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LOI GIGI THIEU
CUA PUC TONG GIAM MUC GIAO PHAN HUE

“Pirng s¢! Hay md rong clra cho Pifc Kitd! ... N&u chiing ta
dé birc Kité budc hoan toan vao cude sdng chiing ta, thi chiing
ta khong mat di diéu gi, tuyét d6i khong diéu gi, trong s& nhitng
diéu 1am cho cudc séng nay dudc tr do, t6t dep va cao ca.
Khong! Chi trong tinh biing hitu vdi Pitc Kitd, cic canh cita sur
song dugc md rong”. PAy 1a 18i cda Pie C8 Gido Hoang Gioan
Phaol6 II dude Pitc Bénédicté X VI nhic lai trong bai gidng
khdi dau triCu dai gido hoang ngay 24-4-2005. Ldi d6 vAn con
vang vong ndi ching ta.

“SONG THEO PUNG MUC PICH” 14 cu6n c&m nang gidp
ching ta tai kham pha y nghia va muc dich d6i minh theo
guong Pic Kitd. T d6, mdi ngudi can ddm md rong tAm hdn
minh cho Ngai, 12 Pang cho ching ta biét y dinh va muc dich
clia Thién Chia trén cudc di mdi ngudi.

T6i 4n cin gidi thiéu cling quy vi va cdc ban cudn sach
“SONG THEO PUNG MUC PICH” b4 ich nay.

Hué, ngay 31 thdng 5 nam 2006
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LOI GIOI THIEU
CUA PUC TONG GIAM MUC
GIAO PHAN HA NOI

Ngay nay, ta bi€t qui nhiéu thi, nhung
lai it bi€t v& chinh minh, theo dudi nhiéu thi
nhung khong bi€t cdi gi 1a chinh. Ta quay
cudng vi bi 16i kéo, bi x6 ddy giita biét bao
khuynh huéng, trao Ivu ma khong bict di vé
dau.

Bi€t minh, bi€t muc dich ddi minh va
song ding muc dich, diéu quan trong bac nhat
trong dSi song nay s€ gitip doi sOng ta thay
ddi, ¢6 ¥ nghia va trién nd dé€n vo tan.

Ha Noi, ngay 10 thang 7 nam 2008
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MESSAGE

We have been trained to bhe ERPETTE i rfl:nl;lrash' PuUrsuing
priorities, bur have not really defined our basic purpose. Perhaps, this is
why true happiness remains elusive! This boek contaims the key 1o
understand man's "First Principle and Foundation in Life.” When
understood and embraced, revelation of passages wowards ‘new lands’ of
Ereater fulfillment will secur! Let the lessons in this book and His Erace
be the wings vo bring you there!
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. LOIGIQI THIEU
CUA PUC TONG GIAM MUC
ANGEL N. LAGDAMEO,
TGM GIAO PHAN JARO, THE PHILIPPINES.

THONG DIEP

Chiing ta luén dudc dio luyén d€ trd thanh nhing
ngudi chuyén mon khong ngitng theo dudi cdc gid tri uu
tién, th& nhung ching ta chua that sy x4dc dinh muc dich
cin ban cda minh. C6 1& day 1a Iy do tai sao niém vui dich
thuc cda ching ta vin vudt khdi tdm tay! Cudn sdch nay
chita dung chia khod d€ hi€u c4i “Nguyén ly va Nén tang
diu tién trong Cudc PJi” con ngudi. Mot khi da hi€u va
dén nhan né, cdc néo dudng huéng dén “nhitng mién dat
mdi” clia su vién min cao ca hon sé& duge md ra! Hay dé
nhitng bai hoc trong cudn sdch nay va an sting ctia Thién
Chua chdp cénh cho ban dén dé!

TONG GIAO PHAN JARO, ngiy 03 thing 3 nim 2004
TONG GIAM MUC ANGEL N. LAGDAMEO



LOI GIOI THIEU
cta Muc su LE CAO QUY

Muc su Rick Warren 1a tac gia SONG THEO PUNG MUC
PICH (Nguyén tic: The Purpose Driven Life), quyén sdch
huéng din tAm linh c6 gid tri cao. Thdi gian qua, sdch da dugc
doc gid hAm mo khip noi, dude dich thuat va 4n hanh trén hai
muoi ngén ngit, véi s6 luong in phé bién dén ba muoi triéu dn
bdn. Tac pham da doat giai Huy Chuong Vang (Gold Medal-
lion) va dugc x&p hang Sdch Bdn Chay Nhdt (Best-Seller).

Miua Thu nam 2004, t6i ¢6 dip di L& tai Nha Thd Tin Lanh
Saddleback (Lake Forest, California, USA) do Muc su Rick
Warren sang 1ap va lam Quéan nhiém. Téi dudc biét, day la
mdt Hoi Thanh sdng dong, trong vong 10 nim Tin hitu da ting
trudng tir dudi 1,000 1én trén 25,000. Con din Chia s6ng cach
don gian, than thi¢n va hau hét déu hiéu b1et minh SONG
TREN POI NAY PE LAM GI? Trong dip niy, tdi han hanh
dudc tac gia ting STPMBD, t6i say sua doc tdc phdm va tu thay
can chia sé cho nhiéu ngudi khac.

Puoc ty thac tdc quyén tai Viét nam, t6i da cho xuét ban
hai 14n vdi s6 lugng 35,000 quyén (Nguyén tic phadm), va mot
14n véi s6 lugng 20,000 quyén (Trich 7 chudng diu). Sach da
dugc dong ddo ddc gia hoan nghinh dén nhan. Nay, Linh muc
Minh Anh (Gido Phan Hu&) muén dudc ti€p tuc xuit ban dé
phé bién cho Anh Chi Em Céng Gido, t6i ddng ¥ va tran trong
gidi thiu Tdc Phdm Tuyét Voi nay, véi mong uGc sach sé mang
dén cho quy vi thong diép SONG THEO BUNG MUC DBICH.

Mua Thu nidm 2008
Muc su LE CAO QUY
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Cudn sach nay duge dé ting ban.

TruGce khi ban sinh ra, Thi€n Chida da du li¢u gidy
phiit nay trong ddi ban. Khdng phai tinh ¢§ ma ban
dang cAm cudn sach nay. Thién Chiia hing mong
chd ban kham ph4 cudc s6ng ma Ngai da tao dung
ban dé€ s6ng - trén trai dat nay, va s6ng muén ddi
trong vinh ctu.

Chinh trong Duc Kité ma ching ta bi€t minh Ia
ai va dang s6ng cho cai gi. Pa tir 1au, trude khi chiing
ta nghe n6i d&n Pic Kit6 14n dau tién, ... thi “Thién
Chiia la Ddng lam nén moi sy theo quyét dinh va y
mudn ciia Ngai, dd tién dinh cho chiing ta lam co
nghiép riéng theo ké hoach ciia Ngai” (Ep 1, 11).

T6i hét 1ong tri 4n hang trim nha vin va nha
gido, c6 dién 14n hién dai, da nin dic cudc ddi toi
va da gitp t6i hoc bi€t nhitng chan 1y nay. T6i cdm
ta Chia va cdm dn ban vi 4n hué dudc chia sé cuing
ban nhitng chan 1y Ay.

- ./8\#,
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MOT HANH. TRINH CO MUC PICH

Nam Pugc Tdi Pa T Cudn Sach Nay

Con hon mot cudn sach, day 1a mot cAm nang huéng din
cudc hanh trinh thiéng liéng 40 ngay von c6 thé gitip ban khdm
phé 131 dap cho cAu hdi quan trong nhat ddi minh: Tdi sdng &
ddi nay d€ 1am gi? P&n cudi hanh trinh nay, ban s& biét muc
dich cda Thién Chda dinh cho ddi ban, va s& hiéu dai thé bic
tranh - 1am sao moi manh clia d&i ban lai tring khép nhau dén
th&! Viéc ndm bit dude vién 4nh nay sé giam thi€u nhitng
cang thing ciia ban, don gidn ho4 nhitng quyét dinh ciia ban,
gia ting su toai nguyén cla ban va quan trong hon ca la chuén
bi ban budc vao c¢6i doi doi.

40 NGAY SAP TOI CUA BAN

Hién nay, cudc séng trung binh kéo dai khodng 25.550
ngay. P6 13 khodng thdi gian ban s6ng néu ban 13 mdt ngudi
binh thudng. Ban khong nghi s€ that khdn ngoan khi chi danh
40 ngay d€ tim xem nhitng gi Thién Chia mudn ban thuc hién
trong quang doi con lai sao?

Kinh Thanh ciing cho biét, v6i Thién Chia, 40 ngay 1a
khoang thdi gian ¢c6 mot y nghia linh thanh. Khi muén chuin
bi moOt ngudi nao cho cadc muc ti€u ctia minh, Thién Chia dung
40 ngay:

e Cudc ddi ciia Noe dudce bién d6i sau 40 ngay trdi d6 mura.

e Moisen dugc bién d6i sau 40 ngay & trén ndi Sinai.

e C4c thdm tif quan dudc bién ddi sau 40 ngay trén P4t Hia.

MOT HANHTRINH CO MUC PICH 15



e Pavit dugc bién ddi sau 40 ngay thach thic cia Goliat.

o Elia dudc bién d6i khi Thién Chda cho 6ng 40 ngay sic

manh tor chi m6t bita an.

e Ca thanh Ninivé da dugc bién d6i khi Thién Chia cho

dan 40 ngay d€ hoén cai.

e Diic Giésu da dudc 40 ngay trong hoang dia ban sic

manh.

e C4dc mon dé da dugc bién ddi sau 40 ngay & véi Pidc

Giésu Phuc Sinh.

40 ngay tdi s& bién ddi cude ddi ciia ban.

Cudn sach nay dudc chia thanh 40 chuong nhd. T6i thiét
tha van nai ban hay chi doc m&i ngdy mot chuong, d€ ¢6 thdi
gian suy nghi vé nhitng ham y clia né cho d5i ban. “Hdy cdi
bién con nguoi anh em bdng cdch déi méi tam than, hdu cé thé
nhdn ra dau la y Thién Chita: Cdi gi t6t, cdi gi dep long Chiia,
cdi gi hoan hdo” (Rm 12, 2).

Mot Iy do khi€n hau hét sach vé khong bién d6i dudc chiing
ta, d6 14 ching ta qui ndn néng doc chuong k& tiép, chiing ta
khong biét dirng lai va danh thdi gian d€ ngdm nghi nghiém
tic nhitng gi vira doc. Chiing ta lao vao chan ly k& ti€p ma
ching suy tu nhitng gi vira mdi hoc qua.

Pung chi doc sach nay. Hay twong tdc vdi né. Gach dudi
né. Vi€t nhitng ¥ trdng riéng cda ban ra 1&. Hay bi€n né thanh
sach cia ban. Hay lam cho né thanh cia ri€éng ban! Nhing
cudn sich da gitp t6i nhiéu nhat 14 nhitng cudn t6i da phan
ting lai, ch& khong chi doc sudng.

4NET PAC TRUNG GIUP BAN

Cudi mdi chuong s& ¢6 mdt phan dudc goi 1a “Nghi VE
Muc Pich Bsi T6i”. O d6, ban sé& thay:

o Mot diém dé suy tu. PAy 13 c6t 16i chan 1y tém két mot
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nguyén tic clia mot cudc ddi-c6-dich-hudéng ma ban cé thé suy
trr sudt ca ngay. Thanh Phaold titrng bdo Timdté: “Anh hdy hiéu
diéu 16i néi, vi Chiia sé ban cho anh on théng hiéu moi sw” (2Tm
2,7).

e Mt cdu Kinh Thdnh dé nhé. Pay 13 cau Kinh Thanh day
mdt chin 1y tr chuong sach 4y. Néu ban that sy mudn cai thién
dd1 minh, thi viéc tdm ni¢ém nhing cau Kinh Thanh s€ la théi
quen quan trong nhat ma ban c6 thé bit diu. Ban c6 thé ghi
nhitng ciu nay trén nhitng tAim thé nhé d€ mang theo minh, hoic
cudn s8 tay Kinh Thanh Purpose-Driven Life Scripture Keeper
Plus.

o Mbt cdu héi dé¢ nghién ngam. Nhitng ciu hdi nay gitp
ban d3o sau ham y cia diéu vira doc va cach thic d€ ap dung
né vao cudc sdng riéng cla ban. T6i khuyén khich ban nén
viét nhitng ciu tra 13i ra 1& sach hay trong mot cudn sé tay.
Viét xuéng nhitng suy tr cia minh 13 cich t6t nhat d€ 1am
sang to ching.

Trong phan Phu truong 1, ban sé tim th4y:

e Nhitng céu hdi thdo lugn. T6i hét 1ong khuyén khich
ban hay ciing doc cudn sach niy véi mot hay nhiéu ngudi ban
clia minh trong 40 ngay sip t6i. Mot hanh trinh bao gid cling 6t
dep hon khi né dudc chia sé. V6i mot ban déng hanh hay véi
mot nhém nhé ciing doc, ban ¢6 thé thao luan nhitng gi da doc
va cling nhau d6i chiu cac ¥ tudng. Piéu nay sé& gitip ban trd
nén manh mé va siu sic hon vé mat tAm linh. Su phat trién tAm
linh dich thuc khdng bao gio 13 mot cude theo dudi don doc, ca
nhan. Su trudng thanh thudng dugc sén sinh qua cac mdi twong
giao va cdng doan.

Céch t6t nhat d€ gidi thich muc dich Thién Chda danh cho
ddi ban 12 hay d€ Kinh Thanh tu né néi 1én. Vi thé trong sach
nay, Kinh Thanh sé dugc trich din rdng rii véi hon mot ngan
cau khac nhau.

MOT HANHTRINH CO MUC PICH 17



TOI HANG CAU NGUYEN CHO BAN

Khi viét cudn sach nay, t6i hing cdu nguyén d€ ban cam
nghiém dugc ¥ nghia tuyét vdi clia niém hy vong, nghi luc va
niém vui dén tir viéc khdm pha nhitng 1y do ma Thién Chda
dit ban trén hanh tinh nay d€ ban thuc hién. Khéng gi tuyét
hao hon th&! T6i vui mirng vi biét dugc nhitng di€u 16n lao sép
x4y dén véi ban. Chiing da x4y ra cho t6i va tdi ching bao gid
con nhu trude day tif ngay t6i phdm phé ra muc dich ddi toi.

Vi biét dude nhitng 1di ich, t61 mudn thach thifc ban theo
dudi chit ché hanh trinh thiéng liéng 40 ngay nay, ding dé
mat mot bai doc clia ngdy ndo. Cudc séng clia ban dang danh
thdi gis d€ suy nghi vé né. Hay sip xép thdi bi€u cho cong
viéc nay. N&u ban dan than vao d6, hay ky vao ban cam két.
Viéc ban ky tén vao mot ban cam két nhu thé 12 mot diéu rat
¥ nghia. N&u ¢6 mot ngudi dong hanh ciing doc vdi ban, hay
mdi ho cling ky tén. Nao cling nhau, chiing ta b4t diu!

18 SONG THEO PUNG MUC DICH



V61 on Chia g1up,.‘u
;k
sap téi cho VIQx ﬁpha muc dich
cia Thi€n G.l;\ua cho doi téi.

JFJ

trél'anh tron 40 ngay

Tén ctia ban

Tén clia ban dong hanh

Ay

Rick Warren
“Hai thi t6t hon mot, vi hai nguoi lam viéc

da co nguoi kia ndng day.
Mot minh dé bi tan cong,
c6 hai nguoi dt sé duong ddu ndi;
dady chdp ba ddu dé gi diit?”
(Gv 4,9.10a.12).

cuc kho' sé thu nhdp khd hon. Nguoi nay ngd
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TOI SONG G POI NAY PE LAM GI?

“Ai cdy tréng vao ciia cdi, nguoi dy sé quy ngd,
con chinh nhdn sé vuon lén nhu canh ld xanh tuoi”

(Cn 11, 28).

“Phiic thay ké ddt niém tin vao Ditc Chiia,
va c6 Ditc Chiia lam ché nuong than.
Nguoi &y nhu cdy tréng bén dong nudc,
ddam ré sdu vao mach sudi trong,
miia néng cé dén ciing chdng so gi,

ld trén canh vén cit xanh tuoi,
gdp ndm han hdn ciing chdng ngai,
va khong ngirng tré sinh hoa trdi”

(Gr 17, 7-8).

TOI SONG & POINAY PE LAM GI?
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TAT CA KHOI SU VOI THIEN CHUA

“..Vi trong Ngai, muén vat dugc tao thanh
trén troi cung dudi dat, hitu hinh véi vé hinh...
Tat cd déu do Thién Chiia tao dung
nho Ngai va cho Ngai”

(Col 1, 16).

“Néu ban khéng thita nhan cé mét Thién Chiia,
thi vén dé muc dich doi nguoi sé vé nghia”
(Bertrand Russel, mOt ngudi khong tin).

Muc dich d5i ban khong quy vé ban.

Muc dich ddi ban thi mudn phan cao cd hon nhitng gi ma cé4
nhan ban thanh dat, hon ca binh an ndi tAim va hon ca hanh phiic
clia chinh ban. Muc dich d6 mudn phan cao c4 hon gia dinh,
nghé nghiép va ca nhitng tc mo hay nhitng tham vong cudng si
nhét cda ban. Néu ban mudn hiéu tai sao ban dudc dat trén hanh
tinh nay, ban phai bit ddu v4i Thién Chia. Ban dugc sinh ra bdi
muc dich ctia Ngai va cho muc dich ctia Ngai.

Cudc tim ki€m muc dich di minh da Iam bao ngudi bdi 161
qua hang ngan nam. BSi vi ching ta chon sai khdi diém: ban
than chiing ta. Ching ta dat nhitng cu héi t quy vé minh nhu':
T6i mudn lam gi? Toi phai 1am gi véi cude ddi t6i? Pau 1a muc
ti€u cia t61, dau la tham vong cia t61, dau la wvdc mo ciia 61,
dau 1a twong lai ciia t6i? ThE ma, viéc quy vao ban thdn nhu

TOI SONG § DPOINAY BE LAM GI? 23



thé sé khdng bao gid hé md cho chiing ta thdy dudc muc dich

dsi minh, dang khi “Chinh Thién Chiia ndm trong tay hon

ciia moi sinh vdt ciing nhu hoi thd cia tdt cd nguoi pham” (G
12, 10).

Trai véi nhitng gi sach

\/“f’]‘ ~ v3, phim anh va céc khoa hoi

thao kha phd bién néi véi ban,

ban s€ khéng bao giG kham

phéd dudc y nghia ddi minh

Quy vao bdn thdn sé
khong bao gio hé md cho
ching ta thdy dugc muc

dich doi minh. bang qucc Hlal nhin vao bén
trong ban than. Hinh nhu ban
f\g\}\, "~ da c6 thtt nhiéu 14n. Ban

khong ty tao dugc ban thén,
nén khong cach nao ban cé thé biét minh dudc tao dung cho muc
dich nao! N&u tdi trao vao tay ban mot phat minh ma ban chua
bao gid th4y, ban sé khdong bi€t muc dich clia né va ngay
diéu phat minh, tv né ciing khong néi duge diéu d6 cho ban.
Chi ngudi phat minh hodc cudn sidch chi din cia ngudi ay
mdi cho ban bi€t muc dich cda phét minh dé.

LAn kia, bi lac trong nii, t6i dirng lai d€ héi dudng vé trai,
ngudi ta bao 61, “Ong khong thé dén dé nir ddy. Ong phai khdi
hanh tir phia bén kia ndi!”. Tuong ty nhu th&, ban khéng thé
hiéu dugc muc dich d5i ban bing cdch mai nhin vao ban than.
Ban phai bit dau v6i Thién Chia, Pang Tao Thanh ban. Ban
hién hitu chi vi Ngai mudn ban hién hitu. Ban dudc tao dung bdi
Thién Chda va cho Thién Chda - va cho dén khi ban hiéu duge
diu d6, cudc sdng s& khong bao gidj c6 ¥ nghia. Chi trong Thién
Chia, ching ta mdi kham ph4 ra ngudn gdc, cin tinh, ¥ nghia,
muc dich, tam quan trong va dinh ménh ctia chinh minh. Moi
néo dudng khac chi din dén ngd cut.

Nhiéu ngudi tim cach ding Thién Chida cho muu ciu riéng
clia minh, nhung diéu d6 dao 16n tv nhién va tat nhién din dén
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that bai. Ban dugc tao dung cho Thién Chia, khéng thé ngugc
lai, va d5i s6ng clia ban 13 d@€ Thién Chia st dung cho nhitng
muc dich ctia Ngai, ban khong thé stt dung Thién Chida cho muc
dich ri€ng cia minh. Thanh Phaold néi: “Hudng di ciia tinh xdc
thit la sy chét, con hudng di ciia Than Khi la sw séng va binh an”
(Rm 8, 6).

T6i da tirng doc nhiéu sach véi nhitng phudng cach dé nghi
nhim kham pha muc dich ddi t6i. T4t ca c6 thé dugc x&p thanh
loai sach “tu hoc 1am ngudi” vi ching tiép can van dé nay tir
quan diém céi t6i 1a trung tAm.

Sach tw hoc 1am ngudi, k€ ca nhitng sach Kitd gido, thudng
c6ng hi€n nhitng budc ¢6 sin gidng nhau giip ban tim ra muc
dich ddi ngudi nhu: Hay quan tdm dén nhitng uvdc md! Hay
nhén chin cac gia tri clia ban! Hay dat ra cdc muc ti€u! Pau
12 s& trudng cia ban? Hay vuon cao hon! Hay thuc hién diéu
dé! Hay c6 tinh than ky luat! Hay tin, ban sé& dat dudc cic
muc tiéu! Ban con can dén nhitng ngudi khac! Khong bao gis
bd cude!

Di nhién, nhitng 13i khuyén nay thudng din dén nhitng
thanh c6ng 16n. Thudng thi ban c6 thé dat mét muc tiéu néu
dat tam tri vao d6. Nhung dé€ thanh céng va thod mén trong
viéc tim biét muc dich ddi ban thi khéng hoan toan nhu thé.
Ban c6 thé dat dugc tit c& muc tiGu c4 nhén, thanh cng ryc
13 theo c4ch nhin cia ngudi ddi, nhung ban vdn mu tit vé nhitng
muc dich, ma vi chiing, Thién Chia da c4t cong tao dung ban.
Ngoai nhitng 151 khuyén hoc 1am ngudi, ban con cAn dén nhiéu
diéu khac. “Ai mudn citu mang séng minh thi sé mdt; con ai
liéu mdt mang séng minh vi Thdy, thi sé tim duoc mang soéng
dy” (Mt 16, 25).

Pay khong phai 1a cudn sich hoc 1am ngudi, cling khong
phai 14 cudn sach gitdp ban chon ding nghé nghiép, hoan thanh
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nhirng vdc md hay hoach dinh ddi minh. N6 cling kh6éng gidp
nhdi nhét bao hoat d6ng khac vao mot thdi bi€u von da qua tai
ndi ban. Thuc ra, né gidp ban 1am it lai biing c4ch tap trung
va0 nhitng gi thi€t y&u nhat. Cudn sach nay dé cap viéc ban
phai trd nén diéu ma Thién Chda dang chd dgi khi Ngai tao
dung ban.

Vay thi 1am thé& nao ban c¢6 thé kham pha muc dich ma vi
né ban dudc tao thanh? Ban chi ¢6 hai lva chon. Lwra chon dau
tién 12 suy dodn, phan 16n
nhiu ngudi da chon cich \/“{”’/‘
nay. Ho phong doa’l/n, ho Ban duoc tao dung bdi
suy luan, ho Iy thuyCthod. 7 s va cho Thien Chiia
Khi ngudi ta néi “T01luon - va cho dén khi ban hiéu
lu6én nghi cudc sOng 1a...”
nghia 13 “day 1a diéu t6i
phéng doén ding nhat”.

Qua hang ngan nam, /ﬁq\'
bao triét gia sdng gia da
tranh luan va phdng dodn v& ¥ nghia cudc dvi. Tri€t 1y 14 mot
mdn quan trong va c¢é nhiéu tng dung, nhung khi phai x4c
dinh y nghia cudc doi, thi ngay nhitng tri€t gia thong thdi
nh4t cling chi suy dodn.

duoc diéu do, cudc soéng sé

khong bao gio co y nghia.

Tién si Hugh Moorhead, mdt Gido st triét hoc tai Pai hoc
Northeastern Illinois, da tirng viét thu cho 250 triét gia, khoa
hoc gia, van si va nhitng nha thong théi trén thé gidi d€ hdi ho
“dau 12 ¥ nghia cudc ddi?”. Ri 6ng phat hanh cic cau tra 15
clia ho trong mdt cudn sach. Mot vai vi dua ra nhitng phdng
do4n hay nhat cda minh, mot s6 khac thira nhan riing ho chi méi
nghi dé€n né va sd khéc thanh that hon khi néi ring ho khong ¢6
kha ning tra 15i. Thyc t&, mot s6 nha thong thai ndi tiéng da
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yéu cau chinh Gido su Moorhead cho NGAY THU NHAT

biét, vay thi liéu Gido su ¢6 cau tra 13i TAT CA
cho ciu hdi d6 chua!t KI‘{%!ISU
May thay, d¢€ bi€t y nghia cudc doi, THIEN CHUA

cOn c¢6 mot chon lva khéc thay cho viéc

suy doan. D6 chinh 1a kho tang mdc khdi.

Chiing ta hdy tim dén vé6i nhitng gi Thién Chda da mic khai
trong chinh LJi cda Ngai. Phuong cach d& dang nhat d€ kham
pha muc dich cia mot phat minh 1a hdi chinh ngudi da phat
minh né. Viéc kham pha muc dich ddi ban ciing vay: Hay hoi
Thién Chia.

Thién Chia khéng d€ ching ta do dAm va phéng dodn mo
hé trong taim t61. RS rang, Ngai da mic khai nim muc dich cudc
ddi ching ta ngang qua Kinh Thanh. P6 14 cuén CAm Nang Cia
Chti Nhan cét nghia tai sao ching ta s6ng, phai séng 1am sao,
diu gi phai tranh, dicu gi dudc ngudng vong trong tudng lai.
CAm nang nay cit nghia tat cd nhitng gi ma sdch hoc lam
ngudi hay séch tri€t 1y khdng gidi thich duge. Thanh Phaold
n6i: “Chiing t6i gidng day 1é khén ngoan nhiém mdu ciia Thién
Chiia da dugc giit bi mdt, lé khén ngoan ma Thién Chiia da
tién dinh tr trudc mudn doi, cho chiing ta dugc vinh hién.
Nhung nhw da chép: ‘Diéu mdt chdng hé thdy, tai chdng hé
nghe, long nguoi khéng hé nghi téi, dé lai la diéu Thién Chiia dd
don sdn cho nhitng ai yéu mén Ngai’” (1Cr 2, 7.9).

Thién Chia khdng chi 12 khdi diém nhung Ngai con 14 cdi
ngudn cia cudc ddi ban. PE kham pha muc dich dd1 minh, ban
phai nai d&€n LJi cia Thién Chida chit khong nai dé€n khon ngoan
clia ngudi doi. Ban phai xay dung ddi minh trén nhitng chan ly

Hugh S. Moorhead, comp., The Meaning of Life According to Our Century’s
Greatest Writers and Thinkers (Chicago: Chicago Review Press, 1988).
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vinh cttu chi khong phai trén nhitng triét 1y phd cap, trén nhitng
dong Iuc thanh cong hay trén nhitng miu chuyén diéu cam.
“Thién Chua la Ddng lam nén moi su theo quyét dinh va y muén
ciia Ngai, da tién dinh cho
chiing t61i ddy lam co nghiép
riéng theo k& hoach ciia Ngai”
(Ep 1, 11). Cau Kinh Thanh
nay cho ching ta ba nhan thic
v¢é muc dich cudc doi:

1. Ban sé khdm ph4 ra
can tinh va muc dich d61 minh
ngang qua mdi twong giao vdi
Pbitc Giésu Kitd. Néu ban chura 6, 161 s& hudng din ban cich bt
d4u dé€ c6 duge mdi twong giao do.

2. Thién Chda da nghi dén ban tr l4u, trudc khi ban nghi
dén Ngai. Muc dich Ngai danh cho ddi ban da c6 truée khi ban
dudc hoai thai. Ngai hoach dinh diéu d6 truce khi ban hién hitu
ma khéng cdn héi ban. Ban c6 thé chon cho minh mot nghé
nghi¢p, mOt ngudi ban ddi, nhitng sd thich, va bao nhi€u chuyén
khdac, nhung ban khong thé lva chon muc dich d5i minh.

3. Muc dich ddi ban phtt hgp véi muc dich ctia ca vi tru 16n
lao ma Thién Chia da hoach dinh cho d6i d6i. 6 1a nhitng gi
ma cudn sach nay s& néi dén.

Andrei Bitov, mot tiu thuyét gia ngudi Nga, 16n 1én trong
mdi trudng nhitng ngudi khong bi€t Thién Chida. Nhung Thién
Chda da cho 6ng gap dude Ngai vao mdt ngay budn tham. Ong
nhd lai: “Nam hai muoi by tudi, khi dang ngdi trén tau dién
ngdm thanh phd Leningrad (nay 13 St. Petersburg), tdi da trai
qua mdt con tuyét vong khon ciing d&n ndi dudng nhu cudc ddi
t6i da thinh linh chdm dit, twong lai thi tréng rdng chit dirng néi
t6i ¥ nghia. BOng nhién, sau tit cA nhitng xic cdm dé, mot ¥
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twdng xuAt hién: “Khéng cé Thién Chiia, doi that vé nghia”. Lip
di 14p lai cAu néi 4y trong kinh ngac, t6i hinh dung y twéng d6
nhu chiéc thang cudn ciia nha ga ma t6i da nhay 1én dé ra khoi
tau dién va budc di trong 4nh sang cda Thién Chia”.? C6 thé
ban da tirng cam thay tim t61 vé muc dich ciia ban trong cudc
ddi. Chiic mirng ban, ban sép budc ra v6i 4nh séng!

"\43.»'\/ ’ T
NGAY T THUNHAT

NGHI Vi MUC PIiCH POI TOI

Mt diém dé suy tw: Muc dich cudc doi khong
quy vé ban.

Mot cdu Kinh Thdnh dé nhé: “Trong Ngai, mudn
vat duoc tao thanh, trén troi cung dudi dat, hitu hinh
va vé hinh... Tdt cd déu do Thién Chiia tao dung nho
Ngai va cho Ngai” (Cl 1, 16).

Mt cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: Diu moi thit quang
céo dang vay quanh, 1am sao tdi ¢6 thé tv nhi, séng
thuc su 12 s6ng cho Chia chtt khong phai sdng cho
t61?

L - /‘{.{,.\',

2David Friend, ed., The Meaning of Life (Boston: Little, Brown, 1991), 194,
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KHONG PHAIATiN}} cO
MA BAN HIEN HUU

“Ditc Chiia, Dang tao thanh nguoi,
Ddng ndn ra nguoi tir khi nguoi con trong long me”
(Is 44, 2a).

“Thién Chiia khéng dé nhat luc”
(Albert Einstein).

Khoéng phai tinh ¢ ma ban hién hitu.

Ban chao ddi khong do mot nhAm 1An, mot rii ro va su' sdng
clia ban khong phai 14 may rii clia thién nhién. C6 thé cha me
ban khong ti€n li¢u viéc ban ra ddi, nhung vSi Thi€én Chia thi
c6 ddy! Ngai khong ngac nhién chit nao viéc ban chao doi.
That ra, Ngai trong dgi dicu do.

Trudc khi ban duge dau thai trong 1ong me, Thién Chiia da
cuu mang ban trong tdm tri Ngai. Ngai 1a ngudi diu tién nghi
dén ban. Khong phai 1a dinh ménh, 12 tinh ¢d, 12 may min, cling
ching 14 ngiu nhién ma ngay lic nay ban dang hit thd. Ban
dang s6ng vi Thién Chida da mudn tao thanh ban! “Viéc Chiia
lam cho con, Ngai s& hoan tat; lay Chiia, mudn ngan doi Chiia
vén tron tinh thuong” (Tv 138, 8a).

Thién Chiia da vach vé ting chi ti€t cho than thé ban. Ngai
can nhic chon lua cho ban mdt sic tdc, mot mau da, mdt mau
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téc va bao nhi€u nét dac trung khac ndi ban. Ngai tao hinh ban
theo y Ngai mudn. Ngai ciing x4c dinh nhitng tai nang bam sinh
va tinh ddc d4o ndi con ngudi cda ban. “Xuong cét con, Ngai
khéng la ldm gi, khi con duogc thanh hinh trong noi bi dn, duoc
théu dét trong long dat thdm sdu” (Tv 138, 15).

Vi riing Thién Chia c¢6 1y do khi tao dung ban, nén Ngai
ciing da dinh lidu thoi diém ban sinh ra va thoi han ban s& s6ng.
Ngai hoach dinh ngay ddi ctia ban, chon chinh x4c gid sinh, gio
t&. “Con mdi la bao thai, mdt Ngai da thdy; moi ngay doi dugc
danh sdn cho con déu thdy ghi trong s6 sdch Ngai, trudc khi ngay
ddu ciia doi con khdi su” (Tv 138, 16).

Thién Chia cling dinh s&n noi ban dugc sinh ra, ¢4 ndi ban
s€ sdng cho muc dich cia Ngai. Sic toc, qudc tich clia ban
khong 14 ngiu nhién. Ngai khéng d€ mot chi tiét nao tinh cd
x4y ra. Ngai hoach dinh moi di€u d6 cho muc dich ciia Ngai.
“Tir mot nguoi duy nhdt, Thién Chiia dd tao thanh toan thé
nhdn loai, dé ho & trén khdp mdt dat, Ngai da vach ra nhitng
thoi ky nhdt dinh va nhiing ranh gidi cho noi & ciia ho” (Cv 17,
28). Khong gi trong cudc ddi ban 14 ngiu nhién. Tat ca déu ¢
muc dich.

P4ng ngac nhién hon ca 12 Thién Chia da quyét dinh ban
dudc sinh ra lam sao.

B4t luan trong hoan canh nio ban dudgc sinh ra hay cha
me ban 12 ai, Thién Chia ciing da c6 k&€ hoach khi tao dung
ban. Khong cin biét cha me ban t6t xau hay lanh ling, Thién
Chda chi biét hai ngudi nay c6 di yéu t6 chinh x4c trong viéce
tao géne d€ dap ng yéu ciu cia Ngai 13 “chinh ban” theo y
nghi ctia Ngai. Cha me ban ¢6 ding loai ADN ma Thién Chia
cAn d€ tao nén ban.

Cho di ¢6 nhitng ngudi cha, ngudi me bat hgp phap, nhung
khong hé ¢6 nhitng dira con bat hgp phap. C6 nhiéu tré em chao
ddi ngoai du ki€n clia cha me nhung khong tré nao lai khong c6
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du li€u ctia Thién Chda. Muc dich ciia Thi€n Chia da tinh trude
14m 15 cda con ngudi, ngay ca 1di 161i.

Thién Chia khong bao gid 1am mot cai gi cach ngiu hitng,
ciing khong bao gid méc phai sai 1dm. Ngai ¢6 1y do cho moi sur
Ngai da dung nén. Mdi cay xanh, mdi con vat déu dudc Ngai
hoach dinh va mdi con ngudi lai dugc Ngai tao dang, vé kiéu
véi mot muc dich ri€éng. Pong Iyc thic bach Thi€én Chida tao
dung ban chinh 1a tinh y€u ctia Ngai. “Trong Puc Kito, Ngai da
chon ta trude cd khi tao thanh vii tru, dé trude thdnh nhan Ngai,
ta tré nén tinh tuyén thanh thién nho tinh thuong ciia Ngai” (Ep
1,4).

Thién Chia nghi dén ban trudc cd khi Ngai tao dung thé
gidi. Thuc ra, d6 1a Iy do Ngai tao thanh né! Ngai thi€t k&€ moi
trudng hanh tinh nay chi dé
ching ta séng trong d6. \‘/‘2"/‘

Ching ta 12 diém hdi tu cia
tinh yéu Ngai, ciing 1 diéu
quy gi4 nhat trong tat ca tao
vat cla Ngai. “Thién Chiia
ban phiic lanh cho ho, va
Thién Chiia phdn véi ho: Hay \lp’rf,\

sinh s6i ndy nd thit nhiéu cho

ddy mdt dat, va thong tri mdt dat. Hay lam bd chii cd bién, chim
troi va moi giong vat bo trén mgt dat” (St 1,28). Ngai yéu thusng
va quy trong ban biét bao!

Trude khi ban duoc ddu thai

trong long me, Thién Chiia

dd cwu mang ban trong tdm
tri Ngai.

Thién Chiia khong tuy tién; Ngai tao dung tat ca cach chinh
xac. Cang nghién cifu, cac nha vat 1y, cadc nha sinh hoc va cac
khoa hoc gia khéc cang gitip ching ta hi€u ro hon 1am sao vi tru
lai pht hgp mdt cach doc d4o cho sy hién hitu clia con ngudi dén
th& vé6i nhitng dac di€m chinh xdc duge tinh trude d€ con ngudi
¢6 thé soéng trén dé.

Tién si Michael Denton, chuyén gia nghién cttu di truyén
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hoc phan t& con ngudi tai Pai hoc NGAY THU HAI

Otago, New Zealand, két luan: “Moi KHONG PHAT
bing chitng hién c6 trong c4c nganh sinh TINH CO MA BAN
hoc déu ting ho cho diéu cdt 16i nay... HIEN HUU

vii tru 12 mot toan thé dugc thict k& dac

biét thich hop cho su s6ng va con ngudi nhu thé ddy 12 muc dich
va muc tiéu nén tang clia né, mot toan thé ma moi khia canh
cta thuc tai ¢6 duge ¥ nghia va ciu giai dap dua trén su kién
trung tdm nay”.> Kinh Thénh cling da néi nhitng diéu tuwong tr
ca ngan nam trudc: “Thién Chia da tao thanh trdi dat.. Ngai
khoéng tao dung cho né thanh hoang vu, nhung cdu tao cho muén
loai cwngu” (Is 45, 18).

Tai sao Thién Chda da 1am tat ca nhitng diéu dé? Tai sao
Ngai lai diy minh vao nhitng ric réi khi tao dung vi tru cho
chiing ta? BSi vi Ngai 1a Thién Chia
clia tinh yéu. Mot tinh yéu khong thé
do th&u nhung that ddng tin. Ban
dudc tao dung nhu mdt doi twong dic
biét cda tinh yéu Ngai! Ngai tao
dung ban d€ Ngai c6 thé yéu ban.
Pay 1a chan Iy d€ ban dung xay doi
minh.

Kinh Thanh néi, “Thién Chiia la tinh yéu” (1Ga 4, 8) ch&
khéng n61 Thi€n Chda cé tinh yéu. Ngai chinh Ia tinh yéu!
Tinh yéu la ban tinh cda Ngai. Mot tinh yéu tron hao trong
twong quan bing hitu cda Ba Ngdi, vi th€ Thién Chia khong
nhat thi€t cin phai tao dung ban. Ngai khong 1& loi don ddc.
Nhung Ngai mudn tao dung ban chi d€ biéu 16 tinh yéu cia
Ngai. “Ta dd ndng cdc nguoi tir trong long me, da hitng cdc nguoi

3 Michael Denton, Nature’s Destiny: How the Laws of Biology Reveal Pur-
pose inthe Universe (New York: Free Press, 1998), 389.
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tir liic chua chao doi. Cho dén khi cdc nguoi gia nua tudi tdc,
trude sau gi Ta van la Ta; cho dén khi cdc nguoi da méi téc bac,
Ta van con gdnh vdc cdc nguoi” (Is 46, 3-4).

Né&u khong ¢6 Thién Chia, chiing ta chi 1a nhitng “ngiu
nhién”, 14 két qua tinh ¢§ tuy tién trong vii tru. Ban hiy gap
sach va ding doc nita néu nhu cudc séng khdng ¢ muc dich
cling ching y nghia. S& khong c6 chuyén diing hay sai va ciing
that v vong sau nhitng nam thang ngin ngii clia ban trén mit
dat nay.

Thé& nhung, Thién Chia lai ¢6 d6! Ngai tao dung ban cho
mot muc dich va cude sdng ban lai ¢c6 mot ¥ nghia sau xa!
Chiing ta chi kham pha ra ¥ nghia va muc dich d6 khi nhan
Thién Chiia 1am di€m quy chi€u d5i minh. Cé4ch ding din duy
nhat d€ chiing ta hi€u biét chinh minh 1a nhd biét duge Thién
Chda 1a ai va Ngai da lam gi cho ching ta.

Nhitng van tho clia Russell Kelfer da tém tit diéu dé:

Ban la ban bdi c6 mdt nguyén do,

La thanh phdn mét chuong trinh ti mi.

La thiét ké quy hiém va hoan bi,

La con trai con gdi ddc biét ciia Chiia Troi.

Tréong vé ban dang di tim nguyén do,
Nhung Chiia Troi nao bao gio nhdm ldn.
Dét dan ban ngay tir long thdn mdu,
Ban la nguoi ma Ngai mudn tao thanh.

Ngai chon cho ban bdc sinh thanh,
Ban nghi sao ciing chdng hé gi,
Don ddt hang theo nhu thién y,
Mang ddu trién son ciia Chii nhan.
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Vét thuong ban dé gi citu chita,

Ngai bdt khéc khi ban phdi tén thuong;
Chiing dugc phép ndn diic tdn tém hon,
Cho ban I6n lén nén giéng Ngai hon nita.

Ban la ban bdi c6 mot nguyén do,
Chii vung roi, ban duoc tao thanh.
Ban la ban, héi nguoi ban yéu ddu,
Vi moét lé: trén cao c6 Chiia Troi!*

NGHI VE MUC PICH POI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tu: Khong phai tinh ¢ ma t6i
hién htu.

Mot cdu Kinh Thdnh dé nhé: “Diic Chiia, Déing
tao thanh nguoi, Ddng ndn ra nguoi tir khi nguoi con
trong long me” (Is 44, 2a).

Mot cdu héi dé nghién ngam: Biét ring Thién
Chia da tao dung t6i cach doc ddo, vay tdi ¢6 chap
nhan tinh cich cila 61, ki€n thifc cda t6i va ngoai
hinh ciia t6i khong? PE chap nhan, t6i dang chién dau
& 1anh vuc ndo nhat?

* Russel Kelfer. Dudc phép dung
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PIEU Gi DANG DINH HUONG
CUOC POI BAN?

“T6i nhdn thdy rdng trong céng viéc,
con nguoi chdp nhan moi gian khé
va van dung hét tai ndang
chi vi muén ganh dua vdi nhau.
Nhung viéc do ciing chi la phu vin,
la cong da trang xe cdt”

(Gv 4,4).

“Con nguoi séng khong cé muc dich
twa con tau khong bdanh ldi -
vdt viedng, khong ra vat
cling chdng ra nguoi”
(Thomas Carlyle).

Cudc d5i mdi ngudi dude dinh hudng bdi mot diéu gi doé.

Phan 16n cac tir dién dinh nghia dong tir “drive” 1a “hudng
dAn, 14i xe, ki€ém soat hay dinh hudng”. Ho#c 13 ban dang 14i
mot chi€e xe, déng mot chi€e dinh hay ddnh mdt trai banh
golf, 4y 14 ban dang hudng din, ki€m soat va dinh huéng cho
né vao lic dé. Vay thi trong cudc sdng cda ban, dong luc ndo
dang dinh huéng ddi ban?

Ngay lic nay, ¢6 1& ban dang bi dinh hudng bdi mot van dé,
mdt sifc ép hay mot thdi han nao d6. C6 thé ban dang bi dinh
huéng bdi mot ky e dau x6t, mot ndi s¢ dang 4m anh hay mot

36 SONG THEO PUNG MUC PICH



niém tin v6 thitc. C6 thé c6 d&n hang tram hoan canh, gid tri va
cam xtc dang giing co cudc sdng ban. 0] day, c6 nam diéu thudng
g4p nhat:

Nhiéu ngudi bi dinh huéng béi méc cam toi 18i. Ho phi ca
cudc ddi d€ chay trén nhitng ti€c xSt va che gidu nhitng hd then.
Nhitng ngudi thudc nhém nay bi hanh ha bdi ky we. Ho d€ qua
khtt diéu khién tuong lai. Mot cach vo thic, ho thudng tritng
phat chinh minh biing c4ch pha hdng nhitng thanh cong riéng
clia minh. Khi Cain pham t0i, t0i ctia y da 16i y ra khdi su hién
dién ctia Thién Chda, va Thién Chda phéan: “Nguoi phdi lang
thang phiéu bat trén mdt dat” (St4, 12). Diéu d6 md t4 - hiu hét
con ngudi thdi nay - lang thang trong cudc séng ma khong cé
muc dich.

Chuing ta 13 san ph4m ctia qua khit chinh minh, nhung chiing
ta khong phai 1a t0 nhén ctia n6. Muc dich cia Thién Chia
khong bi gidi han bdi qua khit cda ban. Ngai bién mot ké giét
ngudi ¢6 tén Mdisen thanh mdt nha lanh dao, bi€n mdt ké hén
nhét ¢6 tén Gidéon thanh mét anh hing ding cdm, va Ngai
cling ¢6 thé 1am bao diéu ky diéu véi nhitng ngay con lai clia
ddi ban. Thién Chda thanh thao trong viéc cho con ngudi lam
lai mot khdi dau tioi mdi. “Hanh phiic thay ké 16i lam ma duoc
tha thit, nguoi cé toi ma dugc khoan dung” (Tv 32, 1).

Nhiéu ngui bi dinh huéng béi oan hon va gian dir. Ho
gilf chat nhitng thuong t6n va khéng bao gid vugt qua ching.
Thay vi 1am nhe ndi dau bing viéc tha thit, ho cif nhai di nhai
lai n6 trong tAm hdn. Mot sd ngudi thudc loai ndy trd nén “cAm
nin” va song trong uit e dang khi nhitng ngudi khac thi “nd
tung” va triit xudng khong thudng x6t trén ngudi khac. Ca hai
phan ting nay déu khong lanh manh va ching gitip ich gi.

