TIEP CAN VOI KINH THANH
L.m. An-ré D6 Xudn Qué o.p.

Kinh thanh dang I& ra phai chiém mot dia vi rat quan trong
trong doi ngudi Ki-to hiru, nhét 13 tr sau Cong dong Va-ti-ca-nd
I, qua hién ché Dei Verbum (L&i Chua) va rai rac trong nhiéu van
klcn va tai liéu khac.

Tuy nhién, phai néi rang cho téi nay, Kinh Thanh van con
xa la d6i v6i phan dong tin hitu va cic gia dinh Viét Nam, di
nhitng nim gan day da cd nhiéu ¢ ging phién dich va phd bién
Loi Chua cua cac dich gia.

Gan day Loi Chiia dugc phd bién rong rdi bang tiéng ban
qudc, trong nhitng cudn sach to nho dudi nhiéu kich ¢ khac nhau.

Nhung d6 méi chi 1a sich, con doc hay khong lai 1a chuyén
khéc. Vi vay, xin c6 may y kién dudi day vé viéc doc Kinh Thanh,
nhung doc thé nao, dé gop phan vao nd luc chung ctiia Hoi Thanh
trén qué huong chung ta, vé mot cong viéc hét stc hé trong nay.
Vay phai doc Kinh Thanh thé nao ?

1. GG BO MQT SO PINH KIEN

Trudc hét phai g& bé mot s6 dinh kién chung quanh viée doc
cac sach Kinh Thanh nhu :

1.1 Poc Kinh Thanh 1a mét sang kién méi

Nhiéu ngudi cho rang doc Kinh Thanh 1a mot sang kién méi.
Trudc day, chang nhitng Hoi Thanh khong khuyén doc ma lai cC)n
gidi han nita. Thyc ra, Hoi Thanh khong bao gio gio1 han hay cam
doc mot sb sach trong d6, ma chi dua ra nhiing dleu kién phai c6
dé doc cho hitu hiéu ma thdi. Hoi Thanh khong mudn Kinh Thanh
dugc nghién ctru va hoc hoi ngoai khung canh song 1a chinh Hoi
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Thanh, noi truyén thong cach lién tuc va linh dong kinh nghiém vé
Loi Chua tur thoi cac thanh Tong do toi nay.

Hoi Thanh ciing khong muén trao sach thanh vao tay gido
dan ma khong hudéng dan. Hoi Thanh muon tin hiru lién hé vai 101
giai thich theo truyén thong nhu do mdt nguon sudi tir xa xua dé
lai.

That thé, Loi Chua 14 mot kho tang qui gia khong nén dé cho
moi nguoi ty ¥ 1anh hoi va giai thich ma khong duoc kiém soat va
hudéng dan.

1.2 Kinh Thénh la chuyén thanh, chuyén cho tré con

No6i dén Kinh Thanh v&i nguoi 10n tudi, thuong ngudi ta
nhé lai nhitng chuyén trong sach Sam truyén cii. Hoi 4y, Kinh
Thanh chua duoc dich sang tiéng ban qudc va phd bién rong rai.
Thuong 1a may cudn sach ké cac tich chuyén trong Kinh Thanh
dugc trinh by véi nhitng tranh vé ngay ngdé nhung hip dan. Vi
viy, ngudi ta méi dong hoéa nhitng chuyén ndy Véi cac sach
chuyén danh cho tré con, nhu cac sach v€ tranh hoat hinh cia Walt
Disney danh cho thiéu nhi bay gio. Nhung sach thanh khong chi ké
nhirng tich chuyén ma dang sau con cé y nghia nita. B6 méi la
diéu quan trong vi nhitng chuyén dy bay to cho chung ta y dinh cia
Thién Chua trong chuong trinh ciru d6 ctia Nguoi.

1.3 Poc Kinh Thanh c0 loi gi ?

C6 nguodi van nan khi duoc khuyén moi doc Kinh Thanh.
Nguoi dy bao : “Chiing ta da c6 cac bi tich va c6 thé cau xin cling
céac thanh. Vay doc Kinh Thanh s€ mang lai cho ta nhirng ich lgi
g1 2 On thanh chang do bi tich mang lai cho ta u ?

Qua that, nho cac bi tich, ching ta dugc on thanh, nhung vaéi
diéu kién 1a phai c6 10ng tin va sach toi trong. Néu céac bi tich ban
on ma khong tiy thuoc & mirc do thanh thién cta nguoi cir hanh
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thi nguoc lai diéu ay phai tly thugc & 1ong tin va xu hudng cua
nguoi 1anh nhan. Con Vé cac thanh, néu chung ta yéu mén va cau
Xin céc ngai chuyen cau cho ching ta, thi ching ta dung quén la
cac ngai da hang yéu men va tén sung Loi Chba. Thanh Té-ré-xa
Hai Pong Gié-su vé cudi doi c6 boc 1§ rang cac sach tu dic 1am
cho ba ngao ngéan va ba chi con “chiu” dwoc cac sach Tin Mirng
thoi. Cac diéu ba viét déu tran day nhirng trich dan Kinh Thanh va
chu thuyét vé con duong tho au thiéng liéng caa ba ciing khoi dau
bang mot cau lay trong Kinh Thanh : “Thdy bdo thdt anh em : néu
anh em khong tré lai ma nén nhuw tré nhé, thi sé chang duoc vao
Nuoe Troi.” (Mt 18,3)

1.4 Sach Kinh Thanh c6 nhiéu chd khong xiy dung

C6 ngudi cho rang Kinh Thanh khong xay dung vi ndi dén
chién tranh, giét choc, han thl, ngoai tinh v.v... That sinh guong
xau. Pung 1a trong Kinh Théanh c6 nhitng diéu d6. Nhung chung ta
nén hiéu tai sao nhu vay. Néu hiéu, chiing ta s& thiy rang Kinh
Thanh 14 lich st mot dan tuy dugc chon, nhung cé luc bat trung.
Thién Chtia d& chap nhan va kén chon dan d6 dé huan luyén va
gido duc ho nay mot it mai mot it. Pang 1€ ching ta phai cam phuc
Thién Chua vi l1ong khoan dung nhan nai ctia Ngudi méi phai. Tyu
trung, s¢ di c6 nhitng chuyén it xay dung hay khong xay dung 1a vi
hai ly do :

* Bay to mot cach chan thanh va trung thuc lich st mét dan
toc ma khong t6 diém.