Su gian dif [u6n gay thuong tich cho ban hon 1a cho ngudi
ma ban odn hdn. Pang khi ngudi xdc pham ban c6 1€ da quén
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diu 4y va s6ng nhdn nho dau d6 thi ban lai tiép tuc Ap d ndi dau
va mai kéo dai qua khd cia minh.

Ban hay nghe: Nhitng ngudi gay thudng tich cho ban trong
qué khit khong thé tiép tuc da thuong ban ngay lic nay trir
phiban cit 6m 4p ndi dau qua sy gian dit. Qua khit cia ban 1a
nhitng gi da qua! Khéng gi thay déi né. Chinh ban dang ty
gdy thuong tich cho minh vdi ddng cay. D€ cifu 14y minh, ban
hay hoc biét né va d€ né ra di. “Qud vay, ndi sdu khé lam
nguoi dién phdi chét va gidn hon lam ké dai phdi tiéu vong”
(G5,2).

Nhiéu ngui bi dinh huéng béi s¢ hii. Nhitng ndi sd hai
clia ho c6 thé 13 hau qua ctia mot kinh nghiém thuong dau, nhitng
ky vong phi thuc, 16n 1&n trong mdt gia dinh nghiém khéc hoic
ngay ca do bam sinh di truyén. B qua nguyén nhan nay, ngudi
bi sd hii dinh huéng thudng danh mat bao cd hdi quy bau bdi ho
sd that bai. Thay vao d6, ho thod hiép v6iné cich an toan, tranh
mao hi€ém va tim c4ch gii nguyén hién trang.

Sd hai chinh 1a nha th
tr tao von khdng cho ban

trd nén con ngudi Thién \ﬂ”r

Chia mudn ban trd thanh. KhOAI’lg gi ddng gld hon ViéC

B\an phdi Fh‘Oét khdi n.é biét dugc nhitng muc dich
bang khi gidi cia dtc tin  7pisy Chia danh cho doi ban,
va tinh yéu. Kinh Thén}} va khéng biét chiing
nOL, “Tinh yéu khong biet . 41sn0 oi 6 thé bix dedp ducge.
dén so hdi; trdi lai, tinh yéu
hoan hdo loai trir so hdi, vi \/12.7\
so hdi gdn lién vdi hinh phat
va ai s¢ hdi thi khong dat tdi tinh yéu hoan hdo” (1Ga 4, 18).
Nhiéu ngudi bi dinh huéng béi chii nghia duy vat. Khat
vong chi€m hitu trd nén toan bd muc tiéu ddi ho. Pong Iuc nay
th6i thiic ho luén mudn ¢é nhiéu hon dua trén quan ni¢m léch
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lac 12 ¢6 nhiéu hon sé& hanh phiic hon, quan trong hon, an toan
hon; nhung ¢4 ba y twdng Ay déu khong ding. Ciia cai chi mang
lai mot thit hanh phic tam bg. Bdi 1€, vat thi khong thay d6i, va
hién nhién, ching ta s& chan ngdy dé€ rdi mong muén nhitng
mau ma mdi hon, 16n hon va t6t hon.

Ciing 14 14m tudng khi cho ring néu t6i ¢6 nhiéu hon, t6i s&
quan trong hon. Gia tri ciia ban than va gia tri cia tai san khong
gidng nhau. Gi4 tri ctia ban khong duge x4c dinh bdi nhitng thit
quy gi4 ban c¢6 va Thién Chida néi nhitng thit c6 gid nhdt & ddi
nay khong phai 12 vat chat!

Moét 1dm tuwdng phd bién nhat vé tién bac, 14 cang c¢é nhiéu,
t6i cang dudc an toan. Khong phai thé. Tai san cé thé bi tiéu
tan trong gidy lat bdi bao y&u td ngoai tAm tay ban. An toan
dich thuc chi ¢6 thé dudc tim thdy & ndi ma né khéng bao gid
bi tréc mat khdi ban - d6 14 mdi twong giao giita ban véi Thién
Chda.

Nhiéu ngudi bi dinh huéng béi nhu cAu duge ngudi khac
chap nhan. Ho d€ nhitng hoai bao clia me cha, vg chdng, thay
¢6 va ban be diéu khién d5i ho. Nhiéu ngudi trudng thanh vin
tim ki€m su tan thanh cda nhitng ngudi cha, ngudi me khong
may d& chiu clia ho. S& khac thi bi dinh huéng bdi 4p luc cia
ban b&, nén ludn lo 1dng vé nhitng gi ngudi khac c6 thé nghi vé
minh. That kh6ng may, nhitng ké chay theo ddm dong thudng
d4nh mAt minh trong dé.

T61 khong biét tat cd moi chia khoa dAn dén thanh cong,
nhung mot trong nhitng chia kho4 din dén that bai 14 tim cach
lam vui 1ong moi ngudi. Bi diéu khién bdi y kién clia ngudi
khéc 14 d4u hiéu b4do ddm cho thdy ban dang lam hdng nhitng
muc dich clda Thién Chia danh cho ddi ban. Pic Giésu ndi,
“Khéng ai c6 thé lam t6i hai chii” (Mt 6, 24a).

C6 thé con ¢c6 nhiing dong luc khac dinh huéng ddi ban,
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nhung tat ca déu dan dén bé tic: noi luc bi lang phi, cing thing
khong cin thiét, va mot cudc séng khong tran day.

Hanh trinh 40 ngay nay sé& chi cho ban lam c4ch nao dé
song mot cudc séng theo diing muc dich - mdt cude sdng dugc
diu dit, diéu khién va dudc dinh huéng bdi nhitng muc dich cia
Thién Chia. Khong gi ddng gi4 hon viéc biét duge nhitng muc
dich Ngai danh cho ddi ban, va khong biét ching thi khong gi c6
thé bu dip dudc, ddu 1a hanh phic, ddu 1a cla cai, ddu 1a ndi
danh hay lac thi. Khong muc dich, cudc séng chi 1a mot chuyén
dong v6 nghia, mot hoat dong v6 phuong, mot chudi su kién vo
ly. Khong muc dich, cudc séng that 1a vo tich sy, ti tién va vo
dung.

NHUNG LOTiCH CUA MQT POIT SONG
CO PINH HUONG

N#m 10i ich 16n lao ctia mot cude sdng theo diing muc dich:

Biét muc dich dem ¥ nghia cho cudc dvi ban. Chiing ta
duge tao dung d€ c6 mot y nghia. P4 1a 1y do tai sao nhiéu ngudi
thtr khdm ph4 muc dich d5i ho biing nhitng phuong phap kha
nghi nhu t& vi béi todn. Khi
cudc sdng c6 ¥ nghia, ban cé
thé ganh vac hau nhu tit cd moi
chuyén; khong cé ¥ nghia, thi
khong gi dang d€ ganh vic.

Mot thanh nién & tudi hai
muoi viét: “Tdi cdm thay doi
t6i nhur dang bé di vi t6i dang phan ddu d€ trd thanh mot diéu gi
dé, va tham chi tdi ciing khong biét d6 1a diéu gi. Nhitng gi t6i
biét 14 sOng 14y 14t qua ngay. Ngay ndo dé, n€u kham phé dudc
muc dich ddi t6i, t6i sé cam thay minh bit diu s6ng”.

Khong c6 Thién Chiia, cudc sdng khdng c6 muc dich. Khong
muc dich, ddi that vé nghia. Ma néu 1a v6 nghia, thi cudc doi
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chdng dang 1a gi va that vé vong. Trong Kinh Thanh, biét bao
ngudi da té bay ndi tuyét vong nay. Isaia than trach: “Phdn t6i,
161 dd néi ‘T6i vat vd luéng cong, phi siic ma chdng dugc gi’” (Is
49, 4). Giép néi: “Ngay doi t6i thdm thodt hon cd thoi dua, va
chdm ditt khéng mot tia hy vong” (G 7, 6), va “Con chdng thiét
tha gi, con ddu cé séng mdi, xin cit dé mdc con, vi doi con chi la
hoi thé” (G 7, 16). Tham hoa 16n nhat khong phai 1a cai chét,
nhung dé 13 mot cude sdng khdng ¢6 muc dich.

Niém hy vong c4p thiét cho ddi sdng nhu khong khi va nude.
Ban cin c6 hy vong dé duong dau. Bac si Bernie Siegel nhan
xét, 6ng c6 thé doan dugc bénh nhan ung thu nao sé& thuyén
gidm bing cdch hdi ho: “Ban ¢6 muén séng dén tram tudi
khong?”. Nhitng ai cAm nhan siu xa muc dich cudc sdng thi tra
151 “muén” va hau nhu ho da séng sét. Hy vong dén tr viéc
séng c6 muc dich.

N&u ban cadm thay tuyét vong? Pirng voi bd cudc! Vi nhitng
thay ddi ky diéu sdp xay dén vdi ban khi ban bit ddu s6ng mot
cudc song c¢6 muc dich. Thién Chda néi: “Vi chinh Ta biét cdc
ké hoach Ta dinh lam cho cdc nguoi - sdm ngén ciia Ditc Chiia
- k& hoach thinh viong chit khéng phdi tai wong, dé cdc nguoi
c6 mot tuong lai va mot niém hy vong” (Gr 29, 11). C6 thé ban
cam thay minh dang duong diu véi mot hoan canh khong thé
vUot qua, nhung thanh Phaold néi: “Xin tén vinh Ddng cé thé
dung quyén ndng dang hoat déng noi chiing ta, ma lam gdp
ngan ldn diéu ta ddm cdu xin hay nghi téi” (Ep 3, 20).

Biét muc dich s& lam cho cudc song ban tré nén don
gian. Nho bi€t muc dich, ban biét nhitng gi nén Iam va nhitng
gi khong nén lam. Muc dich trd thanh tiéu chuén d€ ban Iugng
gi4 viéc nao chinh y&u, viéc ndo phu tuy. Cach don gian, ban
hay tu hdéi: “Cong viéc nay ¢6 gitdp tdi hoan thanh muc dich
Thién Chuda danh cho ddi tdi khdng?”.

Vi mot muc dich khong 16 rang, ban sé khong ¢é nén tang
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dé thiét 1ap nhitng quyét dinh, phan phdi thdi gid va st dung
ngudn ning luc cia minh. Ban sé& d€ dang quyét dinh tuy hoan
canh, ap luc, va tAm trang Iic 4y. Ai khong biét muc dich cia
minh, s& ¢4 1am that nhiéu va didu dé dan dén dc ché, mét mdi
va xung dot.

Ban khong thé 1am moi chuyén dé vira 1ong moi ngudi.
Ban chi ¢6 dii thdi gid d€ 1am diéu Chda mudn. Lam mai khong
xong, nghia 14 ban dang ¢ 1am nhiéu hon nhitng gi Chtia mudn
(hodc cling c6 thé, ban dang xem tivi nhiéu). Mot ddi séng ¢

NGAY THU BA muc dich s& din d&€n mot phong cach

PIEUGIPANG song don gian vdi lich 1am viéc lanh

DINH HUONG manh hon. Sdch Chdm Ngbn ndi:

CUQCPOIBAN?  “Ngai chdng c6 chi thi khoe minh giau

c6, ké nhiéu clia cdi lai lam bj ting

ngheéo” (Cn 13, 7). Pdi sdng Ay ciing dem lai binh an noi tAm:

“Lay Chiia, Ngai quyét giit cho dédn duoc an cu lac nghiép, vi ho
tin vao Ngai” (Is 26, 3).

Biét muc dich sé gitip ban tap trung doi minh. Nho biét
muc dich, ban sé& tap trung nd luc va sic Iwc vao nhitng viéc
quan trong. Cong viéc ban 1am s& rat hi€u qua vi ban bi€t chon
loc. Theo ban tinh ty nhién, ngudi ta thudng mat tp trung vi
nhitng chuyén vun vit. Chiing ta chdi trd “Dudi Bdt Tam Phao”
bing ca cudc s6ng. Henry David Thoreau da nhan xét sau sic,
dé 1a sdng mot cudc séng “tuyét vong dm thdm” ma ngly nay
dudc my 6 hod 1& “tiéu khién vé dinh”. Nhiéu ngudi twa hd
nhitng con quay hdi chuyén, quay dién cudéng nhung khéng din
té1 dau.

Khong c6 muc dich 6 rang, ban sé& lién tuc thay d6i phuong
huéng, cong viéc, cic mdi tinh than, nha thd, va bao nhiéu
chuyén bén ngoai khac vdi hy vong mdi l1an d6i thay sé gitip
ban 6n dinh hon, ddng thdi 14p diy su tréng rdng trong tAm
hon. Ban nghi, C6 ¢ ldn nay moi chuyén sé khdc, nhung that ra
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né van khong giai quyét dude van dé thuc cia ban, d6 1a thi€u
tap trung, thi€u muc dich. Thanh Phaold néi: “Vi thé, anh em
ding hod ra ngu xudn, nhung hdy tim hiéu ddu la y Chiia” (Ep 5,
17).

Sttc manh ctia viéc tp trung c6 thé thdy & 4nh sang. Anh
sang khué&ch tan thi it ning lugng v it sifc tic dong, nhung ban
¢6 thé tap trung nang lugng cia 4nh sdng bing cach hoi tu né
lai. V@i mot kinh lip, nhitng tia ning mat trdi ¢6 thé hoi tu dé
dét chdy mot dam ¢d hay mot 5 gidy. Khi 4nh siang dudc tap
trung nhiéu hon, chdng han mdt tia lazer, c6 thé cit thiing thép.

Khong gi manh mé biang mdt ddi séng tap trung c6 muc
dich r6 rét. Nhitng con ngudi, nam cling nhu ni¥, da lam thay ddi
lich sit 1a nhitng con ngudi c6 mot ddi séng tap trung cao do.

Ching han thanh Téng P4 Phaold, o
hau nhu don thuong doc ma, ngai - - -
da rao gidng Kité gido xuyén sudt Néu ban mudn cugc

song cd sikc tde dong,

P& qudc Roma. Bi quyét cia ngai
hady tap trung nd!

12 mot ddi s6ng duge tap trung. Ngai

n6i: “Téi chi chii ¥ dén mot didu, 1 \/&/’\
quén di chdng dwong dd qua, dé lao
minh vé phia truée” ( P14, 13b).

Né&u ban mudn cudc sdng c6 sitc tic dong, hay tdp trung nd!
Ping 1am gi nita vdi, cling ditng 6m dém thai qué va hay lam it
lai! Hay loai b6t ngay c4 nhitng viéc t6t va chi 1am nhitng gi
quan trong nhat. Pirng bao git nhAm 14n cong viéc véi hicu
nang cong viéc. Ban c6 thé rat ban rdn ma khéng c6 muc dich,
nhung réi d€ 1am gi? Thanh Phaold néi: “Téi chay thding téi
dich, dé chiém dwoc phan thudng Thién Chiia danh cho ké duoc
Ngai kéu goi trong Duic Giésu Kit6” (Pl 3, 14).

Biét muc dich dem cho ban sy hiing hai. Muc dich lu6n
tao hing say. Khong gi dem lai nghi Ivc cho biing mdt muc dich
sang 6. Ngudc lai, nhiét huy&t bién tan khi ban thi€u muc dich.
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Chi viéc ra khdi giudng ciing trd nén ning né. Thong thudng,
chinh nhitng viéc vé tich su, chit khong phai vi qua nhiéu cong
viéc, khién ching ta nhut chi, kiét sifc va mat di niém vui.

George Bernard
Shaw viét: “Niém vui \w‘
dich thuc clia cudc s6ng
12 day: ddn than quén
minh vi muc dich ma
ban coi 1a cao cd nhat;
la séc manh tu nhi€n thay
vi bon chdn, ich ky, nhu o
nhudc va bat binh khi
nghi ring th& gi6i chdng dem chiit hanh phic nao cho ban”.

Biét muc dich chuén bj ban cho ¢6i doi doi. Nhiéu ngudi
sudt ddji ¢ tao nén mot tai san lau bén dudi th€, ho mudn dudc
nhé dén khi da qua ddi. Thé ma, diCu 61 hau khong phai 1a
nhitng gi nguoi ta néi nhung 1a nhitng gi Thién Chiia néi vé ban.
Piéu ma ngudi ta khong nhan ra 12 moi thanh qua déu qua di,
moi ky luc déu bi ph4, moi danh ti€ng déu phai md, va moi cdng
hién déu bi lang quén. Khi con hoc dai hoc, muc tiéu clia James
Dobson 14 trd thanh nha v6 dich quan vt clia trudng. Anh ty
hao khi th4y chiéc cup clia minh dugc dat ndi bat tai phong
trng bay. Nhiéu nam sau, ai d6 da gtti cho anh chiéc cup 4y
qua dudng buu dién, ngudi ta thdy né trong mot thing ric
khi nha trudng dudc sita sang. Jim néi: “Cho dén mot ngay nao
do, moi chién tich ciia ban déu sé diwgc ném vao sot rdc bdi mot
ai do!”.

Séng d€ gdy dung mot gia san dudi thé chi 13 mot muc tiéu
thi€n can. Ngudi khon ngoan hon sé diung thdi gid dé gdy
dung mot gia sdn doi doi. Ban khong dudge dit trén trdi dat
dé dugc twdng nhd, ban dudc tao dung d€ chuén bi cho coi ddi
doi.

Ban khong dugc ddt trén trdi
ddt dé dwoc tudng nhd, ban
dugc tao dung dé chudn bi cho
coi doi doi.
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Ngay kia, ban s€ ding trudc Thi€n Chia, Ngai s€ xét xem
cudc ddi ban, mot cude hach hdi cudi ciing trude khi ban bude
vao ¢di ddi doi. Kinh Thanh néi, “Qud thé, tdt cd chiing ta sé
phdi ra trudce toa Thién Chiia. Nhu
vay, mdi nguoi trong chiing ta sé
phdi trd 1oi vé chinh minh trudc
mdt Ngai” (Rm 13, 10c.12).

May thay, Thién Chida mudn
ching ta vugt qua cudc thi nay,
vi thé€ Ngai da cho cau hdi trudc.
T Kinh Thanh, chiing ta c6 th€ do4n trude hai cAu hdi then chot
ma Thién Chda s€& dat ra:

Trude hét, “Con dd lam gl vdi Pitc Giésu Kitd, con ciia
Ta?”. Ngai khong hdi bdi canh ton gido hay quan diém tin ly
clia ban. Piéu duy nhAt quan trong sé& 14, ban ¢6 chap nhan nhitng
gi Pitc Giésu da 1am cho ban va ban ¢6 hoc bi€t yéu mén va tin
cdy Ngai khong? Puic Giésu néi, “Chinh Thdy la con duong, la
su that va la sy séng. Khong ai dén véi Chita Cha ma khéng qua
Thdy” (Ga 14, 6).

Thd hai, “Con da lam gi vdi nhitng gi Ta ban cho con?”.
Ban da 1am gi vdi cudc ddi ban - tdt cd moi qua ting, tai
ning, cd hoi, nghi luc, cdc mdi twong quan va cidc ngudn luc
Thién Chida da ban cho ban? Ban da dung ching cho riéng
minh? Hay da s dung ching cho nhtng muc dich Ngai danh
cho ban?

Chuén bi hai cdu hdi d6 cho ban chinh 12 muc dich cia
cudn sach nay. CAu hdi thif nhat sé x4c dinh ban sé s6ng ddi
ddi ¢ ddu. Cau hdi thit hai xdc dinh ban s€ lam gi trong ¢di doi
ddi. Cudi cudn sach nay, ban sin sang d€ tra 15i hai cu hdi d6.
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NGAY THU BA T
NGHI Vi MUC PiCH PO TOI

Mot diém dé suy tu: S6ng theo ding muc dich 1a
dudng din dén binh an.

Mot cdu Kinh Thdanh dé nhé: “Lay Chiia, Ngai
quyét gitt cho dan duoc an cu lac nghiép, vi ho tin vao
Ngai” (Is 26, 3).

Mot cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: C6 phai nhitng gi
gia dinh va be ban t61 n6i 1a dong Iuc dinh huéng doi
t6i? T6i mudn diéu d6 sé 1a gi?

- —~l
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PUGC TAO DUNG CHO COI bOI BOI

“Thién Chiia... dd trong vinh citu

Nt

trong trdi tim con nguoi”.
(Gv 3, 11).

“Hdn Thién Chiia dd khong tao dung
mot hitu thé nhu con nguoi
dé hién hitu chi trong mot ngay!
Khong, khong,
con nguoi dugc tao dung cho bdt tir”

(Abraham Lincoln).

Cudc sdng nay khdng phai la tat ca.

Cudc s6ng tran gian chi 1a su tap dudt trude cho mdt tac
pham thuc su vé sau. Bén kia cai chét - trong c6i doi doi - ban
s€ trai qua mot thdi gian 14u dai hon cudc séng tai thé nay.
Trai dat chi 14 ndi chuén bi, 1a nha tré, noi thi nghiém ddi ban
cho cudc sdng vinh cttu. P6 chi 1a hdi tap dudt trude cude chdi,
mot vong chay khéi ddng trude cudc dua. Cudce séng nay la sy
chuén bi cho cudc séng ddi sau.

Nhiéu 14m 12 ban sé séng dén tram tudi trén trdi dat,
nhung ban s€ s6ng mai mai trong ¢di ddi ddi. Thdi gian clia
ban trén trai dat, néi nhu Thomas Browne, chi 13 “mdt ngoic
don bé ti teo trong cdi ddi d5i”. Ban dudc tao dung d€ ton tai
mudn doi.
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Kinh Thanh néi, “Thién Chiia dd tréong vinh citu trong trdi
tim con nguoi” (Gv 3, 11). Ty b4m sinh, ban da c¢6 ban ning
khao khat mot cudc sdng bat t. Ly do 13 vi Thién Chiia da tic
tao ban theo hinh 4nh Ngai d€ ban séng trong vinh cltu. Mic
d4u ching ta biét r6 moi ngudi déu phai chét, mot cdi chét xem
ra van bat thudng va bat cong. Ly do chiing ta cdm thay phai
song ddi ddi, chinh 12 vi Thién Chia da dat &€ khat vong d6 bén
trong mdi ngudi!

. ) Ngay kia, tim ban s€ ngirng dap. b6 1a
NGAYTHUTU  h4i két cda than x4c va thdi han cda ban
PUGC TAODUNG  trén trai dat, nhung dé khong phai 1a héi
CHO COIDOIDPOI k&t cda chinh ban. Than x4c tai thé chi 1a
ndi tam trd cho tinh than. Kinh Théanh goi
than x4c cia ban 1a “chi€c 1&u”, nhung khi dé cap than xac mai
ngay ctia ban, thi coi d6 1a mot “ngdi nha”. Kinh Thénh ndi,
“Qud that, chiing ta biét rdng: néu ngdi nha ciia ching ta & dudi
dat, la chiéc léu nay, bi phd huy di, thi chiing ta cé mét noi & do
Thién Chiia dung lén, mot ngdi nha vinh ciu & trén troi, khong
do tay nguoi thé' lam ra” (2Cr 5, 1).

Pang khi cudc séng trin gian c¢dng hi€n bao nhiéu chon
Iura, thi cudc séng vinh citu chi dua ra hai di€u: thién dang va
ho4 nguc. Tuong quan gita ban véi Thién Chia trén trai dat sé
quyét dinh tuwdng quan gitta ban véi Ngai trong ¢6i ddi doi. Néu
ban hoc biét yéu mén va tin

thac vao bac Giésu, Con mot - \"?/‘

clia Ngai, ban s€ dugc mdoi Cuodc SOA/I’lg n(jy la sy
vao chdn vinh cttu v6i Ngai. chudn bi cho cudc séng
Ngudc lai, néu ban chéi tir dvi sau.

tinh yé€u, sy tha th va dn ctitu \/7’\

d6 ctia Ngai, thi doi ddi ban v

s€ sO6ng xa c4ch Thién Chda.

C. S. Lewis n6i, “C6 hai loai ngudi: nhi'ng ngudi né1 véi
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Thién Chia ‘Y Cha thé hién’ va nhitng ngudi d€ Thién Chia
néi, ‘Pugc, vdy thi duong con con cit di’”. Tham thuong thay,
nhiéu ngudi chiu dung cdi d5i ddi ma khong ¢6 Thién Chida vi
ho da chon 161 sdng thi€u véng Ngai trén duong gian.

Chi khi ndo ban hiéu dudgc c6 mot cude song tran ddy hon,
phong phu hon so vé6i cude sdng hdm nay, Iic nay, va nhan ra
ring cudc séng nay chi 1a chuén bi cho vinh cttu, thi ban sé& bit
dau song mdt cach khac. Ban sé& bat diu séng trong dnh sdng
vinh citu, von sé& soi chi€u cho ban céch tng xt&t v6i tirng maoi
trong quan, titng bon phan va titng hoan canh. Bdng nhién, nhiéu
hoat dong, nhiéu muc tiéu va ngay ca nhiéu van dé xem ra qua
quan trong trude day nay trd thanh vo tich sy, nhé mon va khong
dang quan tAm. Cang sdng gan Thién Chia, moi su khic cang
trd nén nhd bé.

S6ng trong 4nh sdng vinh cttu, cdch nhan dinh cac gia tri
clia ban ciing ddi thay. Ban ding thdi gid va tién bac khon
ngoan hon. Ban sé& dit vu tién cho cdc mdi quan hé va con
ngudi hon thay vi chi mudn ndi danh, gidu cé, thanh dat va
ngay cé cic cudc vui. C4c vu tién clia ban dugc sép x&p theo
mot trat tu khéc. TS ra sanh di€u, hop thdi trang, va nhitng gi
thirc thdi khac gio ddy khong 1a gi cad. Thanh Phaol6 ndi,
“Nhung, nhitng gi xwa kia toi cho la c6 lgi, thi nay, vi Duc Kito,
101 cho la thiét thoi” (P13, 7).

Né&u thdi gian trén V‘?/\

trai dat 1a tat ca cho ddi

ban, hin t6i da thic giuc Séng trong dnh sdng vinh citu,
ban tdn hudng ngay di. cdch nhdn dinh cdc gid tri cia
Ban tAm chi dén viéc sdng ban ciing doi thay.
thanh chétlanh, ciing ddng \/’,\

lo nghi d&n hau qua cia 4

cac hanh dong. Ctf nudng chiu ban than véi céi t6i 1am trung
tAm bdi vi cdc hanh dong clia ban dau c6 d€ lai hau qua lau dai.
Thé& nhung, c4i chét dau phai 12 két thiic cda ddi ban! Diédu nay
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lam moi sw khdc hdn, cai chét khong phai 1a diém dirng nhung 1
mot chuyén ti€p dé€ ban di vao cdi ddi ddi. Vi thé, s& ¢6 nhitng
hau qud doi doi tng v6i moi viée ban l1am trén trai dat. Moi
hanh dong trong ddi tua phim dan rung 1€n ngan vang tan vinh

9,

cuu.

Tai hoa 16n nhat cia 161 s6ng hom nay la cach suy nghi
ngin ngii. PE ¢ mot cude
song t6t dep nhat, ban phai gitt
mot c4i nhin 1ién 1 v€ ¢6i vinh
hiing trong tAm tri va phai 4p
U cac gia tri cda n6 trong tim
hén. Cudc séng 4y hon hin
cudc sdng hdm nay va lic nay.
Hién tai la chém bang trdi ¢
thé nhin thdy. Vinh cttu 12 4t c4 nhitng gi ban khong thdy bén
dudi bé mat Ay.

Vay thi sdng trong ¢di ddi d5i véi Thién Chia sé nhu thé
nao? Thing thin ma ndi, kha ning tri 6¢c con ngudi ching ta
khong tai ndo ndm bat duge su ky diéu va cao ca clia thién dang.
Tuwa nhu viéc tim c4ch gidi thich internet cho mot con kién.
That v6 ich. Ngdn ngit khdng dudce phat minh d€ c6 thé truyén
dat kinh nghiém c6i ddi ddi. Kinh Thanh né1, “Nhu da chép:
Diéu mdt chdng hé thay, tai chdng hé nghe, long nguoi khong hé
nghi téi, dé lai la diéu Thién Chiia don sdn cho nhitng ai yéu mén
Ngai” (1Cr 2, 6).

Tuy nhién, trong L&i ciia Ngai, Thién Chia cling cho chiing
ta tho4dng thdy vinh cttu. Ching ta biét, ngay hom nay, Thién
Chiia dang chudn bi cho ching ta mot ng6i nha ddi doi. Trén
thién qudc, chiing ta s& dudc sum hop vdi nhitng ngudi than yéu
1a nhitng tin hitu da dugc gii thoat khéi moi khd dau sdu mudn,
chiing ta dugc tudng thudng bdi 10ng tin trung khi con trén dudng
th€ va dudc giao cho nhitng céng viéc ma hin chiing ta s& vui
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thich Iam. Chiing ta khong ngd minh trén nhitng ving may véi
vong hao quang trén dau, tay gy dan hac! Ching ta sé& vui
hudng mdi than tinh khong bao gid d6 v3 vdi Thién Chia, va
Ngai s& vui sdng vdi chiing ta mai mai. Ngay kia, Pic Giésu sé
n6i, “Nao nhiing ké Cha Ta chiic phiic, hay dén thita hudng Viong
quéc don scdn cho cdc nguoi ngay tir thud tao thién ldp dia” (Mt
25, 34).

C. S. Lewis da ghi lai ¥ niém vé ¢6i d5i d5i & trang cudi
trong cudén St Bién Nién cia Narnia (The Chronicles of
Narnia), loat truyén gia twéng bay cudn clia 6ng danh cho thi€u
nhi: “V6i chiing ta, day 12 k&t thidc clia tat cd moi cAu chuyén...
nhung vdi ho, dé mdi 1a hdi diu clia cAu chuyén that. C4 cude
ddi ho trén th€ gian nay... chi 13 5 bia va trang dau dé: cudi
cling r6i ho ciing da bit ddu Chuong I ctia Cau Chuyén Vi Pai
von chua mot ngudi nao trén trai dat ting doc va ho s& tiép
tuc doc né ddi ddi ma mdi chuong sau déu tuyét vdi hon chuong
truée”.?

Thién Chia c¢6 mot muc dich cho cudc ddi ban trén tran
gian nhung khdong két thic & d6. Chuong trinh clia Ngai bao la
hon nhiéu so véi vai thap ky vin v3i ma ban s& séng trén hanh
tinh nay. Hon ¢ “cd hdi cda mdt cude d¥i”, Thi€n Chia con
trao ting ban co hdi vugt qud cudc dGi. “Chuong trinh Chiia
ngan ndm bén viing, ¥ dinh ciia long Ngai van kiép truong ton”
(Tv 33, 11).

Thdi diém duy nh4t ma phin 16n ngudi ta suy nghi vé coi
doi ddi 1a & cac ddm tang. Nhung nhitng suy nghi nay thudng
néng can, cadm tinh vi thi€u hiéu biét. C6 thé ban cho 12 bénh
hoan khi nghi dén céi chét, nhung thuc ra ciing khong lanh
manh khi s6ng ma phii nhan né va khéng nhin nhan d6 1a diéu

3 C.S. Lewis, The Last Battle (New York: Collier Books, 1970), 184.
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khong thé tranh khdi. Chi ¢6 ngudi dién mdi s6ng nhdn nho,
khong can chuén bi cho nhitng gi minh biét chic sé xay ra. Vay
ban phai suy nghi nhiéu hon dén c6i ddi ddi, dirng khéng hay
biét.

Nhu viéc & trong 1ong me
chin thing, tv n6 khdng phai
12 mot két thic nhung day 1a
viéc chuin bi cho mét cude
song; ciing th&, cudc ddi nay
12 su chuén bi cho di sau. Néu
ban s6ng thiét than v6i Thién
Chia qua buc Giésu, ban
khong can phai sg cai chét. C4i chét 1a canh cita di vao coi doi
ddi. P6 sé 1a gid cudi ciing cia khodng thdi gian danh cho ban
trén trai dat, nhung khong phai 1a git két thiic cda ban. Thay vi
dé 1a ngay két thidc ddi ban, thi d6 sé 1a ngay sinh nhat, ngy
ban di vao cudc séng ddi ddi. T4c gia thu Do Théai néi, “Vi trén
doi nay, chiing ta khéng cé thanh tri bén viing, nhung dang tim
kiém thanh tri twong lai” (Dt 13, 14).

Sénh vdi ¢6i doi doi, thdi gian ching ta sdng trén trai dat
chi 12 mot chdp mit, nhung nhitng hau qua cda né thi ton tai
muodn doi. Nhitng viéc 1am cia ddi nay 1a s6 phan clia ddi sau.
Ching ta cAn nhén ra ring, “0 lai trong thdn xdc nay la luu lac
xa Chiia” (2Cr 5, 6). Nhiéu nam trudc day, mot khau hiéu kha
phé bién khich 1& moi ngudi s6ng mdi ngay nhu “ngay diu tién
clia cudc ddi con lai”. That vay, han 13 khén ngoan khi s6ng mdi
ngay nhu 13 ngdy cudi ciing cia ddi ban. Matthew Henry néi,
“Cong viéc cia mdi ngay phai nhim chudn bi cho ngay sau
hét”.
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NGAY THU TU j
NGHI Vi MUC PiCH POI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tu: Sau cudc song hom nay, lic
nay, con ¢6 mdt cude séng tran dy hon, phong phu
hon.

Mot cdu Kinh Thanh dé nhé: “Thé gian dang qua
di, cung vdi duc vong ciia né. Con ai thi hanh y muén
cia Thién Chiia thi tén tai mai mai” (1Ga 2, 17).

MGt cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: Vi dugc tao dung
dé song ddi ddi, nén ngay hom nay, diéu gi t6i phai
dirng va diéu gi t6i phai bit dau?

- . ~o
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_ NHINCUQCSONG
TU QUAN DIEM CUA THIEN CHUA

“Trong khi cdc nguoi khéng biét

cudc doi minh ngay mai sé ra sao,

that vdy cdc nguoi chi la hoi nudc
xudt hién trong gidy ldt, réi lai tan bién di”

(Ge 4, 14).

“Chiing ta khong nhin sw vdt nhu chiing la,
chiing ta nhin chiing nhw chiing ta la”
(Anais Nin).

Céch ban nhin dS1 minh s€ dinh hinh doi ban.

C4ch ban dinh nghia cudc ddi quyét dinh s& phan cia ban.
Céch nhin cudc ddi ciia ban sé tic dong dén cach ban ding
thdi gid, tién bac, tai ning va danh gia cdc mdi tuong quan.

Céch t6t nhat d€ hi€u mot ngudi 12 hdi ho “Ban nhin doi
minh thé' nao?”. Vi cau hdi d6, ban s€ kham ph4 ¢6 bao nhiéu
ngudi thi c6 bay nhiéu cau tra 15i khac nhau. Ngudi ta néi véi
161, doi 13 mot man xi€c, mot bai min, mot tau luon, mot trd
dd vui, mot ban giao hudng, mot chuyén di, hay 13 mot vi
khidc. Ngudi ta con néi, “Ddi 1a mot chiéc dén kéo quan, lic 1én,
Iic xudng va ¢6 lic ban chi phai quay vong vong” hay “ddi 1a
mot chi€c xe dap v6i hdp s mudi tdc do nhung ching ta khong
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bao gid dung dén” hay “ddila mot van bai, ban phai danh xuéng
nhi’ng con bai dudgc chia”.

Né&u 61 hdi, bic tranh ddi ban ra sao, hinh anh nio sé dén
trong tri ban? Hinh 4nh d6 s& 1 dn du cudc doi cia ban. Du y
thitc hay khong ¥ thic, d6 13 c4i nhin vé cudc séng ma ban ¢
trong tri. P6 14 cdch ban md t4 cudc s6ng va cling 1a nhitng gi

ban dang uvdc mong. Ngudi ta

NGAY THU NAM thudng thé hién 4n du ddi minh

NHIN CUQC SONG ngang qua quan 4o, nif trang, xe c0,

TUQUANDIEM ki€u t6c, nhitng hinh 4nh din sau

CUA THIEN CHUA cang xe.. hay ngay ca nhitng vét
xam.

Nhitng 4n du khong 15i d6 4nh hudng rat 16n dén d5i séng
cla ban hon ban tudng. N6 xdc dinh nhitng hoai bao, nhitng gia
tri, nhitng méi twong quan, nhitng muc tiéu, va ca nhitng vu tién
ctia ban. Ching han, néu ban nhin ddi 14 mot bira tiéc, gié tri
hang dau cda ban trong cudc sdng 14 vui choi. N€u ban nhin ddi
12 cudc dua, ban sé& coi trong t6c dé va c6 1& phan 16n thdi gi
clia ban 12 sdng trong vdi va. N&u nhin ddi 1a cudc chay dudng
trudng, ban s& dat gia tri & su bén chi. NEu nhin doi 1a cudc
chi€n hay mot trd choi, chién thdng trd nén quan trong ddi véi
ban.

Quan diém clia ban vé& cudc ddi 1a gi? C6 thé ban dang xay
dung dG1 minh trén mdt &n du song sai lac. Pé chu toan nhifng
muc dich Thién Chia nhdm cho ban, ban phéi th4ch thic cai
quan niém khén ngoan ¢8 hi d€ thay vio d6 nhitng soi dan clia
L3i Chida vé cudc s6ng. Thanh Phaold néi: “Anh em ditng c6 rdp
theo doi nay, nhung hdy cdi bién con nguoi anh em bdng cdch doi
mdi tdm than, hdu cé thé nhdn ra ddu la ¥ Thién Chia: cdi gi la
161, cdi gi dep long Chiia, cdi gi hoan hdo” (Rm 12, 2).

Kinh Thanh dua ra ba 4n du chi cho chiing ta céi nhin cia
Thién Chia vé cudc séng: Cudc séng 12 mot thit nghiém, mot uy
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thdc va 1a mot nhiém vu tam thoi. Ba y tudng nay 14 nén tdng
cho mot ddi sdng theo diing muc dich. Trong chuong nay ching
ta s& xem xét hai ¥y tuéng ddu va chudng sau cho ¥ twdng thit ba.

Cuje sdng trin gian 13 mét thit nghiém. An du cudc sdng
nay dudc tim thay & cic cAu chuyén ngang qua toan bd Kinh
Thénh. Thién Chda lién tuc tht nghiém tAm tanh, niém tin, sy
vang phuc, tAm tinh yéu mén, difc chinh truc va 1ong trung thanh
ctia con ngudi. Céc 0 ng@t thir thach, cdm déb, thanh luyén, va thit
nghi¢m dudc 1ap di lap lai hon 200 14n trong Kinh Thanh. Thién
Chda thtt Abraham khi doi 6ng hién t€ Isaac con minh. Ngai
thit Giacob khi 6ng phai lam viéc thém nhiéu nam dé cudi Rachel
lam vd.

Adam va Eva khOng vugt qua dudce thi thach ciia ho &
Vudn Pia Pang va Pavit da hdng trong vai trudng hgp. Nhung
Kinh Thanh ciing cho chiing ta nhiéu miu guong da vudt qua
nh@rng thi thdach 16n lao nhu 6ng Giuse, ba Ruth, Esther va
DPaniel.

Qua nhitng thif thach, tAm tanh con ngudi vira trién nd vira
boc 10 va nhu thé, 1dt cd cude song 1a mot thit nghiém. Ban ludn
luén bi thit thach. Thi€n Chia khong ngirng chd xem phéan tng
dap tra cda ban trudc nhitng con ngudi, trude nhitng van dé,
nhitng thanh c6ng, nhitng xung dot, bénh tat, thit vong va ngay
ca nhitng d6i thay cia thdi tiét! Ngai xem xét ngay ca nhitng
viéc gian di nhat nhu khi

ban md ctta cho mot ai d6, - \{f’/‘

khi ban ctii xudng nhat mot Qua nhiing thit théach, tdm tdnh
cong rdc hay khi ban 6 ra con nguoi via trién nd vira boc
nha nhan véi ngudi thu ky 16 va nhu thé, tdt cd cudc song
hoéc ngudi giip viéc. la mot thit nghiém.

Khong ai biét tat ca
nhitng th thach ma Thién \/JJ,\
Chia s€ danh cho ban,
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nhung dua vio Kinh Thanh chiing ta c6 thé tién doan doi diéu.
Ban sé& chiu thi¥ thach bdi nhitng thay ddi 16n, nhitng 15i hita
cham thuc hién, nhitng van dé nan giai, nhitng 15i cau xin khong
dudgc dap ng, nhitng phé binh bat cdng hoidc c4 nhitng thim hoa
v6 nghia. Trong ddi t6i, t6i d€ y thdy ring, Thién Chia thi
thach long tin cla t6i qua nhitng van nan, thit thach long cdy
tréng cia t6i qua viéc t6i ding cta
céi va thit thach long yéu mén cia toi
ngang qua nhirng con ngudi.

Mot thit thach 101 quan trong khac
12 ban s& phan ng th& nao khi khong
cdm nhdn suhién dién ctia Thién Chia
trong ddi minh. M&t déi khi Thién
Chda chti ¥ rit lui va ching ta khong
con cam nhan duge sy gan giii cda Ngai. Mot vi vua tén 1a
Hezekiah da cam nhén thi thach nay. Kinh Thanh néi, “Thién
Chiia da bé roi vua, dé xem long da vua thé' nao” (2Sb 32, 31b).
Vua da s6ng mdt tinh ban khin khit véi Chida, nhung vao thdi
diém cam go nhét ddi 6ng, Ngai lai bé roi 6ng d€ xem coi long
da 6ng, cho 6ng thay su' yéu dudi clia minh va chuin bi 6ng cho
nhirng trach nhi¢m 16n lao hon.

Mot khi hi€u cudc séng 1a mot thit thach, ban sé nhan ra
ring, khong gi 1a khong ¢ ¥ nghia trong ddi ban. Ngay cd mot
bi€n c6 nhd nhat ciing ¢6 ¥ nghia cho su trién nd nhan cich cia
ban. M4i ngay s6ng 13 mot ngay quan trong, mdi gidy phiit 1a
mot ¢o hoi trudng thanh dé ban trAm 14ng hon, dé€ ban thé hién
1ong yéu mén hoic dé biét tra nuong vao Thién Chida hon. C6
nhitng thit thach xem ra khéng thé vudt qua dang khi ciing ¢6
nhitng thit thach chdng dang cho ban quan tAim. Nhung tit ca
chiing déu c6 ¥ nghia ddi doi.

That ddng mirng 12 Thién Chiia mudn ban vudt qua moi thit
thach trong doi, nén Ngai khong bao gid cho phép nhitng thi
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thach ban duong dau 16n hon nhitng 4n hué Ngai ban hau ban
ch& ngu ching. Thanh Phaold néi: “Khéng mot thit thach nao da
xdy ra cho anh em ma lai viuot qud siic loai nguoi. Thién Chiia la
Dding trung tin: Ngai sé khong dé anh em bi thit thdch qud sifc;
nhung khi dé anh em bi thit thach, Ngai sé cho két thiic t6t dep, dé
anh em co sitc chiu dung” (1Cr 10, 13).

M&i khi ban vudt qua thiy
thach, Thién Chda déu ghi
nhan va du liéu phan thudng
cho ban trong c61 ddi doi.
Thanh Giac6bé ndi, “Phiic
thay nguoi biét kién tri chiu
dung con thit thdch, vi mot
khi da dwoc t6i luyén, ho sé
lanh phdn thudng la sw séng Chiia dd@ hita ban cho nhiing ai
yéu mén Ngai” (Ge 1, 12).

Cudc séng trén tran gian 1a mét uy thac. Pay 13 4n du thi
hai ctia Kinh Thanh v€ cudc sdng. Thdi gian clia chiing ta trén
trai dat ciing véi ning luc, tri thong minh, ¢d hoi va cdc moi
turong quan cling nhitng ngudn luc khac déu 13 nhitng qua ting
Thién Chia da tin twdng uy thac d€ ching ta tréng coi va quan
ly. Chiing ta 14 nhitng quan gia vé tit ca nhitng gi Chiia ban. Y
niém vé€ st mang quan gia nay khdi dau tir nhan thic ring, Thién
Chia 12 chi clia tt cA moi s va moi ngudi trén trai dat. Thanh
Vinh 24 néi, “Chita lam chii trdi dét cing mudn vat muén loai, lam
chii hoan cdu véi toan thé dan cu” (Tv 24, 1).

Chiing ta thuc su khong bao gid lam chii mot chit gi sudt
cudc sdng vin vodi trén tran gian. Thién Chia chi cho ching ta
muon tam khi ching ta con ¢ day. D6 1a tai san cliia Ngai trude
khi ban d&n, va Ngai sé cho mdt ai &6 mudn sau khi ban qua doi.
Ban chi vui hudng né trong mdt thdi gian.

Khi tao dung Adam va Eva, Thi€n Chia uy thac moi tho
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tao cia Ngai cho hai 6ng ba va chi dinh ho 1am nhitng ngudi
trong coi tai sdn Ngai giao. Sdch Sang Th& néi, “Thién Chiia
ban phiic lanh cho ho, va Thién Chiia phdn voi ho: ‘Hay sinh soi
ndy né thdt nhiéu cho ddy mdt dat, va théng tri mdt dat. Hay bd
chii cd bién, chim troi va moi giéng vat bo trén mdt dat’” (St 1,
28).

Cong viéc diu tién Thién Chiia ban cho con ngudi 1a quan
Iy va cham s6c “nhitng thit linh kinh” ctia Ngai trén trai dat.
Vai trd nay chua bao gid dudc rit lai. P6 14 mot phan muc
dich ctia ching ta h6m nay. Moi su ching ta vui hudng phai
dudgc coi nhu mot uy thac ma Thién Chia dat vao tay ching ta.
Thénh Phaold néi, “Thdt vay, nao cé ai coi ban hon ké khdc dau?
Ban c6 gi ma ban da khong nhan lanh? Néu ddnhan ldnh, tai sao lai
vénh vang nhu thé da khéng nhan lanh?” (1Cr 4, 7).

Céch day vai nam, mot doi vd chdng d€ chiing t6i st dung
can nha tuyét dep nhin ra bién & Hawaii trong ky he. P6 1a
mdt cd hdi ma true ddy vo chong t6i khong bao gid trang trai
ndi, ching t6i tdn hudng dip may dé. Ho néi véi ching toi:
“Hay coi né nhu clia hai ban!” va th€ Ia ching t6i da tan dung.
Chiing t6i vy viing trong hd boi, ngau nghié€n nhitng thif trong
t4 lanh, dung nhitng khan tdm va chén dia hoic ngay ca nhay
nhin trén giudng that vui nhon! Nhung ca hai déu y thifc tat ca
nhitng vat dung Ay thuc suw khong 1a cia ching t6i. Nén chiing
t6i cin than tréng coi moi thit cach dic biét. Ching t6i vui
hudng nhitng tién nghi khi st dung ngdi nha chd khong lam
cht né.

Vin ho4 ching ta thudng néi, “Cha chung, khéng ai khoc!”
Nhung ngudi Kitd hitu phai séng theo mot tiéu chuén cao hon:
“B&i Thién Chiia 1am chd né, nén t6i phai giit gin né hét sic
c6 thé. “Nguoi ta chi doi héi & nguoi qudn ly mot diéu, la phdi
chitng to long trung thanh” (1Cr 4, 2).

Piic Giésu ciing thudng dé cip cudc séng nhu mot uy thac

TOI SONG § DPOINAY BE LAM GI? 59



va Ngai da k&€ nhiéu m&u chuyén minh hoa cho trach nhiém nay
ddi v6i Thién Chida. Trong du ngdn nhitng nén bac, 6ng chii uy
thac tai san ctia minh cho céc tdi t6 khi di xa. Lic tr§ vé, dng
danh gi4 trach nhiém va thudng cho ho tuy theo mdi ngudi.
Ong néi véi ngudi 4y, “Khd ldm, héi ddy td tai gidi va trung
thanh! Dugc giao it ma M

anh dd trung thanh, thi té6i - W‘

s& giao nhiéu cho anh. Hay Trao cho ban nhiéu bao nhiéu,
vao ma hudng niém vui trach nhiém Thién Chia mong
cia chiianh!” (Mt25,21). cho noi ban cang lén bdy nhiéu.

Ciing thé&, vao ngay

cudi ddi clia ban trén trin
gian, ban cling s€ dugc danh gia va khen thftdng tuy vao viéc
ban c6 khéo quan Iy nhitng gi Thién Chda da uy cho ban khong.
Nghia 13, t4t cd moi viéc ban 1am, c4 nhitng viéc vun vit mdi
ngay déu mang mdt y nghia ddi ddi. N&u ban dén nhan moi sur
nhu mot sy uy thdc, Thién Chiia sé hita ba phan thudng cho ban
trong c6i ddi ddi. Truée hét, ban sé dudce su xdc nhdn cia Thién
Chitia, Ngai s& néi: “Tét 1dm, dugc 1Am!” Ti€p dén, ban sé& dudc
cdt nhdc va dude trao trach nhiém 16n hon: “Ta sé trao cho
ngudi nhiéu viéc hon”. Sau d6, ban sé dudc vinh dv véi 181 chiic
khen: “Hay dén va chia sé niém vui ctia Chii ngudi”.

Nhiéu ngudi khong biét ring, tién bac vira 1a mot thit nghiém
vira 13 mot uy thdc dén tr Thién Chda. Thién Chia ding tai
chanh d€ day chiing ta tin thdc vao Ngai va vdi nhiéu ngudi,
tién bac 1a thit thach 16n nh4t trong cic thit thach. Thién Chia
xem céch ching ta diing tién bac d€ tric nghiém chiing ta ¢
déang tin nhiém khong. Pdc Giésu néi: “Vay néu anh em khong
trung tin trong viéc sit dung Tién Ciia bdt chinh, thi ai sé tin
nhiém ma giao phd ciia cdi chdn thdt cho anh em?” (I.c 16, 11).

Pay 12 mdt chan Iy hét site quan trong. Thién Chda cho
biét, c6 mot mdi lién hé truc tiép gitta cdch diing tién bac va
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phdm chat ddi s6ng thiéng liéng ciia t6i. Ti quan 1y tién bac
(ctia cdi trdn gian) 1am sao, s& dinh mitc Thién Chia c6 thé uy
thac cia cai phan hdn (cda cai dich thuc) cho t6i lam vay. T6i
xin hdi ban: Cach quan 1y tién bac clia ban ¢6 ngan can Thién
Chda thuc hién nhiéu diéu hon trong cudc ddi ban khéng? Ban
c6 dang tin nhiém d€ dugc uy thac nhitng clia cai thiéng liéng
khong?

Pic Giésu néi: “Hé ai da dwoc cho nhiéu thi sé bi doi nhiéu,
va ai duoc giao phé nhiéu thi sé bi doi héi nhiéu hon” (Lc 12,
48b).

Cudc ddi 1a mot th nghiém va 1a mét uy thac. Trao cho
ban nhiéu bao nhiéu, trach nhiém Thién Chida mong chd noi
ban cang 16n b4y nhiéu.

‘ NGAY THU NAM
NGHI Vi MUC PiCH POI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tu: Cudc song vira 13 mot thit
nghiém vira 12 mot uy théc.

Mot cdu Kinh Thdnh dé nhé: “Ai trung tin trong
viéc rdt nhd, thi ciing trung tin trong viéc lon; ai bdt
luong trong viéc rdt nhd, thi ciing bdt luong trong viéc
l6n” (Le 16, 10).

Mot cdu héi dé nghién ngam: Diéu gi vira xay
dén cho t6i ma nay t6i méi biét d6 14 mot thit nghiém
ciia Thién Chida? Piéu 16n lao nhat Thién Chida da
uy théc cho t6i la gi?

sl
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_ CUQCSONG \
LA MOT NHIEM VU TAM THOI

“Lay Chiia, xin day cho con biét:
doi séng con chung cudc thé nao,
ngay thdng con dém dugc mdy muoi,
dé hiéu rdng kiép phit du la thé”
(Tv 39, 5).

“O trén doi, con la than li¥ khdch”
(Tv 119, 19a).

Cudc séng trén tran gian 13 mdt nhiém vu tam thdi.

Kinh Thanh chita dung rat nhiéu 4n du day cho biét tinh
chat ngén ngii, tam bd va chdéng qua cia cudc song trén tran
gian. PJi ngudi duge md ta nhu mot hat suong, mot ngudi chay
nhanh, m6t hdi thd, mot lan khéi. Kinh Thanh néi: “Cudc doi
chiing ta trén duong thé chdng khdc gi béng cau” (G 8, 9).

Pé sit dung d5i minh cach t6t nhat, ban dirng bao gid quén
hai chan 1y nay: Thtt nhat, néu dem so vdi ¢di ddi ddi, cude
song hom nay qua ng#n ngdi. Thit hai, trAn gian chi 14 noi tam
trd. Ban khong sdng 1au & day; thé€ nén, dirng qua bam viu vao
né. Hay xin Thién Chia cho ban biét nhin cudc séng trén trai
dat nhu Ngai nhin né. Vua Pavit da cAu nguyén, “Lay Chiia,
xin day cho con biét: doi séng con chung cudc thé nao, ngay
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thdng con dém duoc mdy muoi, dé hiéu rdng kiép phit du la the”
(Tv 39, 5).

Kinh Thanh nhic di nhic lai khi so sdanh cudc séng tran
gian nhu 14 cudc song tam thdi trén dat khach qué ngudi. Pay
khong phai 12 cin nha thudng xuyén, ciing khong 1 diém ding
chan cudi ciing clia ban. Ban chi di ngang qua, ghé tham trai dat
ma thdi. Kinh Thénh st dung nhitng o ng nhv nguoi khdch la,
nguoi hanh huong, nguoi ngoai qudc, nguoi xa la, nguoi khdch,
nguoi di duong d€ mo ta su luu lai ngdn ngdi trén trai dat. Vua
Pavit néi: “0 trén doi, con la than lit khdach” (Tv 119, 19), va
thanh Phér6 giai thich, “Vay néu anh em goi Ngai la Cha, thi
anh em hdy dem long kinh sg ma séng cudc doi li¥ khdch nay”
(1Pr 1, 17b).

Tai California, noi t6i dang s6ng, nhiéu ngudi tif nhitng
mién khac nhau trén th€ giéi dén 1am viéc nhung ho van 1a
cong dan cla dat nude ho. Ho budc phai cé mot thé ding ky du
khach (goi 1a “Thé Xanh”) d€ dugc 1am viéc tai ddy mic dau
ho khéng phéi 1a nhitng cdng dan Hoa Ky. Céc Kit6 hitu ciing
cAn mot thé xanh thiéng liéng nhu vay d€ nhic cho minh la
cong dan Nudc Trdi. Thién Chida ndi, con céi ciia Ngai phai
nghi vé cudc ddi mot cach khac véi cach suy nghi cia nhitng
ngudi khong tin. “Ho la nhitng nguoi chi nght dén nhitng su thé
gian. Con chiing ta, qué huong chiing ta J trén troi, va chiing ta
nong long mong doi Pucc Giésu Kité tir troi dén citu chiing ta”
(P13, 19b-20). Nhitng ké ¢6 dite tin thuc sy thi hifu ring, ngoai
cudc song cda nhitng nim vin véi trén tran gian, s& con ¢
mot cude séng tran ddy hon, phong phd hon.

Lai lich cia ban G c6i doi \ﬂ/}/\
doi va qué huong cia ban la
thién déng. Mét khi ném Lai ll(‘h cua ban J o1 doi doi

va qué huong cua ban la
thién dang.

dugc chan 1y nay, ban sé€
khong con lo 1ing 6 dii moi
swtrén tran gian. Thién Chda JJ}\
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thdng thin néi dén hiém hoa cia 16i séng thuc dung trude mdt
khi ching ta 1Ay nhitng gi4 tri, nhitng vu tién cling véi 161 sdng
clia th€ gidi chung quanh Iam ctia minh. Khi ching ta dua cdt
vdi nhitng cdm dd ctlia thé gian, Thién Chia goi d6 12 ngoai tinh
thiéng liéng. Thanh Giac6bé néi, “Hoi nhitng ké ngoai tinh, cdc
nguoi khong biét rang: yéu thé gian la ghét Thién Chiia sao? Vay
ai mudn la ban ciia thé gian thi tw coi minh la thu dich ciia Thién
Chiia” (Gc 4, 4).

Hay tudng tudng, néu vi t6 quéc minh ma ban dudc yéu ciu
lam dai st tai mot dat nude thit nghich. Hin ban phai hoc tiéng
ndéi va thich nghi mdt vai phong tuc cung nhitng khéic biét van
ho4 ctia ho d€ trd nén lich 1am ma hoan thanh nhi¢m vu. Vi tw
cach dai st, ban khong thé tach minh khdiké thii. P& hoan thanh
st mang, ban phai ti€p xidc va lién hé véi ho.

Nhung gia thi€t ban tré nén NGAY THU SAU

qlia tf;l.chAu’ng Xdl )/(u’ \la qge ngu’(?} CUOC SONG LA MOT
dén no1 yéu mén né va thi€t tha véi NHIEM VU TAM THOT

n6 hon chinh qué huong minh, 10ng

trung thanh va cam két cia ban ddi thay. Vai trd dai st ciia ban
han sé& di dén chd thoa hiép, nhuong bo. Thay vi dai dién cho
qudc gia minh, ban lai bit ddu hanh dong nhu mot ké thu va trd
thanh ké phan boi.

Kinh Thanh né1, “Chiing téi la st gid thay mdt Duc Kité”
(2Cr 5, 20). Budn thay, khong it Kitd hitu da bdi phan Pic Vua
va vuong qudc Ngai. Ho két luan mot cdch khd khao ring, bdi
vi ho s6ng trén dat nén dat 1a qué huong clia ho. Khdng phai thé,
L&i Kinh Thénh that hién nhién, “Anh em thdn mén, anh em la
khach la va li# hanh, t6i khuyén anh em hdy tranh xa nhitng dam
mé xdc thit, von gdy chién vdi linh hén” (1Pr2, 11). Thién Chia
canh bao chiing ta dirng qua bam dinh vao nhitng gi chung quanh,
vi chiing that tam thdi. Thanh Phaold6 can dan, “Ké hudng diing
cia cdi doi nay, hdy lam nhuw chdng hudng. Vi bé mdt thé gian
nay dang bién di” (1Cr 7, 31).
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So vé6i nhitng thé€ ky qua, cudc sdng chua bao gi d& dang
nhu hién nay ddi véi th€ gidi cac nude phuong Tay. Chiing ta
dugc gidi tri, dudc tiéu khién, va dudc cac dich vu cung ¢ng moi
thit. V&i tat ca hap din ddy twdng twong, nhitng phudng tién
truyén thong mé hodc, va bao mdi moc hudng thu trong tim tay
ngay nay, con ngudi rat dé quén ring, viée tim ki€m hanh phiic
khong nim & nhitng gi thudc thé gidi nay. Chi khi ndo chiing ta
nhd ring, cudc sdng 13 mdt thit nghiém, mdt uy thac va 1a mot
trach nhiém tam thdi, thi lic d6 nhitng tr61 budc nay méi budng
khéi cude song chiing ta. Chiing ta dang chuin bi cho mot diéu
gi d6 cao ca hon. “Qud vady, nhitng su vdt hitu hinh thi chi tam
thoi, con nhitng thuc tai vé hinh méi ton tai vinh vién” (2Cr 4,
18Db).

Chinh vi th€ gian khong phai la qué hudng 61 thugng, nén
that d& hiéu khi biét ring, 12 nhitng ngudi theo Pic Giésu,
chiing ta thudng cdm nghiém nhitng khé khan, dau budn va tir
khuSc clia thé gian nay (Ga 16, 33; 16, 20; 15, 18-19). Péng
thdi né cling gidi thich tai sao mdt vai 161 hita cia Thién Chia
xem ra chua dugc thuc hién, mot vai 15i ciu khong dudgc déap
trd va mot vai hoan canh xem ra bat cong. Nhung chuyén da
két thic dau!

Pé ching ta khdi qua bam dinh thé gian, Thién Chia dé
ching ta cAm nhan mot vai bat ung va khdng thod 1dong trong
cudc song - nhitng khic khoai chd mong von khdng bao gid
dugc no thod ngoai ¢di doi doi.
Chiing ta khong bao gid hanh phic
that su trén tran gian, bdi 1& ching
ta khong dugc dinh dé€ § day. Tran
gian khong l1a ngdi nha sau cuing
cia mdi ngudi, chiing ta dugc tao
dung cho mot diu gi d6 cao ca
hon.
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Con c4 sé& khong bao gid vui thich khi sdng trén dat, bdi né
dugc tao dung d€ sdng trong nudc. Con dai bang khong bao gid
cam thay hai long khi khong dugc bay 1én. Ban ciing s& khong
bao gid thod man trén duong gian nay vi ban dugc tao dung
khong chi cho th€ gian. Ban sé& ¢6 nhitng gidy phiit hanh phiic &
th& gian nhung 1am sao c¢6 thé sanh véi nhitng gi Thién Chda da
du li€u cho ban.

Nhan thic cudc séng trén tran gian chi 12 nhiém vu tam
thdi s& 1am thay d4i tAn cin cach ban nhin cac gia tri. Cac gia
tri vinh ctu, chit kh6ng phai nhirng gia tri tam thdi, s€ tr§ nén
nhitng y&u td dinh doat cho nhitng quy&t dinh cia ban. Nhu C. S.
Lewis nhan xét, “TAt cd nhitng gi khdng vinh cttu sé ddi ddi vo
dung”. Thanh Phaol6 ndi, “Vi thé, chiing ta mdi khéng chii tam
dén nhiing sw vat hitu hinh, nhung dén nhiing thuc tai vé hinh.
Qud vady, nhitng su vt hitu hinh thi chi tam thoi, con nhiing thuc
tai v6 hinh mdi ton tai vinh vién” (2Cr 4, 18).

That 12 sai 1Am chét ngudi khi cho ring, muc dich ctia Thién
Chiia danh cho ddi ban Ia thinh vuong vat chat hay thanh cong,
ndi ti€ng nhu thé gian d4nh gia. Cudc s6ng ddy tran khong lién
quan gi dén viéc du diy vat chat ca, va 1ong trung tin doi véi
Thién Chia khong bdo dam cho thanh cong trong nghé nghiép
hoéc ngay ca trong mét sit vu Chda trao. Pirng bao gid chi tAim
dén nhitng vuong mién tam thdi.

Thdanh Phaold that

trung tin, vay ma ngaichiu - \ﬂd’/‘

canh ti day. Gioan T4y Trdn gian khong la ngdi nha
Gid cling tin trung, nhung sau cung ctia moi nguoi,
lai bi chém ddu. Hang chiing ta dvoc tao dung cho

tri¢u tin hitu ki€n trung mét didu gi dé cao cd hon.

vidao, mathétmoiswhay J”\
chét di véi hai ban tay v
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tring da ching minh diéu d6. Nhung tén ciing clia cudc séng ddu
phdi la cung tan!

Dudi céi nhin ctia Thi€én Chia, nhitng anh huing dic tin cao
c4 nhat khong phai 14 nhitng ngudi ¢ nhiéu clia cai, thanh cong
va uy quyén trong cudc ddi nay; nhung d6 1a nhitng ngudi coi
cudc s6ng nhu 13 mot nhiém vu tam thdi, trung thanh phuc vu va
ngéng trong phan thudng da hita cho ho trong ¢6i ddi sau. Kinh
Thanh néi diéu nay khi goi 1én hinh 4nh Thanh D6 ctia Thién
Chia, “Tdt cd cdc ngai da chét lic van con tin nhu vay, mdc di
chua dwoc hudng cdc diéu Thién Chiia hita; nhung tir xa cdc ngai
da thdy va don chao cdc diéu 4y, cing xung minh la ngoai kiéu,
la IF khdch trén mdt dat... cdc ngai mong udc mot qué huong tot
dep hon, doé la qué huong trén troi. Boi vay, Thién Chiia dd khong
hé then dé cho cdc ngai goi minh la Thién Chila ciia cdc ngai, vi
Ngai da chudn bi mét thanh cho cdc ngai” (Dt 11, 13.16).

Thai gian clia ban trén trdi dat dau phai 1 toan bd cau
chuyén doi ban. Phai dgi khi dén thién dang ban méi doc dude
nhitng chuong con lai. Ban can ¢6 dic tin d€ song trén tran
gian nhu mot 1& khach.

Mot ciu chuyén xua néi dén nha truyén gido kia & tudi
huu trd vé nuée My ciing chuyén tau véi vi tdng thdng. Nao 1a
nhitng ddm doéng ho reo, nio 1a ban quin nhac, tham dé, biu
ngi, va may phéng thanh chao dén vi tdng thong trd vé; dang
khi nha truyén gido rdi thu ma
khong ai ngé ngang tdi. Cam
thay xau hd, tdi hon, 6ng bit
d4u phan nan véi Chda. Chda
nhe nhang béo 6ng, “Nhung con
oi, con da vé dén nha dau!”.

O trén thién dang chua
dudgc hai gidy, ban s€ la I€n,
“Tai sao toi lai qud chi trong

TOI SONG § DPOINAY BE LAM GI? 67



dén nhitng gi qud u la tam bg nhu thé?”. T61 da nghi gi? Tai sao
t6i lai 1ang phi qua nhiéu thdi gid, sifc Ivc va ban tim dén nhitng
cai chéng qua dén nhu vay?

Khi cudc séng trd nén khé khan, khi ban bi ngap chim trong
nghi ngd, hoic khi ban tr hdi viéc séng cho Pic Kité liéu c6
dang dé€ ban nd Iuc khong, hiy nhd ring ban chua vé nha. Gid
chét dén, do ciing khong phai Iic ban rdi nha - nhung dé 1a Iic
ban sé vé nha.

’Jﬁi’)\/ T
NGAY THU SAU
NGHI Vi MUC PiCH PO TOI

Mot diém dé suy tu: ThE gidi nay dau phai 1a nha
cla toi.

Mot cau Kinh Thdnh dé nhé: “Vi thé, ching ta
mdi khong chii tdm dén nhitng su vat hitu hinh, nhung
dén nhitng thuc tai vé hinh. Qud vay, nhiing su vat hitu
hinh thi chi tam thoi, con nhitng thuc tai vo hinh mdi
ton tai vinh vién” (2Cr 4, 18).

Mot cdu héi dé nghién ngam: Cudc song tran gian
chi 12 moOt nhiém vu tam thdi, 1am sao su kién nay c¢é
R R 2 ~ Al A
th€ thay d6i cach song ctia t6i ngay h6m nay?

— P > N ,.‘
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LY DO CUA MOI SU

“Vi mudn vat déu do Ngai ma cé,
nho Ngai ma tén tai va quy huéng vé Ngai,
xin tén vinh Thién Chiia dén mudn doi! Amen”
(Rm 11, 36).

“Moi viéc Thién Chita lam déu cé cing dich riéng”
(Cn 16, 4).

T4t ca déu quy vé Chia.

Muc dich t61 thudgng clia vil tru 12 t3 bay vinh quang Thién
Chda. Thién Chida tao dung moi su cho vinh quang Ngai. Khong
¢6 vinh quang Ngai, s€ khong ¢6 gi ca.

Vinh quang Thién Chia la gi? Vinh quang Thién Chuia la
chinh Chida. P6 1a ¢6t 16i clia ban tinh Ngai, 13 trong ludng
clia tAm quan trong ndi Ngai, 12 4nh hio quang ciia Ngai, 13 su
thé€ hién quyén niang va la bau khi tran day su hién dién cia
Ngai. Vinh quang Thién Chda chinh 1a sy té bay 10ng nhan lanh
clia Ngai ciing tat cd phdm tinh noi tai khéc, nhitng phdm tinh
doi doi clia Ngai.

Vinh quang Thién Chia ¢ dau? Hay nhin chung quanh. Moi
vdt dudgc tac thanh bdi Thién Chida phan anh vinh quang Ngai
theo nhiéu cach. Ching ta thdy vinh quang Ngai khdp moi ndi,
tf mot mam s6ng trong kinh hién vi d&€n Dai Thién Ha bat tan,
tif nhitng budi hoang hon, nhitng vi tinh ti dé€n nhitng con gidéng
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cling bon mua thu ddng xuin ha. Tao vat té bay vinh quang clia
Pang Tao Thanh. Qua thién nhién, ching ta bi€t Thién Chda
quyén ning, Ngai thich s phong phi, yéu vé dep, c6 (8 chifc,
day khén ngoan va sing tao. Kinh Thanh néi, “Troi xanh
tuong thudt vinh quang Thién Chiia” (Tv 19, 2a).

Sudt dong lich s, Thién Chia té bay vinh quang Ngai cho
nhén loai biing nhiéu c4ch.
PAu tién, Ngai mic khai - \&-
vinh quang Ngai trong  Séng cho vinh quang Chiia la
Vudn Dia Bang, k€ dén véi  thanh céng 1dn nhdt ma ching
Moéisen, trong nha giao udc,  ta cé thé dat dugc trong cudc doi
trong dén thg, sau d6 1a mic nay.

khai qua Pdc Giésu va nay \4’.[\

qua Hoi Thanh. Vinh quang d6 dugc miéu td nhuw ngon Ii¥a thi¢u
rui, cot may, sim chdp, lan khéi, va 4nh chéi lod. Trén thién
dang, vinh quang Thién Chia toa rang chi€u soi tat c4. Kinh
Théanh néi, “Thanh chdng cdn mdt troi mdt trang chiéu sdng, vi
da c6 vinh quang Thién Chiia tod rang, va Con Chién la ngon
den chiéu soi” (Kh 21, 23).

Vinh quang Thién Chida duge nhan biét té twdng nhat ndi
Priic Giésu Kitd. Ngai 1a Anh Sang thé gian sdng ngdi ban tinh
Thién Chia. VGi Pac Giésu Kitd, ching ta khdng con G trong
101 tam khi tim bi€t Thién Chia 13 P4ang thuc sy nhu thé no.
Kinh Thanh néi, “Vinh quang ciia Thién Chiia rang ngoi trén
guong mdt Diic Kit6” (2Cr 4, 6b). Pitc Kité da dén tran gian,
nhd d6 chiing ta c6 thé hiéu biét vinh quang Thién Chiia cich
tron ven. “Ngdi Loi da trd nén nguoi pham va cu ngu gita chiing
ta. Chiing t6i da dugc nhin thdy vinh quang ciia Ngai, vinh quang
ma Chiia Cha ban cho Ngai, la Con Mét ddy tran dn siing va sy
that” (Ga 1, 14).

Vinh quang hiing hitu ctia Thién Chda 12 nhitng gi Ngai 6,
bdiNgaila Thi€én Chida. Vinh quang d6 1a ban tinh clia Ngai.
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Chiing ta khong thé thém bat e diéu gi vao vinh quang nay,
cling nhu khong thé 1am cho mit trdi rang ngdi hon. Nhung
ching ta dugc 1énh phdai nhin nhdn vinh quang Ngai, lam
vinh danh vinh quang Ngai, céng b6 vinh quang Ngai, tho
lay vinh quang Ngai, phdn dnh vinh quang Ngai va séng vi
vinh quang Ngai. Tai sao? Vi Thién Chia ddng dudc nhu
vay. Chiing ta mic nd Ngai moi vinh du ma ching ta ¢6 thé
trao cho Ngai. Vi Thién Chida da tao dung moi sy, nén Ngai
xitng ddng 1anh nhan tit cd moi vinh quang. Kinh Thdnh néi,
“Lay Chia la Thién Chiia chiing con, Ngai xiung ddng lanh
nhdn vinh quang, danh du va uy quyén, vi Ngai dd@ dung nén
mudn vdt” (Kh 4, 11).

Trong toan ¢6i vi tru, chi ¢6 hai loai tao thanh ctia Thién
Chiia khéng mang lai vinh quang cho Ngai: c4c thién thin sa
nga (ma quy) va ching ta (loai ngudi) khi pham t6i. Moi toi
101, tr ciin ré clia né, 12 khong 1am vinh danh Thién Chda. B6
12 viéc yéu chudng moi thit khac hon chinh Ngai. Tir ch6i mang
lai vinh quang cho Thién Chda la sy phan nghich kiéu ngao,
dé 1a 01 dua dé€n sa nga cda Satan va clia c3 chiing ta. Bing
nhiéu cach khac nhau, tat ca chiing ta sng vi vinh quang chinh
minh, ch& khdng phdi vinh quang Thi€n Chda. Kinh Thanh
n6i, “Moi nguoi da pham toi va bi tudc mdt vinh quang Thién
Chiia” (Rm 3, 23).

T cudc s6ng mdi ngudi, khong ai trong ching ta da 1am
vinh danh Thién Chda tron ven nhu Ngai ddng dugc. PBay la
tdi 16n nhat, va ciing 12 mot sai 1dm 16n nhat ching ta mic
phéi. Pang khéc, sdng cho vinh quang Chia 13 thanh c6ng 16n
nh4t ma chiing ta c6 thé dat dugc trong cudc ddi nay. Kinh
Thanh néi, “Dé la tdt cd nhitng nguoi mang danh Ta, dd duoc
Ta tao dung, ncn thanh hinh va lam nén, cho danh Ta rang ngoi
vinh hién” (Is 43, 7). Vi th€, s6ng cho vinh quang Thién Chiia
phéi 1a muc dich t61 hau cda cudc ddi mdi ngudi chiing ta.
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TOI CO THE LAM VINH DANH CHUA CACH NAO?

Pic Giésu n6i véi Chda Cha, “Phdn con, con dd tén vinh
Cha & dudi dat, khi hoan tdt 7 \w\
cong trinh Cha da giao phd
cho con lam” (Ga 17, 4). i . N
Pic Giésu da 1am vinh danh "¢ @il ciia minh, nd lam vinh

A PR . danh Thién Chiia.

Thién Chda bang céch chu
toan muc dich ciia Ngaitrén Jz}\
trai dat. Chiing ta ciing Iam vinh danh Chda bing cich dy. Khi
mot tao vat chu toan muc dich ctia minh, né lam vinh danh
Thién Chda. Chim trdi lam vinh danh Chda khi bay Iugn, ca
hat, 1am t8, va 1am nhitng viéc clia loai chim nhu Thién Chia
nhim dén. Ngay ca loai ki€n cham chap, cling lam vinh danh
Thién Chia khi ching hoan tat muc dich ma ching dugc tao
thanh. Thién Chda tao dung con kién d€ trd thanh ki€n, Ngai
tao dung ban d€ ban 14 chinh ban. Thanh Iréné néi, “Vinh quang
Thién Chiia 14 con ngudi séng dong, ddy tran”.

Khi mét tao vat chu toan

C6 nhiéu cach @€ 1am vinh danh Chia, chiing ta ¢6 thé tém
luge vao nam muc dich cda Ngai danh cho d&i minh. Phan con
lai ctia cudn sach duge danh dé€ xem xét ky ludng nam muc dich
nay, nhung trude hét chiing ta cAn ¢6 mot cai nhin téng lugc:

Chiing ta 1am vinh danh Chiia biing vi¢c the phugng Ngai.
ThS phuong 13 bén phan dau tién clia ching ta d6i véi Thién
Chda. Ching ta thd phugng Thién Chia bing cach tan hudng
Ngai. C. S. Lewis n6i, “Khi doi hdi ching ta lam vinh danh
Ngai, Thién Chia mdi goi chiing ta tan hudng Ngai”. Chia mudn
viéc thd phuong clia chiing ta phai dugc thiic ddy bdi tinh yéu,
1ong cAm ta va niém vui suéng chit khong phai 12 bén phan.

John Piper néi, “Thién Chida dugc vinh quang nhat trong
ching ta khi chiing ta dudc no thoa nhat trong Ngai”.

Thd phudng vugt troi nggi ca, xuéng hét va cAu xin. Thd
phuong 13 mot 161 song tdn hudng Thién Chia, yéu mén Thién
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Chia va tdn hién chinh minh cho muc dich cia Ngai. Khi ding
ddi minh chi d€ 1am vinh danh Chida, moi viéc ban lam déu cé
thé trd nén hanh vi thd phuong. Thanh Phaold néi, “Anh em hdy
hién toan thdn cho Thién Chiia va diing chi thé ciia anh em nhu
khi cu dé lam diéu cong chinh, phuc vu Thién Chila” (Rm 6, 13b).

Ching ta lam vinh danh Chua

GA U BA L . A .
NLI;‘,{YDTOHCI?:Y bdang cach yéu thuong anh chi em
minh. Khi dudc tai sinh, ban da trd nén
MOISU

thanh vién cia gia dinh Thién Chda.
Theo B¢ Kitd, khong chi tin, nhung con
12 thuéc vé va hoc biét yéu mén gia dinh ctia Thién Chda. Thanh
Gioan viét, “Chiing ta biét rdang: chiing ta da tir coi chét budc
vao coi séng, vi chiing ta yéu thuong anh em. Ké khong yéu thuong
thi & lai trong sw chét” (1Ga 3, 14). Thanh Phaold néi, “Vay anh
em hdy dén nhan nhau nhw Ditc Kité da dén nhdn anh em, dé lam
rang danh Thién Chiia” (Rm 15, 7).

Trach nhiém ciia ban 13 hoc biét cAch yéu thuong nhu Chia
yéu thuong vi Thién Chia 13 tinh yéu va diéu d6 t6n vinh Ngai.
bic Giésu néi, “Thdy ban cho anh em mot diéu rdn mdi la anh
em hdy yéu thuong nhau nhuw Thdy da yéu thuong anh em. Moi
nguoi sé nhdn biét anh em la mén dé ciia Thdy & diém nay: la anh
em co long yéu thuong nhau” (Ga 13, 34-35).

Chiing ta lam vinh danh Chda bing viéc tré nén giéng
bic Kitd. Mot khi duge sinh ra trong gia dinh Thién Chua,
Ngai mudn chiing ta I6n 1én d&€n mifc trudng thanh thiéng liéng.
Trudng thanh thiéng liéng 1a gi? La tré nén gidng Pic Giésu
trong céch suy nghi, cAm nhan va hanh dong. Cang trién nd dé
nén giéng con ngudi Pitc Giésu, ban cang 1am vinh danh Thién
Chua. “Tdt cd ching ta mdt khéng che man, chiing ta phdn chiéu
vinh quang ctia Chiia nhu mot biic guong; nhu vay, chiing ta dugc
bién dbi nén giéng ciing mot hinh dnh dé, ngay cang trd nén ruc
ré hon, nhu do bdi tdac dong ciia Chiia la Thdn Khi” (2Cr 3, 18).

Thién Chida ban cho chiing ta ddi s6ng mdi va ban tinh mdi
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khi chiing ta d6on nhan Bic Kit6. Gid day, v6i nhitng ngay con
lai ctia ban trén trai dat, Thién Chida mudn tiép tuc ti€n trinh
ddi mdi con ngudi ban. Thanh Phaold néi, “Nhu thé, anh em sé
dem lai hoa trdi doi dao la séng mét doi cong chinh nho Ditc
Giésu Kito, dé tén vinh va ngoi khen Thién Chiia” (P11, 11).

Chiing ta 1am vinh danh Chiia béng viéc phuc vu va trao
ban. Nhd Thién Chia, mdi ngudi ching ta dudc thi€t k&€ mot
céch doc nhat vo nhi véi nhitng tai nang, qua ting, ning khi€u
va kh4 niang khic nhau. Cach thifc ban dugc “udn dic” khong
phai 12 ngiu nhién. Thién Chiia khong ban cho ban nhiu kha
ning nhim cho nhitng muc dich
ich ky. Ching dudc trao tang dé
ban sinh ich cho ngudi khac cling
nhu nhitng ngudi khac dudce trao
tang nhitng kha nang dé sinh ich
cho ban. “On riéng Thién Chiia
da ban, méi nguoi trong anh em
phdi ding ma phuc vu ké khdc.
Nhu vdy, anh em mdi la nhitng nguoi khéo qudn ly dn hué thién
hinh van trang ciia Thién Chiia... Ai phuc vu, thi phuc vu bing
sttc manh Thién Chiia ban. Nhut thé, trong moi viéc, chiing ta tén
vinh Thién Chiia nho Duc Giésu Kité6” (1Pr 4, 10.11b).

Chiing ta lam vinh danh Chda béng cach néi cho ngui
khac vé Ngai. Thién Chia khong muén muc dich va tinh yéu
ciia Ngai mai 12 mot bi mat. Mot khi ching ta bi€t dudgc chan 1y
nay, thi Ngai mudn chiing ta chia sé né cho nhitng ngudi khéc.
Pay 12 mot diic 4n cao ca - ddc 4n dem nhitng ngudi khac dén
véi Pidc Giésu, biing c4ch gitdp ho kham pha muc dich ddi ho va
chuén bi ho cho s& phan ddi ddi ciia ho mai ngay. “An siing cang
doi dao, thi cang cé déng nguoi hon déng 1én Thién Chiia mudn
ngan loi cdm ta, dé tén vinh Ngai” (2Cr 4, 15b).
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PAU LA LE SONG CUA BAN?

S6ng nhitng ngay con lai clia ddi ban cho vinh quang Chia
ddi héi mot sy ddi thay nhirng uu tién, thdi biu, cic méi tuong
quan ctia ban va moi thi khéac. B6i khi né ¢6 nghia 1a phai lva
chon con dudng cam go thay vi d& dang. Ca Pic Giésu, cling
phai chién diu vé6i diéu nay. Biét ring minh sip chiu déng
dinh, Ngai kéu 16n ti€ng, “Bdy gio, tdm hoén Thdy xao xuyén!
Thdy biét néi gi dday? Lay Cha, xin ciiu con khdi gio nay, nhung
chinh vi gio nay ma con dd dén. Lay Cha, xin tén vinh Danh
Cha” (Ga 12, 27-28a).

bic Gi€su cling da ding gitra nga ba dudng. Ngai s€ hoan
thanh muc dich ddi minh va lam vinh danh Chida Cha hay sé&
rit lui va s6ng mot cude sdng an nhan quy vé ban than? Ban
cling duong dau v6i mot chon Ia d6. Ban sé sdng cho nhitng
muc dich, tién nghi, vui thd riéng cda ban hay ban s& s6ng nhitng
ngay con lai cho vinh quang Chia khi biét ring Ngai da hia
ban nhitng phan thudng ddi d5i? Pdc Giésu néi, “Ai yéu quy
mang séng minh, thi s¢ mdt; con ai coi thuong mang séng
minh & doi nay, thi sé giit lai dugc cho su séng doi doi” (Ga 12,
25).

Pa dén Iiic phai gidi quyé&t van dé nay. Ban sé song cho ai?
- cho ban than hay cho Thién Chiia? Hin ban sé& do du, khong
biét liéu c6 dd sic d€ séng cho Chia khong. Pimg lo. Thién
Chia sé& ban cho ban nhitng gi cAn thiét néu ban chon séng cho
mdt minh Ngai. “Thdt vdy, Ditc Kité da ldy thdn luc cia Ngai
ma ban tdng ching ta tdt cd nhitng gi gitip chiing ta dugc séng va
séng dao dirc, khi Ngai cho chiing ta biét Ddng da dung vinh
quang va siic manh cia minh ma kéu goi chiing ta” (2Pr 1, 3).

Ngay bay gid, Thién Chiia dang mdi goi ban séng cho vinh
quang Ngai biang c4ch hoan thanh nhitng muc dich Ngai da hoach
dinh khi tao thanh ban. P6 mdi thuc 14 cAch s6ng duy nhat. Moi
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thtt khéc chi don thudn hién hitu. Cudc song that bit dau bing
viéc gén b6 tron chinh ban than véi Pie Giésu. Néu ban khong
chéc minh da 1am diéu d6 hay chua, thi tat ca nhitng gi ban cAn
1a don nhdn va tin. Kinh Thanh néi, “Con nhitng ai don nhdn,
titc la nhitng ai tin vao danh Ngai, thi Ngai cho ho quyén trd nén

con Thién Chiia” (Ga 1, \4‘?’/‘

12). Ban ¢6 ch4p nhan

o, n Ditc Giésu sé ban cho ban
161 mdi goi cua Thién . X A
Chiia khong? tat cg nA},zung gl bal’f cdn

Trude hét, hay tin! ae song cho Ngat
Hay tin rdng, Thién ‘/1'/"/,\
Chda dang y€u thuong ban va tao dung ban cho nhitng muc dich
clia Ngai. Hay tin riing, ban khong phai 12 mot ngiu nhién. Hay
tin réing, ban dugc tao dung d€ s6ng ddi d5i. Hay tin ring, Thién
Chiia chon ban d€ ban s6ng thiét than vdi Pic Giésu, Pang da
chét trén thap gi4 cho ban. Hay tin ring, ddu ban da Iam gi di
nita thi Thién Chia ciing mudn tha thi cho ban.

Tht hai, hay dén nhan! Hay dén nhan bBic Gi€su vao cudc
ddi ban nhu 14 Chida va 13 Pang Cttu Po ban. Hay dén nhan su
tha thit clia Ngai doi vdi céc 161 10i clia ban. Hiy dén nhan
Thanh Than cia Ngai, Pdng sé ban cho ban sifc manh d€ ban
hoan thanh muc dich d&i1 minh. “Ai tin vao nguoi Con thi dugc
sw séng doi doi” (Ga 3, 36a). Du dang doc nhirng 15i nay & dau,
tdi cling xin mJi ban cti dau va lang 1€ thi thAm 15i nguyén von
s& thay ddi coi ddi ddi clia ban: “Lay Pitc Giésu, con tin Ngai, va
con don nhdn Ngai”. Ban hay lam di!

Néu ban that 1ong véi 181 nguyén d6, xin chidc mirng ban!
Mirng ban sum hop véi gia dinh Thién Chida! Gis day ban da
sén sang d€ kham pha va bit ddu s6ng cho muc dich clia Ngai
danh cho ddi ban. Téi khuyén khich ban néi di€u d6 cho ngudi
khéc nita. Ban sé cin dén su tr¢ gidp. Néu ban giti email cho
t6i (xem Phu truong 2), t6i s€ gii cho ban tip sach mdng t6i
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viét, twra dé Nhitng Budc Déu Tién Ciia Ban Cho Su Trudng Thanh
Thiéng Liéng (Your First Steps for Spiritual Growth).

T T
NGAY THU BAY
NGHI Vi MUC PiCH POI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tu: TAt ca déu quy vé Chia.

Mot céu Kinh Thdnh dé nhé: “Vi mudn vat déu
do Ngai ma c6, nho Ngai ma ton tai va quy hudng vé
Ngai. Xin tén vinh Thién Chita dén mudn doi! Amen”
(Roma 11, 36).

Mot cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: Trong cudc s6ng
thudng ngay, ndi dau ti c¢6 thé nhan biét vinh quang
Thién Chiia d& dang hon?

- - ~o
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MUC PICH #1
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BAN DUOQC TAO DUNG
CHO NIEM VUI
CUA THIEN CHUA

“Nguoi ta sé goi ho la cdy thdnh rung thiéng,
la vuon cdy Thién Chila trong
dé lam cho Ngai duoc vinh hién”
(Isaia 61, 3b).
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DPUGC TAODUNG
CHO NIEM VUI CUA THIEN CHUA

“Vi Ngai da dung nén muon vdt,
va do y Ngai muon,
moi lodi lién cé va duoc dung nén”
(Kh4,11).

“Bdi vi Chiia mén chudng ddn Ngai”
(Tv 149, 4a).

Ban dudc tao dung cho niém vui cda Thién Chda.

Gidy phiit ban dudc sinh ra trén tran gian, Thién Chia c6
mat § d6 nhu mdt nhan ching v6 hinh dang mim cuoi nhin ban
chao ddi. Ngai muén ban séng, va viéc ban chio ddi mang cho
Ngai niém vui 16n lao. Ngai dau cdn phai tao dung ban, nhung
Ngai chon tao dung ban cho niém vui riéng clia Ngai. Ban
hién hitu cho 1gi ich ctia Ngai, cho vinh quang, cho muc dich va
cho niém vui suéng clia Ngai.

Pem niém vui cho Thién Chda, s6ng cho niém hoan hy
clia Ngai 12 muc dich diu tién cia cudc ddi ban. Hiéu 16 chan
1y nay, ban s& khong bao giS gip phai van dé cAm nhan minh
v0 nghia nita. Pifu d6 ching 16 gi4 tri cia ban. Néu ban quan
trong dén thé’do6i véi Thién Chida, va Ngai xét ban dang duoc
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cung Ngai di vao c¢di ddi doi, thi thé hdi noi ban, ¢on ¢ ¥
nghia nao 16n lao hon? Ban 1a ngudi con cia Thién Chia, va
niém vui ban dem cho Ngai khong gidng vdi bat cf diu gi
khéc ma Ngai di tao nén. “Ngai da tién dinh cho ta lam nghia
tit nho Diec Giésu Kité” (Ep 1, 5b). P6 1a niém vui va muc
dich clia Ngai.

Mot trong nhitng qua ting 16n nhat Thién Chida ban cho
ban 14 kha ning tan hudng niém vui. Ngai mic cho ban ngi
quan va nhitng tinh cdm d€ ban ciing c6 thé cim nhan né.
Ngai mudn ban tan hudng cudc sdng chit khong chi chiu dung
né. Ly do ma ban c6 thé tan hudng niém vui, Ay 12 vi ban dugc
Thién Chuia tao dung theo hinh dnh Ngai.

Chiing ta thudng quén Thi€n Chia cling ¢6 nhirng tinh cdm
budn vui. Ngai cdm nhan moi di€u cich siu sic. Kinh Thanh
cho chiing ta biét, Thién Chda ciing u budn, ciing ghen tudng,
ndi gian, dau khé, ti€c nudi, x6t xa va ddng 1ong tric 4n ciing
nhu Ngai vin hanh phic, vui suéng va thod Iong. Ngai yéu,
Ngai vui, Ngai mung, Ngai han hoan va tham chi Ngai con
cudi nira.

Pem niém vui cho Thién Chia dugc goi la “thd phugng .
Kinh Thanh néi1, “Chiia wa chuéng nhiing ai kinh s¢ Chiia, va
trong cdy & tinh thuong cia Ngai” (Tv 147, 11b).

Bat cf ¢ong vie \{‘4’\
nao ban 1am vén dem
niém vui cho Thién

Bdt cit céng viéc nao ban lam von
Chtia du Ix mot hanh dem faié\riz vu\i cho.Thzién Chiia déu
vi thd phugng. Nhu la mot hanh vi tho phuong.
vién kim cuong, thy TN
phuong ¢é nhiéu mat. Cin c¢6 nhiéu cuén sich d€ néi dén 1t
cd nhitng gi phai hi€u vé viéc thd phugng, nhung & day, ching
ta chi nhin nhitng khia canh chinh ctia né.

Cac nha nhan loai hoc nhan xét, thd phugng 1a mdt thoi
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thic phS cap dudc Thién Chia dan quyén chit ché trong ban
thé€ con ngudi ching ta, d6 13 mot nhu cAu dit sin trong con
ngudi d€ con ngudi c¢é thé thong hiép véi Thién Chia. Thd
phuong cing tv nhién nhu 4n udng hay hit thd. Néu khong thd
phudng Thién Chia, chiing ta s& tim mot céi gi d6 d€ thé chd
Ngai, du cudi cing, c4i d6 1a chinh ban than ching ta. Ly do
Thién Chuia tao dung ching ta vdi ao uSc nay la vi Ngai mong
mdi ¢6 nhitng con ngudi thd phuong! Pic Giésu néi véi thi€u
phu Samari, “Chiia Cha tim kiém nhitng ai tho phuong Ngai”
(Ga 4, 23b).

Tuy theo bdi canh t6n gido clia ban, c6 thé ban cdn md
rong thém hiéu biét cia ban vé viéc “thd phuong”. Ban c6 thé
nghi dén nhitng budi ctt hanh phung vu ctia Hoi Thanh gém
viéc ca hat, cAu nguyén, nghe gidng. Hoidc cédc budi cit hanh
nghi thic, rude nén, hay rudc 1&. Hodc ban c6 thé nghi dén
viéc chita lanh, phép la, xuit thin.. Thd phudng c6 thé bao
gdm tat ca cic yéu 8 d6, nhung that ra, né cdon mang mot
chiéu kich vugt tréi nhitng thé hién ay. Thd phuong 12 mot 167
song.