* Minh ching strc manh bién d6i la 1ung caa Thién Chla ma
khéng phé bo tu do ciia con ngudi, di tir chd bét toan dén chd hoan
hao dé gitip con ngudi don nhan on ciru do.



4 Tiép cdn véi Kinh Thanh

2. THAI PQ PHAI CO KHI PQC KINH THANH
2.1 Poc mét cach hiéu biét va sang suét

Phai doc Kinh Thanh cach hiéu biét va sang sudt, nghia 1a ¢6
gang nhan dinh va phé binh nhu khi doc mot cudn sach. Véy khi
doc mot cudn sach, chung ta phé binh va nhan dinh thé nao ?
Trudc khi mé sach, chiing ta xem tén sach va tac gia. Néu 1a tac
gia tén tudi duoc ua chudng, ching ta s& doc mot cach thich thu.
Tén cua tac gia thudng co tinh quyét dinh trong viéc luya sach va
anh huong nhiéu dén sy phé binh va nhan dinh cua chung ta.
Thanh ra c6 gang dau tién dé phé binh nhan dinh thuong hudng vé
tdc gia. Trong Kinh Thanh c6 hai tc gia: Thién Chla va con
nguoi. Tac gia nguwoi pham la ai, thudc x& hoi nao va co céi nhin ra
sao ?

2.2 CA4c tac gia dwoc linh hirng va mac khai

Nguoi ta thuong ndi cac tac gia Kinh Thanh 1a nhitng nguoi
dugc linh himg. Néu hiéu dung tir linh hirmg, moi viéc s& sang to.
Linh hirg khong phai 14 mic khai. Can phan biét rd hai tir nay.
That vay, Kinh Thanh khong phai la sach dugc mac khai ma la
dugc linh himg. Khi n6i vé mic khai trong Kinh Thanh, nguoi ta
thuong hiéu vé ndi dung st diép. Noi dung ndy duoc mic khai
nhung khong phai ban van : ndi dung dugc mac khai con ban van
dugc linh hing. Linh hirng nghia la dugc on trén soi sang, nhung
sach khong phai dugc viét san tir troi dua xubng, khong thiéu mot
dau chim, ddu phiy, nhung la do ngudi pham viét ra voi cac dic
tinh ca nhan cua con nguoi ay. Thién Chua linh hing qua nhan
cach, tu tuong, ning khiéu, tm tinh y nghi ctia nguoi dy. Tat ca
nhitng thr ndy déu khong anh hudng dén ban chit cua s diép va
gia tri noi tai cua su di€p cling khong bi tiéu huy vi cac dic tinh
cua tac gia pham nhan.
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Do day, toan bo Kinh Thanh, ndi dung ciing nhu hinh thic,
tu tuong, danh tir phat xuat boi hai ngudn hoat dong, khong phai
Xép canh nhau ma chdng 1én nhau, d6 1a Thién Chua va ngudi
pham. Soan gia Kinh Thanh, du khi dugc linh hung cling khong
phai mot cai may chit. Tac gia van cOn gilr nhan cach ciia minh,
van 1a minh véi tinh tinh va y tuéng riéng. Thién Chla khong x6
day ma chi dung nhitng thir @6 dé chuyén dat st diép ctia Nguoi.
D6 1a diéu rat dang qui cho loai ngudi chung ta. Ching ta chi nhin
vao bon tac gia sach Tin Mirng ciing thdy nhu thé.

2.2.1 Thanh Mat-théu 1a nguoi thu thué.

Vi thu thué nén ty nhién c6 thoi quen kiém nhan. Tinh kiém
nhan ndy hién ra rd rét noi ngai nhat. Ngai viét cho ngudi Do thai,
dong bao ciia minh va mdi ban tam 16n nhat ctia ngai 1a to cho thay
Duc Gié-su dd dong dau thi thyc 1én Tin Ming nhu thé ndo. Ngai
khong bo 16 mot co hdi nao dé luu y doc gia vé viée Puc Ki-td
dugc loan bao tir trudc va moi diéu Kinh Thanh loan bao vé Pang
Meé-si-a d& duoc thuc hién noi Nguoi. Tac gia dic biét chu y dén
nhitng 101 n6i cua Pic Gié-su thay vi chi ké lai nhiing sy viéc da
Xay ra theo thtr ty thoi gian. Ngai thu gon lai va phan chia thanh
cha d¢, c6 khi xép lién vao mot chd nhirng diéu quan trong Pt
Gié-su ndi vé cling mot chu dé, nhung khong ngay luc d6 ma 1a luc
khac (nhu trong bai giang trén nui).

2.2.2 Thanh Mat-cd viét cho nguwoi Ré-ma.

Ngai khong chl y dén vin thé bao nhiéu ma chi thuat lai 1oi
giang cta thanh Phé-rd. Tin Ming ctia ngai hoi c6 vé cau tha vé
van tu, ngir vung khong dugc phong pht nhu thanh Lu-ca, nhung
ngudi doc nhan thiy noi ngai sy don so véi nhiing chi tiét cu the
lam cho Tin Mung cua ngdi c6 mot vé hap dan riéng. Qua Tin
Mirng ciia ngai, ngudi ta hiéu xwa thanh Phé-rd d4 giang thé nao.
D6 1a mot 16i giang cu thé, linh dong di thang vao van dé. Khi tac
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gia thuat chuyén vé Puc Ki-to, nguoi ta thdy Puc Ki-t6 nhu dang
xuat hién trudc mat vay.