Tho phugng khong chi 1a Am nhac, nhung vugt trdi Am
nhac. V6i nhiéu ngudi, thd phudng dong nghia véi 4m nhac.
Ho néi, “Tai nha thd ching t61, trudc hét 1a thd phugng, sau
dé 1a gidng day”. P6 1a mot sai 1am 16n. MSi mdt phan clia
phung vu déu 12 mot hanh vi thd phuong: cau nguyén, doc Li
Chda, ca hat, xung thd, im lang, déng "
yf n,qnghf giéilg’ %hi C,hépj dang Cﬁf Tho phuong vuot troi
I¢, rua td1, hiép I¢, ky mot cam kEt . i

N N N am nhac.
va ngay ca cti chao nhau déu la thd i
phuong. 7 ‘/1?'/\

Thuc ra, thd phudng c6 trude Am nhac. Adam da thd phugng
trong Vudn Pia Pang, nhung 4m nhac khong dudce nhic dén,
mai cho tdi St 4, 21 véi viée chao ddi cia Giuvan. Néu ths
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phudng chi 14 4m nhac, thi tat cd nhitng ai
NGAY THU TAM  KhOng bi€t nhac s& khong bao gid bi€t dén
PUGC TAO thd phugng. Thd phugng vugt troi Am nhac.
DUNG CHO T¢ hon, khai niém “thd phugng” thudng
NIEMVUICUA i daing sai khi n6i dén mot thé loai 4m nhac
THIENCHUA 56 d6: “Trude hét, ching t6i hat mot thanh
ca, sau do la mét bai ngoi khen va tho
phuong”. Hodc 1a, “T61 thich nhifng bai tdn tung rén ra
nhung thich nh4t vAn 14 nhitng bai thd phudng cham rii”.
Trong cdch ding nay, néu mdt bai thdnh ca hat nhanh, on
30 hodc st dung dan kén ddong, thi né dugc xem 1a loai
“ngdi ca”. Nhung néu né cham rai va tram ling, cé thé c6
dan guitar dém theo, thi d6 12 loai thd phudng. Py 1a sai 1am
phd bién trong viéc diing tir “thd phuong”.

Thd phugng khong lién quan gi dén thé loai, Am lugng,
nhip diéu clia mot bai hat. Thién Chida yéu thich tit cd moi
loai hinh 4m nhac, vi Ngai phat minh tat ci chiing - nhanh,
cham, manh, nhe, cii, mdi. C6 thé ban ching tha thiét gi vdi
nhitng thit d6, nhung Thién Chia thi ¢! Néu né dude dang 1én
Ngai trong tinh thdn va chan 1y, thi d6 13 mot hanh vi tho
phuong.

Céc tin hitu thudng khong déng ¥ vdi nhau vé céac loai
hinh 4m nhac ding trong thd phugng, ho say swa bao vé loai
hinh minh yéu thich va coi d6 13 ding Kinh Thanh nhat, Chda
thich nhat. Nhung 1am gi ¢6 loai nhac ki€u Kinh Thanh! Trong
Kinh Thénh dau c¢6 nét nhac nao? Ngay ca nhitng nhac cu ciing
khong th4y trong thdi Kinh Thanh.

Thing thin ma ndi, loai hinh 4m nhac ban yéu thich néi
nhiéu vé chinh ban - b6i canh, con ngudi clia ban - hon 14 néi vé
Thién Chda. Am nhac clia dan toc nay chi ¢6 thé 1a ti€ng dong
On 20 d6i véi dan toc kia. Nhung Thién Chda lai thich sy da
dang phong phud d6 va Ngai thudng thifc tat ca.
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Khong bao gid ¢6 céi goi la &m nhac “Kit6 gido”; chi ¢6
nhi’ng 151 ca Kitd gido. Chinh 151 ca méi lam cho bai hat nén
thi€ng thanh chit khdng phai la giai di€u. Khdng ¢6 nhitng giai
diéu thdnh. N&u t6i ddnh mot badn nhac khdng 151, khdng
tai nao ban bi€t liéu né ¢6 phdi 1a mdt bai hat “Kitd gido”
khéng.

Tho phugng khong nhim Igi ich ctia ban. Vi tr cach
quan xt, t6i nhan dudc nhiu thu viét thé nay, “Con rat thich
budi thd phugng hdm nay, con nhan dudc nhiéu diéu 1dm”.
Pay ciing 12 mdt quan niém sai 1dm vé viéc thd phudng. Thd
phugng khong vi 101 ich ching ta! Ching ta thd phugng vi 191
ich Thién Chda. Khi thd phugng, muc ti€u
cla ching tala dem niém vui cho Thién Chia,
chtt kh6éng phai cho chinh minh.

Néu ban da tirng néi, “T6i khong nhan
dudc gi tir budi thd phugng hom nay”, ban da
thd phuong vi mot 1y do sai 1dm. Thd phudng
khong danh cho ban nhung danh cho Thién
Chda. Di nhién, nhitng ¢ hanh mang tinh tho
phuong nhat ciing bao ham nhitng y&u 4 cla tinh than hitu,
hoc héi, gidng giai Tin Mung, va & d6 con ¢6 nhitng 1gi ich
khac, nhung chiing ta khong thd phugng d€ vui tho chinh minh.
Pong luc cia ching ta 13 dem vinh quang va niém vui cho
Pang Tao Hda.

Trong Isaia 29, Thién Chda phan nan vé viéc thd phudng
hai long va gid hinh. Dan Chia dang 1€n Ngai nhirng kinh
nguyén ci rich, nhitng 151 ngdi khen khong that 1ong, nhitng 151
1€ trong rdng va nhitng nghi thie t€ to nhan tao ma khong nghi
dén ngay ca y nghia clia né. Thién Chiia khong ddng 1dong bdi
nhitng truyén thdng may méc trong thd phudng, nhung sé dong
1ong bdi tinh mén ndng nan va diy cam két. Kinh Thanh néi,
“Ddn nay chi dén gdn Ta bdng miéng, tén vinh Ta bdang moi,
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con long chiing thi xa Ta ldm; chiing chi kinh s¢ Ta theo lénh
cua nguoi pham, nhung do chi la sdo ngi#” (Is 29, 13).

Tho phugng khong phai 1a mét phdn cudc séng; dé la
cd cudc song clia ban. Thd phuong khong chi 13 nhitng gi dién
ra & nha thd. Chiing ta nghe néi d€ “thd phugng Ngai lién 1i” va
dé “ngdi khen Ngai tif binh minh t6i lic hoang hén”. Trong
Kinh Thanh, ddn Chia nggi khen Ngai
ldc lam viéc, khi & nha, trong trin mac,
trong nha ti va ca trén giudng ngi! Ngdi
khen phai 14 cong viéc dau tién khi ban
vira chép mét thifc day mdi sang va ciing
14 viéc cudi cuing khi ban khép mit lic
dém vé. Vua Pavit néi, “Téi sé khong
nguwng chic tung Chiia, cdu hdt mung
Ngai chdng ngdt trén méi” (Tv 34, 2).

M3i mot cong viée déu c6 thé bién thanh mot hanh vi ths
phuong khi ban thuc hi€n né vi 161 ngdi khen, vinh quang va
dep 1ong Chia. Kinh Thanh néi, “Vay, du dn, dit uéng, hay lam
bdt cit viéc gi, anh em hdy lam tdt cd dé toén vinh Thién Chiia”
(1Cr 10, 31). Martin Luther néi, “Ngudi vt sita c6 thé vit sita
bo cho vinh quang Chda”.

Biing cach no ¢ thé 1am moi viéc cho vinh quang Chiia?
Hay 1am moi viéc nhw thé ban dang lam nd thay cho Diic
Giésu qua viéc néi chuyén li€n 1i vdi Ngai trong khi ban
lam cOng viéc d6. Thanh Phaold néi, “Bdt ci lam viéc gi,
hdy lam tan tém nhw thé lam cho Chiia, chit khéng phdi cho
nguoi doi” (Cl 3, 23).

Pay 1a bi quyét cia mot ddi séng thd phudng - 1am moi
viéc nhu dang 1am cho Pic Giésu. Chd gidi thu Roma 12, 1, ¢6
doan viét, “Hay ldy médi ngay, cudc séng thuong nhat ciia ban
- ngli nghi, dn uéng, trén duong di lam viéc, va liic bdch bo - dé
ddt né trudc nhan Thién Chiia nhu mét ciia 18”. Cong viéc trd
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nén thd phuong khi ban dang né cho Thién Chia va thuc hién
né véi y thidc Ngai dang hién dién.

LAn diu tién khi phai long nha t6i, t6i nghi dén nang lién
1i: khi diém tAm, khi 1ai xe dén trudng, khi ngdi hoc, khi sip
hang trong siéu thi, khi d6 xang - t6i khong ngitng nghi dén
ngudi phu nit nay! T6i thudng néi véi minh vé nang va nghi dén
moi diu khi€n t6i yéu nang. Piéu nay gitip tdi cAm thay gan
giii Kay mic diu ching t6i & cach nhau hang tram dam va hoc
& nhitng dai hoc khic nhau. Biing viéc nghi d&€n nang mai nhu
th€, 161 & lai trong tinh yéu nang. ThS phugng dich thuc ciing
VAy - phdi long va yéu mén Ditc Giésu.

—~s — T
NGAY THU TAM
NGHI VE MUC biCH POI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tu: Toi dudc tao dung cho niém
vui cia Thién Chda.

Mt cau Kinh Thdanh dé nhé: “Chiia mén chudng
ddn Ngai” (Tv 149, 4a).

Mét cau héi dé nghién ngdm: Coéng viéc nio
khién t6i ¢6 thé bit ddu 1am nhu thé dang 1am cho
budc Giésu? |

MUC PICH # 1: BAN PUCUC TAO DUNG CHO NIEM VUI CUA THIEN CHUA 87



PIEU GI KHIEN THIEN CHUA MIiM CUOI?

“Nguyén Pitc Chiia tuoi nét mdt nhin dén
va di long thuong anh em”
(Ds 6,25).

“Xin tod dnh tén nhan rang ngoi trén téi t¢ Chiia,
thdnh chi Ngai, xin day bé t6i”
(Tv 119, 135).

Nu cudi cia Thién Chia la muc tiéu ddi ban.

Vi lam vui 1ong Thién Chda 13 muc dich dau tién cia ddi
ban, nén nhiém vu quan trong nhat cda ban 13 kham pha cach
thitc d€ 1am cong viéc d6. Thanh Phaold néi, “Anh em hdy xem
diéu gi lam dep long Chiia” (Ep 5, 10). May thay, Kinh Thénh
cho chiing ta mAu guong sang ngdi clia mot cudc ddi ludén 1am
vui 1ong Thién Chia. Con ngudi 4y ¢6 tén la Noe.

Vio thdi Noe, ca th€ gidi trd nén ddi bai. Ai ciing séng
cho su vui thoa ri€ng minh, chit khdng cho Thién Chia. Thién
Chia khong tim ra nguoi nao trén trai dat kha di thich 1am vui
long Ngai, nén Ngai dau budn va héi ti€c vi da tao dung con
ngudi. Ngai ghé tdm dong giéng loai ngudi dén ndi du tinh
quét sach tat cd nhan loai. Nhung & d6 con ¢6 mdt ngudi da
lam Thién Chia mim cudi. Kinh Thénh néi, “Nhung dng Noe
duoc dep long Diuic Chiia” (St 6, 8).
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Thién Chida néi, “Anh nay lam vui long Ta, anh 1am Ta
cudi. Ta sé& bit dau lai moi su vdi gia dinh né”. Bdi vi Noe
dem niém vui thich cho Thién Chda, nén ban va t6i mdi c6
ngay hom nay. T cudc doi ctia 6ng, ching ta hoc dugc nam
hanh vi thd phugng khi€n Thién Chia mim cudi.

Thién Chia mim cudi khi chiing ta yéu mén Ngai trén
hét moi sy. Noe yéu Thién Chiia hon bat cif diéu gi khac trén
trdn gian, ngay ca khi khdng c6 ai khdc yéu Ngai. Kinh Thanh
néi, sudt cude ddi Ong, “@ng la nguoi céng chinh hoan hdo
giita nhitng nguoi dong thoi, va éng di véi Thién Chiia” (St 6,
9b).

Pay 1a diéu Thién Chida mong mudn nhat ndi ban: mdi
than tinh. D6 1a mot sy that dang ngac nhién nhat trong hoan
vii - ring, PAng Tao Thanh ching ta mudn k&t ban véi chiing ta.
Thién Chia tao dung ban d€ yéu ban va Ngai ciing mong mdi
ban yéu Ngai. Ngai néi, “Vi Ta mudn tinh yéu chit khéng cdn hy
18, thich duogc cdc nguoi nhan biét hon la dugc ciia Ié toan thiéu”
(Hs 6, 6).

Ban c¢6 cAm nhén ndi 1ong ctia Thién Chda danh cho ban
trong cau nay khéng? Thi€én Chida y€u ban cich sau xa va udc
ao tinh yéu cliia ban dap trd. Ngai néng 1ong mudn ban biét
Ngai va danh thdi gio & v6i Ngai. Pay 1a 1y do tai sao hoc biét
yéu mén Thién Chida va dudc Ngai mén yéu phai 1a muc tiéu
cao ca nhét cda cudc ddi ban. Khong cé diéu gi khac quan
trong hon. Pirc Giésu goi d6 13 gisi ran trong nhat. Ngai ndi,
“Nguoi phdi yéu mén Puc Chia, Thién Chiia ciia nguoi, hét
Iong, hét linh hon va hét tri khon nguoi. D6 la diéu ran quan
trong nhdt va diéu rdn thit nhdt” (Mt 22, 37-38).

Thién Chia mim cudi khi chiing ta tin cdy hoan toan
vao Ngai. Ly do thtt hai khi€n Noe lam vui Iong Thién Chia
12 6ng da tin cAy vao Ngai, ngay ca khi khong thé hi€u ndi.
Kinh Thanh néi1, “Nho diic tin, 6ng Noe dugc Thién Chiia bdo
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cho biét nhiing gi nguoi ta chua thdy; vi cé long kinh sg Thién
Chiia, 6ng dd déng mot chiéc tau dé citu gia dinh 6ng” (Dt 11,
7a).

Ban thi tudng tugng, ngay - W/‘
kia Thién Chda dén néi vdi

) ) : Diéu Thién Chiia mong
Noe, “Ta that vong vé loai

mudn nhdt noi ban chinh

ngudi. Trong ca th€ gian ching la méi than tinh.
ai nghi dén Ta ngoai mot minh
ngudi. Nhung nay Noe, khi Ta \lp’}\

nhin nguoi, Ta b4t ddu mim

cudi. Cude séng nguoi 1am Ta vui thich, vi th& Ta sép cho 1d
lut phi khdp mat dat va sé bit dau lai moi su vdi gia dinh
ngudi. Ta muén ngudi lAm mot con tau khdng 16 d€ ctu nguoi
va céc loai vat”.

C6 ba van @& khién Noe c6 thé nghi ngd. Thtt nhat, Noe
chura bao gid thdy mua, vi trudc Hong Thuy, Thién Chida i
dat dai tr dudi 1én (St 2, 5b.6). Thit hai, Noe sdng cich xa bd
bién gAn nhat hang tram dam. DAu cho 6ng déng dudec mot chiéc
tau, 1am sao 6ng c6 thé ha thuy né? Thit ba, cd mdt van dé khi
ong tap hop tat ca loai vat va rdi phai cham séc chiing. Nhung
Noe dd khong phan nan hay bao chita. Ong tin cdy Thién Chida
hoan toan va diéu d6 khi€n Ngai mim cudi.

Tin cay hoan toan vao Thién Chida nghia Ia tin Ngai biét
rat rd nhitng gi t6t nhat cho cudc ddi ban. Ban tréng mong
Ngai giit 151 hita, giip ban vudt qua nhitng vdn dé va 1am
diéu bat kha thi cho ban. Kinh Thanh néi, “Chiia wa chudng
nhiing ai kinh s¢g Chiia, va trong cdy & tinh thuong ciia Ngai” (Tv
147,11).

Noe mat 120 nAm mdi déng xong chiéc tau. T6i nghi ring
ong phai trai qua bao ngay that vong. Nam ndy qua nim khéac
ching mot dau hiéu ndo cho thay trdi sdp mua, dng bi nhao
bang mot cach khong thudng x6t nhur “mot ga dién nghi ring
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Thién Chida phan vdi minh”. T6i tudng tugng con cai Noe phai
x4u hd biét bao bdi chiée tau khdng 16 dang duge déng trudc san
nha ho. Vay ma Noe vAn ctf tin cay Chda.

Trong d5i ban, nhitng 1anh vuc nio ban cin tin ciy hoan
toan vao Thién Chda? Tin cay 1a& mot hanh vi thd phudng.
Ciing nhu cha me vui 10ng khi con c¢éi tin tudng vao tinh yéu va
st khon ngoan clia ho, thi niém tin ctia ban ciing sé 1am Thién
Chda vui long. Kinh Thanh néi, “Diic tin la bdo dam nhiing
diéu ta hy vong” (Dt 11, 1).

Thién Chida mim cudi khi ching ta vang 16i Ngai hét
long. Citu doan vat khdi con i lut khip
ndi moi chén hin ddi phai chi tAm dén
viéc cung caAp luong thuc va cic chi tiét
khac. Moi su phdi dudc thuc hién nhu
Thién Chia da phdn. Thi€n Chda khong
néi, “Noe, déng chiéc tau theo kiéu nao
dé trude ddy ma ngudi thich”. Ngai chi
dan tirng chi ti€t tr kich thudc, hinh dang,
vat liéu con tau dén nhitng con sd khic
nhau vé cic loai vat dudc mang 1én tau.
Kinh Thénh cho ching ta biét Noe dap lai lam sao, “Ong Noe
da lam nhw vay; éng lam diing nhw Thién Chiia dd truyén cho
ong” (St 6, 22).

Hay lvu y, Noe da vang 15i hoan toan (khong chi din nao
bi bd qua) va dng vang 18i cdch chinh xdc (theo céch thic va
thdi han Thién Chida mudn né hoan thanh). P6 chinh 1a sy hét
long. Khong la gi, Thi€én Chida mim cudi vdi Noe.

Néu Thién Chia bdo ban déng mot chi€e tau khdng 10,
ban khong nghi 13 s& ¢6 mot vai thic méc, phan doi, hodc de
chitng sao? Noe da khong 1am th€. Ong vang 15i Thién Chia
hét 1ong. Nghia 13 6ng 1am bat cif diéu gi Thién Chia mudn
ma khong chiit chan chir, do du. Ban sé& khong ludng Iu va néi,
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“d€ con ciu nguyén da”. Hay thuc hién ngay, dirng tri hoan.
Moi ngudi 1am cha 1am me déu biét, vang 15i tré nai 1a thuc
su khong vang 15i.

Thién Chida khong mic nd ban mdt 15i gidi thich hay mot
1y do nao vé& nhitng gi Ngai yéu ciu ban. Viéc hi€u biét con cé
thé dgi, vang 13i thi khong. Vang 15i titc khic sé day ban vé
Thién Chda nhiéu hon 13 hoc hdi Kinh Thanh su6t ddi. Thuc
t&, ban s& khong bao gid hi€u mdt vai ménh 1énh cho dén khi
ban cif vang 15i thuc hién. Vang 18i md ra su hiéu biét.

Chiing ta thudng dang cho Chida sy vang 15i ting phan.
Chiing ta chon diéu nay, chon diéu kia d€ vang 15i. Lap mot
danh sach nhitng ménh I€nh, chiing ta lam nhi*ng gi minh thich
dang khi 15 di nhitng gi ching ta nghi 1a v6 1y, khé khin, t0n
kém va khong ai thich. T6i sé& di 1& nhung khong dang cing.
T61 s€ doc L.o1 Chda nhung khdng tha tht cho ngudi da xic
pham t6i. Ay th€, vang 15i ting phén 13 khong vang 13i.

Vang 15i hét long duge thuc hién cach vui tuoi véi niém
hang say. Kinh Thanh néi, “Hdy phung tho Chiia vdi niém hoan
hy” (Tv 100, 2a). PBay 1a théi d cda Pavit, “Lay Chiia, xin day
con duong 161 thdnh chi. Con nguyén di theo mai dén cung” (Tv
119, 33).

Vi céc Kitd hitu, thanh Giacobé khing dinh, “Anh em
thdy dé, nho hanh dong ma con nguoi dugc nén céng chinh, chit
khong phdi chi nho dicc tin ma thoi” (Ge 2, 24). L.&i Chia néi
15, ban khong thé citu rdi chinh minh. Ciu rdi chi dén do 4n
sting chit khdng do nd luc clia ban. Nhu ngudi con doi véi cha
minh, ban ¢6 th€ dem niém vui cho Cha trén trdi qua su vang
phuc. Mdi hanh vi vang phuc déu 12 hanh vi thd phugng. Vay
tai sao vang 13i 1am Thién Chda vui 1ong dén th&? Bdi né
chitng t4 ban that su yéu mén Ngai. Pic Giésu néi, “Néu anh
em yéu mén Thdy, anh em sé giit cdc diéu rdn cia Thdy” (Ga
14, 15).

92 SONG THEO PUNG MUC PICH



Thién Chda mim cudi khi \g&-

chiing ta nggi khen va cam ta Tin cay hoan toan vao
Ngai lién li. Khong gi vui hon khi Thién Chiia nghia la
nhéan nhitng 151 khen ngdi va 1ong tin Ngai b{é’t rﬁ:t ro
biét on chan thanh t¥ mot ai d6.  7hitng i tot nhdt cho
Thi€én Chda ciing vay, Ngai thich cugc doi ban.
didu d6. Ngai mim cudi khi AN

chiing ta biéu 16 sy than phuc va bit on d6i véi Ngai.

Cudc ddi Noe da dem niém vui cho Thién Chda vi 6ng ¢6
mdt tAm hon ca ngdi va ta on. Viéc dau tién clia Noe khi dugc
song sét sau con Hong Thuy 12 bi€u hién 10ng biét on d6i véi
Thién Chiia bing viéc tién dang 1& t€. Kinh Thanh néi, “Ong
Noe dung mot ban tho dé kinh Ditc Chiia. Ong da 16y mét sé
trong cdc gia suc thanh sach va cdc loai chim thanh sach ma
dédng lam I toan thiéu trén ban tho” (St 8, 20).

Nhd 1€ hy t€ clia Pic Giésu, ching ta khong cin phai
dang 1€ t€loai vat nhu Noe da 1am. Thay vao d6, chiing ta dugc
day dang 1én Thién Chda “Ié t¢'ngoi khen” (Dt 13, 15) va “Ié t&
taon” (Tv 116, 17). Ching ta ngdi khen Thi€n Chda vi Ngai la
chinh Ngai va ta on Ngai vi nhitng gi Ngai da thuc hién. Pavit
néi, “Toi sé hdt bai ca chiic mung Danh Thdnh, sé ddng loi cdm
ta tdn duong Ngai. Lam nhu vdy sé dep long Chiia hon dang tién
bo bé dii méng du sung” (Tv 69, 31-32).

Piéu ky diéu x4y ra mdi khi chiing ta dang 15i khen ngdi va
cam ta Thién Chia: Khi dang 1&én Ngai niém vui thoa, 1ong
chiing ta ngap tran niém vui!

Me ti rat thich ndu nuéng cho tdi. Ngay c4 sau khi lap
gia dinh véi Kay, khi t6i dén thaim me, ba chuén bi nhitng bira
an tuyét voi. MOt trong nhirng niém vui 16n nhat cda ba 1a
nhin chiing t6i an va thudng thiic nhitng mén ba don. Chiing
t0i cang thich thi thudng thic bao nhiéu, niém vui cang dén
véi ba bay nhiéu.

MUC PICH # 1: BAN PUCUC TAO DUNG CHO NIEM VUI CUA THIEN CHUA 93



Nhung chiing t6i ciing rat vui suéng khi biét lam cho me
vui bing c4ch biéu 16 niém vui cda minh vé bita an. Piéu nay
thé hién hai cach. Khi dudc no thoa, t6i khen bita an ngon va
khen nggi cA me minh. T6i khong chi thudng thite d6 dn nhung
con lam vui long me. Moi ngudi hanh phic.

Thd phugng ciing ¢ hai chiéu. Chiing

NGAY THU CHIN S s S Lt
ta vui hudng nhitng gi Chia ban, va khi bay

DIEUGI té ndi vui mirng d6 cling Ngai, thi diu dé
KHIEN lai dem cho Ngai niém vui - vd né mot
THIEN CHUA : g :

MIM CUOT? 14n nita gia ting niém vui ndi ching ta.

Thanh Vinh dién t4, “Nhitng nguoi cong

chinh miia nhdy mimg vui trude mdt Chiia Troi, niém hoan lac
trao dang” (Tv 68, 4).

Thién Chia mim cu®i khi chiing ta s dung kha ning
ctia minh. Sau con Hong Thuy, Thién Chia ban cho Noe chi
thi don sd nay, “Hdy sinh séi ndy nd that nhiéu cho ddy mdt
dat. Moi loai di dong va cé su séng sé la luong thuc cho cdc
nguoi; Ta ban cho cdc nguoi tdt cd nhitng thit do, cling nhu da
ban cé xanh tuoi” (St 9, 1b.3).

Thién Chda muén néi, “Pa dén ldc bit dau cude dsi! Hay
lam nhirng gi Ta hoach dinh cho con ngudi. Hay yéu thuong vdg.
Hay sinh con d& cai. Hiy nuéi séng gia dinh. Hay gieo trong
mla mang va ndu nudng. Hiy la nhitng con ngudi! Pay la
nhitng gi Ta mudn ngudi phéi trd nén!”.

Ban c¢6 thé nghi, Thién Chia chi vui 1ong khi ban 1am
nhitng viéc “thi€ng li€ng” - nhu doc Kinh Thanh, tham du Thanh
18, cAu nguyén hay chia sé niém tin. Va c6 thé ban nghi Ngai
ching quan tAm dén cac viéc khéc trong d5i ban. That ra, Thién
Chda vui thich nhin xem moi chi tiét ddi ban, khi ban 1am
viéc, vui duia, nghi ngdi hay 4n uéng. Ngai khong bd qua nhat
clf nhat dong ndo ndi ban. Kinh Thénh néi véi ching ta, “Chiia
gitip con nguoi budc di viing chdi, va chudng duong 161 ho doi
theo” (Tv 37, 23).
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M3i hoat ddng clia con ngudi, ngoai trir tdi 161, déu c6 thé
1am vui 1ong Thién Chia néu ban 1am trong tAm tinh ngdi
khen. Ban c6 thé rita chén, sita may, ban hang, danh may,
trong trot va nudi s6ng gia dinh cho vinh danh Chia.

Nhu mot ngudi cha, ngudi me tu hao, Thi€én Chida cling
dac biét vui thich nhin ban s dung nhi@ng tai ning va kha
nang Ngai ban. Ngai chi ¥ trao cho ching ta nhitng qua tiang
khéc nhau vi y thich cda Ngai. Ngai tao nén nhitng ngudi nay
dé thanh luc si, s6 khac thanh nha phan tich. C6 thé ban dugc
trao kha ning giéi mady mdéc hay todn hoc, &m nhac hay ca
ngan k¥ niang khéac. T4t cd nhitng kha ning nay déu cé thé
dem lai nhitng nu cudi trén gudng mat Thi€n Chda. Kinh Thanh
noi, “Long mdi nguoi chinh Chiia dung nén, viéc ho lam Chiia
théng suét ca” (Tv 33, 15).

Ban s€ khong dem lai vinh \4/?]\
quang va niém vui cho Thién Thién Chiia vui thidf
Chta khi che gidu kha ning hay nhin xem moi chi tiét
khi ¢6 trd thanh mot ngudi nao doi ban.
khé4c. Ban chi dem cho Ngai JJ}\
niém vui thod bing chinh con ngudi clia ban. B4t ¢ khi nao
ban tif chdi mdt phan ndo d6 noi chinh minh, thi ban dang phi
nhan su khon ngoan va quyén t6i thudng ctia Thién Chida khi
Ngai tao thanh ban. Thién Chia n6i, “Khén thay ké chi la mdnh
sanh gita dé sanh d6 gém ma lai mudn tranh cdi véi Dang ndn
ra minh! DAt sét ma ddm néi vdi tho nhao ndn minh: ‘éng lam
cdi gi vay? Tdc phdm ciia éng lam khong khéo tay!’” (Is 45, 9).

Trong cuén phim Nhitng Cé Xe Béng Lita (The Chariots of
Fire), Eric Liddel, van dong vién dién kinh Olympic, néi ring,
“T61 tin Thién Chda da tao dung tdi cho mdt muc dich, nhung
Ngai ciing ban cho t6i st nhanh nhen, va khi 6 chay, t6i biét
Ngai vui”. Sau dé anh néi, “Khéng chay ntra, 1a khinh ché
Ngai”. Khong cé kha nang nao lai khdng cé tinh thiéng liéng,
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chi c6 nhitng kha nang bi diing sai. Hay bit dau st dung cac kha
ning clia ban d€ 1am vui 1ong Ngai.

Thién Chda ciing vui khi nhin ban tdn hudng nhitng tac tao
ctia Ngai. Ngai cho ban d6i mit d€ nhin xem vé dep, doi tai dé
ling nghe 4m thanh, miii va vi gidc d€ thudng thitc mii vi, cac
day than kinh dudi da d€ cAm nhan s tiép xdc. M3i mot hanh vi
tan hudng déu 13 mot hanh vi tho
phudng khi ban biét cdm ta Ngai vi
diéu d6. Thuc vy, Kinh Thanh néi vé
Ngai, “Ddng cung cdp doi dao moi su
cho chiing ta hudng ding” (1Tm 6,
17¢).

Thién Chia cling vui thich nhin
xem ngay khi ban dang ngi! Khi cac
con t6i ¢dn nhd, t6i nhd lai niém vui
sau s#c khi nhin ching ngt. Pdi khi
ca ngay toan chuyén nay chuyén kia va khoéng vang 181, nhung
khi ngd, ching ¢6 vé thoa 10ng, an toan, va binh an. T6i nhd
lai, t61 da yéu ching biét bao.

Pé dem cho t6i niém vui, cac con t6i khéng can phai lam
cho t6i mot chuyén gi. Chi nhin chiing thd 1a t6i vui sudng, bdi
t6i yéu chiing that nhiu. Khi nguc ching phap phdng, t6i mim
cudi, va doi khi, nuéc mét hanh phic tran dang. Khi ban ngd,
Thién Chia ciing chim chim nhin ban dat dao yéu thuong, bsi
vi ban 12 ¥ twdng ctia Ngai. Ngai yéu ban nhu thé ban 13 ngudi
duy nhat trén tran gian.

Cha me khdng doi con cai hoan hdo, hay ngay ca trudng
thanh d€ rdi mdi vui thoa. Ho vui thich chiing ngay & mdi giai
doan phét trién. Ciing th&, Thién Chia khéng dgi ban trudng
thanh rdi mdi bit dau yéu thich. Ngai yéu thuong va vui thich
tirng giai doan phét trién thiéng liéng cilia ban.
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C6 thé nhitng thiy gido va cha me ctia ban 14 nhitng ngudi
khit khe khi ban vira 16n 1én. Xin dirng nghi Thién Chia ciing
nhin ban nhu ho. Ngai biét ban khong thé 13 ngudi hoan hao
va v6 t9i. Kinh Thanh néi, “Ngai qud biét ta duoc nhdi ndn
bdng gi, hdn Ngai nhd: ta chi la cdt bui” (Tv 103, 14).

Piéu Thién Chda nhin, chinh 13 thai dd ndi tAm: Lam vui
1ong Ngai ¢6 phai 12 udc ao sau kin nhat clia ban khong? P6
chinh 1a muc dich cudc ddi thanh Phaol6: “Dit con trong thdn
xdc hodc da lia bo thdn xdc, chiing toi chi c6 mdt tham vong la
lam dep long Ngai” (2Cr 5, 9). Khi ban s6ng trong 4nh sang
vinh ctfu, trong tAm clia ban thay d6i tir “T6i dude vui thoa bao
nhiéu trong cudc ddi nay?” trd thanh “Chia dudc thoa 1ong ngan
nao trong cudc doi t61?”.

Thién Chiia dang tim ki€m nhitng con ngudi nhu Noe &
thé¢ ky 21 nay - nhitng con ngudi sdn sang séng dé€ lam vui
long Ngai. Kinh Thénh néi, “Tw troi cao, Chiia nhin xudng
loai nguoi, xem ai la ké cd luong tri, biét kiém tim Thién
Chiia” (Tv 14, 2).

Ban ¢6 chon viéc lam vui long Chida 1a muc dich d51 minh
khong? Thién Chda sé& khong tir chdi bat cit diéu gi véi nhitng
ai bi cuén hit hoan toan bdi muc dich nay.
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NGAY THU CHIN 7
NGHI Vii MUC PiCH PO TOI

Mot diém dé suy tu: Thién Chia mim cudi khi toi
tin cay Ngai.

Mot cau Kinh Thanh dé nhé: “Chiia wa chudng
nhitng ai kinh s¢g Chiia va trong cdy & tinh thuong ciia
Ngai” (Tv 147, 11).

M@t céu héi dé nghién ngdm: Vi Chia biét diéu
gi 12 t6t nh4t, trong lanh vuc ndo cda ddi minh, t6i
phdi tin ciy Thién Chia nhat?
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TRONG TAM CUA VIEC THO PHUONG

“Anh em hay hién toan thdan cho Thién Chia,
va ding chi thé ciia anh em
nhit khi cu dé lam diéu coéng chinh,
phuc vu Thién Chia”
(Rm 6, 13b).

Trong tAm cla viéc thd phugng 1a quy phuc.

Quy phuc 1a mot tr khong duge wa thich nhw khudt phuc,
tiing phuc. N6 ham ¥ mat mat, va khong ai muén minh 12 nguoi
mdt mdt. Quy phuc gdi 1én nhitng hinh dnh khong vui cia viée
thira nhan bai tran, thua mat trong cudc chdi hoic thic thi
trude d6i thi manh hon. T ngit nay hdu nhu duge ding trong
hoan canh tiéu cuc. Nhitng tdi pham quy phuc, ddu hang cic
nha chic trach.

Trong thdi budi canh tranh hdm nay, chiing ta dudc bao
khOng bao gid chiu thua, b cudc - nén ching ta kh6ng nghe
nhiéu dén viéc quy phuc. N&u chién thing 1a tat ca, thi quy
phuc 1a diéu khéng thé nghi téi. Han chiing ta thich néi dén
chi€n thing, thanh cong, vudt qua, va chinh phuc hon 1a thi
phan, khuat phuc, vang 13i va quy phuc. Nhung quy phuc Thién
Chda la trong tAm ctia viéc thd phugng. DS 1a dép tra tu nhién
truGe tinh yéu va 1ong thuong x6t la lung cia Ngai. Ching ta
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hién dang chinh minh cho Ngai, khong vi sd hai hay bdn phén,
nhung trong tinh yéu thudng, “Vi Thién Chiia dd yéu thuong
chiing ta truéc” (1Ga 4, 19b).

Sau khi danh ¢4 muGi mot chudng trong thu gii gido doan
Roma dé gidi thich 4n sing nhiém mAu Thién Chia danh cho
chiing ta, thanh Phaold thic giuc chiing ta hi€n ding toan than
cho Ngai trong thd phuong, “Thua anh em, vi Thién Chiia thuong
X0t chiing ta, t6i khuyén nhii anh em hdy hién dang thdn minh
lam ciia I s6ng dong, thdnh thién va dep long Thién Chiia. D6
la cdch thite ximg hop dé anh em tho phuong Ngai” (Rm 12, 1).

Thd phudng dich thuc - dem niém vui cho Thién Chda -
khi ban trao chinh toan than cho Ngai. Hay lvu y dén tr ngi
trong tAm clia ciu nay 12 hién dang.

Hién dang toan than cho Thién Chda, phé thac, quy phuc
Ngai I tdt cA y nghia tron ven cda thd phugng.

Hanh vi dang hién chinh minh dudc goi bing nhiéu cach:
hién dang, d€ Pic Giésu 1a Chida cia ban, vac thap gia, chét
cho chinh minh, s6ng theo
Thdn Khi. Piéu quan "
trong 14 ban s6ng diéu 4y
chit khdng phéi goi né 1a
gi. Thién Chia mudn ci
cudc song clia ban, tat ca.
Chin mudi 1am phén traim o
cho Ngai ciing khong d.

Hién ddng toan thdan cho
Thién Chiia la tdt cd y nghia
tron ven cua tho phuong.

C6 ba rao can khi€n chiing ta khong hoan toan quy phuc
Thién Chia: s¢ hai, kiéu ciang va bdi r61. Chiing ta khong nhan
ra Thién Chiia yéu thuong chiing ta bit bao, ching ta mudn tr
diéu khién ddi minh va hiéu sai ¥ nghia cda viéc phé théc.

Téi c6 tin cdy Chiia khong? Niém tin 13 thanh t§ c6t 16i
clia viéc pho thac. Ban sé khong trao ph6 cho Thién Chiia néu
ban khong tin Ngai, nhung ban ciing khong thé tin Ngai cho
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dén khi ban biét Ngai hon. S¢ hdi ngan can chiing ta phé théc,
nhung tinh yéu xua tan moi s¢ hdi. Cang nhan ra tinh yéu Thi€n
Chida bao nhiéu, ban cang d& phé thac chinh minh cho Ngai
bay nhiéu.

Lam sao ban bi€t Thién Chia yéu
thwong? Ngai ban cho ban bao bing

TRONG TAM  chifng: Ngai néi Ngai yéu ban (Tv 145,

CUA VIEC 9); ban khong bao gid rdi khdi mit Ngai

THOPHUONG  (Tv 139, 3); Ngai cham séc dén ting

chi ti€t d¥i ban (Mt 10, 30); Ngai ban

cho ban kha niang d€ tan hudng di loai niém vui (1Tm 6,

17b); Ngai ¢6 mdt hoach dinh t6t cho cudc ddi ban (Gr 29,

11); Ngai thit tha cho ban (Tv 86, 5) va Ngai kién nhin cho

ddi ban (Tv 145, 8). Thién Chiia yéu ban v6 ciing, nhiéu hon ban
nghi.

Biéu hién 16n nh4t clia tinh yéu Thién Chia 13 Ngai da
hy sinh chinh Con M6t minh cho ban. “Thé ma Ditc Kité da
chét vi chiing ta, ngay khi chiing ta con la nhitng nguoi toi 16i;
dé la bang chitng Thién Chiia yéu thuong chiing ta” (Rm 5, 8).
Né&u ban mudn biét ban dang gia ddi vdi Thién Chia ngan
nao, hay nhin 1én Budc Kitdé véi doi tay dang ra trén thap gia
dang néi v6i ban ring, “Ta yéu con ngdn nay day! Ta tha chét
con hon 14 s6ng ma ving béng con”.

NGAY MUOI

Thién Chda khong phai 1a mdt vién cai n6 1€ hung dit hay
mot ga dc On ding sic hung han dé€ bit ching ta khuit phuc.
Ngai khong tim cdch bé gay y chi ching ta, nhung Ngai dang
d3 danh, nai ni chiing ta dén vdi Ngai, d€ rdi mdi ngudi c6 thé
ty do trao ph6 chinh minh cho Ngai. Thién Chda la ngudi tinh
va 12 ngudi gidi thodt, va viéc hi€n dang cho Ngai dem lai tu
do cht khong 1a rao can. Khi ching ta hoan toan phé dang
chinh minh cho Pitc Giésu, chiing ta khAm ph4 ring, Ngai khong
12 mot bao chia, nhung 13 Pang Cttu PY; khong 13 mot dng
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chi, nhung 13 ngudi anh em; khong 13 ngudi sai khién, nhung 12
mdt ngudi ban.

Thira nhén nhitng gidi han ciia minh. M6t rao can thit hai
cla viéc trao phdé toan than cho Thién Chda chinh la sy kiéu
cang. Chiing ta khng mudn nhan minh chi 13 nhitng tao vat
ching c6 quyén gi trén moi sv. PGS 1a cAm d 14u ddi nhat: “Ong
ba sé nén nhuw nhitng vi than biét diéu thién diéu dc” (St 3, 5).
Khat vong d6 - toan quyén trén moi s - 13 nguyén nhan cia bao
ddn nén trong cudc ddi. S6ng 14 chién dau, nhung diéu ma hau
hé&t con ngudi khdng nhan ra 14 cudc chié€n dau clia ching ta, nhu
ciia Giacép, thuc sur 14 mot cudce chi€n dau véi Thién Chial
Chiing ta mudn 14 Thién Chia, va khéng tai ndo chiing ta c6 thé
thdng trong tran chién dé ca.

A. W. Tozer néi, “Ly do tai sao nhiéu
ngudi vAn r6i rdm, van ki€m tim, vAn chi
tién bd cach cham chap? Ay chi vi ho chua
dat thdu cdi cang tdn cda chinh minh.
Chiing ta ¢ tim cach ra 1énh va lam trg
ngai cong viéc cia Thién Chda trong
ching ta”.

Chiing ta khong phai 1a Thién Chia
va s& khong bao gio 1a thé. Chiing ta 1a
nhitng con ngudi. Chinh khi ¢6 trd thanh Thién Chia, rét cudc
chiing ta ciing két thic nhu Satan, ké da ham muén ciing mot
diéu do.

Vé mitly tri, ching ta chAp nhan minh 14 nhitng con ngudi,
nhung tv thAm tAm thi khong. PSi dién véi nhitng gidi han cia
minh, ching ta phan tng cau git, ndi gian va oan hdn. Chiing
ta mudn cao hon, (hay thap hon), khdn hon, manh hon, tai ning
hon, xinh dep hon, hay giau c6 hon. Chiing ta muén ¢6 moi su,
1am dugc moi su' va cam thay khé chiu khi diéu d6 khong bao
gid x4y ra. Réi khi thAdy Chiia ban cho ngudi khac nhitng difc
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tinh ching ta khong c6, chiing ta lai d6 ky, ghen ghét va ii
than.

Quy phuc Thién Chiia nghia la gi? Quy phuc Thién Chia
khong phai 12 cam chiu thu dong mic cho s& phan hay 13 mot
vién cd @€ bao chita cho su ludi bi€ng. Quy phuc khdong phai 1a
chap nhan hién trang clia minh. Quy phuc mang mot y nghia
rat trai ngugc: ban hy sinh hodc chiu dau khé d€ thay ddi nhitng
gi cAn phai d6i thay. Thién Chiia thudng mdi goi nhitng ai quy
phuc Ngai chién d4u cho Idi ich clia Ngai. Quy phuc khong
danh cho ké hen nhat hay ngudi nhu nhudge. Cling vay, né khong
c6 nghia la dap tit nhitng suy tv 1y luan clia ban. Thién Chia
khong lang phi tri 6¢ ma Ngai da tang ban cho ban dau! Ngai
khong mudn nhitng ¢d may phuc vu Ngai.

Quy phuc khdng phai 12 don nén nhan cach. Thién Chia
mudn st dung nhan cich doc ddo cla ban. Thay vi ddnh mat
nhan cach, quy phuc Thién Chda thing ti€n nhéan céch. C. S.
Lewis nhan xét, “Cang d€ Thién Chia chi€m hitu, ching ta
cang trG nén chinh minh hon - bdi vi Ngai da tao dung ching
ta. Ngai tao dung mdi ngudi mdi khic, ban va t6i da dugc
nhim d€ trd thanh... Chinh khi t6i quay vé véi Pic Kit6, khi
t6i trao chinh ban than cho Ngai, t6i mdi bit ddu nhan ra nhan
cach dich thuc cta t6i”.

Phé thac dudc thé hién 6 nhat trong vang phuc. Ban thua
“Védng, lay Chiia” véi bat e di€u gi Ngai yéu cau ban. Ban
thua “Khéng, lay Chiia” 12 n6i mot dicu ngudc lai. Ban khong
thé goi Pic Giésu 14 Chiia ctia minh khi tir ch6i vang 15i Ngai.
Sau médt dém danh c4 that bai, Simon Phérd tr§ thanh kiéu
mau phé thic khi Pitc Giésu bdo 6ng 1am lai: “Thua Thdy,
chiing t6i da vat vd sudét dém ma khong bdt duoc gi cd. Nhung
vdng loi Thdy, t6i sé thd luéi” (Lc 5, 5). Nhitng ngudi quy phuc
Thién Chida véang theo 15i Ngai ca khi khong hiéu gi.

Mot khia canh khéc cia mot cude ddi quy phuc 1a tin théc.
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Abraham di theo chi dan clia Chia ma khong biét minh sé dén
ddu. Hanna ddi chd thdi diém t6t nhat cia Chia lai khong
biét lic nao. Ptc Maria ngéng trong mot diéu la nhung khong
biét né lam sao. Giuse tin twdng vao muc dich ctia Thién Chia
ma khong hiéu tai sao nhitng hoan canh lai xay ra nhu vay.
TAt c4 nhitng con ngudi nay da tron ven phé thac cho Thién
Chda.

Ban biét ban dang quy phuc Thién Chia khi ban cay trong
vao Ngai trudec moi cong viéc thay vi van dong nhirng ngudi
khac, don ép lich 1am viéc hay sip dat hoan canh. Ban cif bt
diu va dé€ Thién Chida lam. Ban khong cin phai luén ludén
“quén xuyén”. Kinh Théanh néi, “Cit tin tudng vao Chiia va
lam diéu thién. Hay ldng thinh trudc mdt Chiia va doi trong
Ngai” (Tv 37, 3a.5a). Thay vi ¢6 géng nhiéu
hon, hay tin thac hon nita. Ban ciing bi€t minh
dang quy phuc Thién Chida khi khéng phan
ing trude nhitng 161 phé binh va voi va tu bao
vé minh. Nhitng tAm hdn quy phuc thé hién
10 nhat trong céc twong quan. Ban khong loai
%t nhitng ngudi khéc, khong doi quyén clia
" minh v ciing khong chi bi€t ¢6 ban thAn minh

khi quy phuc.

D6i véi nhiéu ngudi, 1anh vue khé khan nhat clia viée quy
phuc 12 tién bac. Nhiéu ngudi nghi ring, “T6i mudn sdng cho
Thién Chiia nhung ciing mudn cé di tién dé€ s6ng tién nghi va
ngay kia, s& v& huu”. Huu dudng khong phai 1a muc dich clia
mdt cude dGi pho théc, bdi né canh tranh v&i Thi€n Chida trude
vu tr hang dau vé cudc sdng chiing ta. Pic Giésu néi, “Anh em
khong thé viva lam t6i Thién Chiia viva lam t6i Tién Ciia dugc”
(Mt 6, 24b) va “Vi kho tang ciua anh ¢ ddu, thi long anh ¢ dé”
(Mt 6, 21).