2.2.3 Thanh Lu-ca

Thanh nhan khong hé dugc xem thdy Puc Gié-su ciing
khong phai la mon d¢ cua Nguoi. C6 I€ ngai [a mot trong s6 nhitng
nguoi Hy-lap theo dao rat som. Ngal viét cho nguoi ngoal gido.
Nén van hoa Hy-lap cua ngai d& glup ngai rat nhleu trong viéc hiéu
biét va cam thong véi nhiing ai cling co mot nén van héa nhu ngai.
Tin Ming ctia ngdi chiu anh hudng rat nhiéu do cic bai giang cua
thanh Phao-16 ma ngai 1a ban dong hanh. Ngai khac xa thanh Mat-
O V& tam tinh va vin hoa.Thanh Lu-ca 1a ngudi c6 van hoa cao, té
nhi, lich thiép lai c6 tai viét vin. Nhiéu doan vin cia ngai dat t&i
muc gan nhu toan my, thi du doan van ndi vé nguoi con “hoang
dang” va hai nguoi 1 khach trén duong Em-mau. Ngoai ra, ngai
lai cOn rat cha y dén su chinh xac cua lich sir, dia du hon cac vi
khac. Ngai dd xac dinh thanh Phao-16 bi bat vao nim 58-60 &
Césarée (Xé-da-ré), tlm gap nhiing nhén ching dich thuc va thu
thap nhirng dir liéu can thiét dé viét Tin Ming. Ngai da nhic lai
nhitng dir liéu d6 ngay & dau Tin Mung thir ba.

2.2.4 Thanh Gio-an

Thanh Gio-an viét Tin Mung rat mudn, vao méai cudi thé ky
I. Ngai 1a nguoi than bi, cao siéu, mudn bo tic 101 chirng ciia ba tac
gia Tin Mg di trudc vé mot s6 diém, bang nhitng ky niém riéng
rat cy thé va chinh xac. Tir nhitng ky niém ndy, ngai noi nhiéu vé
Chula Gié-su theo khuynh huéng mot ngudi chiém ni¢m, thanh ra
it ké vé cudc doi ma ndi nhidu vé mau nhiém cta Chla Gié-su.

D6 1a bdn nhan vat rat khac nhau vé tinh tinh, 161 viét cling
nhu cach nhin van dé. Tuy the, st diép van la mot. Puc Ki-t6 dugc
trinh bay trong bon Tin Mung khong phai 1a bon Pirc Ki-td khac
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nhau nhung chi 1a mot, d0 mdi tac gia d& nhin van dé duéi nhiing
goc canh khac nhau.

Pbi v6i cac tac gia khac trong cac sach Kinh Thanh ciing
vay. Cac ngai khong thoat khoi dinh luat ndy : khéng viét nhu
nhau vi c6 ngudi 1a myuc dong nhu ngdn st A-mdt, c6 nguoi 1a vua
nhu vua Pa-vit va vua Sa-16-mon, c6 nguoi bi luu day biét xir nhu
ngbn sir E-dé-ki-en, c6 ngudi duoc binh an yén 6n nhu ong Ben
Sira.

3. MOI TRUONG, TU TUONG, TRUYEN THONG

Nhan céch, tu tudng, 16i nhin cua cac tac gia 1a nhfrng yéu tb
quan trong can luu y khi doc Kinh Thanh, vi ¢6 nhung moi truong
sinh song va tu tudng co the anh huong nhiéu dén cach dién ta.
Mot nha béac hoc khi viét vé nhitng van dé ngoai pham vi chuyén
mon caa minh khdng thé viét nhu mot ky gia. Chinh vi moi truong
sinh séng c¢6 anh huong va ghi dau 18n tac gia nén moi cé nhirng
tdm ly riéng cho ting gidi.

Trong Kinh Thénh, ching ta ciing thiy dau vét cua nhirng
mdi truong sinh sdng va tu tudng khac nhau trén cac tac gia duoc
Chta Thanh Than linh himg. Vay thiét tuong can phai néi dén moi
truong ¢ day.

Chung ta thuong nghe noi doan nay trong Kinh Théanh thugc
truyén thong gia-vit (yahviste) doan kia thudc truyén théng é-16-it
(¢loiste). Nhu thé nghia 1a gi ? Nghia 1a nhimg doan ay da dugc
viét ra trong moi truong sinh hoat theo truyén thng gia- Vlt hay é-
Io it. Truyén thong gia-vit phat xuat tir nuéc Giu-da, truyen thong

8-16-it phéat xuat tr nuGe ft-ra-en, con truyén thong tu té sau nay
MGi co thi phét xuat tir cac thay tu té & Gié-ru-sa-lem. Mdi truyén
thdng c6 mot cach nhin riéng biét, cling gibng nhu nguoi Viét
Nam & hai mién Nam Béc chiu anh hudong thoi tiét va tam ly khac
nén ciing c6 cach nhin va 16i xir sy khac nhau. Sy hiéu biét k¥
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ludng nhirng moi truong sinh hoat va tu tuong tao ra nhiing ban
van theo nhiing truyén théng khong giéng nhau gitp ngudi ta hiéu
st diép cot yéu cia Kinh Thanh cach r® hon. Thi du trong sach
Sang thé, chung ta thdy thuat lai viéc Thién Chla tao thanh troi dat
theo hai truyén théng. Trinh thuat I bat dau tir 1,1 dén chuong 2 ;
trinh thuat II bat dau tir 2,4 dén 2,25. Viéc 6ng ba nguyén to sa ng
dugc thuat lai & ngay sau trinh thuat II va tiép theo. Néu doc k¥ hai
ban trinh thuat do, chung ta s& thiy cach dién ta khac nhau. Ban
thir hai tho mdng hon ban thir nhat. Ban thir hai thudc truyén thong
gia-vit vi trong d6 hay dung chir Gia-v (Yahve) dé chi Pic Chua.
Nét dic biét trong ban nay la sdng dong, dung 16i vin tho y nhi dé
dién ta su viéc.

Tréi lai, ban van th nhat thudc truyén thong tu té méi meé
hon, dugc goi 1a theo truyén thong tu té, vi dugc viét ra trong moi
trudng céac tu té. Boi vdy, ban vin cling thuong triru tugng, mang
tinh luan ly va dugce xép dat c6 hé théng. Trong ban tudng thuat
nay, chling ta thdy cac vat duoc phan loai cach ti mi k¥ ludng theo
161 tang tién tir nho dén 16n.

C6 nén ngac nhién vi hai ban trinh thuat vé ciing mot su kién
dugc trinh bay khac nhau nhu thé khdng ? Mot ban ha chiang du
sao ? Van dé ndy ciing twong ty nhu van dé bdn tac gia sach Tin
Mirng. Mot ngudi khong di ma lai phai can t&i bon ngudi sao ?
Néu xép dit cac doan Tin Mung giéng nhau trong bdn sach 1am
mot, chiing ta ciing s& co nhiing trinh thuat giéng nhau nhu trong
sach Séang thé.

Nhung xét cho cting dé nhu vay lai qui hon, vi cling mot van
dé ma c6 nhiéu 16i trinh bay khac nhau, dé chiing ta rut ra dugc cai
chinh yéu no6i bat, qua nhitng cai phu thudc it quan trong. Ptc Gié-
su da chang dung phuong phap su pham nay hay sao, khi dua ra
nhiéu du ngdn khac nhau dé noéi vé ciing mot thuc tai 1a Nude
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Troi ? Néu khong biét nhirng truyén théng khac nhau do, ching ta
kho 16ng hiéu n6i nhirng doan dau trong sach Sang the.

4. NAM THANG XAY RA CAC BIEN CO

Van dé nim thang Xy ra cac b1en ¢d ciing khd quan trong.
That vay, doc mot cudn sach mdi xuat ban so v&i mot ban co vin
thi thai do, s don nhan cling nhu phé binh cua nguoi doc ciing sé
khéc. Cac sach trong Kinh Thanh nhiéu cuén dugc viét ra cach
nhau kh& xa. Vi thé, thoi gian trong sach thanh 1a mot diéu dang
ké. P43 han, chung ta c6 thé doc sach triét ngon cach hiru ich ma
khong biét nhitng sach d6 dugc viét ra vao nhirng nim nao, vi d6
la van dé muon thud nhu doan vin sau ddy trich trong sach Giang
vién : “Con oi, tir thiéu thoi, hdy hap thy gido huan thi toi khi toc
bac, con s€ dugc khon ngoan” (Hce 6,18).

Nhung khi doc cac sach ngon sit thi lai can phai biét nhiing
sach d6 dugc viét ra vao thoi ky nao, truée hay sau khi Gié-ru-sa-
lem bi tan pha, truéc hay sau thoi luu day. Van dé ndy quan trong
dbi v6i chiing ta cling nhu nhitng viéc xay ra trudc hay sau 1945,
trudc hay sau 1954 hodc 30.4.1975 v.v... vi ching danh diu mot
giai doan, mot thoi dai, mot ndo trang, mot 16i song. Pi v6i nguoi
Do thai thi nam 587 trudc cong nguyén la thoi ky ghi ddu mot tai
nan khing khiép, mot cudc luu day 6 nhuc. Trudc thoi luu day,
cac ngdn st ¢ ca hai mién Nam Bic (nuéc Do thai chia hai sau
thoi vua Sa-16-mén) déu dung nhirng 101 canh céo de doa nhiing ai
khong trung thanh véi Lé Luat, con sau thoi luu day thi lai ngot
ngao an ui. Vi thé, khi doc can biét cac 6ng thudc vé thoi dai nio.
Pé minh chung, xin duoc ké ra ddy hai doan vin trich trong sach
cac ngon st I-sai-a va Gié-ré-mi-a :

“Cdc ngwoi hdy nghe va hay ldng tai,

dirng tir cao tw dai, vi chinh PUC CHUA phan.

Hay ton vinh PUC CHUA, Thién Chiia cdc ngueori.

trieGe khi man dém budng xudng,
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truGe khi cac nguwoi vap chdn vao nli giita bong den.

Cdc nguoi mong doi anh sang,

nhing Nguoi bién né thanh bong téi am u

thanh mdy mu day dac.” (Gr 13.25)

Nhirng 101 trén day, ngon s Gié-ré-mi-a viét & mién Nam
vao thoi trude khi Do thai di luu day. Con sau day 1a 101 mot nguoi
mon dé ngdn st I-sai-a, ciing viét & mién Nam, nhung sau khi luu
day :

“Hai Xi-on, thire ddy, thirc ddy di, hdy biéu dwong sirc manh |
Hai thanh thanh Gié-ru-sa-lem, hay mdc 1é phuc huy hoang !

Tir nay ké khéng cat bi ciing nhw nguoi 6 ué
Sé khong con bugc vao thanh thanh niza. ” (1s 52,1)

Hiéu nhitng ban vin ndy thé nao duoc, néu khong dit ching
vao khung canh thoi gian chinh xac.

5. Nam thang khi cac ban van ra doi

Ngoai ra, con phai biét nim thang cac ban van duoc viét ra
nita. Nhung 1am sao biét duoc ? Chir viét, 16i van lam cho ngudi
thanh thao c6 thé nhan ra dugc. Déi véi cac ngudi théng thao tiéng
Hip-ri thi viéc d6 khong dén ndi qua kho khan, ciing nhu bay gio
doc van cua Nam Phong, BDong Duong tap chi hay Tu luc van
doan, nguoi ta c6 thé ndi duoc nhirng loai vin d6 thudc thoi ky
nao.

Chung ta can phan biét nhitng diéu da duoc viét ra vao mot
thoi gian nhat dinh voi nhitng diéu tir xa xua truyén lai trude khi
duogc viét ra, nhu truong hop lién quan dén cac t6 phu Ap-ra-ham,
I-xa-4c, Gia-cop, Md-sé, vi nhirng ban vin dugc viét ra sau mot
thoi gian truyén khau thuong van hon va cé tinh day dao nhiéu
hon. Piéu ndy khdng lam cho su viéc mét tinh lich st, nhung chi
1am cho ngudi ta chu y dén mot thé van rd rét, thi du nhitng doan
dau trong sach Sang thé. Viéc xac dinh nhirng ban vin d6 d& duoc
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viét ra 14 diéu rat quan trong dé giup cho sy hiéu biét. Poan I viét
trong thoi luu day, doan II viét trong thoi tiép lién thoi vua Da-vit.
Viéc sap dit nam thang cho nhitng ban van d6 c6 anh huong 16n
lao xét vé phuong dién than hoc. Chung gitp chung ta hiéu nhiing
doan 4y cht trong dén y nghia than hoc hon lich st. Van dé ct
yéu & ddy 1 sy suy tu than hoc ctia mot dan toc da séng mot phan
lich str ctia minh va da bi thur thach trong giai doan d6, mét su suy
tu dya trén nhitng truyén khau xa xua lién quan dén ngudn goc thé
gian va loai ngudi. Nhung cai nhin khdn ngoan duge ding 1am nén
tang cho sy suy tu than hoc d6 dudi su linh hing ctia Chiia Thanh
Than, chi c6 dugc sau mdt thoi gian kinh nghiém. Chinh qua lich
sir cia ho, mot lich sir thuong duoc Thién Chia huéng dan, chd
che ma dan Do théi dan da y thirc duoc sy siéu viét cua Thién
Chua, Pang hudng din, giai thoat ho va do day hiéu dugc ¥ nghia
toan bo cta dinh ménh con nguoi. Nén than hoc cia nhitng nguoi
hién trong dan Do thai d4 duoc linh hing, chinh 1a nho viéc nghién
cuu lich st cua ho.