Guong mau tuyét vi cia sy quy phuc 1a Pite Giésu. Pém
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trudc ngay chiu dong dinh, : \f?/‘

Ngai da ph6 minh cho chudng Phé thdc dugc thé hién
trinh ctia Thi€én Chida. Ngai da 16 nhdt trong vang phuc
nguyén ring, “Abba, Cha oi, va tin thdc.

Cha lam dugc moi su, xin cdt . \4",7\

chén nay xa con. Nhung xin
dirng lam diéu con mudén, ma lam diéu Cha muén” (Mc 14, 36).

Pic Giésu da khong cau nguyén, “Lay Cha, néu Cha c6
thé cAt di ndi dau nay, xin hay lam ngay”. Nhung Ngai da
khing dinh, Thién Chia cé thé 1am dudc moi su! Thay vi cau
nguyén, “Lay Cha, né€u cat di ndi dau nay 1a diéu 1am vui long
Cha nhat, xin hiy 1am ngay. Nhung néu né hoan thanh muc dich
ctia Cha, thi d6 ciing 1a di¢u con mudn”.

Ngudi quy phuc tinh t& sé néi, “Lay Cha, n€u van dé nay,
dau khd nay, bénh tat nay hay nhitng hoan cinh nay 13 cin
thié€t d€ hoan thanh muc dich va vinh danh Cha trong cudc ddi
con va trong ngudi khéc, xin et &€ né nhu vay . Trinh do trudng
thanh nay that khong dé&. Véi Pic Giésu, Ngai da dau dén cuc
do trude k& hoach cda Thién Chda d&€n ndi md hdi méu nhd
xudng. Quy phuc 1a mdt cong viéc hét sitc nang né. Véi mdi
ngudi chiing ta, day 1a cudc chién cam go chdng lai ban tinh trr
cho minh la trung tam.

Héng 4n ctia viéc quy phuc. Kinh Thanh cho thay t3 tudng
nhitng 101 ich khi ban quy phuc Thi€én Chida hoan toan. Trudc
hét, ban sé cAm nhan su binh an: “Hdy séng thdan tinh véi Thién
Chiia va xdy dung binh an, anh em sé tim lai dugc hanh phiic”
(G 22,27). Ti€p dén, ban s& cdm nhan dudc su tr do: “Anh em
da duoc gidi thodt khdi dch téi 16i” (Rm 6, 18). Sau nita, ban
s& cdm nhan quyén ning Thién Chda trong ddi minh. C4c con
cam dd trién mién va nhitng van dé nan giai sé bi danh bai bdi
bic Kité mdt khi ching dudc trao phé cho Ngai.

Khi sdp budc vao cudc chi€n dau cam go nhat dSi minh,
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Giosué da gap Thi€n Chda, 6ng phi phuc thd lay Ngai va phé
thdc moi k& hoach cda 6ng cho Ngai. Niém phé thac d6 dan
6ng dén mot chién thing oanh liét tai thanh Giérico. DAy 1a
mdt nghich 1y: Chién thdng dén tir phé thic. Phé thac khong
1am suy y&u nhung ban sifc manh cho ban. Mot khi da phé thac
vao Thién Chda, ban khong con so hai hay phai dau hang trude
bat ¢ diu gi. William Booth, ngudi thanh 1ap Po6i Citu Vién,
néi ring, “Su cao ci clia sttc manh & mot con ngudi nim &
mifc dd phé thac cia ngudi Ay ™.

Nhitng con ngudi biét phé thac 1a nhitng ngudi dude Thién
Chda dung. Ngai chon Pic Maria 1am me Pdc Gi€su, khong
vi tai nang, gidu ¢ hay sic dep nhung vi Pitic Maria da hoan
toan pho thac cho Ngai. Khi thi€n st giai thich chuong trinh
xem ra khong mAay kha thi ciia Thién Chia, Maria lang 1& dap,
“Viang, té1 ddy la nit ty ciia Chiia, xin Chia cit lam cho t61 nhu
loi sit thdn néi” (Le 1, 38). Khong gi manh mé hon mdt cudc
ddi pho thac vao tay Thi€n Chda. “Anh em hdy phuc tung Thién
Chiia” (Gc 4, 7a).

Cach t6t nhat dé song. Hin mdi ngudi déu quy phuc mot
diéu gi d6 hay mot ai d6. N&u khéng quy phuc Thién Chda,
ban s€ quy phuc nhitng quan diém hay ngudng vong ciia ngudi
khac, hodc ban s& quy phuc tién bac, thit 0o4n, sd hii hay quy
phuc su ki€u ngao, nhuc duc ho#c chinh céi téi ciia minh. Ban
dugc hoach dinh d€ thd phuong Thién Chia - va néu khong thd
phuong Ngai, ban sé& tao ra nhitng tht khac (ngiu tugng) dé
phé trao ddi minh. Ban dugc tu do lwa chon diéu ma ban quy
phuc, nhung s€ khéng tu do tranh khdi nhitng hau qua cta su
chon Iyra dé. E. Stanley Jones néi, “N&u khong quy phuc Piic
Kitd, ban s& quy phuc bao hdn don”.

Quy phuc khdng phéi 12 cich sdng 16t nhdt, nhung 1a cach
song duy nhdt. Khong ¢6 cdch ndo khac. Moi phuong cach khac
chi din dén chan ndn, that vong va tr huy. Thanh Phaold goi
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phé thac 1a “ciia Ié séng dong, thdnh thién va dep long Thién
Chiia” (Rm 12, 1a). M6t thuat ngit khéac ctia ngai goi d6 1a
“cdch thitc xvmg hop dé anh em tho phuong Ngai” (Rm 12, 1b).
Viéc ban phé thac ddi minh khong phai 14 mot bdc dong ndng
ndi nhung 12 mot hanh vi sang sudt, ¢d 1y luan, c6 trach nhiém
va hgp 1y nhat ma ban c6 thé thuc hién cho ddi minh. Vi thé,
thanh Phaold néi, “Chiing téi chi c6 mot tham vong la lam dep
Iong Ngai” (2Cr 5, 9b). Nhitng gid phiit khon ngoan nhat clia
ban 1a nhitng ldc ban néi vdng vSi Thién Chia.

D6i khi phai mat nhiéu nim, nhung cudi ciing ban sé& kham
phé ra ring, chuéng ngai 16n nhat trudc nhitng hong 4n cia
Thién Chia trong ddi ban khong phai 1a ngudi nay ngudi kia,
nhung 13 chinh ban - chinh v6c mudn ctlia ban, su kiéu cing c&
chdp cia ban va nhitng tham vong c4 nhan ndi ban. Ban khong
thé€ hoan thanh nhitng muc dich cia Thién Chda danh cho ddi
ban trong khi ¢ tap trung vao nhitng hoach dinh ri€ng cta

minh.
N&u Thién Chia sip \/jj?‘

Quy phuc khéng phdi la cdch
song t6t nhadt, nhung la cdch
song duy nhdt. Khéng cé cdch
nao khdc.

lam mot diéu gi d6 thim
sau nhat trong ban, Ngai s&
bit ddu vdi viéc 1am cho
ban biét quy phuc, phd
thdc. Vay hiy trao tit cd - \%

cho Ngai: nhitng héi ti€c da

qua, nhitng kho6 khan hién tai, nhitng tham vong tudng lai, nhirng
ndi sd hii, nhitng uv6c md, nhitng y&u dudi, nhitng théi quen,
nhitng vét thuong 10ng, va ca nhitng gi nan gidi nhit ndi ban.
Hay mdi Pite Giésu Kitd vao chd tai x& trén chiéc xe doi
minh va hdy rit tay ban ra khdéi tay 14i. Pirng sg! Dudi sy dicu
khién cia Ngai, khong gi ngoai tAm ki€m soat. Pudc Pic Kitd
1am chi, ban c6 thé thuc hién moi viéc. Ban s& nén nhu thanh
Phaold: “Véi Ddng ban sitc manh cho t6i, t6i chiu dugc hét”
(P14, 13).
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Gidy phiit quy phuc ciia Phaol6 xay ra trén dudng Pamas
sau khi ngai bi x4 nga bdi mot chdp sang 1am miu mit. Véi
nhiing ngudi khac, Thi€n Chida gy chd y v6i nhitng cach thic
it quyét liét hon. Ngoai ra, phé thac, quy phuc khong bao gid
chi 14 bi€n ¢6 x4y ra mot 1an. Thanh Phaold néi, “Mdi ngay téi
phdi déi dién vdi cdi chét” (1Cr 15, 31). C6 gidy phiit quy phuc
va ¢6 ca thuc hanh tdp luyén quy phuc, tic 12 phai bi€t quy
phuc lic nay lic khac trong cudc séng dé€ c6 thé quy phuc sudt
ca ddi. Van dé hay x4y ra vdi 1& dang con séng 14 né c6 thé bo
khéi ban thy, th€ nén mdi ngay, ¢é thé ban phai 1am di lam
lai viéc quy phuc cd nim mudi 1an. Phai bién né thanh mot
th6i quen thudng ngay. Pic Giésu néi, “Ai mudn theo t6i, phdi
tit bé chinh minh, vdc thdp gid minh hing ngay ma theo” (Lc¢ 9,
23).

T6i Ivu ¥ ban: Khi quyét dinh s6ng mot cude ddi quy phuc,
phé thac hoan toan, quyét dinh dé s€ dugc thit nghiém. P6i khi
né c6 nghia 14 nhitng nhiém vu gdy phién phtc, it ai thich, t6n
kém hodc xem ra khong thé thuc hién. Thong thudng, né cé
nghia 12 ban phai 1am ngudc lai diéu minh thich.

Mot trong nhitng nha 1anh dao 151 lac cia Kitd gido & th&
ky hai muoi 1a Bill Bright, ngudi sang lap t6 chitc Campus
Crusade for Christ. Ngang qua céc ban diéu hanh khip noi
trén thé gidi, ciing cuén B6n Pao Luat TAm Linh va cuén
phim Giésu (dudc hon bdn ty ngudi xem) clia 6ng, thi da c6
hon 150 triéu ngudi dén véi Pide Kitd va ho sé vui hudng coi
ddi doi trén trdi.

Lan kia t6i hdi 6ng, “Tai sao Thién Chda diing 6ng va
chiic Ianh cho 6ng nhiéu dén th€?”. Bill Bright tra 15i, “Khi
t61 cOn 12 mot thanh nién, téi da cam két véi Chia, t6i da viét
n6 ra va ky tén minh phia duéi. Piéu t6i viét 13, “Ké& tir hém
nay, con 1a n6 1€ clia Bic Giésu Kit6”.

C6 bao gid ban ky mot cam k&t nhu thé véi Thién Chiia?
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Hay ban ctf tranh cii va ddi co v€ quyén han cda Ngai trén cudc
ddi ban khi phai theo nhu'y Ngai mudn? Nay da dén Iic ban quy
phuc Ngai, phé thac cho 4n sting, tinh yéu cting su khén ngoan
ctia Ngai.

T - N

NGAY MUOT
NGHI Vi MUC PiCH POI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tu: Trong tAm clia viéc thd phugng
12 pho thac.

Mot cdu Kinh Thdanh dé nhé: “Anh em hdy hién
toan thdn cho Thién Chiia” (Rm 6, 13b).

M@t cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: T6i dang rit lai
khéi tay Thién Chia lanh vuc nao trong doi t6i?
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i TRONEN )
NHUNG N(}UGI BAN NGHIA THIET
CUA THIEN CHUA

“That vay, néu ngay khi chiing ta
con thu nghich voi Thién Chiia,
Thién Chiia da dé cho Con ciia Ngai phdi chét
ma cho chiing ta dugc hoa gidi vdi Ngai,
phuong chi bdy gio chiing ta da duoc hoa gidi roi,
hdn chiing ta sé€ duoc citu nho su séng ciia Nguoi Con dy”
(Rm 5, 10).

Thién Chiia mudén trd nén ngudi ban nghia thiét clia ban.

Tuong giao cda ban véi Thién Chida c¢6 nhiéu khia canh
kh4c nhau: Thién Chida 12 PAng Tao Dung va Tao Thanh, 1a
Chda va 1a Thay, 12 Pang Phan Xét, Pang Giai Cttu, 1a Cha,
12 Pang Cttu PO va con nhi€u nita. Nhung sy that dang kinh
ngac nhat, 12 Thién Chida T61 Cao d6 hing udc ao tré nén
ngudi Ban ctia ban!

Tai Vudn DPia Pang, ching ta thidy twong giao Iy twdng
cia Thi€n Chida vdi con ngudi: Adam va Eva vui hudng mot
tinh ban nghia thiét v6i Thién Chia. J do, khéng c6 nghi thie,
t& tr hay t6n gido - nhung chi ¢6 mdi quan hé yéu thuong don sd
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gitta Thién Chda va nhitng con ngudi Ngai tao dung. Khéng bi
ngin can bdi i 15i hay s¢ hai, Adam va Eva hy hoan trong
Chda va Ngai hoan hy trong ho.

Chiing ta dugc tao dung d€ song trong su hién dién lién 1i
cia Thién Chia, nhung sau bién ¢d Sa Nga, twong giao ly twdng
d6 bi danh mat. Chi mot sd it éi trong thdi Cuu Udc dude vu tién
¢6 méi twong giao tinh ban véi Ngai. Mdisen va Abraham dugc
goi 1a “nhing ngudi ban cda Thién Chida”, Pavit dudc goi la
“mot ngudi dep long Thién Chda”, va Gidp, Enoc, Noe da c6
tinh ban nghia thi€t véi Ngai. Nhung kinh s¢ ma khong phéi la
tinh ban véi Thién Chia thi rat phS bién trong Cuu Udc.

Khi Pitc Giésu xuat hién, Ngai da thay d6i hoan canh. Liic
Ngai tra gia cho tdi 16i chiing ta trén thap gi4, bifc man trong
dén thd, vén tugng trung cho su ngin cich giita ching ta vdi
Thién Chia, bi xé 1am déi tr trén xudng dudi chitng 18
ring mot 14n nita con ngudi ¢ thé truc ti€p dén véi Thién
Chdga.

Khic véi nhitng tr & thdi Cyu Udc phai mat hang gid
chudn bi d€ gap Ngai, gid day ching ta c6 thé gap Ngai bat cif
Iic nao. Kinh Thanh néi, “Chiing ta con cé Thién Chiia la niém
tw hao, nho Diic Giésu Kité, Chiia chiing ta, Ddng nay da hoa
gidi chiing ta vdi Thién Chiia” (Rm 5, 11).

MOt tinh ban v6i Thién Chiia chi ¢6 thé ¢6 do 4n sting cia
Ngai va hy t&€ ctia Ptc Giésu. “Ciing nhu vi mét nguoi duy nhdt
da sa ngd ma moi nguoi bi Thién Chiia két dn, thi nho mot
nguoi duy nhdt da thuc hién 1é céng chinh, moi nguoi ciing
duoc Thién Chiia lam cho nén céng chinh, nghia la dugc séng”
(2Cr 5, 18a). Mot thanh ca xwa viét, “Oi, ngudi ban ctia ching
ta trong Pdc Gi€su”, nhung thuc ra, Thi€n Chia dang mdi goi
ching ta vui hudng tinh ban va tinh than vdi ca Ba Ng6i: Chda
Cha (1Ga 1, 3), Chtia Con (1Cr 1, 9) va Chiia Thanh Than (2Cr
13, 14).
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NGAY MUGI MOT bic Giésu néi, “Thdy khéng con goi
anh em la t6i td nita, vi t6i td khéng biét

TRGO NEN . N,
NHOUNG NGUOIBAN viéc chii lam. Nhung Thay goi anfz em la
NGHIA THIET ~ Dan hitu, vi tat Cfi nhzi’;\ag gi Thay nghe
CUA dugc noi Cha Thdy, Thay da cho anh em
THIEN CHUA biét” (Ga 15, 15). TU ng ban hitu trong

cau nay khong c6 nghia mdt quen biét
tinh ¢& nhung 12 mdi than tinh tin cay va gin giii. TU nay ciing
dugc diing d€ néi dén ngudi ban t6t nhat clia chang ré trong
tiéc cudi (Ga 3, 29) va 1a nhitng can than tin c4n clia mot vi
vua. Trong triéu dinh, c4c gia nhan phai giit khoang cach vdi
nha vua, nhung nhitng cn thin tin cAn dugc chia sé, tiép xic,
truc ti€p gip g8 va trao d6i nhitng thong tin kin mat.

That khé hi€u khi bdo Thién Chia mudn tdi trd thanh
ban thin cia Ngai, nhung Kinh Thanh ndi, “Dich thdn Ta sé di,
va dich thdn Ta sé cho nguoi dugc nghi ngoi” (Xh 34, 14).

Thién Chiia mong mdi chiing ta bi€t Ngai c4ch tAm giao.
That vay, Ngai hoach dinh vi tru va dan xép lich s, k€ ca
nhitng chi tiét cudc ddi mdi ngudi d€ chiing ta ¢é thé trd nén
nhitng ngudi ban cia Ngai. Kinh Thanh n &i, “Tw mét nguoi
duy nhdt, Thién Chiia dd tao thanh toan thé nhdn loai, dé
ho & trén khdp mdt ddt; Ngai dd vach ra nhitng thoi ky nhdt
dinh va nhitng ranh gidi cho noi & ciia ho. Nhw vay la dé ho
tim kiém Thién Chiia; may ra ho do ddm ma tim thdy Ngai, tuy
rdng thuc su, Ngai khéng & xa mdi nguoi chiing ta” (Cv 17, 26-
27).

Nhan biét va yéu mén Thién Chida 14 dic 4n cao ci nhat
clia chiing ta; va dugc nhan biét va duge yéu mén 1a niém vui
16n nhat cda Ngai. Ngai n6i, “Ai tw hao thi hdy tw hao vé diéu
nay, la hiéu biét Ta, vi Ta la Ditc Chiia, Ddng thuc thi nhdn
nghia, céng binh va chinh truc trén mdt dat. Phdi, Ta yéu thich
nhitng diéu nay” (Gr 9, 23).

112 SONG THEO PUNG MUC PICH



That khé tudng tugng 1am sao ¢6 thé c6 mot tinh ban nghia
thi€t gitta mot vi Thién Chda vé hinh, & khdp moi ndi, va tron
lanh nhu th€ véi con ngudi hitu han 16i 181 nhu t6i? S& dé& hiéu
hon khi doc trong Kinh Thanh tudng quan ctia Chui - tG, Tao
thanh - tao vat va ca tuong quan Cha - con. Nhung khi Thién
Chida mu6hn t6i 12 ban cda Ngai thi diéu d6 c6 ¥ nghia gi? Nhin
vao cudc doi nhitng ban ctia Ngai trong Kinh Thanh, ching ta
biét dugc sau bi quyé&t vé tinh ban d6i v6i Thién Chda. Trong
chuong nay, ching ta xét xem hai diéu, bon diéu con lai sé&
dudc trinh bay & chuong sau.

TRO NEN BAN NGHIA THIET VOI THIEN CHUA

Nho luén tAm sy véi Ngai. Ban s€ khong bao gid trd nén
than tinh gan giii véi Thién Chda biing viéc chi tham dv Thanh
18 mdi tuan mot 14n hay ngay ca c6 thdi gid tinh nguyén mdi
ngay. Tinh ban véi Thién Chida dudc xay dung qua viéc ban
chia sé td? cd budn vui cudc
song cho Ngai. : \{i"/‘

Di nhién, tao mot théi Nhdn biét va yéu mén Thién Chiia
quen ¢6 thdi gid kéthiép véi  la ddc dn cao cd nhdt ciia chiing
Chia mdi ngéy that quan ta; va dugc nhin biét va duogc yéu
trong, °nhung Ngai muén ménla niém vui lon nhat ciia Ngai.
nhiéu hon mét cudec hen - %
trong thdi dung bifu cia
ban. Ngai mudn di vao mdi m¢ét hanh vi, mdi mdt cude doi
thoai, mdi mdt vdn dé va ngay cd mdi mot ¥ nghi clia ban.
Ban c¢6 thé thuc hanh mot cudc néi chuyén cdi md lién 1i véi
Ngai sudt cd ngay s6ng, néi véi Ngai vé bat e diéu gi ban
dang 1am hay dang nghi vao chinh liic dé. “Cdu nguyén khong

° Xem “How to Have a Meaningful Quiet Time” in Personal Bible Study
Methods, Rick Warren, 1981. Available from www.pastors.com
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ngung” (1Tx 5, 17) nghia la chuyén trd véi Thién Chia khi di
mua sdm, khi 14i xe, khi 1am viéc hay khi thi hanh bat k§ mot
bdn phan thudng nhat nao khac.

Mot quan niém sai 14m thudng x4y ra khi cho ring, “danh
thdi gid cho Chda” nghia 1a & mdt minh vSi Ngai. Di nhién,
nhu Pitc Giésu 1am guong, ban cin ¢ thdi gid riéng tw véi
Chda, nhung dé chi 1a mot khodng thdi gian ngén trong toan
bo ngay sdng cla ban, nhitng gid ban thitc. MSi mét viée ban
lam déu c6 thé 1a “thdi gid danh cho Chiia” néu ban mdJi Ngai
du phan vao d6 va ban vAn ludn ¥ thife sy hién dién cia Ngai.

Mot cudn sach kinh dién néi dén viée 1am sao d€ c6 thé
k&t hiép lién 1i v6i Chida Practicing the Presence of God (Tap
S6ng Tru6c Thanh Nhan) dude viét vao thé ky mudi bay bdi
Pan si Lawrence, mot diu b&p khiém t6n trong mot tu vién &
nudc Phap. Thdy Lawrence c¢6 thé bién ca nhitng viéc tAm
thudng vit vanh nhat nhu don ban, rita chén thanh nhitng hanh
vi ngdi khen va théng hiép vdi Chia. Thiy néi, bi quyét dé
song than tinh véi Chia 1a dirng thay di cong viéc ban 1am,
nhung 14 thay d8i tdm tinh va thdi dé clia ban trude cOng viée
dé. Nhitng gi ban thudng 1am cho minh, nay hay bt diu 1am
cho Chia, hodc #n udng, hoic tim rira, 1am viéc, nghi ngoi
hay c4 viéc dd rac.

Ngay nay chiing ta thudng cAm thAy minh phai “chay trén”
cudc s6ng thudng nhat d€ séng véi Chiia, nhung d6 1 do chiing
ta chuwa quen hoc biét két hiép véi Chda 1ién 1i. Vi thdy
Lawrence, that 13 d& dang @€ thd phuong Chia qua nhitng bén
phan thudng ngay; thdy khong can phai di dau d€ tinh tAm hay
bdi dudng tAm linh.

Pay 1a 1y twdng Chda mudn. Tai Vudn Pia Pang, tho
phuong khong 1a tham du mdt nghi 1& nhung 13 mot thai do
thuong xuyén; Adam va Eva hiép thong 1ién 1i véi Chia. Béi
Thién Chda luén & vdi ban nén khéng c6 chd nio gan gii
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Ngai hon 13 chd ban dang didng, ngay Iic ndy. “Ddng ngu trén
moi nguoi, qua moi nguoi va trong moi nguoi” (Ep 4, 6b).

Mot y tudng hitu ich khac clia thdy Lawrence 1a viéc diing
nhitng 151 nguyén déi dap ngin gon lién tuc sudt cd ngay c6
khi con t6t hon nhitng budi kinh 1au gid va phiic tap. PE duy tri
st tap trung va khdi lo ra chia tri, thdy néi, “T6i khong khuyén
ban doc that nhi€u kinh khi cau nguyén, vi thudng, cang dai
cang dé lo ra™ . Trong thdi dai thi€u tap trung nay, 15i khuyén
450 nam tudi nay xem ra that khén ngoan khi 1am cho viéc két
hi€p vdi Chia trd nén don gian.

Kinh Thanh néi dé€n “cdu nguyén moi lic”. Lam sao c6
thé nhu vay dudc? “Thd nhitng 15i nguyén” sudt ci ngay 1a
phuong th€ ma céc Kitd hitu da 1am bao th€ ky qua. Ban chon
mot 151 nguyén vin gon hay mdt cAu nao dé vén c6 thé lap di
lap lai cuing Bdc Gi€su trong ",
tirng hoi thd: “Chda dang & \d/\
véi con”; “Con lanh nhan Mdi mét viéc ban lam déu cé thé
héng 4n Chida”; “Con nuong  la “thoi gio danh cho Chiia” néu
twa noi Chida”; “Con thudc  ban moi Ngai du phdn vao dé va
vé Chida”; “Con mudn bi€t  ban vdn lubn y thicc sw hién dién
Chda”; “Xin gidp con tin ciia Ngai.

Ngai”. Ban ciing c6 thé st ‘/1-/}}‘\

dung nhirng cau Kinh Thénh

van gon: “Vdi 161, song 1a Pic Kit6”; “Ngai sé khong bao gid
bd con™; “Lay Chda 14 Thién Chda ctia con!”. Hay thi thidm
nhitng 15i nguyén dé chirng nao c6 thé dé€ né cim ré& sau trong
1ong ban. Chi vi ban tin chic, ban dang 1am vinh danh Chida
chit khong ch& ngu Ngai.

" Brother Lawrence, The Practice of The Presence of God (Grand Rapids:
Revell/Spire Books, 1967) Eighth Letter.
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Tap s6ng hién dién véi Chia 1a mdt k§ niang, mot théi quen
ma ban c¢6 thé phat huy. Tua nhitng ca si phai hat di hat lai
nhitng thang 4Am mdi ngay d€ c6 thé hat that hay va d& dang,
ban ciing tdp nghi d&én Chia vao nhitng
thdi dié€m khac nhau trong ngay. Phai tap
luyén dé tAm tri lu6n hudng v€ Ngai.

Trudce hét, ban can tao ra nhitng gi
vén ¢6 thé nhic cho ban y thic Thién
Chda dang & vdi ban ngay lic d6. Hay
b4t diu dat nhitng vat Ay quanh ban. Ban
c6 thé dat xudng cau nay, “Chiia dang &
Vvdi con ngay gio phiit nary!”. Cac thay Bién
Pic diing ti€ng chudng titng gid clia ddng hd d€ nhic ho dirng
lai va cAu nguyén “kinh nguyén mdi gid”. Néu ban c6 mdt chiée
ddng hé hay mdt dién thoai cAm tay c6 chudng, hiy lam nhu ho.
Vi nhiéu ldc, ban d€ cdm nhan Chia hién dién, nhitng Iic khéc
thi khong.

Néu ban dang tim ki€m mot cdm hitng vé su hién dién clia
Ngai qua tat ca nhitng dicu Ay, ban da di sai huéng! Ching ta
khong ngdi khen Chia dé€ c6 cam xiic t6t, nhung dé lam t6t. Muc
dich clia ban khong phai 1a &€ cAm nhan, nhung 13 @€ y thic lién
1i v€ thurc tai Thién Chia ludn hién dién. PS 14 mot 161 sdng thd
phuong.

Nh& suy gdm lién Ii. Phuong thé thit hai d€ thiét 1ap mot
tinh ban véi Thién Chida la nhé dén Ldi Ngai sudt ci ngay
song. Piu nay dugc goi 1a suy gAm. Kinh Thanh khéng ngitng
thic giuc ching ta gAm suy Thién Chda 14 ai, Ngai da 1am gi
va da néigi (Tv 23, 4; 143,5;145,5;Gd 1, 8; Tv 1, 2).

Khong thé trd nén ban clia Thién Chiia ma khdng biét
dén nhitng gi Ngai ndi. Ban khong thé yéu mén Ngai néu ban
khong biét Ngai va ciing khong thé biét Ngai n€u ban khéng
biét Lai Ngai. Sach Samuel néi, “Pitc Chiia diing 10i ciia Ngai
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ma tu mdc khdi cho 6ng Samuel” (1Sm 3,21b). Ngay nay, Thi€n
Chda vin ding cich nay.

Trong khi ban khéng thé danh ¢4 ngay d€ hoc Kinh Thanh,
ban c6 thé nghi dén Kinh Thanh sudt ngay bing cach nhd lai
nhitng cAu da doc hay da thudc va ngAm nghi chiing trong tAm
tri.

Suy gAm thudng bi hi€u sai nhv mdt nghi thic khé khin
hodc mdt bi nhiém nio dé dude thuc hanh bdi cdc 4n si hay
cdc nha huyén bi. Nhung suy gAm don gidn chi 1a tap trung
suy nghi - mot k§ ning ma ai ciing ¢é thé hoc va st dung &
b4t ctt chd nao.

Khi ban suy di nghi lai mdt van dé nan giai, diéu Ay goi
12 lo Iing. Khi ban suy di nghi lai Ldi Thién Chda, thi d6 1a
suy gAm. N&u ban biét th€ nao 1a lo 14ng, ban ciing biét suy
gAm 12 th& nao! Ban chi cin diéu chinh su chd ¥ vé€ nhitng van
d¢ nan gidi clia minh sang nhitng cAu Kinh Thanh ma thoi.
Cang suy gAm LdJi Chida bao nhiu, ban cang it phai lo ling
bay nhiéu.

Ly do Thién Chia xem Giép va Pavit nhu nhitng ban than
12 vi ho coi trong L&i Ngai trén hét moi su, va sudt ngay lién
1i suy gAm Ldi Ngai. Giép thira nhan, “Lénh méi Ngai truyén,
t6i chdng lia xa, loi miéng Ngai phdn, long t6i dp i” (G 23,
12). Pavit thi n61, “Ludt phdp Ngai, lay Chiia, con yéu chuong
duong bao, sudt ngay cit suy di gdm lai!” (Tv 119, 97). “Lay
Chiia, con tudng nhd bao viéc Ngai lam, tuong nhd nhiing ky
cong thud truse” (Tv 77, 12).

Nhu nhitng ngudi ban thin chia sé cho nhau nhitng bi mat,
Thién Chia ciing chia sé nhitng bi mat clia Ngai v6i ban néu
ban ¢6 théi quen sudt ngay suy gAm L&i Ngai. Thién Chda néi
v4i Abraham nhi*ng bi mat cda Ngai, va Ngai ciing 1am nhu
vay vé6i Paniel, v6i Phaold, véi cac mon d¢€ va véi nhitng nguGi
ban khac (St 18, 17; Bn 2, 19a; 1Cr 2, 7a).
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Khi ban doc Kinh Théanh, nghe gidng hay nghe mot cudn
bang, dirng voi quén va bd di. Hay tip 6n di 6n lai mdt chan 1y
nao d6 trong tAm tri, hdy suy nghi that nhi¢u v€ né. Cang danh
nhiéu thdi gid d€ 6n lai nhitng gi Chida néi, ban cang hiéu
dugc nhitng “bi mat” cudc séng ma nhiéu ngudi da d€ mat.
“Chiia xit than tinh vdi nhitng ai kinh sg Chiia va cho ho biét
giao uwdc cuia Ngai” (Tv 25, 14).

Trong chuong ti€p theo, ching ta con phai xét xem bdn bi
mat khac ctia viéc trau déi mot tinh ban véi Thién Chia, nhung
dirng doi dén ngay mai. Hay khdi sy ngay hdm nay bing cich
thtt tip néi chuyén lién 1 vdi Chda va luén d€ tAm suy gAm
L.3i Ngai. Kinh nguyén d€ ban néi véi Chiia; suy gim d€ Chiia
néi véi ban. C4 hai déu cin thi€t d€ trd nén mdt ngudi ban
nghia thiét cia Thién Chia.

NGAY MUOI MOT

NGHI VE MUC piCH pOI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tw: Thién Chda mudn tré nén
ban nghia thiét cia toi.

Mt cdu Kinh Thdnh dé nhé: “Chiia xit thén tinh
vdi nhitng ai kinh sg Chiia va cho ho biét giao udc ciia
Ngai” (Tv 25, 14).

Mot cau héi dé nghién ngdm: To6i c6 thé 1am gi
dé€ nhic minh nghi dén Chda va trd chuyén véi Ngai
nhiéu hon trong ca ngay s6ng?
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PHAT HUY TINH BAN VOI THIEN CHUA

“Nhitng ai chinh truc thi Ngai
nhdn lam ban tdm giao”
(Cn 3, 32).

“Hdy dén gdn Thién Chiia,
Ngai sé dén gdan anh em”

(Gc 4, 8a).

G4n Thién Chida bao nhiéu? Chinh ban chon lva!

Nhu bat cif tinh ban nao khéc, ban ciing phai 1am trién nd
tinh ban ctia minh v6i Thién Chiia. Piéu nay hdn khong xay ra
tinh ¢d nhung phai ao udc, phai cé thdi gian va ca nghi luc.
Né&u ban mudn c6 mdt tinh ban ngay cang sit son hon, mat
thi€t hon véi Thién Chia, ban phdi biét thanh that chia sé
nhitng vui budn cudc séng cho Ngai, tin thac vao Ngai khi Ngai
yéu cAu ban 1am mdt diéu gi d6, hoc biét quan tAm dén nhitng
gi Ngai quan tdm va ao udc thiét than véi Ngai hon bat cit
diu gi khac.

To6i quyét tAm thanh that véi Chia. Vién gach diu tién
dé x4y dung toa nha tinh ban su sic vdi Thién Chida 1a su
thanh that hoan toan - vé céc 16i 1dm va ci nhitng tinh cdm
cia ban. Thién Chida kh6ng mong ban phai hoan héo, nhung
Ngai doi cho bing dugc sy thanh that ciia ban. Khong ngudi
ban nao ctia Thién Chia trong Kinh Thénh 12 hoan hdo. Néu
st hoan hao 1a doi hdi cia mét tinh ban véi Thién Chia, ching
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ta s& khong bao gid c6 thé 1a ban clia Ngai. May thay, bdi 4n
sting cda Thién Chia, Pic Giésu van mai 14 “nguoi ban ciia
cdc toi nhan”.

Trong Kinh Thanh, nhitng ngudi ban cia Thién Chia rat
chan that vé nhitng cdm tinh clia ho; ho thudng phan nan, phé
phén, kéu ca v tranh cii véi PAng Tao Thanh cia minh. Vay
ma Thién Chia xem ra khong 14y 1am phién bdi su thing thin
nay; that ra, Ngai ¢d vii diéu dé.

Thién Chia cho phép Abraham chat van va thich thic
Ngai vé viéc Ngai sip huy diét thanh S6d6ma. Ong khdng
ngai 1am phién Thién Chia khi nai ni Ngai git lai thanh nay
bing viéc mic cd vdi Ngai tf nAim muoi ngudi cong chinh
xudng chi cOn mudi ngudi.

Thién Chia kién nhin
14ng nghe bao 15i kién tung \ff’/‘
cia Pavit rdng, Ngai bat  7hien Chia khong mong ban

cong, bOibac, vabo 1didng.  ppdi hoan hdo, nhung Ngai
Ngai cling khong loai b6 4o cho bing dugc su thanh
Giérémia khi 6ng tuyén bo that ciia ban.

Ngai da phinh phd 6ng. Giép

dugc phép triit moi ddng cay ‘/"'/"/,‘\

cho Ngai sudt nhitng thdng ngay thit thiach, va cudi cing,
Thién Chida bdo vé 6ng vi 6ng chin that, Ngai qud trach
nhitng ngudi ban ctia Giép vi ho khdng thét long. Ngai bao,
“Cdc nguoi dd khong néi diing ddn vé Ta nhw Gidp, t6i 16 ciia
Ta” (G 42, 7b).

Mot vi du dang kinh ngac v& mdt tinh ban thang thin (Xh
33, 1-17), Thién Chuia théng thin bifu 16 su ghé tdm clia Ngai
trude bat tudn clia Isracl. Ngai néi véi Moisen, Ngai van gilt
15i ban cho dan DAt Hita, nhung sé khong cling ho di thém mot
budc nao nita qua ving sa mac chdy khd! Ngai chan ngan ho
va t6 cho Mdisen biét ré tAm trang clia Ngai.
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Lén ti€ng nhu “mot ngudi ban” cia Thién Chia, Mdisen
bdc truc trd 18i: “Xin Ngai coi, chinh Ngai dd phdn vdi con:
‘Hay duwa dan dy lén, vay ma Ngai lai khong cho con biét Ngai
sé cit ai di vdi con... Vdy bdy gio, néu qud thdt con da diugc
nghia vdi Ngai, xin khdng té cho con biét duong 16i ciia Ngai,
dé con biét Ngai, va duoc nghia véi Ngai. Xin Ngai dimg quén
ddn toc nay la dan ciia Ngai... Néu Ngai khéng dich than di, xin
Ngai dimg diua chiing con lén khéi ddy. Nhung lam thé nao biét
dugc la con va dan ciia Ngai dugc nghia véi Ngai? Hd chdng
phdi vi c6 Ngai di vdi ching con sao? Nhu thé, con va dén ciia
Ngai mdi khdc véi moi dén trén mdt dar’. Pitc Chiia phdn vdi
6ng Moisen: ‘Ngay cd diéu nguoi vira néi do, Ta ciing sé lam, vi
nguoi da dugc nghia vdi Ta, va Ta biét dich danh nguoi’” (Xh
33,12-17).

Thién Chia c6 thé chiu dung dudc su thing thin va chan
thuc 4y noi ban khong? Chéc chin 13 dugc! Tinh ban tinh t&
dugc xay dung trén su ¢di m3. Nhitng gi xem ra tdo bao thi
Ngai lai coi 1a chdn thanh.
Thién Chda 14ng nghe cac 7
ban Ngai say sua néi; Ngai \"‘/‘
chdn ngdy nhitng 13i sdo
rong dao dic ma Ngai biét .~ nir
trude. PE lam ban véi Ngai, gita ban voi Thién Chia.
ban cling phai néi cho Ngai, \/1?}\
chia sé cho Ngai nhitng tinh
cam chan thuc, chit khong phéi nhitng cam xic hay 15i n6i ma
ban nghi 1a phai c6.

Sw ddng cay la rao cdn
lon nhdt ngdn trd tinh ban

C6 thé ban cin thd 16 ndi budn gian hay hon trach thAim
kin ndo d6 v6i Thién Chia vé mdt vai lanh vuc trong cudc ddi
ma ban cAm th4y bat cdng hay that vong. Cho dén khi di trudng
thanh d€ hiéu ring, Thién Chda ding moi sw d€ 1am mdi ngudi
nén t6t hon thi chiing ta vin cf 4p G o4n hdn Ngai mii, odn
hon Ngai vé dang vé, vé kién thitc, v& nhitng 13i cau khong
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dudc dap tra hay nhitng ndi dau qué khit va
NGAY MUGI HAT  moi chuyén khdc clia chiing ta, nhitng diéu
PHAT HUY ma chiing ta s& 1am c4ch kh4c néu chiing ta
TINHBANVOT 3 Ngai.
THIEN CHUA . R o i )
Ngudi ta thudng kéu trach Thién Chia

vi nhitng ndi dau ngudi khic gay ra cho ho.

N A %

Piéu nay tao ra cai ma William Backus goi 12 “vét ran nit 4n
tang gitta ban va Thién Chda”.

Su déng cay 1 rao can 16n nhat ngén trd tinh than giita ban
v6i Thién Chda: Tai sao t6i mudn 14 ban cda Ngai ma Ngai van
dé€ diéu nay xay ra? SG di c6 phuong dugc nay 1a d€ ban biét
ring, Thién Chia ludn hanh déng nhim ich 1di nhat cho ban ca
khi n6 gy nén dau khé va ban khong hi€u gi. Thé nhung, triit bd
con gian va bdc bach chinh minh lai 13 budc dau tién cla viéc
chita lanh. Nhu bao ngudi trong Kinh Théanh, ban hay boc bach
that lIong véi Thién Chda! Nhu Giép (G 7, 17-21), Asaph (Tv
83, 13), Giérémia (Gr 20, 7), Naomi (R 1, 20).

Pé day chiing ta chan thuc va thdng thin, Thién Chida da
trao cho chiing ta cuén sach cidc Thanh Vinh - mot cudn cAm
nang thd phuong day nhitng 15i nguyén, néng nay, ngd vuc, s¢
hai, o4n trach, ci nhitng dam mé tham kin cling véi nhitng 151
cam ta, ngdi khen va tuyén xung niém tin. Moi tdm trang budn
vui gian ghét clia con ngudi déu duge ghi nhan trong cic Thanh
Vinh. Khi doc nhitng ndi 1ong ma Pavit va nhitng ngudi khac
thd 16, ban hay y thic day 1a cach Thién Chia mudn ban thd
phudng Ngai - khong gidu di€m mdt diéu gi ca. Ban c6 thé
cAu nguyén nhu Pavit: “T6i Idn tiéng kéu gao lén Chiia, t6i lén
tiéng cdu khdn Chiia thwong, 1oi than van, xin gidi bay lén Chila,
ndi ngdt nghéo, ké Ié trude thién nhan” (Tv 142, 2-3).

That khich 1& cho chiing ta khi bi€t nhitng ngudi ban cia
Thién Chida - nhu Mdéisen, Pavit, Abraham, Gi6p va nhiing
ngudi khac - déu da trai qua nhitng giai doan nghi ngd. Nhung
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thay vi che gidu mdi ngd vuc bing nhitng sdo ngit hoa m§ dao
dic rdng tuéch, ho cong khai thing thin bc bach ching. Bay
té nghi ngd do6i khi ciing 13 budc dau cho cap do tiép theo cia
st than tinh véi Thién Chda.

To6i quyét tAm vang phuc Thién Chia trong dic tin.
Mbi khi ban tin thac vao su khon ngoan cia Thién Chda va
thuc hién bat cf diéu gi Ngai mudn, ci khi khong hiéu diéu
dé, Ay 1a Iic ban ddm chim trong sy mat thi€t véi Ngai. Thong
thudng, ching ta kh6ng nghi vang 18i 1a mdt déc tinh cda tinh
ban; né chi danh cho mdi twong quan véi cha me, dng chid hoic
cap trén chtt khdng danh cho mdt ngudi ban. Viy ma DPuc
Giésu hién nhién goi vang 15i 1a diéu kién d€ séng than tinh
v6i Thién Chda. Ngai néi, “Anh em la ban hitu ciia Thdy, néu
anh em thyc hién nhitng diéu Thay truyén
day” (Ga 15, 14).

G cudi chuong I, t6i ¢6 néi, 161 ma
bic Giésu dung khi Ngai goi ching ta
12 “ban h¥u” c¢6 thé lién twdng dén
“nhitng ngudi ban clia mot vi vua” trong
tri¢u. DAu nhitng ngudi ban than nay c¢6
dugc nhitng diac quyén, thi ho van 1é
thudéc nha vua va phdi ving 1€nh vua.
Ching ta la nhu’ng ngudi ban cda Thi€én Chia, nhung ching ta
khong thé ngang hang véi Ngai. Ngai 13 Pang lanh dao yéu
thuong, va ching ta di theo Ngai.

Chiing ta vang 15i Thién Chida, khong vi b6n phan, sd hai
hay bit budc, nhung bdi yéu mén Ngai va tin chic Ngai biét
nhitng gi t6t nhat cho ching ta. Ching ta mudn di theo Pic
Kit6 vi 1ong bi€t on vé tat ca nhitng gi Ngai da lam cho chiing
ta, va cang theo siat Ngai bao nhi€u, tinh ban cda ching ta
cang tr§ nén sdu dam bay nhiéu.

Nhitng ngudi khong tin thudng nghi ring, cac Kitd hitu vang
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131 chi vi bit budc hodc vi sg ti hoidc sd hinh phat; thé nhung,
ngudc lai mdi ding. BSi dude thd tha va dudgce tu do, ching ta
vang 151 vi tinh y€u - va su ving phuc cda ching ta dem lai
niém vui 16n lao! Pic Giésu bao, “Chiia Cha da yéu mén Thdy
thé nao, Thdy ciing yéu mén anh em nhuw vay. Anh em hdy & lai
trong tinh thuong ciia Thdy. Néu anh em git cdc diéu rdn ciia
Thdy, anh em sé & lai trong tinh thuong ciia Thdy, nhu Thdy dd
gii¥ cdc diéu ran ciia Cha Thdy va & lai trong tinh thuong ciia
Ngai. Cdc diéu dy, Thdy da noi véi anh em dé anh em duwoc
hudng niém vui ciia Thdy, va niém vui ciia anh em duoc nén
tron ven” (Ga 15, 9-11).

Hay luu ¥, Pite Giésu mong mudn ching ta chi 1am nhitng
gi Ngai da lam véi Chda Cha, tudng giao ctia Ngai vdi Chia
Cha 12 khu6én miu cho tinh ban cda chiing ta v6i Ngai. Pic
Giésu da 1am nhitng gi Chda Cha yéu cAu Ngai lam - chi vi
yéu thudng.

Tinh ban chén that thi khong thu dong nhung chi dong,
sdng tao. Khi Pic Giésu doi hdi ching ta yéu thuong ngudi
khéc, gitip d3 ké thi€u thdn, chia sé nhitng gi chiing ta ¢, giff
minh trong sach, biét tha thit, va dem nhitng ngudi khac vé cho
Ngai, thi chinh tinh yéu ché khong gi khac 1a dong luc thic
bach chiing ta mau min vang phuc Ngai nhu vay.

Chiing ta thudng dudc thach thic d€ 1am “nhitng viéc lon
lao” cho Chda. Viy ma, Ngai s€ vui hon khi ching ta lam
nhitng viéc nhd cho Ngai mot cach vang phuc day tinh mén.
Ngudi khac c6 thé khong nhin thay ching, nhung Thién Chda
thdy va coi dé 1a nhitng hanh vi thd phudng.