6. THE VAN

Khi doc Kinh Thanh, cin luu y dén tac gia, nim thang xay
ra bién c6 va thoi gian nhirng ban van d6 da duogc viét ra. Ngoai ra,
ciling can phai biét nhirng ban van d6 duogc viét theo thé loai nao.

Chung ta cir viéc md mot to bao hang ngay ra doc rdi phan
tich ciing du thay trong d6 c6 nhiéu thé loai va 16i vin. Bén canh
nhitng bai binh luan vé thoi cudc bay to lap truong, quan diém
chinh tri, chung ta thay nhiing hang tit I6n dua nhirng tin quan
trong hay nhirng bién c6 xay ra trén thé gi6i. Lai c6 nhiing trang
bén trong dang quang cdo, rao vat, tiéu thuyét kiém hiép hay
phong su v.v... Tat nhién, ching ta khong doc cac loai bai d6 nhu
nhau. Trong Kinh Thanh cling vay, c6 nhiéu loai vin khac nhau.
Linh himg t6n trong ca ban ngd cia vian si 1an 16i hanh vin coa
6ng. Vi vdy, khi doc Kinh Thanh can phai biét minh dang doc loai
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van nao day. Trong Kinh Thanh, c6 nhiing chuyén dich that,
nhung c6 nhiing loai chi nham muc dich khuyén thién ma khdng
chi y nhiéu dén tinh lich sir ctia cau chuyén, thi du chuyén cau T6-
bi-a va c6 Xa-ra, chuyén 6ng Gio-na. Lai cling c6 nhirng bai thi ca,
nhung cau cach ngdn ngan ngir, nhitng 15i triét ngon than bi v.v...
Ngay ca khi ké nhiing chuyén dich that nhu chuyén to phu Ap-ra-
ham, chuyén ong Mo-sé, ching ta nén nh¢ rang tac gia khong
thuat lai voi tat ca vé nghiém chinh, chinh xac ma khoa hoc ngay
nay doi hoi, vi d6 chi 1a mot chuyén gia dinh dugc ngudi viét 1am
noi bt nhirng doan chinh yéu va nhat 1a dé dé cao y nghia ton gido
ma thdi. Ngay ca nguoi Do thai, dU rat ban tam dén viéc 1am cho
noi bat sy can thiép ky diéu cua Thién Chua ciing quén ghi chi
rang Nguoi ciing chi ding nhitng hoan canh ty nhién, khdng x6
day trat ty thién nhién, nhung nhiing hoan canh 4y lai xay ra rat
thuan hop va qui hudng la lung. Thi du truong hop sau ddy minh
ching diéu d6 ;

Kinh Thanh ké rang thoi xir Xa-ma-ri that thé. dao quéan cua
Xan-na-ké-rit, vua xa Xi-ri vay thanh Gié-ru-sa-lem. Thanh phd
ndy sap mat dén noi, vi vién binh Ai-cip khong thay dén. Dan
ching lién dem 1ong sot sing cau xin Chua cua cha 6ng ho. Va
bdng nhién ban tay quan phong cua Pic Chaa t6 ra rat la 10ng.
Kinh Thanh thuat lai mot budi sang kia, thién sir ctia Nguoi di qua,
lam cho mot phan dao quan ddi phuong chét, con bao nhiéu thi sg
hai chay tan loan. Nhung thuc su, cai gi d& xay ra. Mot doan vin
cta sir gia Hérodote (Hé-ro-dot) thuat lai cing mot bién ¢b do,
nhung theo quan diém hoan toan thé tuc. Theo ong, dao quan cua
vua Xen-na-ké-rit bay gio dang vdy thanh Gié-ru-sa-lem thi bong
nhién chudt & dau d6 dén xung kich, gdy ra mot tran dich kinh
khung, giét hai quan linh va 1am cho ho so héi chay tr tan.

Kinh Thanh ké lai ma chi 1am ndi bat ¥ nghia ton gido, dé
cao sy can thiép than thanh ciia Pirc Chia ma bo qua khong noi
Nguoi dung phuong thé ty nhién nao dé dat toi muc dich.
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Vé cac vét thuong ciia Ai-Cap va cudc vuot qua Bién do
cling thé, chiing ta c6 thé ndi nhu trén. Khong can phai ndi rang
mdi lan Thién Chua dao 10n trat tu thién nhién dé can thiép vao
lich str ctia loai nguoi. Thuong thudng Ngudi ding nhitng bién cb
tu nhién ching ta khéng ngo tdi, nhung am hop véi du dinh quan
phong cta Nguoi dé 1am hiéu cho ta. Nhung véi nhitng ai c6 10ng
tin thi van nhin thiy trong nhitng bién c6 d6 c6 da anh sang soi
dan cho ho.

Tét ca nhirng diéu trén diy déu mudn nhin bao ching ta
rang viéc doc sach thanh doi ta khdng duoc coi thudng phan soan
thio cta con ngudi va phan linh himg cta Thién Chda. Chlng ta
c6 thé nhé nguy@n tic nay : Kinh Thanh 1a mét cudn sach vira do
Thién Chla vira do con nguoi viét chung. Tuy vdy cling khong
dugc néi rang phan tu tuong 14 cua Thién Chia, phan vin thé 1a
cua con nguoi. Kinh Thanh 1a cia Thién Chda va cia con ngudi
dudi hai goc canh do.

Phan cua Thién Chua hién to trong su tham thuy, cao siéu,
thanh thién hiru hiéu ; phan cia con ngudi & chd co gidi han,
khuyét diém ma hoat dong ctia Chtia Thanh Than con dé roi rét lai
trong tam tri va ngdn ngir cua tac gia tran gian. Néu trong vin ban,
Kinh Thanh chi 13 loi Chiia mic khai thuan tay thi d6 chi 1a ban ké
khai nhitng chan 1y tuyét d6i ma mdi cau déu 1a do Thién Chua
chuyén dat dén cho con ngudi nhu mot dung cu khong dang ké va
qua u thy dong. Nhung néu xét vé vin ban thi Kinh Thanh khong
phai chi 12 mic khai thuan tiy ma la do linh himg ; nhu thé nguoi
ta s& hiéu rd hon goc canh nhan loai v6i nhitng gidi han thiéu sot
khuyét diém trong ngdn ngir va tu tudng cua tic gid. Clng nhu
ching ta noi rang Ngoi Hai da mac lay xac pham nhan, chiu moi
kho sé bat toan cua than xac do chi trir toi 16i thi Kinh Thanh, st
diép cua Thién Chla thé hién trong mot hinh thirc nhan loai, voi tu
tudng va cach dién ta ctia loai nguoi chira day khuyét diém, nhung
khéng sai lam trong pham vi ndi dung st diép.
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Do la thai d6 phé binh va nhan dinh ctia ching ta khi doc
séch Kinh Théanh, nghia 1a c6 géng tim hiéu than thé, thoi dai cac
tac gia song va Viét. Nhimg moi truong tri thirc va nhan ban cua
cac 6ng gilp ta c6 thé hiéu cac ong mudn ndi gi trong thé vin ndy
hay loai van kia.

7. PQC VOI TINH THAN PUC TIN

C6 giang dau tién cia chung ta 1a doc vai tinh than phé phan
va nhan dinh dé tim hiéu. C6 gang thtr hai 13 doc véi tinh than dirc
tin. Kinh Thanh 1a 16i ctia Thién Chla. Qua nhiing chit viét cia
con nguoi, chinh 1a Thién Chda néi. Khi Thién Chua noi, chidng ta
nghe khdng nguyén bang tri hiéu ma con bang dirc tin nira.

7.1 Mot thai d¢ tin

Chi dirc tin méi c6 thé don nhan va hiéu cai gi 1a than thanh
trong loi Thién Chda truyén lai cho chiing ta, vi tri khén loai nguoi
chi hop véi anh sang cua thé gian, con khi ndi vé anh sing cia
Thién Chua thi tri khon loai nguoi chi viéc chd doi noi Pang dé
nghi, dé Ngudi md rong tim nhin cho minh dén nhan anh sing
thiéng liéng. Néu duc tin trong kinh su tu do dén nhan cua con
nguoi thi die tin d6 cling 14 mot an hué¢ cta Thién Chua lam cho
tri khdn ching ta chiu nhan anh sang cua Nguoi.

Trong viéc durc tin xuat hién, 1oi Thién Chla giit mot vai tro
t6i v quan trong. Thudng nhd nhirng dip chung ta doc hay nghe 1oi
Nguoi ma dire tin nay nd trong 10ng. Thi du chuong 6 trong Tin
Mtrng thanh Gio-an, sau khi 1am cho banh ra nhiéu, Pirc Gié-su lai
n6i dén mot thir banh khac. Nhitng 161 ndy bdng nhién tré nén xa
la, khé hiéu dbi véi dan chiing dang nghe Ngudi lac d6. Tuy vy,
Nguoi van khong thay doi ngdn ngir khi tiép tuc néi : “Thdt, 16i
bdo thdt cdc 6ng, néu cdic éng khéng an thit va uéng mdau Con
Ngueoi, cdc ong khéng cé si séng noi minh. Al dn thit va udng mdu
t6i thi duoc song mudn doi va tdi sé cho nguoi dy song lai vao
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ngay sau hét, vi thit t6i 1a thdt cia an va mau toi that 1a cia
uong.” (Ga 6, 53-55)

That 1a nhirng 16i la lung, nghe thiy chéi tai. Nhung burc
Gié-su khong noi dén com banh tran gian ma c6 y qui hudng
ngudi nghe vé hong 4n Ngudi sé& ban cho nhan loai trong bira Tiéc
ly va trén cay Thap ty sau ndy. Mudn hiéu mau nhiém ndy, ngoai
Su suy luan ra con phai c6 mét cai gi khac nira. Chinh ¢ day duc
tin phai can thiép vao va cling chinh ¢ day nguoi tin va khdng tin
dugc phan loai vi nhitng 10i chdi tai, kho hiéu va téi u ky cuc nay.

7.2 P6n nhan Tin Mirng

Ngoai viéc 1am cho ching ta bdm chat vao loi Chua, dic tin
lai con 1a mot tin mirng day cho chiing ta biét minh Ia ai, boi dau
ma dén r6i di vé dau, vi Ptic Gié-su dén dé noi cho chung ta biét
chung ta 1a con Thién Chua, duoc dung nén gidng hinh anh Nguoi.

Chinh trong anh sang duc tin ndy ma toan by Kinh Thanh
Xuat hién dudi mat chung ta v6i tit ca su lién lac chit ché. Cuu
U6c don duong cho Tan Uée, Tan Udc mang lai cho chung ta tat
ca str diép tron hao vé viéc Thién Chlia muén ctru chudc loai ngudi
va danh cho né mot sé phan tét dep cao qui trong Nudc cua
Nguoi. Tur nay ching ta phai doc Tan Uédc dbi chiéu v&i Cyu U'de.
Viéc to6 phu Ap-ra-ham hién té con minh la I-xa-a4c cho Thién
Chua bao trude viéc DPic Gié-su, Con Mot Thién Chua hién minh
trén thap gia dé ctru chudc loai ngudi. Ong Mo-sé giai thoat dong
bao khoi ach n6 1€ Ai-cap 1a hinh anh Puc Ki-td giai thoat chung
ta khoi ach no 1& toi 16i. Ong Gio-sué vuot qua song Gio-dan dua
dan vao Pt hta 13 hinh anh tién bao Puc Gié-su chiu phép rira va
ding phép iy dé dua chiing ta vao dat hira méi 12 thé gidi an sung,
vi tat ca Cuyu Udc déu qui hudng vé Pic Ki-t6 nhu Tin Miung theo
thanh Lu-ca Viét : “Roi bat ddu tir 6ng Mé-s€ VA tdt cd cde ngén
sit, Nguoi gidi thich cho hai éng nhitng g1 lién quan dén Nguoi
trong tat ca Sach Thanh.” (Lc 24.27).
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Phai doc Kinh Thanh theo hudng d6, nghia 1a véi cai nhin
cua duc tin va ngoai ngh1a den con phai hiéu theo nghla bong, tuc
1a diéu tac gia mudn néi voi chiing ta. Nhu vy méi c6 nghia ly va
khoi nham chan. N6i chung, Kinh Thanh chl trong dén tdm muc
than hoc va dao dirc hon nhiing gi khac.