Nhitng co hoi lon c6 thé chi d@é€n véi ban mot 14n trong
dsi, nhung cac co hdi nhd thi bao quanh ban mdi ngay. Ngay
c4 qua nhitng viéc don sd nhu néi niang thanh that, ot t& va
khich 1& ngudi khac ciing dd dem lai nu cudSi cho Thién Chia.
Thién Chida quy nhitng hanh vi ving phuc ctia chiing ta hon la
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nhitng kinh nguyén, ngdi khen hoic nhitng 1& dang. Kinh Thanh
néi véi ching ta ring, “Diic Chiia c6 wa thich cdc 1€ toan thiéu
va hy 1& nhu va thich nguoi ta vang loi Piic Chiia khong? Nay,
vdng phuc thi t6t hon la déng hy 18, ldng nghe thi t6t hon la
dang mo cuu” (1Sm 15, 22).

bic Giésu bit dau st vu cong khai & tudi ba muoi qua
viéc duge Gioan 1am phép rita. Ngay khi x4y ra bién cd Ay, tir
trdi cao, Chia Cha néi véi Con Mot cia minh: “DPdy la Con
yéu ddu ciia Ta, Ta hai long vé Ngai” (Mt 3, 17). Vay thi trong
ba muoi nam, Pic Giésu da 1am gi d€ Chiia Cha hai long dén
th&? Kinh Thanh khéng néi gi vé nhitng nam 4n dat d6 ngoai
trr & Le 2, 51a: “Sau dé, Ngai di xuéng ciing véi cha me, tré vé
Nazarét va hdng védng phuc cdc ngai”. Ba mudi nam 1am dep
long Thién Chida dudc tém két trong ba
chit: “hdng vang phuc!”.

Téi quyét tAm coi trong nhitng gi
Thién Chia coi trong. Pay 14 dicu nhitng
ngudi ban thudng 1am - ho quan tdm dén
nhitng gi 1 quan trong d6i véi ngudi kia.
Ciing thé, cang tré nén thiét than vdi
Thién Chia, ban cang quan tAim dén nhitng
gl Ngai quan tam, ti€c x6t di€u Ngai tiéc
x6t va mirng vui véi nhitng gi Ngai vui mirng.

Thanh Phaold 12 guong sang vé diéu nay. Chuong trinh ctia
Chda 1a chuong trinh cia ngai, say mé ctia Chiia l1a say mé ctia
ngai: “Thdt thé, vi anh em, t6i ghen cdi ghen ciia Thién Chiia”
(2Cr 11, 2a). Pavit cling cdm thady nhv vay: “Vi nhiét tdm lo
viéc nha Chiia, ma con phdi thiét thdn. Loi ké thod ma Ngai, nay
chinh con hiing chiu” (Tv 69, 10).

Thién Chiia quan tdm dén diéu gi nhat? Ctu d6 dan Ngai.
Ngai mudhn tat ca con céi lac mat ctia Ngai dudc tim vé. D6 1a
t4t ca 1y do Pifc Giésu da dén tran gian. Piu dit gi4 nhat noi
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cung long Chiia Cha 1a cdi chét cia Con Mot Ngai. Piéu quy
gia thi hai ciia Ngai 1a khi con céi Ngai chia sé s diép do6 cho
nhitng ngudi khac. PE 1am ban vdi Thién Chia, ban phai dé y
quan tdm dén moi ngudi chung quanh, nhitng ké Thién Chia
hiing quan tAm. Ban ctia Thién Chia néi cho nhitng ngudi ban
ctia ho v€ Thién Chia.

To6i phdi uéc ao s6ng mat thiét véi Chia hon bat ci
diéu gi khac. Cic Thanh vinh diy nhitng miu guong wdc ao
nay. Pavit say sua ao udc bi€t Chiia hon moi diéu khic; dng
dung nhitng tr ng® nhw mong mdi, ngéng tréng, khdt khao, doi.
Ong van nai Thién Chiia. Ong néi, “Mét diéu t6i kiém t6i xin,
la luén duoc & trong dén Chiia t6i moi ngay trong sudt cudc
doi, dé chiém nguong Chiia tuyét voi cao sang, ngdm xem thdnh
dién huy hoang” (Tv 27, 4). Trong mOt Thénh vinh khéc, 6ng
béo: “Bdi dn tinh Ngai quy hon mang séng, miéng ludi nay xin
ca ngoi tdn duong” (Tv 63, 4).

Giac6p ciing vay, ndi
dam mé phic lanh cda \ﬂ%

Thién Chda trén cudc ddi Cang trd nén thiét than vdi
ong that manh liét dén ndi  Thién Chiia, ban cang quan tdm
ong da 14m dat vat 16n véi  dén nhitng gi Ngai quan tdm.
Ngai suét dém, 6ng néi, - JJ}\

“Toi sé khong buong Ngai

ra, néu Ngai khéng chiic phiic cho t6i” (St 32, 27b).

biu d4ng ngac nhién clia cAu chuyén nay 12 & chd, Thién
Chda, Pang manh mé vo song lai @€ cho Giacép thing! Ngai
khong cdm thay bi xdc pham khi chiing ta “vat 16n” véi Ngai,
bdi vat 16n doi hdi ti€p xtc ca nhan va dem ching ta lai gan
Ngai hon! P6 chinh 14 1ong s6t mén, va Thién Chia thich nhu
vay khi ching ta mé say Ngai.

Théanh Phaol6 ciing 1a mot nguGi say m€ tinh ban véi
Chia. V6i ngai, khéng gi quan trong hon; d6 1a uu tién s
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mot, 13 toan bd trong tAm va muc dich 161 thugng trong
cudc doi ngai. Pay la Iy do tai sao Thién Chda da ding
Phaold cho c¢ong cudc dai su clia Ngai. “Vdn dé la dugc biét
chinh Ditc Kitd, nhdt la biét Ngai quyén ndng thé nao nho
dd phuc sinh, cung duoc théng phdn nhitng dau khé ciia Ngai,
nho nén dong hinh dong dang vdi Ngai trong cdi chét ciia
Ngai” (P13, 10).

Su that 12 - gdn Chia bao nhiéu, tuy su chon lua ciia ban.

S6ng mat thi€t véi Chda 14 mot Iva chon, khong 13 mot
ngau nhién. C4ch manh liét, ban hay tim ki€m Ngai. Ban c6
that st mudn di€u dé - hon bat e diéu gi khac khong? N6
dang gid nhu thé nio vdi ban? N6 c6 dang d€ tir bd moi su
khac khong? N6 6 déng d€ nd lyc phét trién nhitng théi quen
va nhitng k§ ning can thiét khong?

C6 thé trong qua khtt, ban tirng say mé Thién Chda, nhung
nay ban da d4nh mat long khao khét do.
Pé 1a diéu da x4y ra vdi céc tin hitu
Ephéso - ho da d€ mat 1ong mén thud
dau. Ho thi hanh ding didn moi diéu,
nhung vi bdn phan chit khéng vi tinh yéu.
Néu ban bit ddu di vao ddi séng thiéng
li€ng, drng ngac nhi€n khi Thi€én Chia
cho phép khé dau x4y dén trong ddi.

Khdé dau 12 chit d6t clia 1ong mén - né ting stic manh liét
dé ching ta thay d8i nhitng gi thong thudng chiing ta khéng
thé. C. S. Lewis néi, “Khd dau 1a chi€c loa phéng thanh ciia
Thién Chiia”. DS 1a cach Ngai ding d€ danh thifc chiing ta
khéi sy thd d thiéng liéng. Khd dau ciia ban khéng 14 hinh phat
nhung 12 nhitng 18i mdJi goi tinh thitc bit ngudn tir mdt Thién
Chda yéu thudng. Thién Chida khong gian ban, nhung Ngai si
mé ban; va Ngai sé 1am bat ci diéu gi mién sao dem ban vé
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lai trong tinh than véi Ngai. Tuy nhién, con ¢é mdt cach dé
dang hon d€ nhen lai 1ong s6t mén véi Chda: Hay ciu xin
Ngai ban cho ban diéu dé va cit khdn khoan mai cho dén khi
ban lanh nhan. Ban hdy cAu nguyén th& nay sudt ca ngay séng:
“Lay Pic Giésu, hon bat et diéu gi khéc, con udc mudn séng
mat thi€t véi Chda hon”. Chia da néi véi nhitng ngudi luu day
& Babylon riing, “Cdc nguoi sé tim Ta va cdc nguoi sé thdy, bdi
Vi cdc nguoi sé hét long kiém Ta” (Gr 29, 13).

TUGNG QUAN HE TRONG NHAT CUA BAN

Khong c¢6 gi - tuyét doi khdng c6 gi - quan trong hon viéce
lam trién nd mot tinh ban véi Thién Chida. P6 13 mdi than
tinh s& vitng b&n mai mai. Thanh Phaold néi véi Timoté, “Cé
nhiing ké, vi chii truong cdi tri thitc do, nén da lac mat ditc tin”
(1Tm 6, 21a). Ban ¢6 danh mat diu quan trong nhat trong
cudc ddi khéng? Ban cé thé bit diu lai ngay hom nay. Hay
nhd, dé 1a chon lua clia ban. Ban gin Thién Chiia ngan nio,
tuy ban chon!
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NGAY MUGI HAI
NGHI VE MUC PiCH POI TOI

Mot diém déosuy tu: Gan Thién Chda bao nhiéu,
chinh t61 chon lya.

Mt cdu Kinh Thdnh dé nhé: “Hdy dén gén Thién
Chiia, Ngai sé dén gdn anh em” (Gc 4, 8a).

MGt cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: Ngay hom nay, dé
dén gan Thién Chia hon, t6i sé c¢é nhitng chon lua
nao?
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\ TH(‘)j PHUONG /
LAM PEP LONG THIEN CHUA

“Nguoi phdi yéu mén Puc Chia,
Thién Chiia cia nguort,
hét long, hét linh hon, hét tri khon,
va hét sitc luc nguoi”
(Mc 12, 30).

Thién Chiia muén ban tron ven thudc vé Ngai.

Thién Chiia khong mudn mot mang nao do trong cudc ddi
ban. Ngai doi ban hét long, hét linh hdn, hét tri khon va hét
sttc. Ngai khong thich mot su cam k&t hai 1ong, mot su vang
phuc tirng phan cling nhv mét it thdi gian ranh i hay mot it
tién du bac thira clia ban. Ngai mong mdi ban hién dang tron
ven, chi khong chi 1a nhitng manh nhd dsi ban.

Ngay kia, mot phu n# Samaria tim cach tranh luan véi
Pirc Giésu vé thdi gian, ndi chd va 1€ 161 thd phugng 3t nhat.
Ngai tra 15i ring, nhitng chuyén bén ngoai d6 khong quan trong
gi ci. Ban thd phuong & dau, khong quan trong cho bing tai
sao ban thd phudng va ban phé dang chinh minh ngdn nao cho
Thién Chia khi thd phudgng. Nhu thé, c6 céch thd phudng ding
va ciling ¢6 cach thd phugng khéng ding. Kinh Thanh néi, “Vai
long biét on do, chiing ta hay phung tho Thién Chiia cho dep
long Ngai” (Dt 12, 28b). PE dep 1ong Thién Chia, thd phugng
cin c6 bén dic tinh:
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Thién Chia vui long khi chiing ta tho phugng Ngai cach
ding dén. Ngudi ta thudng néi, “T6i thich nghi Thién Chiia
nhu thé nay, Thién Chida nhu thé kia..” va 161 ho chia sé y
twdng cda minh vé hinh 4nh Thién Chia ma ho muén thd
phugng. Thé nhung, chiing ta khong thé tao ra mot hinh anh tuy
thich hay hop thdi vé Thién Chia rdi thd phugng né. D6 1a thd

ngiu tuong.

ThS phudng phai \w‘ - -
dudc x4y dung trén nén Tho phirgng dep long Chiia
téﬁg chén '1}; cia Lai khong chi la tinh cdm sdu sdc
Chia, chi khéng trén nhung con phdi diing tin ly.
Chiing ta phdi van dung cd con

tim, ldn tri éc.

quan di€m riéng cia
chiing ta vé Thién Chda.
buc Gi€su néi véi ngudi 0
phu n@ Samaria, “Nhitng nguoi tho phuong dich thuc sé tho
phuong Chiia Cha trong than khi va sw thdt, vi Chiia Cha tim
kiém nhitng ai tho phuong Ngai nhu thé” (Ga 4, 23b).

“Thd phugng trong su that” 1a thd phugng Thi€n Chia nhu
Ngai dugc méac khai chan thue trong Kinh Thénh.

Thién Chaa vui long khi ching ta thé phugng Ngai
cach chan that. Khi Bic Giésu néi ban phai “tho phuong trong
thdn khi”, Ngai khong chi ngu ¥ dé€n Thanh Than, nhung con
nhim dén tinh than ciia ban. Pudc tao dung theo hinh anh
Thién Chda, tinh than clia ban & trong than xac, va Ngai da du
liéu tinh than d6 d€ ban c6 thé thong hiép vdi Ngai. Thd phuong
1a viéc tinh than clia ban d4p tra Tinh Than cda Thién Cha.

Khi day, “Nguoi phdi yéu mén Thién Chiia ciia nguoi hét
long, hét linh hén”, Pic Giésu mudn néi, viéc thd phudng phai
chan that va phat xuit tAn ddy 1ong. P6 khong chi 1a viéc néi
ding nhitng gi ban mu6n néi ma con phai néi tn c6i long.
Ngdi khen ma khong hét 1ong 14 ching ngdi khen chiit nao!
Ch#ng nhitng v6 bd ma lai con xtic pham dén Chia.
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Khi chiing ta thd phuong, xem ra Thién Chia bd qua nhitng
ngdn tir d€ nhin vio thai d6 tAm hon mdi ngudi. Kinh Thanh
n6i, “Thién Chiia khéng nhin theo kiéu nguoi pham: nguoi pham
chi thdy diéu mdt thdy, con Dic Chiia thi thdy tan ddy long”
(1Sm 16, 7b).

Vi thd phugng bao ham ndi vui mirng trong Chia, nén né
cling thu hit nhi*tng tdm tinh ctia ban. Thién Chia da trao cho
ban nhitng cdm thitc d€ ban c6 thé thd phuong Ngai véi nhitng
cam xuc siu ldng - nhung nhitng tAm tinh nay phai chan thuc
chit khong dudge gid tao. Ngai ghét su gia hinh. Ngai khong
mudn c6 su khoe khoang, gia v hay ddi tra trong thd phudng.
Ngai mudn su chan thanh va long mén chén that cia ban.
Chiing ta c6 thé thd phugng Thién Chda mdt cach khong hoan
hao, nhung khong thé thd phugng Ngai mot cach thiéu chdn
thanh.

Di nhién, chi chan thanh théi thi chua dd; ban c¢6 thé chan
thanh nhung lai sai. P6 1a 1y do tai sao phai ¢6 ca tinh than va
chan ly. Thd phudng phdi vira ding din vira chan that. Thd
phudng dep 1ong Chiia khong chi 1a tinh cAm sau sic nhung
con phdi ding tin 1y. Chiing ta phai van dung cé con tim, 1An
tri dc.

Ngay nay, vé mit tinh cam, nhiéu ngudi 1dm 14n khi coi
viéc cdm dong bdi Am nhac 13 viéc dude Thanh Than tac dong;
hai viéc nay hoan toan khac nhau. Thd phugng dich thuc xay
ra khi tinh than ban d4p trd Thién Chda, chit khong phai 1a
rung cam trude vai cung nhac. Qué vay, mot vai bai hat uy mi
di vao long ngudi da ngdn cdn viéc thd phugng bdi ching khong
quy vé Chia ma quy vé nhitng cdm xiic clia ching ta. C4i 1am
ban chia tri nhat trong viéc thd phuong 1a chinh ban - dé la
nhitng s3 thich, nhitng lo 1ing ciia ban vé nhitng gi ngudi khac
nghi v¢& ban.

Céc Kit6 hitu thudng c6 quan diém khong giéng nhau vé
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céch thdc thd phudgng thich hgp va chan thuc, nhung nhirng
tranh ludn nay thudng chi phdn 4nh nhitng khac biét vé con
ngudi va béi canh cia ho. Nhiéu hinh thitc thd phugng dudge
dé cap trong Kinh Thénh, trong dé cé viéc xung thd, ca hat,
kéu cdu, ditng thing tén vinh, quy gdi, mia nhiy, tao 4m
thanh nhdn nhip hoan hy, 1am chiéng, chdi nhac ¢d truyén
va dua tay 1én 1am nhing ¢ diéu (Dt 13, 15; Tv 7, 17; Er 3,
11; Tv 149, 3; 150, 3; Nkm 8, 6). Phong cich thd phudng 5t
nh4t 12 phong c4ch bay td chan that nhat 1ong yéu mén cila
ban d&i v6i Thién Chida dua trén bdi cdnh va tinh khi Ngai
da ban cho.
Ban t61, Gary Thomas
Iuu v, nhiéu Kit6 hitu xem \ﬁ‘zy‘ ;
ra bi ket trong mot 16i mon P hO{zg cdch tho phugng tot
thd phuong cing nhic va nhdt la phonig cdch bay to’,
budn t& - mot théi quen chadn that n/hcit long yéu mén
ching may 1y thd - thay vi ciia ban dé{ voi Thién Chia,
dua trén boi cdanh va tinh khi
Ngai da ban cho.

c6 mot tinh ban sdng dong
véi Chda. Tai sao nhu vay?

Bdi ho tw budc minh st dung - JJ}\

nhi*ng phuong phdp hodc

nhitng phong c4ch thd phudng vén khdng phit hop véi cot cach
Thién Chia da nn dic doc ddo trong ho.

Gary tg héi, Néu Thién Chiia cé ¥ tao dung mdi nguoi
khéng ai giong ai, thi tai sao Ngai lai mudn moi nguoi phdi yéu
mén Ngai theo cing mdt cdch? Khi doc cac tdc phdm Kitd
gi4o kinh dién va néi chuyén vdi nhiéu ngudi trudng thanh,
Gary da kham phé ra ring, qua 2000 nim, cac Kitd hitu da st
dung nhiéu c4ch khac nhau dé€ vui hudng tinh than vdi Thién
Chda: & ngoai trdi, nghi€n cdu, ca hat, doc, mia, sdng tac
nghé thuét, phuc vu ngudi khac,  mot minh, vui séng tinh ban,
va tham du hang t4 cac hoat dong khic.
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Trong cudn sach cia minh Sacred Pathways, Gary nhan
dinh 9 cach thé dem con ngudi lai gdn Thién Chia. Nhitng
nguoi yéu thién nhién cAim hitng mén yéu Chia nhiéu nhat khi
3 ngoai trdi, trude nhitng vé dep clda canh quan. Nhitng nguoi
c6 cdam gidc manh yéu mén Chia qua céc gidc quan va danh
gia cao nhitng budi thd phugng dep dé trong d6 ho c6 thé nhin,
ném, ngli va s§ dung chit khong chi nghe. Nhitng nguoi theo
truyén théng dén gan Thién Chia qua nhitng nghi 1&, phung
vu, bi€u tuwgng va nhitng cong thic
khong ddi. Nhitng nguoi khé hanh yéu
mén Chia trong su ¢ tich va gian di.
Nhitng nguoi hoat dong yéu mén Chiia
qua viéc chié€n dau chdng lai su d,
bat cong va ho hoat dong d€ thé gidi
ngay cang nén tot hon. Nhing nguoi
thich san séc yéu mén Chia qua viéc
yéu thudng nhitng ngudi khéac va gidp ‘
ds ho. Nhitng nguoi s6t mén yéu mén Chia qua cic budi ctt
hanh phung vu. Nhitng nguoi chiém niém yéu mén Chia qua
viéc ton thd. Nhitng nguoi tri thitc yéu Chda qua viéc nghién
ctu tri thdce.®

Khong ¢6 mot cich ti€p can nao dude goi 1a “phit hop cho
moi nguoi” trong viéc thd phudgng Thién Chda va sdng tinh
ban véi Ngai. Nhung ¢6 mot diéu chic chin: Ban sé khdong
lam vinh danh Chda khi ¢6 trd thanh mdt ngudi ndo dé6 ma
Thién Chda khong bao gid ¢6 ¥ dinh ban phai trd nén. Ngai
mudn ban 14 chinh ban. “Nhung gio da dén - va chinh la lic
nay dady - gio nhitng nguoi tho phuong dich thuc sé tho phuong
Chiia Cha trong than khi va suw that, vi Chiia Cha tim kiém nhitng
ai tho phugng Ngai nhu the” (Ga 4, 23).

8 Gary Thomas, Sacred Pathways (Grand rapids: Zondervan, 2000).
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Thién Chada vui long khi chiing ta

NGAY MUOIBA  th§ phugng Ngai trong suy tu. Lénh

THO PHUQONG truyén cia Pic Giésu “Hdy yéu mén

LAM Thién Chiia hét tri khén” duge lip lai

DEP LONG bén 14n trong Tan Udc. Thién Chia
THIEN CHUA . . .

khong vui long vSi nhitng bai hat nghéu

ngao khdong ¥ twdng, nhitng sdo ngit hoa my chi€u 1¢, hay nhitng

15i tung hé “Ngdi khen Chda” hdi hot v hdn, bdi ching ta

khong nghi ra dugc diéu gi khac d€ néi lic 6. Néu thd phudng

ma khong suy tu, khong dat tdm tri vao d6 thi that vo nghia.

Ban phai dem c4 1y tri vao.

Pic Giésu goi ki€u thd phuong v6 hén d6 1a “nhitng ldp
di ldp lai v6 ich”. Ngay ca nhitng thuat ngt Kinh Thénh cling
¢6 thé trd thanh s4o ngif ning né khi ding qué nhiéu, va mat
c4 y nghia. Poc 1au 1au kinh ké khi thd phuong thi d& hon thay
vi ¢6 ging lam vui 1ong Chda véi nhitng 131 nguyén va nhitng
cach th€ mdéi mé khac.

Ban hay thtt thd phugng Chiia ma khdng ding nhitng t
ngl cll xua nhu ngoi khen, halléluia, ta on hodc amen. Thay vi
n6i, “Ching con ngdi khen Chida”, ban hay lam mdt danh séach
nhitng tir ddng nghia va st dung nhitng tf mdi nay nhu thdn
phuc, tén kinh, quy mén, chiém bdi, tén vinh va cdm kich.

Khen ngdi ciing phai cu thé. N&u ai d6 dén lap di lap lai
v4i ban, “Anh that dang khen!” muGi 14n, c6 1& ban sé& nghi,
Vé diéu gi? Ban sé& thich nghe hai 13i khen cu thé hon 13 hai
mudi 1an khen chung chung; Thién Chda ciing vay.

Mot ¥ tudng khac 13 1ap mot danh sach vé nhitng danh
xung khéc nhau cia Thién Chia va tap trung vao ching. Nhirng
danh xung dé khong dudgc tuy ti€n; ching ndi cho ching ta
nhitng khia canh kh4c nhau noi Thién Chia. Trong Cyu Udc,
Thién Chiia mic khai chinh minh din dan cho dan Israel bing
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cach gidi thi¢u nhitng danh xung mdi, va Ngai ra 1¢nh ching ta
ngdi khen danh Ngai.’

Thién Chda ciing mu6n nhitng budi hoi hop thd phudng
chung ctia ching ta ¢6 ¥ nghia. Thanh Phaol6 danh tron mot
chuong trong 1Cr 14 d€ néi dén diéu nay, va ngai két luan,
“Nhung hdy lam moi sy cdch trang nghiém va co trdt tu”
(1Cr 14, 40).

Lién hé dén diéu nay, Thién Chida lvu y ching ta 1am sao
dé nhitng anh em khong tin ciing ¢6 thé hiéu dudc ¥ nghia khi
ho ¢6 mat trong nhitng budi thd phugng chung. Thanh Phaold
nhan xét, “Qud thé, néu ban chi chiic tung vdi tdm long thoi,
thi lam sao hang nguoi ngodi cudc cé thé thua ‘Amen’ liic ban
déng loi ta on, vi nguoi dé khoéng biét ban néi gi? Da hdn, loi
ta on ciia ban t6t dep that, nhung khéng xdy dung cho nguoi
khdc” (1Cr 14, 16-17). P& y dén nhitng ngudi chua tin ¢6 mit
trong nhitng budi ciu nguyén cda ching ta 12 mét ménh 1énh
bat ngudn tir Kinh Thanh. B3 qua ménh 1énh nay s& vira 1a bat
tudn, vira thi€u 1ong mén. PE c6 mdt gidi thich diy dd hon vé
di€m nay, ban hiay xem chudng “Thd Phudng La Mot Ching
T4” trong cudn The Purpose-Driven Church.

Thién Chia vui long khi chiing ta tho phugng Ngai cach
thyc tién. Kinh Thanh n6i, “Anh em hdy hién déng thdn minh
lam ciia & s6ng dong, thdnh thién va dep long Thién Chiia. D6
la cdch thitc xitng hop dé anh em tho phuong Ngai” (Rm 12, 1).
Tai sao Thién Chiia lai mudn c4 than minh chiing ta? Tai sao
Ngai khong bao, “Hay hién dang tinh than?”. B&i vi néu khong
c6 than xéc, ban khong 1am gi dugc trén mit dat nay. Trong

° Xem 11- week tape series on the names of God, “How God Meets Your
Deepest Needs”, by Saddleback Pastors (1999), www.pastors.com.
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co1 ddi doi, ban s€ c6 mdt /‘”’

than xéc mdi, cai thién hon, \-

cao cAp hon; nhung dang khi ~ Tho phutgng dich thuc cdm ré
cOn trén tran gian, thi Thién sdu trong Loi cia Thién Chia.
Chtia b3o, “Hay trao cho Ta - ‘/J}‘\

tat ¢4 nhitng gi con c6!”. Chi

vi Ngai rat thyc t€ trong viéc thd phuong.

Ban tiing nghe, “T6i khong dén dudc trong budi hop mit
t01 nay, nhung trong tinh than, t6i sé c¢6 mat § d6”. Ban nghi gi
v€ cau néi 4y? Khong c6 ¥ nghia gi ca. Ching dang gi! Bao
l4u con trén trai dat, tinh thin cda ban s& ¢6 mit ndi ma thé
x4c ban hién dién. N&u than x4c ban khong & d6, ban ciing
khong & do.

Khi thd phugng, ching ta “ph6 dang than x4c nhu nhitng
cia 1& séng”. Ngay nay, ching ta thudng lién twdng ¥ niém
“cda 1&” v6i mot vat da chét, nhung Thién Chia mudn chiing
ta 12 mot clia 1& sdng. Ngai mudn chiing ta séng cho Ngai! Tuy
nhién, van dé hay x4y ra vdi clia 18 s6ng 13 né c6 thé bo khéi
ban thd, va ching ta thudng lam nhu vay. Chiing ta hat, “Tié€n
1&n, hai nhitng chién si ciia Pifc Kitd” trong ngay Chida Nhat,
161 sau d6é “chudn luén” vao ngay thd Hai.

Trong Cuu Udc, Thién Chia vui nhan nhiéu 1& dang trong
thd phugng vi chiing tién béo 1& dang clia Pitc Giésu trén thap
gid. Gig day, cling trong thd phudng, Thién Chda vui nhan
nhitng 1& dang khac nhau: ta on, ca ngdi, khiém nhu, thdng hdi,
dang cling, cAu nguyén, phuc vu anh em, va chia sé cho nhitng
ai ting thiéu.

Thd phugng dich thuc ¢6 gia cia né. Biét 16 diéu d6, Pavit
n6i, “Ta khéng mudn déang lén Pitc Chiia, Thién Chiia cia ta,
nhitng 1€ toan thiéu ma ta khéng mdt tién mua” (2Sm 24, 24).

Cai gid ma viéc thd phugng doi hdi 1a chinh ban than
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chiing ta. Ban khong thé cling ldc vira tan dudng Thién Chiia
vira ton dudng chinh minh. Ban khong thd phuong dé€ duge ngudi
khac xem thdy ciing nhu d€ tr thoa mén.
Ban phéi chi tdm di ddi su tap trung ra
khoi chinh minh.

Khi Ddc Giésu néi, “Hay yéu mén
Thién Chiia hét sitcc luc nguoi”, Ngai
mudn ndi, thd phudgng doi hdi nd Iuc va
nghi luc. Piéu dé khong phai ludn ludn
thuan tién va thoai mai, va doéi khi tho
phu’dng la mdt hanh vi hoan toan thudc
vé ¥ chi - mot 1€ dang cla ¥ chi. Tho
phuogng thu dong 1a mot nghich ly.

Ban ca khen Chia ca khi cdm thdy khong thich, budc ra
khéi givdng d€ ca ngoi Chiia khi dang mét nhoai, hoic giip dd
ké khéc khi dang kiét sitc, ban dang dang mot 1 dang ths
phuong Thién Chida. Piéu dé 1am dep long Ngai.

% pe

Matt Redman, mot ngudi huéng din cAu nguyén & nudc
Anh, néi d&n cach thifc ma muc su clia anh day gido dan y thifc
hon v€ ¥ nghia thuc clia viéc thd phugng. PE cho thdy thd
phudng quan trong hon 4m nhac, 6ng da khéng cho phép hat
lic ¢ hanh phung vu trong mot thdi gian dai dang khi ho hoc
nhitng céch thd phugng khic. Cudi thdi gian d6, Matt da viét
nén ca khiic c6 dién “Con Tim Thd Phugng

Con s€ dang Ngai hon mot khic ca,

Bd3i Ngai khong doi nhac khiic con hét.

Ngai tim bén trong nhirng cai bén ngoai

Tan d4y 1ong con, Ngai dang tim ki€m.'°

Trong tdm clia van dé thd phugng 1a vAn dé cda con tim.

10 Matt Redman, “Heart of Worship” (Kingsway’s Thankyou Music, 1997).
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NGAY MUOCI BA
NGHI Vi MUC PiCH POI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tu: Thién Chia mudn t6i tron
ven thudc vé Ngai.

Mét cdu Kinh Thdnh dé nhé: “Nguoi phdi yéu
mén Ditc Chiia, Thién Chiia ciia nguoi, hét long,
hét linh hon, hét tri khon, va hét sic luc nguoi” (Mc 12,
30).

Mt cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: Ngay lic nay, giita
viéc thd phugng chung va thd phuong riéng cia toi,
diéu gi dang 1am dep 1ong Thién Chia hon? Téi sé
lam gi day?
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KHI THIEN CHUA XEM RA XA VANG

“T'61i mong doi Duic Chiia,
Ddng dn mdt khéng nhin nha Giacdp,
16i trong cdy vao Ngai”

(Is 8, 17).

Thién Chta c6 that, khong thanh vAn dé ban nghi thé nao.

That d& d€ thd phugng Thién Chia khi moi chuyén ém
xudi trong cudc dJi ban - khi Ngai cho ban ctia dn, ban be,
gia dinh, sic khoé va hanh phic. Nhung ddi dau phéi luén
mang sic héng. Nhitng lic 4y ban sé thd phuong Thién Chida
th& nao? Ban s& 1am gi khi xem ra nghin triing xa c4ch, Ngai
da di réi?

Mitc do siu sic nhat cia thd phuong 14 ngdi khen Thién
Chtia bat chap ndi dau, ta on Ngai trong thit thach, tin ciy
Ngai khi bi cdm dd, phé dang cho Ngai dang khi khon khé, va
yéu mén Ngai khi Ngai xem ra xa ving.

Tinh ban thudng dudc thit thach bdi su phin cach va im
ling; ban bi chia cit bdi khodng cach vat Iy hodc ban khong
thé néi chuyén véi ngudi kia. Ciing vay, trong twong quan vdi
Thién Chda, ban sé khong luén ludn cdm thdy Ngai gan giii.
Philip Yancey nhan xét cidch khon khéo, “Bat cit mdt mdi twdng
giao nao ciing bao gdm cé gan giii 14n xa cach. VSi Thién
Chda ciing th€, khong thanh van dé mat thiét 1am sao, qua lic
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van s& dong dura tif b&n nay qua bén
kia”.!! B¢ 1a ldc thd phugng trg nén
khé khén.

Pé ban trudng thanh trong tinh
ban v4i Ngai, Thi€én Chda ciing sé thi thach ban vSi nhitng
khodng thdi gian xem ra xa ving - nhitng lic twdng chirng nhu
Ngai bd rdi hay lang quén ban, khi Ngai dudng nhu G xa ban
van dam. Thanh Gioan Thanh Gid goi nhirng ngay khé han
thiéng liéng, nghi ngd, va xa la d6i véi Thién Chda nhu 1a
nhitng “dém t6i clia linh hdn”. Henry Nouwen goi chiing 1
“stt vu cla sy tréng ving”. A. W. Tozer goi ching 12 “sit vu
clia dém t61”. Nhitng ngudi khic thi goi ching 12 “mua dong
clia tAm hén”.

Ngoai Pirc Giésu, ¢6 1& Pavit 12 ngudi ban khin khit vé6i
Thién Chida hon ai hét, Ngai goi 6ng 12 “mdt ngudi 1am dep
long Ta”. Vay ma khong it 14n Pavit cling da kéu trach Thién
Chta sao Ngai ctf ving mit: “Lay Chiia, sao Chiia né ditng xa,
ngay khén qudn, sao Ngai danh dn mct?” (Tv 10, 1). “Lay Chiia
con tho, muén lay Chiia, Ngai né long ruéng bé con sao?” (Tv
22, 1). “Chinh Ngai la Thién Chiia bdo vé con, sao Ngai danh
xua dudi? Sao con phdi lang thang tiéu tuy, bi qudn thii dp bitc
mdi khong thoi?” (Tv 43, 2).

Di nhi€n, Thi€én Chda that su khong rdi1 Pavit va Ngai
cling khong rdi xa ban. Ngai da hita nhiéu 1an, “Ta sé khong
bao gio roi xa con, ciing khong bo roi con” (x Tv 37,28; Ga 14,
16-18; Dt 13, 5). Nhung Thién Chda chua bao gid hifa “con s&€
lu6n ludn cdm thdy su hién dién clia Ta”. Qua vay, Thién Chia
thira nhan, mot doi khi Ngai 4n mat vdi ching ta (Is 45, 15).
Trong ddi ban, ¢ nhitng Iic xem ra Ngai biét vé am tin.

NGAY MUGI BON

KHI THIEN CHUA
XEM RA XA VANG

1 Philip Yancey, Reaching for the Invisible God (Grand Rapids: Zondervan,
2000), 242.
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Floyd McClung mé ta: “Mot mai thdc day, moi tAm tinh
dao difc tan bay. Ban ciu nguyén, khong gi xay ra. Ban qud
trach ma quy, khong gi thay ddi. Ban di linh thao... ban xin ngudi
khac ciu nguyén... ban xung moi tdi ma ban c6 thé trdng tugng
ra, 161 ban rdo quanh xin 18i nhitng ngudi quen biét. Ban #n
chay... vin khong gi xay ra. Ban bit dau lo ling li¢u nhitng ngay
tdm t3i thiéng liéng nay s& kéo dai dé€n bao gis. Nhicu ngay?
Nhiéu tuan? Nhiéu thang? Hay né khong bao gid chdm dit?...
trdng chirng nhu nhitng 151 cAu nguyén cda ban ddi xudng tir
tran nha. Trong ndi that vong cling cuc, ban kéu 1én, ‘Chuyén gi
x4y dén cho t6i?° ”.'2

Su that 1a khong c6 gi
truc trac véi ban! Pay la \/&”’/\
mdt mang thudng tinh
trong qua trinh thi thach
va 1am trién nd méi than
tinh cda ban vdi Thién
Chida. Moi Kit6 hitu déu @J\
trai qua it nhat mot 14n trong ddi va thudng 14 vai 1an. N6 that
dén dau va gy bdi r6i. Nhung né tuyét d6i can thiét cho sur
trdng thanh dic tin clia ban. Viéc biét dude diéu nay da dem
lai niém hy vong cho Gi6ép khi 6ng khong cAm nhén su hién dién
clia Thién Chda trong ddi minh. Ong néi, “Nay cé sang Pong,
16i sé chdng thdy Ngai, di sang Doai, ciing khéng gdp duoc. T6i
lén Bdc dé tim Ngai, ciing khong thdy, c6 xudng Nam, Ngai vin
biét tam. Qud thdt, con duong t6i di, Ngai da biét, Ngai cé dem
101 thit trong 10, t0i sé nén nhu vang tinh luyén” (G 23, 8-10).

Thién Chiia thita nhdn, mot
doi khi Ngai dn mqit
vJi chiing ta.

12 Floy McClung, Finding Friendship with God (Ann Arbor, MI: Vine Books,
1992), 186.
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Khi Thién Chia xem ra xa ving, c6 thé ban cdm thdy Ngai
gian hon ban hay tritng phat ban vi mot vai 61 16 nao dé. Qua
vay, chinh 161161 chia cét ching ta khéi tinh ban nghia thiét véi
Thién Chda. Chiing ta 1am phién 1ong Thanh Than ctia Ngai va
1am ngudi lanh tinh than véi Ngai bing su bat tuan, xung dot
v6i ngudi khac, qua ban ron, 1am ban vdéi th€ gian va cac thit 101
khac.

Nhung thudng thi cdm tudng bi Thi€n Chia bé roi va xa la
vdi Ngai khong lién quan gi dén t0i. D6 1a sy thit thach ctia long
tin - mdi ngudi déu phai d6i mit: VAy ban sé tiép tuc yéu mén,
tin tudng, vang phuc va thd phuong Thi€n Chiia ca khi khong
cam nhan s hién dién clia Ngai hay khong cAm nhan bang chitng
hién nhién vé nhitng viéc Ngai lam trong ddi ban?

Mot sai 1dm phé bién nhat ma céc Kité hitu hdm nay mic
phéi trong viéc thd phudng 1a ho di tim mot cdm nghiém hon
12 di im Thién Chia. Ho tim cdm gi4c, va néu diéu nay xay
ra, ho k&t luan 13 ho da thd phugng. That sai 1dm! Su thuc,
Thién Chida thudng cit di nhitng cAm xic dé chiing ta khong 1&
thudc vao dé. Tim ki€m cdm xic, ngay ci cdm xtic gan giii véi
Prc Kitd, cling khong phai 1a cAu nguyén.

Khi ban con 1a mét Kito 7 \/‘?/‘
hitu bé béng, Thién Chda cho . o ]
ban nhiéu tAm tinh x4c tin va MOt sai ldm phd bién nhdt
Ngai ciing thudng ddp tra ma cdc Kité hitu hom nay
nhitng 15i cAu nguyén thi€u mdc phdi trong viéc tho

trudng thanh va quy vé minh phuong la ho di tim mot

nhét - d€ ban tin Ngai hién  cdm nghiém hon 1o di tim
httu. Mot khi ban da 16n 1é€n Thién Chia.

trong didc tin, Ngai sé tuéc - JJ}\

ban khdi nhitng 1¢ thudc nay.
Thién Chida & khdp moi ndi va viéc biéu 16 sy hién dién cia
Ngai la hai chuyén hoan toan khic nhau. Mgt bén 1a su kién;
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bén kia thudng 1a cam gidc. Thi€én Chda lu6én luén hién dién ca
khi ban khdng nhan ra Ngai va su hi€n dién cia Ngai thi qua
thdm sau dé€n do khé c6 thé can do bing nhitng cdm xic thuan
tuy.

Vang, Ngai mudn ban cdm nhan sy hién dién cda Ngai.
Nhung Ngai quan tdm dén viéc ban tin Ngai hon 13 cdm nhén
dudc Ngai. Bic tin s€ lam dep 1ong Thién Chia, chd khéng
phéi nhitng cadm xuc.

Nhitng hoan cinh giing co dic tin ban nhat s& 13 nhitng
thdi khic khi ma cudc ddi ban bi xé tirng manh va Thién Chida
thi ving mit. Piéu nay da x4y dén véi Giép. Chi vén ven mot
ngay, Giép mat moi su - gia dinh, cdng viéc, sic khoé, va tat
ci nhitng gi dng c6. Piu d&€ 1am ngi 1ong nhat 1a - sudt ba
mudi bay chuong, Thién Chia khong hé hé moi!

Lam sao ban c6 thé ngdi khen khi khong hiéu nhitng gi
dang x4y dén cho minh va Thién Chda thi cAm nin? Lam sao
ban ¢6 thé giit vitng mdi twong giao trong con khing hoang khi
khong nghe va ciing khong néi duge mot 15i? Lam sao ban van
nhin 1én Pdc Gi€su khi I¢ tran mi? Ban hay lam nhirng gi
Giép da lam: “Bdy gio 6ng Gidp trbi ddy, xé do minh ra, cao
ddu, sdp minh xuéng dat, sup lay va néi: ‘Than trdn trudng sinh
ti long me, t6i sé trdé vé do ciing tran truong. Ditc Chila dd ban
cho, Ditc Chiia lai ldy di: xin chiic tung danh Pvc Chiia!”” (G
1,20-21).

Hay néi véi Thién Chia ding nhu long minh. Hay trit
1ong ban cho Thién Chda. Hay d6 cho Ngai moi tAm tu. Giép
da 1am nhu th& khi 6ng néi, “Chinh vi thé, con sé khéng ngam
miéng, con sé€ néi ra khi tdm thdn sdu ndo, sé than thé liic con
tim cay déng” (G 7, 11). Ong da ti€c x6t kéu 1én khi Thién
Chda dudng nhu xa cach: “Nhu nhitng ngay mua thu thinh vuong
khi Thién Chiia bdo vé léu t6i ¢” (G 29, 4). Thién Chia c6 thé
g3 roi nhitng nghi ngd, gian di, s¢ hai, ti€c x6t, tim 61 va
nhitng van nan cda ban.

144 SONG THEO PUNG MUC PICH



Ban ¢6 biét, thita nhan ndi vd vong clia minh truéc mit
Thién Chia ciing c6 thé 1a mot 13i tuyén xung difc tin khong?
Tin th4c vao Chiia nhung ciing lic vAn cAm thay that vong, Pavit
da viét, “Téi da tin cd khi minh da néi: ‘Oi nhuc nhd é ché!’” (Tv
116, 10). biu nay nghe that mau thuin: T6i tin Thién Chda
nhung t6i that chan ngan! Thuc ra, sy thing thin ctia Pavit biéu
16 mot 1ong tin sau sic: Thit nhat, dng tin Thién Chia. Thit hai,
Ong tin Thién Chda sé& 1dng nghe 15i 6ng nguyén ciu. Thit ba,
ong tin Thién Chia s& d€ cho 6ng néi nhitng gi 6ng cam thay va
Ngai van yéu thuong ong.

Chim chi vao Thién Chia la ai, ban tinh Ngai khong
bao giv thay ddi. Bt luan hoan cinh th& ndo, va ban cidm
thay 1am sao, hay bam chit vao ban tinh
khong bao git ddi thay ctia Thién Chua.
Hay nhi 1ong minh vé6i nhitng gi ban biét
12 ludn ludn ding noi Ngai: Ngai 13 Pang
nhén lanh, Ngai yéu thuong t6i, Ngai & véi
161, Ngai biét t6i dang trai qua nhitng gi,
Ngai san s6c tdi, va Ngai ¢6 mdt du dinh
t6t 1lanh cho cudc ddi t6i. V. Raymond
Edman néi, “Trong béng 161, dirng bao gid
nghi hodc nhirng gi Thi€én Chda da n6i véi ban trong 4nh sdng”.

Khi cudc d5i Giép d6 v3 va Thién Chia thi ling im, 6ng
vAn tim ra nhitng 1y do d€ c6 thé ngdi khen Ngai:
e Vi Ngai nhan lanh va yéu thuong (G 10, 12).
e Vi Ngai toan nang (G 42, 2; 37, 5; 37, 23).
¢ Vi Ngai quan tam dén moi chi tiét ddi tdi (G 23, 10a; 31, 4).
e Vi Ngai dang diéu khién (G 34, 13).
e Vi Ngai ¢c6 mot du dinh cho cudc doi t61 (G 23, 14).
e Vi Ngai s€ cttu t61 (G 19, 25).
Tin ring Thién Chia luén giif 16i hita. Su6t thdi gian kho

MUC PICH # 1: BAN PUCUC TAO DUNG CHO NIEM VUI CUA THIEN CHUA 145



han thiéng liéng, ban phai nhin nai tva nuong vao nhitng 151
htta ctia Chia, chd khéng nudng tua trén nhitng tinh cdm ctia
minh; dong thdi hdy y thifc Ngai dang dAn ban di vao cap do sau
thdm hon ciia trudng thanh. Bdi 1€, mot tinh ban x4y dung trén
cam tinh thi that n6ng can.

Vi thé€, dirng dé rdi tung bdi su rdi rim. Hoan canh dau c6
thé thay d6i ban tinh cia Thién Chda. An sting ctia Ngai van
luén manh mé diy tran; Ngai vin dang c6 d6 cho ban, ca khi
ban khong cdm thdy. Trong nhitng hoan cénh tim t61, Giép
van bam chat vao LJi cia Ngai. Ong néi, “Lénh méi Ngai
truyén, 16i chdng lia xa; 1oi miéng Ngai phdn, long t6i luén dp
u” (G 23, 12).

Niém tin vio LJi Thién Chida 1am cho Giép mai vitng tin
dAu khong con gi c6 ¥y nghia. Pifc tin cia 6ng van can trudng
ngay gitta dau thuong: “Ngai cé thé giét tbi, téi chdng con gi
dé hy vong, nhung trudc nhan Ngai, cdch séng ciia t6i, t61 phdi
bién ho” (G 13, 15).

Khi ban cdm thay bi bd roi nhung van tiép tuc tin cdy vao
Chia, bat chap nhitng u budn, 4y 1 ban dang thd phuong Ngai
céch sau thim nhat.

Hay nhé lai nhitng gi Thién Chita da lam cho ban. Néu
Thién Chda chua ting

Iam cho ban mot didu gi - \4&-

khdc, Ngai vdn ddng Khi ban cdam thdy bi bé roi
nhan 161 ngdi khen lién nhung vén tiép tuc tin cdy
1i sudt ddi con lai cia vao Chiia, bdt chdp nhiing gi
ban v¢ nhitng gi Pic Kitd ban cdm nhdn, dy la ban
da lam cho ban trén cay dang tho phw;o’ng Ngdi cdch
thap gid. Con Thién sdu tham nhat.

Chiia dd chét cho ban! -
Pay 1a 1y do 16n nhat d€ thd phudng.

AN
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That dang budn, chiing ta thudng quén nhitng chi tiét riing
ron cda 1& hy t€ ma Thién Chda da 1am thay cho ching ta.
Quen thudc sinh ra thd d. Trudc khi chiu déng dinh, Con Thién
Chiia da bi 16t trdn, bi ddnh dap dén ndi ngudi ta khéng con
nhan ra Ngai, chiu don vot, nhi€c ming va nhao bang, chiu
d6i mio gai va khac nhd khinh khi. Bi ling ma va nén trd
cudi bdi nhitng ké vo tAm, Ngai bi doi xit tan t& hon mot con
vat.