7.3 Mot lich sir c6 lién hé voi ching ta

Lich sir dan Do thai tuy xa voi nhung dbi véi ching ta van
c6 tinh hién tai. Cau Thién Chua n6i véi to phu Ap-ra-ham van 1a
cau Nguoi con noi voi ching ta bay gio : “Hay roi bo xir so, ho
hang va nha cha nguoi ma di téi ddt Ta sé chi cho nguwoi.” (St
12,1)

Sau nay Pirc Gié-su ciing noi nhu thé : “Phlc thay ai c6 tam
hon nghéo kho, vi Nuée Troi Ia cia ho.” (Mt 5,1) Ldc ndo ching
ta cling phai bo nha, nghia 1a bo 1ong ich ky, tinh thich an hudng
dé tré thanh nhitng tin hitu dich that ciia Chaa. Cir chi bat trung va
thai do phan nghich ctia dan Do thai déi v6i Thién Chia phai
ching cling 1a ctr chi va thai do cua chung ta ddi v6i Nguoi khi
ching ta khdng nghe tiéng goi cia Ngudi ma tré nén doc lap,
khinh thuong luat Chua. LOng nhan nai hay tha thir ciia Thién
Chua ddi véi dan Do thai chang phai 1a phan anh tinh thuong ciia
Nguoi dbi voi chiing ta trong tod giai tdi hay sao ? Nhin dan Do
thai song trong tinh trang kho 10ng chap nhan sy tly thudc hoan
toan vao Thién Chua, ching ta s& hoc tap kinh nghiém ctia ho dé
tré nén mém mai dé udn nin trudc mat Nguodi hon. Lich sir cia
dan Do thai c6 thé 1a bai hoc cho chung ta trong hanh trinh di vé
v6i Thién Chua, lich st tir nhitng phan boi, bat trung di téi tin
nghia an tinh.

Thanh Gia-c6-bé néi 16i Chta 1a tim guong : “Thdr vdy, ai
lang nghe 167 Chita ma khong thye hanh thi giong nhw ngueoi soi
guwong thdy khuén mdt ti nhién cia minh.” (Gv 1, 23) Khi soi
guong, nguoi ta khong soi guong dau ma soi minh trong dé. Vay,
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ching ta thar soi minh trong tam guong d6 xem sao, khong phai dé
khen phuc minh cho bang nhin theo d6 ma sira minh, vi nhu
Kierkegaard (Kiét-k&-gd) noi : “Thoat khi m¢& sach ndy ra thi né
lién tra hoi chung ta. Chua néi vé6i t6i, Nguoi ndi vé t6i. Khong co
cach nao thoét khoi anh sang chéi chang cia Nguoi.”

Vi thé, thuong nhitng ai khong mudn bi quiy ray hay bj tra
hoi vé cach an nét & cua minh thi khong doc sach thanh. Con
nhirg ai khong s¢ bi quay ray, khong ngan ngai don nhén 161
Chaa nhu mot tleng goi vang t6i tan trai tim, thi ddm minh trong
loi Nguoi va lay do 1am thtc an nudi dudng va sitc manh trén
duong minh di. Chi nhiing ai ¢6 kinh nghiém méi khao khat mén
yéu 161 nay nhu thi hao Paul Claudel (Pon Co-lo-den) noi : “That
Vi dai viéc Thién Chda ndi r6 rang vdi loai nguoi va loi Nguoi da
dugc ghi trong mot cudn sach dé lai cho moi thé hé. Loi nay ching
ta khong thé rdo qua bang mat hay noi so qua ngoai miéng ma phai
bam chit, & trong d6 va thim nhiém 14y, khong phai vi t0 mo ma
do long sét sang. Phai séng voi 101 d6 va luu trit nd trong minh,
thirc ngtl v6i nd va Xac tin rang d6 1a banh va chi duy banh d6 1a ta
doi.”

Thanh ra d6i v6i nguoi ndy thi Kinh Thanh 1a mot cudn sach
Ky cuc, d6i véi nguoi kia co 10ng tin thi lai 1a anh sang va thirc an
nuoi dudng.

7.4 Phai cau nguyén méi mong hiéu noi

Ngay tir ddu trudc khi doc Kinh Thanh, ching ta can phai
dat minh trong mét tinh trang va mot xu hudng thiéng liéng, nghia
la bat dau bang viéc cau nguyén. Thai d cau nguyén chi 1a bude
duong khai mao cho viéc cau nguyén sau sic hon trong giai doan
t6i, vi cang dam chim trong Séach thanh, nguoi ta cang dugc thoi
thic phai cau nguyén va hoc tap dé cau nguyén tét hon. Tu tudng
vé Chua ¢ day ludn luon phang phat va nghi vé Chtia theo mot
nghia nao d6 d la cau nguyén roi. Hon nita, trong Sach thanh ¢
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nhitng 101 cdu nguyén tuyét hao nhu cua to6 phu Ap-ra-ham cau
nguyén cho thanh Xo-dém, 6ng M6-sé can thiép cho dan, ba An-
na cau nguyén cho con 1 Sa-mu-én, hay caa vua Pa-vit sau khi
biét minh dugc Chua chon, cia vua Sa-16-mén trong ngay cung
hién dén tho, caa cau To-bi-a, cia ba Giu-di-tha v.v... Trong Tan
Udc, ¢6 101 cau nguyén ciia ong Da-ca-ri-a trong bai ca chic tung
(Benedictus), cua Buc M¢ Ma-ri-a trong bai ca ngoi khen Puc
Chua (Magnificat) va cudi ciing cua Puc Gié-su trong kinh Lay
Cha.

Khong nhitng trong Sach thanh cd nhiing 15i cau xin tuyét
dep ma con thay lan tran mot khong khi cau nguyén lién li, dén ndi
khi doc Kinh Thanh, néu ngay tir dau chung ta d co thai do san
sang, thi sau d6 dan da ching ta sé tao dugc mot tim hon quen cau
nguyén. Nhiéu nguoi van bao minh khong ciu nguyén dugc,
khong cd thoi gio hay khong biét cach cau nguyén. Vay thir doc
Kinh Thanh xem thé ndo. Hay doc nhu doc mdt cudn chuyén c6
lién quan dén minh ; hay bién nhiing con lo ling, sy doi cho,
nhirg noi vui ming phan khoi trong chuyén thanh thanh cia minh
rdi dan dan chiing ta s& biét ciu nguyén. Khong khi dao duc cua
Kinh Thanh s& tham vao ching ta, s& linh himg va hudng dan
chiing ta cau nguyén. Phai chang vi vay Hoi Thanh d4 liy Kinh
Thanh lam sach cau nguyén hang ngay ciia minh ?

Cuébi cling ching ta ciing tim thiy trong sach thanh nhiing
161 cau nguyén c6 thé dugc chia lam ba loai :

7.3.1 Cau nguyén nhw mdt ngudi nghéo.

Phai cau nguyén nhu mot ngudi nghéo dang thuong, nghia
14 y thire sy yéu duoi va ngheo nan cua minh trude mat Chua.

7.3.2 Cau nguyén khong biét mét méi chan nén (doc du
ngon nguoi ban bi quay ray).

7.3.3 Cau nguyén nhin danh Chia Gié-su.
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_ Phai cau nguyén nhian danh Chua Gié-su nhu Nguoi day :
“Néu anh em nhdn danh Thay ma xin Thay diéu gi thi chinh Thay
sé lam dieu d6.” (Ga 14,14)

Nhu thé, Kinh Thanh va 1oi cau _nguyén gap nhau va quyén
ldy nhau. Mudn doc Sach thanh phai cau nguyén va mubn hoc cau
nguyén, phai doc Sach thanh.

8. MOl BAN TAM DAN THAN

Cung Vv&i thai dd cAu nguyén, mot thai do nita ciing can
thiét, d6 1a su dan than. Ta cang mau man thuc hanh diéu Sach
thanh d0i hoi vé cong 1y hoa binh thi cang mau hiéu sy can thiét
phai c6 thai d6 ndy. Sach thanh khdng phai 14 sich nguoi ta ngdi
ghé banh ma doc ciing khong phai sach doc xong 1a thdi, khéng
con lien hé gi nita. Trong Sach nay, cudc doi cia mdi ngudi
thudng dugc ludn ludén ddi chiéu va nhiac nho. Vi thé, nhitng nguoi
doc vi td md khong thé hiéu noi Sach thanh. Nguoc lai, nhing tim
Iong don so d& thyc hanh nhitng ménh 1énh cta Tin Mung trudc
khi doc thi bao gio cling nhan ra chan ly va gié tri ctia Sach thanh,
khi tim thay trong d6 nhiing doan vin nang d& ho.

9. PQC VOI HQOI THANH VA TRONG HQI THANH

Ngoai ra lai con phai doc v&i Hoi Thanh va trong Hoi Thanh
nita. Thoi gian dic biét dé doc Sach thanh, d6 1a lic cir hanh
phung vy, nhat 14 trong thanh I& khi doc cac bai doc. Néu biét qui
yéu va st dung phung vu cho dich dang thi d6 1a mét phuwong phap
rat tot dé dua chiing ta vao thé gidi dao durc cua Kinh Thanh.

10. THEO CON PUONG NAO ?

Poc Kinh Thanh, hay lam. Chic han cé nguoi sé& bao nhu
vay, sau khi nghe néi vé su can thiét va b ich cua viéc doc Kinh
Thanh. Nhung doc thé nao va phai theo con dudng nao dé gitp
cho viéc d6 dugce dé dang va co hiéu qua. Thuc ra kho 10ng chi
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dinh mot con dudng chung thich hop cho moi ngudi duge. Cé dicu
dbi voi phan dong, nén bit dau bang doc Tan Udc, vi tuong d6i dé
hiéu va dé 1anh hoi hon. Tuy nhién, khi tiép xtc véi 1oi Chaa roi
thi mdi ngudi sém mudn s& tim thiy con dudng thich hop cho
minh. Mot ngudi thién vé sinh hoat tri thirc c6 khi s& thay thich
sach Cham ngdn hoidc sach Khon ngoan hon. Mot nguoi gip nhiéu
dau kho c6 khi d& cam kich va tim dugc an 0i trong sach ong Giop.
M0t thi st s& cam kich hon khi doc thanh vinh. Mot ngudi t6i 16i s&
dé boi hoi xac dong khi doc doan van noi vé ngudi con “hoang
dang” hay nghe ngdn sir Ho-s& nGi vé 10ng tir bi khoan hong ciia
Thién Chula.

Kinh Thanh khong phai 1a mot cubén sach ma phai néi 1a ca
mot ti sach, vi trong d6 c6 73 cudn vira giéng nhau lai vira khac
nhau. Qua that nhu thanh Phao-16 viét 13 Thién Chua d& néi véi
ching ta nhiéu 1an nhiéu cach. Ngudi d& to cho chung ta ciing mot
Iong yéu thuong ctia Ngudi, nhung bang nhiéu cach. Mdi nguoi
tly theo cam tinh c6 thé tim thiy diéu thich hop riéng, nho do
kh&dm pha ra toan b st diép ctia Thién Chua.

KET LUAN

NOi cho cung, phai doc Kinh Thanh cach binh than, khong
thién kién, c6 phé binh nhan dinh, tim hiéu va nhat 1a doc v6i niém
tin, vi do 1a 161 Chua dugc dat lam can ban cho duc tin cua chung
ta. Tat nhién mai dau ai ciing thay 1a kho va ngai, nhung néu nhin
nai thl cling v&i on Chua Théanh Than, trude sau roi chung ta cling
s& ném cam duoc ¥ vi va on ich ctia su tiép xtac véi 101 Chia.
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