R&i, khi gin nhu bat tinh vi mat mau, Ngai bi budc phai
vac cay thap gia 1én mot ngon ddi d€ chiu déng dinh trén gid
gd dé, va bi bd mic cho dén chét, mdt cai chét gia hinh tii
nhuc cham chap trén thap gid. Pang khi miu séng clia Ngai
chay ra, nhitng k& chat van ding k& bén la 1én nhitng 15i 1ong
ngdn pham thudng, diéu cot trude s dau dén va thach thite 16i
Ngai tuyén bd Ngai 1a Thién Chia.

Sau d6, khi Birc Giésu da mang 14y tat ca tdi 16i cda nhan
loai vao than minh, Thi€n Chda lai quay mat khdi canh tugng
rung ron 4y, d€ Ngai phai kéu 16n tiéng trong tuyét vong tot
cing: “Lay Thién Chda t6i, Thi€n Chia t6i, sao Ngai n3 bd
con?”. Pic Giésu c6 thé tu cttu minh - nhung nhu thé thi Ngai
khong thé cifu ban.

Khéng ngdn tif ndo c¢6 thé mo ta dude cai tam tdi clia gid
phiit d6. Tai sao Thién Chda lai cho phép va cé thé chiu dugc
s d0i x& boi bac hai hiing va kinh khi€p dén th&? Tai sao nhu
vay? Vay thi, ban ciing c6 thé dugc tha khdi canh ddi ddi trong
hoa nguc va ban ciing c6 thé duge chung phan trong vinh quang
clia Ngai ddi doi. Thanh Phaold néi, “Ddng chdng hé biét toi
la gi, thi Thién Chiia dd bién Ngai thanh hién thdn ciia toi 16i vi
chiing ta, dé lam cho chiing ta nén céng chinh trong Ngai” (2Cr
5,21).

birc Giésu da tir bd moi su d€ ban ¢6 dudc moi su. Ngai
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da chét d€ ban c6 thé séng mudn ddi. Chi ngdn dy thodi ciing
dédng cho ban ta dn va ngdgi khen li€n 1i. Vay, dirng bao gid
thdc méc 13 ban phai ta on v€ diéu gi!

NGAY MUGOI BON
NGHI VE MUC PICH POI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tw: Thién Chia cé that, khong
thanh van d¢é t6i nghi thé nao.

Mt cdu Kinh Thdnh dé nhé: “Vi Thién Chiia da
phdn: ‘Ta sé khéng bé roi nguoi, Ta sé khéng ruéng bé
nguoi!’” (Dt 13, 5b).

M@t cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: Lam sao t6i c6
thé y thitc luén mai sy hién dién ctia Thién Chda,
d#c biét khi 161 cdm thay Ngai xa cach?

N ) ~sL
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MUC PICH # 2

BAN DUOC TAO DUNG
Pk SONG TRONG GIA PiNH
CUA THIEN CHUA

“Thdy la cdy nho, anh em la canh”
(Ga 15,)5).

“Chiing ta ciing vay:
tuy nhiéu nhung chi la mét thdan thé trong Diic Kito,
méi nguoi lién ddi véi nhitng nguoi khdc
nhu nhitng b phan ciia mot than thé”
(Rm 12, 5).

149



150 SONG THEO PUNG MUC DICH



PUGC TAO DUNG PE SONG
TRONG GIA PINH CUA THIEN CHUA

“Qud thé, Thién Chiia la nguén géc
va cung dich moi loai,
chinh vi muén dua muén van con cdi dén vinh quang...”
(Dt 2, 10a).

“Anh em hdy xem Chiia Cha yéu chiing ta duong nao:
Ngai yéu dén ndi cho chiing ta duoc goi la
con Thién Chiia,
ma thuc su chiing ta la con Thién Chiia”
(1Ga 3, 1).

Ban dudc tao dung d€ song trong gia dinh ctia Thién Chuia.

Thién Chia thich ddi s6ng gia dinh va Ngai tao dung ban
dé€ ban 12 mot thanh vién trong d6. Pay 1a muc dich thit hai
danh cho ddi ban ma Thién Chida da hoach dinh truGe khi ban
dudc sinh ra. Toan by Kinh Thanh 1a cau chuyén Thién Chia
x4y dung mdt gia dinh gdm tat ca nhitng ai yéu mén Ngai, ton
vinh Ngai, va thong tri véi Ngai mai mai. Thanh Phaold ndi,
“Theo ¥ muén va long nhdn di ciia Ngai, Ngai da tién dinh cho
ta lam nghia tit nho Diic Giésu Kito” (Ep 1, 5).

Bd&i Thién Chda 1a tinh yéu nén Ngai quy trong nhing
mdi tinh than. Chinh ban tinh Ngai 1 thong hiép va Ngai ding
nhitng khai niém gia dinh d€ néi vé chinh minh: Cha, Con va
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Thénh Than. Ba Ngdi 12 m6i quan hé clia Thién Chia véi
chinh Ngai. P6 1a khuoén miu hoan hio cho sy hai hoa trong
moi quan hé ma tir d6 chiing ta cAn hoc hdi.

Thién Chida lu6n hién hitu trong tuong quan yéu thudng
v4i chinh minh nén Ngai khdng bao gid don doc. Ngai khong
can c6 mot gia dinh - nhung lai ao udc ¢6 mot gia dinh, nén
Ngai nhdm tao dung chiing ta, dem chiing ta vao trong gia dinh
clia Ngai va chia sé cho chiing ta tit ca nhitng gi Ngai c6. Piéu
nay dem lai cho Thién Chida niém vui 16n lao. Kinh Thanh néi,
“Ngai dd twy dimg Loi chan Iy ma sinh ra chiing ta, dé chiing ta
nén nhu ciia dau miia trong cdc tho tao ciia Ngai” (Ge 1, 18).

Khi dat niém tin vao Pic Kitd, ching ta biét Thién Chia
la Cha, chiing ta l1a con céi cia Ngai, nhitng ngudi cing tin
khac 1a anh em, chi em va H6i Thanh Ia gia
dinh thi€ng liéng cia chiing ta. Gia dinh Thién
Chda gdm moi ké tin trong quéa khit, & hién tai
va ca tuong lai.

MJi con ngudi déu duge Thién Chda tao
dung, nhung khong phai ai ciing 1a con clia Ngai.
Céch duy nhat d€ gia nhap gia dinh Thién Chia
1a dudc tai sinh trong d6. Ban da tr§ nén thanh
vién gia dinh nhan loai bing viéc sinh ra lan
th nhat, nhung d€ 13 thanh vién cia gia dinh Thién Chia, ban
phai dudc sinh ra 1an thit hai. Thién Chda, “Do luwong hdi ha,
Ngai cho chiing ta duoc tdi sinh d& nhdn lanh niém hy vong
soéng dong, nho Ditc Giésu Kité da tir c6i chét séng lai” (1Pr 1,
3b); “Phdn anh em, anh em dd khong lanh nhdn Thdn Khi khién
anh em tré thanh né 1é va phdi sg sét nhuw xuwa, nhung la Than
Khi lam cho anh em nén nghia tit, nho do chiing ta dugc kéu
lén: “Abba! Cha oi!” (Rm 8, 15-16).

[.Ji mdi goi tr§ nén thanh vién cla gia dinh Thién Chda
thi danh cho moi ngudi, nhung véi mét diu kién: tin vao Prc
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Giésu. Thanh Phaold néi, “That vay, nho dic tin, tdt cd anh em
la con cdi Thién Chia trong Duc Giésu Kito” (Gl 3, 26).

Gia dinh thiéng li€éng cia ban thdm chi cOn quan trong
g&p bdi so vdi gia dinh thé Iy bdi n6 sé vitng bén mai mai. Gia
dinh chiing ta trén trin gian 13 qua ting tuyét vdi dén tr Thién
Chia, nhung that tam bgd va dé tan v3, thudng bi gay dé bdi ly
di, xa cach, tudi gia va cai chét khong thé tranh dudc. Nguge
lai, gia dinh thiéng liéng clia ching ta - m6i hiép thong véi
nhitng anh chi em khéc trong dic tin - s& tiép tuc ton tai cho
dén doi doi. P6 1a su hdp nhat manh mé hon, mot lién két bén
vitng hon, hon c& nhitng lién hé huyét nhuc. Bat cd khi ndo
thanh Phaold dirng lai d€ néi dén muc dich d5i d5i cia Thién
Chtia danh cho hét thdy chiing ta, ngai cling thudng cat 151 ca
ngdi: “Vi ly do dé, t6i quy géi truéc mdt Chiia Cha, la ngudn
goc moi gia toc trén troi dudi dat. Téi nguyén xin Chiia Cha,
thé theo su phong phii ciia Ngai, ban cho anh em duoc ciing cé
manh mé nho Than Khi ciia Ngai, dé con nguoi ndi tdm noi anh
em dugc viing vang” (Ep 3, 14-15).

{CH LGOI KHI G TRONG GIA PINH THIEN CHUA

Lic ban dudc sinh ra cich thi€ng li€ng trong gia dinh Thién
Chida, ban nhan dudc nhitng mén qua sinh nhat ddy bat ngd:
tén cia gia dinh, nhitng dic diém gidng vdi gia dinh, nhing
dac an cia gia dinh, quyén duoc
lién lac mat thiét véi gia dinh

va c4 gia (ai nia! Kinh Thénh \{&->
néi, “Ma da la con thi ciing la Gia dinh thiéng liéng
nguoi thita ké, nho Thién Chia” ctia ban thdm chi con

(Gl 4, 7b). quan trong gap boi so vdi
Tan Udc nhdn manh dén gia dinh thé Iy \bor"i no sé

“di san” phong phd ctia chiing viing bén

ta. Tan USc néi véi ching ta - JJ}\

rang, “Thién Chiia ciia to1 sé
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thod man moi nhu cdu ciia anh em mot
cdch tuyét voi, theo sw giau sang cia
DI{,(-ngAO DUNG Ngai trong Duc Kité Giésu” (P14, 19).
DE SONG TRONG La con cédi Thién Chda, ching ta ciing
GIA DINH CUA dudc chia sé gia tai trong gia dinh Ngai.
THIEN CHUA : R
Nay trén tran gian, ching ta dugc “su
phong phii ciia dn siing... long nhdn hdu...
khoan dung... dai lugng... vinh quang... giau cé... khén ngoan...
manh mé... va long thuong xot rdt muc yéu mén cia Ngai” (Ep
1,7;Rm2,4;9,23; 11, 33; Ep 3, 16; 2, 4). Nhung trong cdi di
ddi, chiing ta sé thira hudng nhiéu hon g4p boi.

Thanh Phaol6 néi, “Xin Ngai soi long md tri cho anh em
thdy r6..., ddu la gia nghiép vinh quang phong phii anh em dugc
chia sé cung ddn thdanh” (Ep 1, 18b). Di san 4y gdm nhitng gi?
Truée hét, ching ta sé duge & véi Thién Chia mai mai (1Tx
5, 10; 4, 7). Tht hai, ching ta dudc bién ddi hoan toan dé
nén giéng Pic Kité (1Ga 3, 2; 2Cr 3, 18). Thit ba, chiing ta
s& dudc giai thoat khdi moi khé dau, chét chéc, khon ciing (Kh
21, 4). Thit tu, chiing ta sé dugc ban thudng va tii bd nhiém
nhiing st vu méi (Mc 9, 41; 10, 30; 1Cr 3, 8; Dt 10, 35; Mt 15,
21.23). Thit nam, chiing ta dudc dv phan trong vinh quang ciia
bic Kitd. Mot di san 16n lao biét bao! Ban gidu c6 hon ban
tudng.

Kinh Thanh néi, “Dé dugc hudng gia tai khéng thé hu hoai,
khong thé vdn duc va tan phai. Gia tai nay danh & trén troi cho
anh em” (1Pr 1, 4). Nghia 1a di san doi ddi cia ban thi v6 gia,
tinh rong, bén vitng va bao dam. Khong ai ¢6 thé cudp né khdi
ban; né ciing khong bi huy hoai bdi chi€n tranh, bdi nén kinh
t&€ nghe¢o déi hay bdi nhitng thAm hoa thién nhién. Di sin doi
ddi nay 1a diéu ban phai nd luc huéng dén, chtt khong phai 1a
hudng dén tudi nghi huu. Thanh Phaold néi, “Badt cit lam viéc
gi, hdy lam tdn tém nhu thé lam cho Chiia, chit khong phdi cho

NGAY MUOI LAM
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nguoi doi, vi biét rang anh em sé nhdan dwoc phan thudng Chiia
ban, la gia nghi¢p danh cho ddn Ngai” (Cl 3, 23-24a). Pudc
huu dudng chi 132 mot muc tiéu thién can. Ban phai song trong
anh sang cia cdi doi doi.

PHEP RUA TOI: XAC NHAN BAN
G TRONG GIA DINH THIEEN CHUA

Nhitng gia dinh bé th€ ¢ niém tu hao gia toc; cac thanh
vién khéng hd then 1a thanh phan ciia gia dinh. Budn thay, t6i
tirng gép nhiéu tin hitu khéng bao gi cong khai nhan minh 1a
thanh phan cla gia dinh Thién Chida nhu Pic Giésu doi hdi -
bing viéc lanh nhan Phép Rita tdi.

Phép Rita khong phaila mot nghi thirc ¢6 cling dudc, khong
cling dudgc dé rdi trl hoan hoic hen ray, hen mai. Phép Rira
x4c nhan ban 1a thanh phan clia gia dinh Thién Chida. N6 c¢dng
khai tuyén b6 vdi thé gidi ring, “T6i khong hé then 1a thanh
phan cia gia dinh Thién Chda”. Vay, ban da dudc rita ti
chwa? Pic Giésu doi budc hanh vi dep d€ nay & tat cd moi
ngudi trong gia dinh Ngai. Ngai n61 véi ching ta, “Vdy anh
em hday di va lam cho mudn ddn trd thanh mén dé, lam phép
ritka cho ho nhdn danh Chila Cha, Chita Con va Chia Thdnh
Thdn” (Mt 28, 19).

Trong nhiéu nam, t6i tv hdi, tai sao trong St Vu Cao Ca
clia Pic Giésu trao, Phép Rifa ciing ndi bat ngang hang véi
trach vu 16n lao loan bdo Tin Ming va giang day? Tai sao
Phép Rira lai quan trong dén th&? R4i t6i nhan ra ring, sd di
nhu vy 13 vi Phép Rita bi€u thi muc dich thtt hai ctia Thién
Chida danh cho d5i ban: du phan vio mdi thong hiép gia dinh
doi doi cia Ngai.

Phép Rira cuu mang nhiu y nghia. Phép Rita tuyén xung
dic tin cia ban, chia sé viéc cing chiu mai tdng va phuc sinh
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cia Pitc Kitd, twong trung cho su chét di cude ddi ¢l va
loan b4o cudc s6ng mdi cia ban trong Ngai. P6 cing 1a
ngay hy hoan khi ban dugc k€t 1ién vao gia dinh Thién Chia.

Phép Rita ciia ban 1a hinh anh hitu hinh n6i 1€én mot chan
1y v6 hinh. N6 tugng trung cho nhitng gi xay ra vao chinh lic
Thién Chia mang ban vao gia dinh Ngai: “Thdt thé, tdt cd
chiing ta, ddu la Do Thdi hay Hy Lap, né 1é hay tu do, chiing ta
déu da chiu phép rita trong cing mot Than Khi dé tré nén mot
than thé. T4t cd chiing ta dd duoc ddy tran mot Than Khi duy
nhdt” (1Cr 12, 13).

Phép Rita khong lam cho ban trd nén thanh vién gia dinh
Thién Chda, duy chi niém tin vao Pic Kité mdi thuc hién
diéu d6. Nhung Phép Rita chitng t6 ban 1a thanh phan cda gia
dinh Ngai.

Nhu mdt nhin cudi, Phép Rita 1a bdo chitng hitu hinh
nhic nhd sy cam két bén trong dugc ghi khic ndi tAm hdn
ban. PS 1a mdt hanh vi ddn thdn, khdng phdi 14 mot cdi gi
1an I¥a ddi cho dén khi ban trudng thanh trén dudng thiéng
liéng. Piéu kién duy nhat 12 ban phéi tin (Cv 2, 41; 8, 12-13,
35-38).

Trong Tan Udc, ngudi ta chiu Phép Rira ngay khi ho tin.
Vo L& Ngii Tuan, 3.000 ngudi lanh nhan Phép Rita cing mot
ngay khi ho tin nhan Pic Kit6. 0 chd khac, mot thd lanh ngudi
Ethiépi da chiu Phép Rita ngay khi 6ng vira trg lai, Phaold va
Sila da rtra cho vién cai nguc thanh Philipph€ va gia dinh 6ng
lic nmita dém. Khong mot Phép Rira nao phai tri hoan trong
Tan Udc. Néu ban chua lanh nhan Phép Rita d€ bay t3 niém
tin cda minh vao Pic Kitd, ban hay 1anh nhin cang sém cang
t6t nhu Pitc Giésu doi héi.
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PAC AN LGN NHAT CUA CUOC POT

Kinh Théanh néi, “Thdt vay, Ddng Thdnh Hod la Pitc Giésu,
va nhitng ai dugc thdnh hod déu do mot ngudn goc, vi thé, Ngai
dd khéng ho then khi goi ho la anh em” (Dt 2, 11). Ban hay dé
chan 1y ky diéu d6 ldng siu trong ban. Ban 12 mot thanh vién
cla gia dinh Thién Chda, va b3i Bidc Giésu da 1am cho ban nén
thanh, nén Thién Chia tu hao v€ ban! Nhitng 15i sau day cia
Pitc Giésu khong hé nham
1An: “Réi Ngai gio tay chi \,ﬂ/}“
cdc mon dé¢ va ndi: ‘Ddy la  Dugc gia nhdp vao gia dinh
me 101, ddy la anh em t61. Vi Thién Chiia la vinh di l6n nhdt,
pham ai thi hanh Y mudn ciia  cing la dic an cao cd nhdt ma
Cha t01i, Dd;’lg ngu trén troi, ban chuwa t]f[‘ng nhdn duoc.
nguoi dy la anh chi em 161,
la me t6i°” (Mt 12, 49-50). J‘?j\

Pudc gia nhap vao gia dinh

Thién Chda la vinh dv 16n nh4t, cling 1a déc 4n cao ¢4 nhat ma
ban chua titng nhan dudge. Khong gi ¢6 thé sanh bing. Bat aif khi
nio ban cdm thdy minh khong ra gi, ching ai thém d€ y t6i, sao
ma bap bénh, hay nhd, ban dang thudc vé ai!
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NGAY MUOI LAM
NGHI VE MUC PICH POI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tw: Toi duge tao dung d€ song
trong gia dinh ctia Thién Chua.

Mot cau Kinh Thdanh dé nhé: “Theo ¥ dinh va
long nhén di ciia Ngai, Ngai da tién dinh cho ta lam
nghia tit nho Diic Giésu Kito” (Ep 1, 5).

Mot cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: 1.Am sao 6i c6
thé bt diu cu xtt v6i nhitng anh chi em ciling tin khac
nhu nhitng thanh vién trong gia dinh riéng cda t6i?

— /f«*}i’
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PIKU HE. TRONG NHAT

“Gid nhu t6i c6 dem hét gia tai co nghiép ma bé' thi,
hay nop cd thdan xdc t6i dé chiu thiéu dét,
ma khéng c6 ditc mén, thi ciing chdng ich gi cho t6i”
(1Cr 13, 3).

“Yéu thuong la séng theo cdc diéu ran ciia Thién Chia.
Nhu anh em da duoc nghe tir liic khdi ddu,
diéu rdn nay la: anh em phdi séng trong tinh thuong”
(2Ga 1, 6).

Cudc song, tat ca chi 1a yéu thuong.

Vi Thién Chia 12 tinh yéu, nén bai hoc quan trong nhAt
Ngai mudn ban hoc trén trdi dat ndy 1a hoc yéu thudng.
Chinh trong yéu thuong ma ching ta nén giéng Thién Chia
hon cd; vi thé, yéu thuong 13 nén tdng moi ménh Iénh Ngai
ban: “Vi tdt cd Lé Ludt dugc nén tron trong diéu ran duy nhdt
nay la: Nguoi phdi yéu nguoi thdn cdn nhu chinh minh” (Gl 5,
14).

Hoc bi€t quang dai yéu thuong 1a diCu khong d&. N6 trai
ngude vdi ban tinh tr quy vé minh ndi ching ta. S 12 1y do tai
sao chiing ta danh cad mot d5i d€ hoc yéu thudng. Pa hén Thién
Chtia mudn chiing ta yéu thuong moi ngudi, nhung Ngai ddc
biét Tvu y chiing ta hoc bi€t yéu thudng nhitng ngudi trong gia
dinh Ngai. Nhv chiing ta vira thdy, ddy 1a muc dich thi¢ hai
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danh cho ddi ban. Thanh Phér6 néi véi
NGAY MUGI sAu  chung ta, “Hdy ton trong moi nguoi, hdy
yéu thuong anh em” (1Pr 2, 17a). Thanh

PIEU o e
. Phaol6 cling 1dy lai tdm tinh nay: “Vay

HE TRONG A N N , ~ 7
T bao ldu con thoi gio, chiing ta hdy lam
NHAT

diéu thién cho moi nguoi, nhdt la cho
nhitng anh em trong cung dai gia dinh diic
tin” (G1 6, 10).

Tai sao Thi€n Chida nai ni chiing ta yéu thuong va luu tAim
dac biét d&n nhitng anh chi em ¢6 chung niém tin nhu thé? Tai
sao phai wu tién yéu thuong ho? B3i Thién Chda mudn gia
dinh Ngai dugc nhan biét vi tinh yéu hon vi bat et diéu gi
khac. bdc Gi€su ndi, chinh viéc chiing ta yéu thuong nhau -
chit khong phai nhitng tin diéu - 14 chitng tif manh mé& nh4t cho
th¢ gian. Ngai n6i, “Moi nguoi sé nhdn biét anh em la moén dé
ciia Thdy & diém nay: la anh em c6 long yéu thuong nhau” (Ga
13, 35).

Trén thién dang, ching ta s& vui s6ng trong nha Thién
Chiia mai mai, nhung trudc ti€n, ¢6 nhitng viéc khé khan phai
lam trén trai d4t nay nhim chuin bi chinh minh cho c6i ddi
ddi yéu thuong mai ngay. Thién Chida rén luyén chiing ta bing
viéc trao cho chiing ta “nhitng trich nhiém gia dinh”, va dicu
trudc nhat cia nhitng trdch nhiém nay 1a tap yéu thuong.

Pé c¢6 thé phat trién k§ ning yéu thudng, Thién Chia
mudn ban thudng xuyén gin giii vdi nhitng anh chi em tin hitu
khac. Yéu thuong khong th€ hoc mdt minh. Ban phai chung
dung véi nhitng ngudi khic - nhitng ngudi khé chiu, bt toan
va gdy buc tifc. Qua cdc mdi twong giao, ching ta hoc dudc ba
chan 1y quan trong nay.

CACHSONG HAY NHAT LA Y{U THUONG
Yéu thuong phai 12 vu tién hang dau, 12 muc tiéu s6 mot
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va cling 12 vdc mong cao c nhat cda ban. Yéu thudng khong
phai 13 mot phan 6 clia cudce song, nhung 14 phan quan trong
nhdt cia cudc sdng. Kinh Thanh néi, “Anh em hdy cé dat cho
ditge dite mén” (1Cr 14, 1a).

Sé khong di khi néi, “Mot trong nhitng diéu t6i mudn trong
cudc ddi 1a séng yéu thuong”, nhu thé né ndim trong danh sach
mudi viéc hang ddu cda ban. Mdi twong  thdn tuwong 4i
phai dat cao hon moi thd khéac trong cude
doi. Tai sao?

Song khéng yéu thuong thi khong
dang séng. V& diém nay, thanh Phaol6
néi, “Gid nhu téi cé dem hét gia tai co
nghiép ma bé thi, hay ndp cd than xdc téi
dé chiu thiéu dét, ma khéng cd ditc mén
thi ciing chdng ich gi cho t6i” (1Cr 13, 3).

Ching ta thudng hanh dong nhu thé
céc méi twong quan 13 mdt cai gi dugc gan
ép vao chuong trinh séng. Ching ta néi dén viéc tim gis cho
con céi, kiém gid cho nhitng ngudi khac. Piéu d6 dua dén cdm
twdng cdc mdi tuong quan chi 12 mdt phan cude séng cliing véi
nhiéu bdn phan khac. Nhung Thién Chiia néi, cdc mdi tudng
quan la t4t ¢4 cudc song.

Trong Mudi Piéu Rin, bén diéu néi dén twong quan vdi
Thién Chia, sdu diCu con lai néi dé€n wong quan vdi nhitng
ngudi khac. Vay 1a ca mudi diéu cling néi dén cic mdi tuong
quan! V& sau, Pitc Giésu tém tit nhitng gi hé trong nhat déi
véi Thién Chida trong mot cAu: mén Chia yéu ngudi. Ngai
n6i, “Nguoi phdi yéu mén Dicc Chiia, Thién Chia clia nguoi,
hét long, hét linh hon va hét tri khon nguoi. D6 la diéu rdn
quan trong nhdt va diéu rdn thit nhdt. Con diéu rdn thit hai,
ciing giong diéu ran &Yy, la: nguoi phdi yéu nguoi thdn cdan nhu
chinh minh. Tat cd Ludt Méisen va cdc sdch ngén sit déu tuy
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thudc vao hai diéu ran dy” (Mt 22, 37-40). Sau khi hoc biét yéu
mén Thién Chia (thd phugng), thi hoc biét yéu thudng nhitng
ngudi khac 1a muc dich thi hai cliia cudc ddi ban.

Chinh cic mdi tuwong quan, chit khong phai nhitng thanh
dat hay nhiéu cla cai 1a diu quan trong nhat trong cudc doi.
Vay tai sao chiing ta lai xem nhe cdc mdi twong quan? Khi lich
1am viéc trd nén qua tai, ching ta bit ddu cit bSt cdc mbi
tuong giao, xén bdt thdi gid, gidm bdt stc luc cling nhu su 4n
cAn ma cic mdi quan hé yéu thuong doi héi. Piu quan trong
nhat d61 v6i Thién Chia nay bi thay thé bdi nhitng t4t bat cla
cudc song.

Ban ron 12 ké thu 16n cda cac mdi twong quan. Chiing ta
tré nén qua ban ron véi viée ki€m séng, 1am
vi€c, thanh todn cac hod don, hoan thanh
cdac muc dich nhu thé ching 13 trong tdm
cudc s6ng. Khong phai thé. Trong tAm cudc
song 12 hoc biét kinh mén Thién Chda va
yéu thuong con ngudi. Cudc séng néu trvr di
tinh yéu chi con 14 con s6 khong.

Tinh yéu s& ton tai mai. Mot Iy do khac
ma Chia day ching ta phai vu ti€n dat y€u
thuong 1én hang dau 12 vi né thudc vé vinh
ctu. “Hién nay ditc tin, ditc cdy, dicc mén, cd ba déu ton tai,
nhiung cao trong hon cd la ditc mén” (1Cr 13, 13).

Yéu thuong d€ lai mot di san. Céch ban d6i xit véi nhitng
ngudi khac 1 tdc dong bén vitng nhat ban sé dé lai cho dsi
chit khong phai 1a sy giau ¢6 hay nhitng thanh qua. Me¢ Téréxa
né6i, “Khéng phai nhitng gi ban 1am 1a quan trong, nhung quan
trong la ban da dat bao nhiéu tinh yéu vao trong d6”. Yéu
thuong chinh 14 bi mat cia mot di san trudng ton.

T6i da tirng c¢6 mat bén giudng cda nhi¢u ngudi hdp hai,
khi ho ddng trudc ranh gidi clia vinh ciu, tdi chura bao gid nghe
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ai trong ho néi, “Mang cho t6i nhitng vin biang! T6i mudn nhin
th4y ching mot 14n nita. Pua téi xem nhitng phan thudng, nhitng
huan chuong hay chiéc ddng hd vang ma tdi dudc ting”. Khi
cudc song trén tran gian sip két thiic, ngudi ta khong dit quanh
minh nhitng vat nay vat no. Nhitng gi chiing ta mudn vay quanh
minh chinh la nhitng con ngudi - nhitrng ngudi ma ching ta yéu
thuong, nhirng ngudi ching ta ¢6 quan hé.

V3o phit cudi di minh, tat ci chiing ta sé nhan ra ring,
cdc mdi twong quan chinh 13 tAt ci cudc sdng. SE rat khon
ngoan khi bi€t sém su that dé hon 1a khi d4 mudn. Ping doi
dén ldc sdp chét méi thdy khong gi quan trong hon diéu dé.

Chiing ta sé& dugc xét xi vé tinh yéu. Ly do thi ba dé
bi€n viéc hoc biét yéu thuong thanh muc dich ddi ban 12 chiing
ta sé dugc danh gi4 trong coi ddi dSi bing chinh yéu thuong.
Mot trong nhitng cach Thi€n Chida do ludng sy trudng thanh
thiéng liéng cia ban 13 xem coi phdm chat cdc mdi tudng quan
clia ban. Trén thién dang Ngai sé khong bao, “N6i cho Ta biét
nghé nghiép ciia con, tai khoan trong ngén hang ciia con, sd
thich cia con”. Thay vao dé,

Ngai s€ xét xem cach ban W\

cu XU v4i ngudi khéc, cach

riéng nhing ngudi ting Cdc méi tuong quan chinh
thi¢u: “Ta bdo thdt cdc la tdt cd cudc soéng.

nguoi: mdi ldn cdc nguoi . ﬁ\r

lam nhuw thé’ cho mét trong
nhitng anh em bé nhd nhdt ciia Ta ddy, la cdc nguoi da lam cho
chinh Ta vay” (Mt 25, 40).

Khi budc vao cbi ddi ddi, ban sé d€ lai moi thif. Nhitng gi
ban mang theo la chinh con ngudi clia ban. B6 1a 1y do tai sao
Kinh Thanh néi, “Qud that, trong Puc Giésu Kitd, cdt bi hay
khéng cdt bi déu khéng cé gid tri, chi cé diic tin hanh dong nho
dicc di” (Gl 5, 6).
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Biét dugc diéu nay, t6i d& nghi ban mdi sang thic day,
hay quy g6i hay ngdi canh giudng minh va dang 15i nguyén
nay: “Lay Chda, ngady hom nay con ¢6 1am dugc di€u gi khac
hay khong, con ciing mudn danh thdi gidy d€ yéu mén Chiia va
yéu thudng anh em - vi d6 1a tat ci cudc séng. Con khong
mudn d€ phi ngay hom nay”. Tai sao Thién Chda lai phai ban
cho ban m6t ngay mdi d€ réi ban sé& lang phi né?

BIEU HIEN RO NHAT CUA YRU THUONG
LA THOI GIO

TAm quan trong cia cng viéc cé thé duge do bing thdi
gid ching ta ddu tv vao ching. Cang
danh thdi gid cho mét viéc, ban cang
cho thdy tdm quan trong va gid tri cla
né ddi véi ban. Néu mudn biét wu tién
clia mdt ngudi, chi cin nhin cich ho diing
thdi gid.

Thoi gid 12 qua ting quy nhAt clia ban
vi ban chi ¢6 moét thdi lugng nao d6. Ban
¢6 thé 1am ra tién nhiéu hon, nhung ban
khong thé 1am ra thém thdi gid. Khi cho
ai thdi gid, ban dang cho ho mot phan cudc s6ng clia ban, diéu
ma ban khéng thé 14y lai. Thi gi cia ban 1a chinh cudc séng
cda ban. P6 12 1y do tai sao qua ting 16n nhat ban ¢6 thé trao
cho mdt ngudi chinh 1a thdi gid.

Sé khong dui néu chi ndi cic mdi twong quan 12 quan trong;
chiing ta phai ching té diéu dé bing viéc dau tu thdi gis
vao ching. Chi néi sudng thi ching ich gi. “Hdi anh em la
nhitng nguoi con bé nhd, chiing ta dirng yéu thuong noi ddu
moi chdt ludi, nhung phdi yéu thuong cdch chdn thdt va bdng
viéc lam” (1Ga 3, 18). Cdc mdéi twong quan doi hdi thoi gid
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va nd luc. Cach ding nhat d€ danh van chit yéu thuong 1a
“T-H-O-1 -G-1-G”.

C6t 161 tinh yéu
khong 12 nhitng gi ching \/‘?f‘
ta suy I}ghi, thuc hi€n hay Qua tdng 16n nhdt ban
cung cap cho ngudi khéc -
nhung la ching ta cho di
bao nhiéu chinh bdn than.
Cdch riéng, dan éng - "4'/’\
thudng khéng hifu diéu
nay. Nhiéu ngudi néi véi
t6i, “T6i khong hi€u dude vdg con. Tdi cung cAp dit thi ho can.
Ho doi hdi gi ndi t6i nita day?”. Ho cin ban! Pdi mit clia ban,
doi tai clia ban, thdi gid clia ban, su 4n cAn cda ban, su hién
di€n ctia ban, su quan tAm ctia ban - thdi gig cia ban d6! Khdng
gi ¢6 thé thay th& né.

c6 thé trao cho mot nguoi

chinh la thoi gio ciia ban.

Qua ting dugc yéu thich nhat cia tinh yéu khong 13 kim
cudng, nhitng canh hdng hay keo socola, nhung 14 su dn cdn
quan tdm. Tinh yéu 4n cin quan tAm quy huéng v& ngudi khac
cach manh mé dén ndi ldc d6 ban quén di ban than. Su 4n cin
néi ring, “Ban that quy gi4d d€ t6i ting ban tai sin quy nhat
clia tdi - d6 1a thdi gid clia t61”. Bat ¢t khi nao ban cho di thoi
gid, 1a ban dang hy sinh, ma hy sinh 14 ¢6t 16i cia tinh yéu.
Pitc Giésu da néu guong diéu nay: “Hdy séng trong tinh bdc di
nhw Divc Kité da yéu thuong chiing ta, va vi ching ta, da tw nop
minh lam hién 18, lam hy 1é ddang lén Thién Chia twa huong
thom ngao ngat” (Ep 5, 2).

Ban c6 thé cho di ma khéng yéu thuong, nhung ban khong
thé yéu thuong ma khong cho di. “Thién Chiia yéu thé gian dén
néi da ban Con Mét...” (Ga 3, 16). Yéu thudng nghia 1a cho di
- nhugng di nhitng gi minh yéu thich, nhitng nd luc, muc tiéu,
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an toan, tién bac, ning luc hoac thdi gid cho 1di ich clda ngudi
khac.

THOI PIEM TOT NHAT PE YEU THUONG LA
NGAY BAY GIO

Mot dbi khi, su chan chir 13 cAu tra 15i bao chita cho mot
viéc khong dang. Nhung yéu thuong 1a nhitng gi chinh déng
nhat, nén nd phai la vu tién s6 mot. Kinh Thanh nhan manh
diéu nay nhiéu 1an, “Vay bao ldu con thoi gio, chiing ta hdy
lam diéu thién cho moi nguoi, nhdt la cho nhitng anh em trong
cung dai gia dinh ditc tin” (Gl 6, 10); “Hay Iuén cam khién
moc la ditc tin” (Ep 5, 16a); “Khi c6 thé, con dimg tix chéi lam
diéu lanh cho ai ddng dwoc hudng” (Cn
3,27).

Vay tai sao ngay bay gid la thdi
diém t6t nhat d€ bay té yéu thuong? Bai
vi ban khong biét bao 14u nita ban con
¢6 cd hoi. Hoan canh thay ddi; ngudi
chét ké di; tré thd khon 16n. Ban khong
nim chic ngay mai. Néu mudn bay t4
yéu thuong, t6t nhat ban hay thuc hién
ngay bay gid.

Biét ring ngay kia ban s€ ditng truéc nhan thanh Chda, &
day c6 vai cAu hdi ban cin suy nghi: Ban s& giai thich 1am sao
vGi nhitng khodng thdi gian khi ma nhitng hoach dinh va cong
viéc clia ban da trd nén quan trong hon so v4i nhitng con ngudi?
Ban cin bit dau danh thdi gid cho ai nhiéu hon? Ban can cit
bdt diéu gi trong thdi dung biéu d€ thuc hién diéu d6? Ban can
phai hy sinh diéu gi nhat?

Céch s6ng t6t nhat 1a yéu thuong. Biéu hién 16 nhat clia
yéu thuong 12 thdi gid. Thdi di€m t6t nhat d€ yéu thuong 1a
ngay bay gid.
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NGAY MUGI SAU
NGHI Vi MUC PICH POI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tu: Cudc song, tat ca chi 1a yéu
thuong.

Mét cdu Kinh Thdnh dé nhé: “Vi tdt cd Lé Ludt
duwoc nén tron trong diéu rdn duy nhdt nay la: Nguoi
phdi yéu nguoi than cdn nhu chinh minh” (Gl 5, 14).

MGt cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: Céch thanh that,
c4dc mdi tinh than ¢é phai 1a vu tién sd mot cia 161
i khong? Lam sao t6i ¢6 thé bdo ddm nhu thé?

—~l
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GIA PINH THIEN CHUA

“Anh em la nguoi dong huong
VJi cdc nguoi thuoc dan thdnh,
va la nguoi nha cia Thién Chiia”

(Ep 2, 19b).

“Thu nay sé cho anh biét
phdi dn & thé nao trong nha ciia Thién Chiia,
tiec la Hoi Thdnh ciia Thién Chiia hdng song,
cot tru va diém twa ciia chdn ly”
(1Tm 3, 15b).

Ban dudc kéu goi d€ thudc vé, khdng chi dé€ tin.

Ngay trong méi trudng Pia Pang hoan hdo, chua vudng
101, Thién Chda da néi, “Con nguoi & moét minh thi khéng t6t”
(St 2, 18a). Chiing ta dudc tao dung dé€ séng cong doan, sdng
tuong giao, d€ 1am thanh mot gia dinh va khong ai trong ching
ta ¢6 th€ t minh hoan t4t nhitng muc dich cia Thién Chda.

Kinh Thanh khong hé néi dén cac vi thanh s6ng mot minh
hodc céc vi 4n tu dao difc tach biét khéi nhitng tin hitu va xa
151 dJi s6ng twong giao véi ngudi khac. Kinh Thanh néi, ching
ta dudc ddt chung vdi nhau, lién két véi nhau, cing nhau xdy
dung, thanh phdn ciia nhau, cing dong thita ké, dn khdp véi
nhau, hé tro nhau va sé cung duoc cdt lén troi véi nhau (1Cr 12,
12;Ep2,21.22;3,6;4,16;C12,19; 1Tx 4, 17). Ban kh6ng con
1¢ loi.
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Trong khi twdng giao ciia ban véi Puc Kité mang tinh
c4 nhan, thi Thién Chida vin khéng bao gid ¢ y dinh cho
né mang tinh riéng 1&. Trong gia dinh Thién Chia, ban dudgc
lién k&t véi moi tin hitu khdc, va chiing ta sé doi doi thudc
vé nhau. Kinh Thénh néi, “Chiing ta ciing vdy: tuy nhiéu
nhung chi la mot than thé trong Ditc Kité, mdi nguoi lién déi
Vi nhitng nguoi khdc nhw nhitng by phdn ciia mot than thé”
(Rm 12, 5).

Theo Pite Kitd con mang ¥ nghia thudc vé, chit khong chi
tin. Ching ta 14 thanh vién ctia Than Thé Ngai - Hoi Thanh.
C.S. Lewis luu ¥, tif ngit “dia vi thanh vién” c6 ngudn goc Kitd
gido, nhung th€ gian da lam mat y nghia cla nd. Tai cic cita
hang, ngudi ta ban ha gia cho “thanh vién” clia minh va nhirng
nha quang cdo thi ding tén cic thanh vién d€ giti thu chao
hang. Trong nhiéu Cong doan, tr cach thanh vién chi con 1a
chuyén ghi danh ch khong con ¢6 nhitng doi budc hay nghia
VU nao.

Vi thanh Phaold, 1a thanh vién ciia Hoi Théanh, ¢6 nghia

12 trd nén mdt bd phan séng cda mot cd thé s6ng, mot phan
lién k&t bén trong va khong thé téch 13i ctia Than Thé Pic
Kit6 (Rm 12, 4-5; 1Cr 6, 15; 12, 12-17). Chiing ta can phuc héi
va thyc hanh y nghia Kinh
Thanh cia dia vi nay. HOi \ﬂa/‘
Théanh 12 than thé, chit khong ~ Chiing ta sé khdm phd ra vai
phai 12 mdt ngdi nha; motcd  tro cia minh trong cudc doi
thé song chi khong phai 1a  qua cdc mdi tuong quan vdi
mot t3 chic. nhitng nguoi khdc.

Pé€ cac bd phan trong cd - \4}\

thé ban ¢6 th€ 1am tron chic

ning clia chiing, chiing phai ndi két véi than thé. Ciing mot 18
&y vdi ban, 1a mot phan clia Than Thé Prc Kitd. Ban dugc tao
dung cho mdt vai trd dic biét, nhung ban sé ddnh mat muc
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dich thit hai d3i minh n€u khéng gén chit véi Gido Hoi dia
phuong s6ng dong ciia ban. Ban s&€ khdm ph4 ra vai tro cia
minh trong cudc ddi qua cdc mdi twong quan véi nhitng ngudi
khédc. Kinh Thdnh n61 véi ching ta, “Cing nhw trong mot
thdn thé, chiing ta cé nhiéu bo phdn, ma cdc bé phdn khéng
c6 ciung mot chitc ndng, thi chiing ta ciing vdy: tuy nhiéu
nhung chi la mét thdn thé trong Ditc Kitd, méi nguoi lién ddi
vdi nhitng nguoi khdc nhuw nhitng b phdn ciia mot than thé”
(Rm 12, 4-5).

Né&u mdt bd phan vi mdt 1y do ndo d6 bi cit rdi khdi than
thé, né sé teo t6p va chét. N6 khong thé tw minh séng con, ban
ciing th&. C4t dut, tdch rdi dong mau nudi séng cia Gido Hoi
dia phudng, ddi song thiéng liéng cia ban ciing s& héo kho va
s€ chét (Ep 4, 16). Bay 1a 1y do cho thdy dau hi¢u dau tién clia
su suy thodi thiéng liéng, thudng bi€u hién qua viéc bd nhitng
budi thd phugng va nhitng budi gip g8 véi nhitng anh chi em
khac. HE khi nao ching ta
trd nén chénh mang véi doi 7 \ﬂ/;/\
séng cdng doan, moi su
khéc ciing sé bt ddu wot HOi Thdnh sé séng lau hon vii
déc. tru nay, va vai tro cia ban
trong HoOi Thdanh ciing vay.

bia vi thanh vién trong
gia dinh Thién Chia khong SN
phéi 1a chuyén c¢é cling
duge khong ciing duge hay 1a mot céi gi ¢6 thé hitng hd bd qua.
Hoi Thénh 13 chuong trinh cda Thién Chia trén tran gian. Pic
Giésu n6i, “Thdy sé xdy Hoéi Thdnh ciia Thdy, va quyén luc tit
thdn sé khong thdng néi” (Mt 16, 18b). Hoi Thanh khong bi
pha huy va sé& tdn tai cho dén ddi ddi. Hoi Thanh sé& s6ng 1au
hon vii tru nay, va vai trd ciia ban trong Hoi Théanh ciing vay.
Nhitng ngudi néi, “T6i khong can Hoi Thanh” 14 nhitng ngudi
kiéu ngao hodc 1a nhitng ngudi v6 tri. Ho1 Thanh quan trong
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dén ndi Pic Giésu da chét trén thap gid d€ c6 Hoi Thanh.
“Dutc Kité yéu thuong Hoéi Thanh va hién minh vi Hoi Thdnh”
(Ep 5, 25b).

Kinh Thanh goi Hoi Théanh la “Hién Thé ciia Ditc Kit6”
va la “Thdn Thé ciia Ditc Kité” (2Cr 11,2;Ep 5,27; Kh 19, 7).
Khong thé tudng tugng khi ¢6 ngudi néi véi Pic Giésu, “Con
yéu mén Ngai, nhung con khéng thich Hién Thé clia Ngai”.
Hoic “Con chip nhan Ngai, nhung con tir chdi Than Thé Ngai”.
Ching ta néi di€u d6 mdi khi chiing ta xua trir, phé phan hay
kéu trach HO1 Thanh. Thay vao d6, Thién Chida doi budc chiing
ta yéu thuong Hdi Thanh nhu Pic Giésu da yéu. Kinh Thanh
néi, “Hay yéu thuong anh em, hdy kinh sg Thién Chiia” (1Pr 2,
17b). Budn thay, nhiéu Kité hitu siz dung Ho6i Thanh nhung
khong yéu mén Hoi Thanh.

HIEP THONG VOI GIAO HOI PIA PHUGNG
CUA BAN

Trir mdt vai ngoai 1& dic biét thich goi tat c cic tin hitu
sudt dong lich st 14 H6i Thanh, thi hau nhu qua moi thdi, tir
nglt Hoi Thdanh dude dung trong Kinh Thanh déu 4m chi mot
Gi4o Hoi hitu hinh dia phuong. Tan Uéc thira nhan dia vi thanh
vién trong mot cong doan dia phuong. Chi nhitng Kit6 hitu nao
bi H6i Thanh xi& phat vi pham t6i cdng khai mdi khong con 1a
thanh vién cia cOng doan (1Cr 5, 1-13; GI1 6, 1-5).

Kinh Thénh néi d€n mot Kitd hitu séng ma khong c6 Hoi
Thanh nhu mot bd phan nim ngoai than th&, mot con chién
ngoai dan, mot dita tré vo gia dinh. Tinh trang 4y that khong
binh thudng. Kinh Thanh néi, “Anh em la nguoi nha ciia Thién
Chiia” (Ep 2, 19).

Vin hod c4 nhan chd nghia va nép séng tu 1ap ngay nay
khong ngirng san sinh bao tré mé cdi thiéng liéng - “nhitng tin
dd thé” nhay tir nha thd nay sang nha thd khac nhung khong
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thuéc mot cong doan, mdt trach nhiém, khéng mot cam két
nio ca. Nhiéu ngudi tin ring, cé thé 1a mot “Kité hitu t6t”
ma khong can lién két (hay ngay cd tham gia) véi mot Gido
Hoi dia phudng. Thé& nhung, Thién Chda khéng dong y
chuyén d6. Kinh Thénh dua ra nhiéu 1y do manh mé kéu
goi dan than va 1am ning dong su hiép thong trong Gido
Ho1 dia phuong.

TAISAO BAN CAN MOT GIA PINH HOI THANH?

Gia dinh Hpi Thanh xac nhian ban la mot Kité hitu chinh
hié¢u. Khéng thé néi t6i theo Priic Kitd néu ban khong lién két
vdi mot nhém mén dé cu thé nao d6. Pic Giésu néi, “Moi
nguoi sé nhdn biét anh em la mén dé ciia Thdy & diém nay: la
anh em co long yéu thuong nhau” (Ga 13, 35).

Khi ching ta quy tu véi nhau trong y€u thudng nhu mot
gia dinh Ho6i Thanh tr nhitng bdi cdnh, sic toc, dia vi xa hdi
khdc nhau, thi d6 12 mdt ching t4 manh mé cho thé gian
(Gl 3, 28; Ga 17, 21). M4t minh ban, thi khong thé 1a Than
Minh Pic Kit6. Ban cidn nhitng ngudi khac nita d€ biéu thi
diéu dé. Cing nhau, chit khong riéng 1&, ching ta 1a Than Thé
cia Ngai (1Cr 12, 27).

Gia dinh Hi Thanh dua ban ra khdi ¢6 1ap, xoay quanh
chinh minh. Gido Hoi dia phuong 13 trudng hoc day cho biét
phéi s6ng 1am sao trong gia dinh Thién Chia. P6 1a phong thi
nghiém thyc hanh tinh yéu man cdm, khdong vi ky. La mot
thanh vién, ban hoc biét 4n cAn dén ngudi khac, chia sé budn
vui v6i ho: “Néu mét bé phdn nao dau, thi moi bo phan cing
dau. Néu mot bé phdn nao duge vé vang, thi moi bo phan ciing
vui chung” (1Cr 12, 26). Chi trong tiép xidc déu din véi nhitng
con ngudi bat toan, binh di ma chiing ta sé hoc dudc tinh twong
than tuong 4i thuc su va cam nghiém nhitng chan ly cliia Tan
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NGAY MUSIBAY  Udc vé sy lién két va tuy thudce 14n nhau
GIA DINH (Ep4,16;Rm 12,4-5;C12,19; 1Cr 12,
25).

Tudng than tudng ai theo Kinh
Thénh 12 lién k&t v6i nhau nhu mdi
ngudi lién két véi Pic Giésu Kitd. Thién Chiia mong mdi
chiing ta trao ban chinh minh cho nhau. Nhiéu Kité hitu biét
Gioan 3, 16 ma khong biét 1Gioan 3, 16: “Ditc Kité da thi
mang vi chiing ta. Nhu vdy, cd chiing ta nita, chiing ta ciing phdi
thi mang vi anh em”. Pay la loai tinh yéu Thién Chda tréng
mong ban th€ hién vdi nhitng anh chi em tin hitu khéc - sin
sang y€u thuong ho cting mdt cadch nhu Bdc Gi€su da yéu thuong
ban.

THIEN CHUA

Gia dinh Hoi Théanh gitp ban phat trién siic manh thiéng
liéng. Ban s& khong bao gid trudng thanh chi bing viéc tham
du nhitng budi th phugng hodc chi 1am mdt khan gia thu dong.
Chinh sy tham gia vdo toan bd cudc séng cia Gido Hoi dia
phuong mdi vun dip stfc manh thiéng liéng. Kinh Th4nh ndi,
“Nho moi thit gdn mach nudi duong va méi chi thé hoat dong
theo chitc ndng ciia minh. Nhu thé’ Ngai lam cho toan thén lon
lén va dugc xdy dung trong tinh bdc di” (Ep 4, 16b).

Hon nam muoi 14n, TAn Udc st dung cum tf “cling nhau”
hoac “vdinhau”. Ching ta dugce doi budc hay yéu thuong nhau,
cdu nguyén cho nhau, khuyén khich nhau, sita 15i nhau, chao
nhau, phuc vu nhau, day dé nhau, dén nhdn nhau, tén trong
nhau, gdnh ndng cho nhau, tha thit cho nhau, phuc ting nhau, hy
sinh cho nhau, va bao nhiéu bdn phan hd tuwong khac. Pay chinh
12 bén phan ciia mot thanh vién! D6 14 nhitng “trach nhiém
gia dinh” Thién Chida mong ban hoan thanh ngang qua sy hi€¢p
thong v6i Gido Hoi dia phuong. Ban s€ cing ai thyc hién nhirng
diéu nay?
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C6 1& s& d& nén thanh hon khi khong ai 1am trdi y ban,
nhung d6 1a thanh thién gia, thanh khdng dudc thir thach. C6
lap sinh ra Iira d6i; ching ta d& rdi vao chd tu lira d6i minh khi
trdng minh da trudng thanh khi khong ai thach thic ching ta.
Trudng thanh thuc su chi trién nd qua cic mdi twong quan.

Pé trudng thanh, ching ta cAn nhiéu hon nhitng gi Kinh
Thanh dé nghi; chiing ta cAn dén nhitng anh chi em tin hitu
khéc. Chiing ta sé ti€n nhanh hon, manh hon biing viéc hoc hdi
14n nhau va lanh trich nhiém cho nhau. Khi nhitng ngudi khac
chia sé nhitng gi Chida day ho, thi tir d6, t6i ciing hoc hdi va
thang ti€n chinh minh.

Théan Thé Pc Kité ciing cAn ban. Thién Chda danh cho
ban mot vai trd dic biét trong gia dinh Ngai. Piéu nay dugc
goi 12 “sif vu” cia ban, va Ngai khong ngitng ban on d€ ban
chu toan trach vu nay: “Thdn Khi t6 minh ra noi méi nguoi mot
cdch, la vi ich chung” (1Cr 12, 7).

CoOng doan dia phuong ctia ban 1a noi Thi€én Chia da dat
ban d€ ban kham pha4, phat trié€n va st dung nhitng gi Ngai trao
cho ban. C6 thé ban ciing dudc trao mot st vu 16n hon, nhung d6
12 diu thém vao trach vu cia ban tai Gido Hoi dia phuong. Pic
Giésu chua bao gid hida xy dung s vu cda ban; Ngai chi hia
xay dung Ho1 Théanh ciia Ngai.

Ban ciing chia sé s vu ctia Pic Kitd trong trin gian.
Khi Pic Giésu dén tran gian, Thién Chda hoat dong ngang
qua con ngudi thé 1y clia Ngai; hdm nay, Ngai lai st dung than
th€ miu nhiém ciia Ngai. Hoi Thanh chinh 13 c6ng cu ciia
Thién Chia trén tran gian. Ching ta khong chi noi guong tinh
yéu Thién Chia bing céch yéu thuong nhau; ching ta con phai
cling nhau mang tinh yéu dé dén vdi nhitng ngudi con lai trén
th& gian. PAy 12 mot dic 4n cao vdi ma ching ta cling lanh
nhan. La nhitng chi thé cda Than Thé Pic Kit6, chiing ta 1a
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tay, 12 chan, 1a mit, va la tim cia Ngai. Qua ching ta, chinh
Ngai hoat dong trong thé gian. Mdi ngudi déu c¢6 phan déng
g6p clia minh. Thanh Phaold néi, “Chiing ta la tdc phdm ciia
Thién Chiia, chiing ta duoc dung nén trong Ditc Kité Giésu, dé
séng ma thuc hién céng trinh t6t dep Thién Chiia d@ chudn bi
cho chiing ta” (Ep 2, 10).

Gia dinh H)i Thanh sé gitip ban khoi thut 1ui. Khong ai
trong ching ta dudc mién khdi cdm db. Rdi vao ding hoan
canh, ban va t6i déu c6 thé sa sdy vdi bat cif t6i nao (1Cr 10,
12; Gr 17, 9; 1Tm 1, 19). Chda biét diéu nay, nén Ngai giao
cho mdi ngudi ching ta trich nhiém ning dd 14n nhau. Kinh
Thanh néi, “Anh em hdy khuyén bdo nhau bao ldu con dugc goi
la ngay hém nay, kéo cé ai trong anh em ra ciing long vi bi tji
[6i lira gat” (Dt 3, 13). “Hay lo chuyén cia anh di” khong phai
12 161 néi cla ngudi Kitd hitu. Chiing ta dude kéu goi va dudc
1&nh s6ng gén bé v6i nhau. N&u ban biét ¢6 ai dang lung lac
tinh than, thi chinh ban
c6 trach nhiém tim ki€m \ﬂ,"/‘

ho, dem ho v¢€ lai trong Dutc Giésu chua bao gio
mdi hi€p thdng. Thénh hita xdy dung sit vu ciia
Giacobé ndi, “Néu cd ban; Ngai chi hita xdy dung
nguoi nao trong anh em Hoi Thdnh cia Ngai.

lac xa chdn ly va co ai \/‘é}\

dwa nguoi 4y tré vé, thi

anh em hdy biét rdang: ké nao lam cho mot téi nhdn bé duong
lam lac ma tré vé, thi citu duoc linh hon &y khéi chét va che lap
dugc mudn van t6i 16i ciia minh” (Ge 5, 19-20).

Mot ich Igi khac tr Gido Hoi dia phudng 1a sy cham s6c
phan hén do céc vi chid chan. Thién Chda trao cho cic muc t¥
trach vu gir gin, bdo v€, canh phong, va san séc dan chién
minh (Cv 20, 28-29; Pr5, 1-4; Dt 13, 7.17). Chiing ta dudc nhic
nhG: “Anh em hdy vdng 101 nhitng nguoi lanh dao anh em va
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hdy phuc ting ho, vi ho chdam séc linh hén anh em nhw nhitng
nguoi sé phdi trd lé vdi Thién Chia” (Dt 13, 17a).

Satan yéu thich nhitng tin hitu s6ng tch biét, khong gin
lién véi su séng ctia Than Thé, ¢ lap khéi gia dinh Thién
Chda, khong cin dén cac muc ti¥, bdi vi né biét ho khong chdng
cv cling nhu s€ bat Iyc tride nhitng muu md cia nd.

TAT CA TRONG HOI THANH

Trong cudn sich cla 161, The Purpose-Driven Church, t6i
giai thich viéc du phan vao mot cong doan sdng dong la cAn
thiét d€ c6 mot cude sdng lanh manh. Téi hy vong ban ciing sé&
doc cudn sach d6, bdi 1& né sé& gitip ban hi€u Thién Chida da
chudn bi Hoi Thanh ctia Ngai cach riéng d€ gidp ban hoan
thanh niam muc dich Ngai danh cho ddi ban. Ngai kién tao
Ho6i Thanh d€ d4p ng nim nhu cAu siu xa nhét cia ban: mot
muc dich d€ s6ng, nhitng con ngudi d€ ciing séng, nhitng nguyén
ly d€ s6ng, mot cong viec d€ 1am, sitc manh d€ vuon 1én. Khong
noi nao khéc trén trin gian c¢6 thé gitp ban tim thiy ci nim
1gi ich nay cing mét ldc nhu & HOi Thanh.

Nhitng muc dich ctia Thién Chida danh cho Hoi Thanh Ngai
cling twong tw ndm muc dich Ngai danh cho ban. Thd phugng
gilp ban quy vé Chiia; hiép thong gitip ban duong ddu vdi nhitng
vdn nan trong doi; tinh huynh dé giip ban ciing cé’ dic tin; s
vu gidp ban thdy duoc nhitng tai nang; truyén rao Phic Am
gilip ban hoan thanh sit vu. Khong gi khac trén trdn gian sanh
dugc véi HO1 Thanh!

CHON LUA CUA BAN

Khi mdt dda tré chao doi, n6 dudng nhién trd thanh mot
phan tf clia toan thé gia dinh nhan loai. Tré 4y ciing cn trd
nén thanh vién cda mot gia dinh riéng biét ndo d6 d€ dugc
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nuéi dudng cham séc va 16n 1én manh khoé. Ddi s6ng thiéng
liéng ciing vay. Khi dudc téi sinh, ban duong nhién tr§ thanh
mdt phan tf cia toan thé gia dinh Thién Chiia, nhung ban ciing
cAn trd nén thanh vién clia mot gia dinh Gido Hoi dia phuong
trong dai gia dinh cia Ngai.

Su khéc biét gitta mot ngudi tham dw d&n nha thd va mot
nguoi ciia cong doan 1a & chd dan than. Nhitng ngudi tham du
dén nha thd 1a nhitng khan gid ngoai cudc; nhitng ngudi cia
cong doan thi gén b véi sit vu chung. Ngudi tham du 12 nhitng
khach hang; ngudi clia cong doan 14 nhitng ngudi ddu . Nhitng
ngudi tham du muén nhan nhiéu 1di ich tr Gido Hoi nhung
khong muén mdt trach nhiém nio. Ho nhu nhitng d6i ban thich
song chung v6i nhau ma khong mudn két hon.

Tai sao viéc lién két v6i Gido Hoi dia
phuong lai quan trong dén th&? Bdi 1& diéu
nay chitng 3 ban gin b6 véi nhitng anh chi
em thiéng liéng thuc sy, ch khong chi trong
ly thuyét. Thién Chida mudn ban yéu thuong
nhitng con ngudi thdt, chit khong phai nhitng
con ngudi chi cé trong ¥ tudng. Ban c6 thé
b3 ra ca ddi d€ tim cho minh mot Gido Hoi
hoan héo, nhung sé khdng bao gis c¢4. Ban
dugc kéu goi d€ yéu thuong nhitng tdi nhan
bat toan nhv chinh Thién Chda da yéu.

Trong sach Cong Vu Téng PJ, cac Kitd hitu § Giérusalem
cam két v6i nhau mot cach rat cu thé. Ho s6ng hét 1ong cho
mdi hiép thong. Kinh Thanh néi, “Cdc tin hitu chuyén cdn nghe
cdc Téng D6 gidng day, luén luén hiép théng véi nhau, siéng
ndng tham du 1é bé bdnh, va cdu nguyén khong ngimg” (Cv 2,
42). Ngay nay Thién Chia cling mong chd ban cam k&t nhitng
diéu ay.
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bdi séng Kité hitu khong chi cam két v6i e Kitd; doi
song dé con bao gdm cam két véi cac Kitd hitu khac nita. Cac
Kit6 hitu  Macédénia hi€u r6 diéu nay. Thanh Phaold néi,
“Ho da vuot qud diéu chiing t6i mong udc la tw hién minh phung
sw Chiia trudc, réi phuc vu chiing t6i theo y Thién Chiia” (2Cr
8, 5). Gia nhap cOng doan mdt Gido Hoi dia phuong 1a bude ty
nhién k€& ti€p mot khi ban di tr§ thanh con c4i Thién Chia.
Ban tr§ nén mdt Kitd hitu bing viéc cam k&t chinh minh véi
bic Kitd, nhung lai trd nén con cai Hoi Thanh bing viéc cam
k&t chinh minh véi nhitng anh chi em tin hitu. Quyét dinh thit
nhat mang lai on cifu do; quyét dinh thit hai mang lai su hiép
thong.

—~ -
NGAY MUOI BAY 7

NGHI VE MUC biCH pOI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tu: To6i dude kéu goi d€ thude
vé gia dinh Thién Chda, chif khong chi dé tin.

Mét cdu Kinh Thdanh dé nhé: “Chiing ta ciing
vay: tuy nhiéu nhung chi la mét than thé trong Diic
Kité, mdi nguoi lién ddi vdi nhitng nguoi khdc nhu
nhitng bo phdn ciia mét than the” (Rm 12, 5).

M@t cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: Mic do dan than
cda t6i trong Gido Hoi dia phudng c6 cho thiy t6i
thuc su yéu mén va gin bé véi gia dinh Thién Chia
L khong?

—~l
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CUNG NHAU CAM NHAN CUOC SONG

“Udc gi on binh an ciia Pitc Kité
diéu khién tam hon anh em,
vi trong mét than thé duy nhat
anh em da duogc kéu goi dén hudng on binh an do.
Bdi vay, anh em hdy hét da tri én”
(C13,15).

“Ngot ngao t6t dep ldm thay,
anh em duogc séng vui vdy bén nhau”
(Tv 133, 1).

S6ng 1a chia sé.

Thién Chida mudn chiing ta c¢6 kinh nghiém séng chung.
Kinh Thanh goi kinh nghiém nay 14 bdng hitu, thong céng,
hiép théng. Tuy nhién ngay nay, tif ng¥ nay hau nhu mat hét y
nghia Kinh Th4nh cla né. “Bing hitu” ngay nay thudng 4m
chi nhitng cudc chuyén tro, gip gd, an uéng va vui chdi tinh cd.
Cau hdi, “Ban thong céng § ddu?” nghia 1a “Ban di nha ths
n20?”, “Mdi & lai @€ thong cong” nghia 1a “Xin dgi d€ c6 chuit
gi 16t long™.

Tinh bing hitu thuc sy ¢6 ¥ nhiéu hon viéc chi ¢é mit &
nhitng gid kinh 1&. D6 1a ciing nhau cdm nhéan cudc séng. Bing
htu bao ham mot tinh yéu khéng vi ky, chia sé chan thanh,
phuc vu céch thuc t&, trao ban day hy sinh, an 4i day cdm
thoéng, va moi doi budc “cho nhau” khic dugc tim thdy trong
Tan Udc.
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N6i dén tinh bing hitu, phai lvu y dén s6 lwong: It thi 161
hon. Ban c6 thé€ thd phuong véi mot dam déng, nhung ban
khong thé séng tinh bing hitu vdi mot ddm déng. Mot khi
nhém déng hon mudi ngudi, c6 ngudi s€ khéng con tham du
- thudng 13 nhitng ngudi ling 1& nhat - va mot it ngudi sé
chi phdi cd nhém.

Pirc Giésu da thi hanh st vu trong bdi canh ctia mdt nhém
nhd mon dé. L& ra Ngai phai chon nhiéu hon,
nhung Ngai bi€t con s6 mudi hai 1a s lugng
t6i da cia mdt nhém nhd, d€ trong d6, mdi
ngudi déu c6 thé du phan céach tich cuc.

Ciing nhu co thé ban, Than Thé Pdc
Kitd thuc su 12 mot tap hgp nhiéu t€ bao
nhd. Su song cia Than Thé Ngai, nhu co
thé ban, dugc chia dung trong céc t& bao.
Vi ly do ndy, mdi Kité hitu cn lién két
v3i mot nhém nhd trong HOi Thanh cia
minh, hodc 1a mdt nhém gia dinh, hoac la
mdt nhém cac 16p ngay Chia Nhat, hoac m6t nhém hoc hdi
L&i Chia. Pay 12 ndi ddi sdng cdng doan that su dién ra, chit
khong phai noi nhitng ddm dong. N&u ban nghi Hoi Thanh nhu
mdt con tau, thi cic nhém nhd 14 nhitng chiéc ghe cttu sinh gén
trén do.

bic Gi€su da ban mot 161 hiva ky diéu cho cdc nhém nhd
tin hitu: “Vi & ddu cé hai ba nguoi hop lai nhdn danh Thady, thi
c6 Thdy & ddy, gitta ho” (Mt 18, 20). That khong may, du da &
trong mot nhém nhé thi diéu nay ciing khéng bao dam viéce
ban s& cam nghiém thuc sy d5i sdng hiép thong. Nhiéu 16p
ngay Chda Nhat va nhiéu nhém nhd bi ket & hinh thitc bén
ngoai va khong c6 mau chot nao d€ ¢ thé cam nhan su hiép
thong dich thyc. Vay dau 1a khac biét gitra hiép thong that va
hi€p thong gia?

Trong méi hiép thong chéan that, mdi ngudi cam nhan
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long chan thanh. Hi¢p thong chan that khdng dirng lai G nhitng
cudc tan gAu hdi hot hay hinh thifc bén ngoai. Nhung d6 1a chia
s¢ chan thanh, hét 1ong, ¢6 khi thd 16 ca tdim can. Piéu nay chi
x4y ra khi nhitng ngudi trong nhém thanh that vé chinh minh va
nhitng gi dang xay dén véi ho. Ho chia sé nhitng ndi dau, t6 bay
nhitng cdm xic, nhin nhan nhitng that bai, boc 16 nhitng nghi
ngd, thira nhan nhitng s¢ hai, ¥ thidc nhitng y&u dudi va xin
ngudi khic gidip d5, cau nguyén.

Tinh chén thuc clia hiép thong 1a diu d6i nghich vdinhitng
gi ban thdy ndi mot vai cong doan. Thay cho bau khi chan
thanh va khiém t6n thi & d6 toan 1a nhitng cudc chuyén trd vé
van, déng kich, van dong chinh tri, xa giao bén ngoai va hdi
hot n6ng can. Ngudi ta

mang mat na, dé phong

nhau va phan ¢ng nhu 7,

thé moi su trong ddi ho Hiép thong dich thuc khi nhitng
dang dién ra t6t dep. nguoi trong nhom thanh that
Chinh nhing thédi do vé chinh minh Yc‘l nhitng gi
nay giét chét méi hiép dang xdy dén vdi ho.

thong dich thyec. ) %

Hiép théng dich
thuc chi dudc cdm
nghiém khi mdi ngudi bi€t ¢di md chinh minh. Kinh Thanh
n6i, “Nhung néu chiing ta di trong dnh sdng cting nhu Thién
Chiia hiing ngu trong dnh sdng, thi ching ta duoc hiép thong
vdi nhau... Néu chiing ta néi chiing ta khéng cé t6i, chiing ta tu
lxa d6T minh, va su thdt khong & trong chiing ta” (1Ga 1, 7-8).
Thé gian nghi riing, sy thAn mat xay ra trong béng (51, nhung
Thién Chia ndi, né x4y ra trong 4nh sdng. Béng 61 che
day ndi dau, 1Am 131, sg hii, th4t bai va nhudc diém. Nhung
trong 4nh sdng, ching ta mang tit c4 ching ra cich c¢di md
chin thanh khi nhin nhan con ngudi that clia minh.
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Chéc hin su chan thuc doi hdi can dAm va khiém t6n. N6
6 nghia 12 phai d6i dién v6i ndi lo phai phoi bay, bi tit khude va
thuong t6n thém mot 14n nita. Tai sao lai phai liéu linh dén th&?
Bdi d6 1a cach duy nhat d€ 16n 1én trong ddi s6ng thiéng liéng
va an binh ndi tAm. Thanh Giac6bé néi, “Anh em hdy thi tdi
vdi nhau va cdu nguyén cho nhau dé dugc ciu thodt. Vi loi cdu
xin tha thiét ciia nguoi céng chinh rdt cé hiéu luc” (Ge 5, 16).
Ching ta chi trudng thanh bing viéc chap nhan liéu linh, va
liéu linh khé khin nhat 12 thanh that v6i chinh minh va véi
nhi’ing ngudi khéc.

Trong mdi hiép thong chan that, mdi nguvi cam nhan
sy tuong trg. Tuong trg 1a nghé thuat cho va nhan. Bé 1a nuong
tra nhau. Kinh Thanh néi, “Khéng c6 chia ré trong théan thé,
trdi lai cdc bo phdn déu lo ldng cho nhau” (1Cr 12, 25). Tuong
trd 12 trong tAm ctlia hiép thong: xay dung cdc mdi twong quan
qua lai, chia sé trach nhiém va gidp d5 14n nhau. Thanh Phaol6
n6i, “Nghia la dé chiing ta ciing khich 1¢ nhau, béi vi cd anh em
ldn t6i, ching ta déu chung moét niém tin” (Rm 1, 12).

TAt ca ching ta ddng 1ong vui s6ng ni€m tin khi du'gc nhitng
ngudi khac cing ddng hanh va dong vién. Kinh Thanh doi bude
ching ta c6 trach nhi¢m trén nhau, ddng vi€n nhau, phuc vu va
¢d vii nhau (Rm 12, 10). Hon nim mudi 1an trong Tan Udc,
chiing ta dudc doi bude chu toan nhitng bén phan khac “cho nhau”
va “v6i nhau”. Kinh Thanh néi, “Vdy chiing ta hdy theo dudi
nhitng gi dem lai binh an va nhiing gi xdy dung cho nhau” (Rm
14, 19).

Ban khong phai chiu trdch nhiém vé moi ngudi trong Than
Thé Pic Kitd, nhung ban cé trach nhiém ddi véi ho. Thién
Chiia mong ban 1am bat cf diéu gi ¢6 thé d€ gitip ho.

Trong méi hiép thong chan that, mi ngudi cam nhan
s cam thong. Cam thong khong phai la dua ra 181 khuyén hay
gitip d8 xa giao qua loa; cAm thong 14 d6n nhéan va chia sé ndi
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dau ctia ngudi khac. Cam thong néi, “Téi hi€u nhitng gi ban
dang trai qua va nhitng gi ban dang cdm nhan thi tdi cling da
cAm nhan”. Ngay nay, mot s6 ngudi goi né 1 “ddng cdm”, nhung
tr ng@ ding trong Kinh Thanh 1a “thudng cadm”. Kinh Thénh
néi, “Anh em la nhitng nguoi duge Thién Chiia tuyén lua, hién
thdnh va yéu thuong. Vi thé, anh em hdy cé long thuong cdm,
nhdn hdu, khiém nhu, hién hoa va nhdn nai” (C13, 12).

Cam thong dap wng hai nhu ciu cin ban clia con ngudi:
nhu cau dugc hi€u va dudc thira nhan nhitng cdm xtc clia minh.
M3&i khi ban hi€u va thira nhan cAm xdc clia ai, ban bit dau
x4y dung su hiép thong. Con khi ching ta bi &m anh bdi nhitng
ndi dau riéng hoic thuong hai minh, ca hai ciing 1am can kiét
s cam thong ddi vdi ngudi khéc.

C6 nhiéu mdc d6
hiép thong khéc nhau, va - \&&-

mdi mitc do thich hdp &  Mdi khi ban hiéu va thita nhén
nhing thdi di€m khéc cdm xiic ciia ai, ban bdt ddu
nhau. Midc d6 don gidn xdy dung sw hi¢p thong.

nh4t clia hiép théng 1a

nhitng budi cing chia sé \IJJ’\

va hoc hoi Lot Chiia. Sau xa hon 1a cuiing nhau phuc vu nhu khi
cing 1én dudng thi hanh mot s vu hay mdt cong viéc tir thién.
Sau xa manh liét nhat 1 cing nhau chiu dau khé (P13, 10; Dt
10, 33-34), ching ta dén nhan ndi dau, ndi u budn clia ngudi
khéc va ganh 14y nhitng gdnh ning cho nhau. Céc Kitd hitu
hiéu 16 cap d6 nay hon ai hét 1a nhitng anh chi em dang bi bach
hai khip ndi trén th€ gidi, nhitng anh chi em dang chiu ghét bd
va chiu t dao vi Iong tin ctia minh.

Kinh Thanh doi budc: “Anh em hday mang gdnh ndng cho
nhau, nhu vay la anh em chu toan ludt Dic Kit6” (Gl 6, 2).
Chinh nhitng Iic khing hoang, u budn, ngd vuic ma chiing ta
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cAn dén nhau hon ca. Chinh khi nhitng hoan
NGAY MUOI TAM  canh bifc bach chiing ta t6i chd lung lac

CUNGNHAU  duc tin, d6 1a Idc chiing ta cAn dén nhitng

CAMNHAN  ngudiban manh tin hon bao gid hét. Ching

CUDCSONG (@ cAn dén nhitng nhém ban nhd d€ cling

¢4 1ong tin vao Chia cho cd nhém va

161 kéo mdi ngudi. Trong mdt nhém nhd,
Than Thé cia Puc Kité trd nén that va hién nhién ci khi
Thién Chda xem ra xa cdch. P4y 13 diéu ma Giép thiét tha
cAn dén sudt nhitng ngay khd dau. Ong da kéu 18n, “Ai tir chdi
chdng xdt thuong bé ban, cling khéng kinh so Ddng Toan Ning”
(G 6, 14).

Trong mdi hiép thong chan that, mdi ngudi cam nhan
long thuong x6t. Hiép thong chinh 1a qué huong ctia 4n sing,
noi 161 14m khéng bi cha x4t nhung dudc tdy bd. Hiép thong sé&
dén khi Iong thuong x6t chi€n thing cong ly.

TAt c chiing ta déu can dén 1ong thuong x4t, bdi 16 chiing
ta thudng sa di nga lai nén can dudc nang dd dé€ chdi day.
Chiing ta cin rdng 10ng x6t thuong ciing nhu sin sang dén nhan
1ong thuong x6t ciia ké khac. Thién Chida néi, “Néu cé ai da
gdy wu phién... anh em phdi tha thit va an ii, kéo nguoi dé bi
chim ddm trong néi wu phién qud mitc chang” (2Cr 2, 5-7).

Ban khong thé hiép théng néu khong biét tha thd. Thién
Chia canh bao, “Chiia dd tha thit cho anh em, thi anh em ciing
vay, anh em phdi tha thit cho nhau” (Cl 3, 13b), bdi vi cay ding
va gidn hdn ludn phé huy su hiép théng. La nhitng con ngudi
bat toan, t6i 151, ching ta s& khéng tranh khdi viéc 1am t6n
thuong ké khéc khi s6ng chung véi nhau mot thdi gian dai. Mot
doi khi, ching ta gdy tdn thuong ngudi khac cach hitu y hay vo
tinh, nhung v6 tinh hay hitu ¥ déu rat cAn dén long thuong x6t
va dn Chia d€ ki€n tao va duy tri hiép thong. Kinh Thanh néi,
“Hay chiu dung va tha thit cho nhau, néu trong anh em nguoi
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nay cé diéu gi phdi trdch méc nguoi kia. Chiia da tha thit cho
anh em, thi anh em ciing vdy, anh em phdi tha thit cho nhau” (Cl
3,13).

Long thudng x6t cia Thién Chia ddi vé6i ching ta chinh
12 dong luc thic ddy mdi ngudi thuong x6t ké khac. Hay nhd
ring, ban sé khong bao gid bi doi hdi tha thit cho mot ai qua
mifc ma Thién Chia da tha thif cho ban. Mdi khi bi t6n thuong
do m6t ai d6, ban chi ¢c6 mot lwa chon: T6i s€ van dung nghi
lvc va tinh cdm cia tdi cho viéce trd tha hay cho viéc tha thir?
Ban khéng thé 1am ca hai.

Nhiéu ngudi do du khi td 1ong thuong x6t vi ho khéng
hiéu sy khac biét giita tin cAy va thit tha. Tha th 13 d€ qua
khit qua di. Tin cay thi huéng dé€n hanh vi cu xit trong twong lai.

Phai tha thi ngay, di ngudi ta ¢6 yéu cau hay khong. Tin
cay cin dudc cling ¢d 1au dai. Tin cay doi hdi lam di 1am lai
nhiéu 14n. Néu ai d6 Iic nay lic khac e 1am ban t6n thuong,
Chia vin doi ban tha thd cho ho tifc khic, nhung khong nhat
thi€t ban phai tin ciy ho ngay ciing nhu khéng @€ ho dugc
phép ti€p tuc 1am tén thuong ban. Vi thdi gian, ho phai chitng
t6 ho thay ddi. Noi t6t nhat d€ khoi phuc 1ong tin 1a bau khi
ning d3 cia mot nhém nhd, noi dem lai sy dong vién cling nhu
tinh than trach nhiém.

La thanh vién cda mot nhém nhd cam két xay dung hiép
thong that su, ban sé nhan dudc nhiéu 1gi ich khac. P6 13 mot
phén c6t y&u clia ddi Kit6 hitu ma ban khong thé bd qua. Qua
hon 2.000 nim, c4c Kit6 hitu hop nhau déu din trong cidc nhém
nhé dé€ x4y dung mdi hiép thong nay. Néu ban chua 1a thanh
vién mdt nhém hay mdét 16p nao dé thudc loai nay, ban that su
khong biét minh dang mAt mét nhitng gi.

Trong chuong k& ti€p, chiing ta sé& xét nhitng gi cin thiét
dé kién tao mot cong doan véi nhitng anh chi em tin hitu khéc,
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nhung t61 hy vong nhifng gi ban vira doc trong chuong nay
dang 1am ban khat khao cdm nhén su chin thanh, tuong trg
va thuong x6t ciia hiép thong. Ban dudce tao dung cho ddi sdng
cong doan.

NGAY MUGI TAM
NGHI VE MUC biCH pOI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tu: Trong cudc s6ng, t6i con cin
dén nhitng ngudi khéc.

Mot cdu Kinh Thdanh dé nhé: “Anh em hiy mang
gdnh ndng cho nhau, nhw vay la anh em chu toan ludt
Duc Kito” (Gl 6, 12).

Mot cau héi dé nghién ngdm: Toi sé thuc hién
budc dau tién nao d€ hom nay c6 thé gin bé that su
hon, hét 1ong hon véi mdt ngudi anh em khac?

— /*’-S}i’
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VUN PAP CONG POAN

“Nguoi xdy dung hoa binh
thu hoach dugc hoa trdi da gieo trong hoa binh,
la cudc doi cong chinh”

(Ge 3, 18).

“Cdc tin hitu chuyén cdn
nghe cdc Téng Do gidng day,
luon luén hiép thong vdi nhau,
siéng ndng tham du 18 bé bdnh,
va cdu nguyén khéng ngimg”

(Cv 2, 42).

Ddi séng cong doan doi hdi cam két.

Chi Chia Thanh Thin mdi c6 thé kién tao hiép théng
that su giita cac tin hitu, nhung Ngai vun dp su hiép thong d6
vdi nhitng chon lya va cam két cia ching ta. Thanh Phaold
néi dén trach nhiém hd twong nay khi viét, “Anh em hdy dn &
thdt khiém tén, hién tir va nhdn nai; hay Idy tinh bdc di ma chiu
dung ldn nhau. Anh em hdy tha thiét duy tri su hiép nhdt ma
Thdn Khi dem lai, bdng cdch dn & thudn hoa gdn bé vdi nhau”
(Ep 4, 2-3). D€ c6 mot cong doan tin hitu yéu thuong, phai cin
dén quyén niang cia Thién Chida va ci nhitng nd luc cia con
nguoi.
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That khong may, nhiéu ngudi 16n 1én trong nhitng gia dinh
ma cdc mdi twrong quan von khong lanh manh nén ho thi€u
mat nhitng k§ nang can thiét d€ s6ng mot ddi sdng twong quan
dich thuc. Ho phai dudc gido duc d€ biét cach song véi ngudi
khéc, lién két v6i ngudi khic trong gia dinh Thién Chia. May
thay, Tan Udc c6 rat nhiéu chi din cho viéc 1am thé nao dé
chia sé mot ddi s6ng chung. Thanh Phaold viét, “Téi viét cho
anh thu nay... sé cho anh biét phdi dn & thé nao trong nha ciia
Thién Chiia, ticc la Héi Thdnh cia Thién Chiia hdng séng”
(1Tm 3, 14-15).

Né&u ban mét mdi vi nhitng méi tuong quan gia tao dong
thdi uSc ao xay dung mdi hiép thong that, mot cdng doan yéu
thuong trong nhém nhd ctia minh nhu 16p hoc Chia Nhét hay
16p hoc trong gido xit, ban phai d6i dién véi nhitng chon lva
kh4 kh6 khan va mao hiém.

Vun dip cong doan doi héi thanh that.
Ban phai chiu kh6 néi 1én su that cach yéu
thuong c4 khi chi mudén gidi thich vin gon
cho qua chuyén hay 18 di mot van dé. Gitt im
ling thi d& hon khi thdy nhitng ngudi chung
quanh dang tv lam hai ho hay lam hai nhitng
ngudi khic véi mot nép sdng tdi 151 nao do,
nhung im ling nhu thé€ khéng phai 1a yéu
thuong. Trong cudc s6ng, phan 16n ngudi ta
khong c¢6 mot ai d6 yéu thudng ho di d€ néi cho ho su that (ca
khi d6 12 mdt sy that nhifc nhéi), nén ho cit tiép tuc 161 s6ng tr
huy chinh minh. Thong thudng, ching ta biét nhitng gi cAn néi
v6i mot ai d6, nhung nhitng ndi lo ngai lai ngin can chiing ta
m& 15i. Nhiéu mdi twong quan dang bi huy hoai ngdm ngam ciing
vi nhitng 4i ngai nay: Khong ai can dam ndi ra cho nhém minh khi
cudc séng clia mot thanh vién ndo dé dang di d&n chd suy sup.

Kinh Thanh ndéi, ching ta phai “séng theo su thdt va trong
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tinh bdc di” (Ep 4, 15) bdi 1& khong thé c6 mot cong doan néu
& d6 khong ¢ chan thanh. Vua Salomon néi, “Ai trd loi thdng
thdng mdi la nguoi ban thdt” (Cn 24, 26). Mot d6i khi, diéu
nay c6 nghia 13 phai 4n cAn di d€ yéu thuong gip gd ngudi
anh em dang sdng trong toi hay bi cdm dd s#p pham tdi. Thanh
Phaold néi, “Thua anh em, néu cé ai vudng mdc tdi nao, thi anh
em, nhing nguoi duoc Than Khi thiic ddy, hdy ldy tinh thdn
hién hoa ma sita day nguoi dy” (Gl 6, 1a).

Nhiéu mdéi hiép thong trong Hoi Thanh va nhém nhd van
mai hdi hot, hinh thidc chi vi ngudi ta ngai xung ddt. Mot khi ¢6
van dé c6 thé dua dén cing thing va truc tric, 14p tifc né dugc
giai thich sd lugc cho qua chuyén dé giit 14y cam thifc binh an
gia tao. R&i anh chang “Ping Ddo Lén Tinh Thé” nhay vio,
tim cach xoa diu moi ngudi. Vi thé, van dé khong bao gid dudc
gidi quyét va moi ngudi sdng trong mét mdi, chdn nan. Ai
cling biét van d¢ nhung khong ai dam bdc 16. Piéu nay tao nén
mdt moi trudng bénh hoan day bi mat, ndi cic cude ngdi 1&
d6i méach xAm xi nhd to duge mia rd nd. Gidi phap cda thanh
Phaold thi thing thin: “Bdi thé, mét khi dd cdi bé suw gian dbi,
mdi nguoi trong anh em hdy néi su thdt véi nguoi than cdn, vi
chiing ta la phdn thdn thé ciia nhau” (Ep 4, 25).

Hiép thong that, hodc trong hdn nhan, trong tinh bing hitu,
hay trong H6i Thanh tuy thudc vao su thang thin. That ra,
dudng ham xung dot chinh 12 16i dAn dén su nghia thi€t trong
bt ¢ tinh than nio. Néu khéng nhay bén di d€ ddi dién va
giai quy€t nhitng rao can ngdm ngdm dé, ching ta sé khong
bao gidf trdng thanh. Khi giai quyét xung dot ding din, bing
cach doi dién va gidi tod nhitng khéic biét, ching ta s& cling
nhau 16n 1én. Kinh Thanh néi, “Ké ddm khién trdach nguoi, cudi
cung lai dugc nguoi quy yéu hon ké chi buéng loi xu ninh” (Cn
28,23).

Théng thin khong phai 12 gidy phép d€ néi bat cit diéu gi,

MUC DICH#2: BAN DUOC TAO DUNG PESONG TRONG GIADINH CUATHIENCHUA 189



néi bat e & dau, néi bat e khi nao ban mudn. Thing thin cht
khong thé 15. Kinh Thanh day, 1am viéc gi cling phai biét ding
Idc ding céch (Cn 8, 6).

Nhitng 151 néi khéng suy nghi d€ lai nhitng vét thuong
trién mién. Chiia bdo ching ta néi ning v6i nhau trong Hoi
Théanh nhu n6i v6i ngudi trong gia dinh: “Dung ndng loi vdi cu
gia, khi khuyén nhii, hay coi cu nhu cha; hdy coi cdc thanh nién
nhw anh em, cdc cu ba nhu me, cdc thiéu ni# nhw chi em, vdi tdm
long hoan toan trong sach” (1Tm 5, 1-2).

Budn thay, hang ngan mdi hiép thong d8 v3 bdi thi€u thanh
thdt. Thdnh Phaold khién
trach Hoi Thanh Corintd visuy \‘/?/\

im lang d€ cho ddi séng vo
luin x4y ra trong cdng doan.
Vi khdng ai can dam dudng
diu véi van dé, nén ngai néi,
“Phdn t6i... t6i dd 1én dn ké \.4./"\

c6 hanh vi dé nhu thé t6i cé

mdt tai ché... T6i mudn néi anh em dimg di lai vdi ké nao mang
danh la nguoi anh em ma cit ddm dang, tham lam, tho ngdu
tuong, quen chiti bdi, say sua rugu ché hodc tréom cdp; anh em
ciing phdi tranh ditng dn uéng vdi con nguoi nhu thé. Thdt vay,
xét xut nguoi ngoai ddau phdi la céng viéc cia toi. Con nguoi
trong dao, anh em khong duoc xét xit hay sao?” (1Cr 5, 3-12).

Khi gidi quyét xung dot
diing ddn, chiing ta cing
nhau lén [én.

Vun dép cong doan doi héi khiém tén. Cho minh 13 quan
trong, t man, kiéu ngao va cd chap s& pha huy su hiép thdng
nhanh hon bat cit diéu gi khac. Kiéu ngao dung 1&n nhitng bifc
trdng, con khiém t6n thi kién tao nhitng chiée ciu gitta ngudi
v6i ngudi. Khiém t6n 1a ddu xoa diu cdc mdi tinh than. P6 1a
1y do tai sao Kinh Thanh néi, “Anh em hdy ldy dvic khiém nhuong
ma doi xit véi nhau” (1Pr 5, 5b). Chiéc 40 phu hop nhit cho su
hiép thong chinh 13 thai do khiém ton.

Phan con lai clia cAu Kinh Thanh d6 néi ring, “Vi Thién
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Chiia chéng lai ké kiéu ngao, nhung ban

NGAY MUOL CHIN g cho ké khiém nhuong” (1Pr 5, 5¢). Day

VUNDAP ciing 12 mot Iy do d€ chiing ta khiém

CONGDOAN  t6n: Kiéu ngao ngin c4n an sing Thién

Chida dén véi ching ta, 4n sing ma

ching ta cin d@é€ gidp ké khac 16n 1én, d€ d6i thay, dé€ chira

lanh va ning d6 ho. Chiing ta dén nhin on Chia bing viéc

khiém t6n nhin nhan ching ta cin on Ngai. Kinh Thanh néi,

mdi khi ching ta kiéu cang, ching ta séng doi nghich véi Thién
Chiia! B6 1a mot 161 s6ng khd khao ddy hi€ém nguy.

Ban c6 thé trau ddi khiém t6n bing nhiéu cach thuc t&:
nhin nhan nhitng y&€u hén clia minh, nhin nai véi yéu dudi cia
ngudi khic, sin sing sita sai, tap trung chi y d&n ngudi khéc.
Thanh Phaold khuyén, “Hdy déng tdam nhdt tri véi nhau, dirng
tw cao tu dai, nhung ham thich nhitng gi hen mon. Anh em ditng
cho minh la khon ngoan” (Rm 12, 16). V&i c4c tin hitu Philipphé,
ngai viét, “Dimg lam chi vi ganh ti hay vi hw danh, hdy 14y long
khiém nhwong ma coi nguoi khdc hon minh. Méi nguoi dimg
tim lgi ich cho riéng minh nhung hay tim lgi ich cho nguoi khdc”
(P12, 3-4).

Khiém t6n khéng
phai 13 nghi it vé minh,
nghi minh kém cdi; nhung V‘?/‘
khiém t6n 1a it nghi dén
minh, ma nghi d&n ngudi  nghi minh it 6i; nhung khiém tén
khdc nhiéu hon. Ngudi la it nght dén minh.
khiém t6n tap trung vao - ‘/1/",;\
vi€c phuc vu nhitng ngudi
kh4c dén ndi quén di ban
than.

Vun déip cong doan doi héi t& nhi. TE nhi 13 trin trong
nhitng khic biét, nhitng cdm xic clia ngudi khac va kién nhin

Khiém t6n khéng phdi la
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véi nhitng ai 1am chiing ta buc minh. Kinh Thénh néi, “Mdi
nguoi chiing ta phdi chiéu theo sé thich ké khdc, vi loi ich clia
ho va dé xdy dung” (Rm 15, 2). Thanh Phaold néi véi Titd,
“Dung chiti bdi ai, dimg hiéu chién nhung phdi hién hoa, Iuén
luén t6 long nhdn tir véi moi nguoi” (Tt 3, 2).

Trong moi cdng doan hay moi nhém nhd, ludn ludn ¢6 it
nhat mot ngudi “khé tinh”, thudng 13 nhiéu hon. Nhitng ngudi
nay c6 th€ c6 mot nhu cu tinh cdm dic biét, mot bat an sau
xa, mot sy 1ap di gay khé chiu hoic it kha nang giao t€. Ban c6
th€ goi ho 1a nhitng ngudi COCCR - “C4An On Chia Cich
Ri€ng”.

Chda dét nhi'ng ngudi nay gitta cdc cdng doan vi 1di ich
cla ho ciing nhu vi ich 16i cda mdi ngudi. Ho 1a cd hdi cho tinh
hiép théng dudc 16n 1€n ciing nhu dugce thir nghiém: Chiing ta
¢6 yéu thuong ho nhu nhitng anh chi em ctia minh va d6i xtt véi
ho cach kinh trong kh6ng?

Trong mot gia dinh, viéc chAp nhan nhau khong dua trén
nén tang ban thong minh, xinh x#n hay tai nang dén dau. Chap
nhan nhau dit nén tang trén su kién 12 chiing ta thudc vé nhau.
Ching ta gin gi va bao v€ gia dinh minh. Mdt thanh vién gia
dinh c6 thé 13 ngudi ngd ngdn, nhung ngudi 4y 1a ngudi nha
cia ching ta. Cing vay, Kinh Thanh néi, “Hdy thuong mén
nhau vai tinh huynh dé, coi nguoi khdc trong hon minh” (Rm
12, 10).

Su that 13 tat c4 ching ta déu c6 nhitng nét x4u va nhitng
diém gay phién ha cho ngudi khac. Nhung cdng doan sé khong
ich gi né€u ching ta hoan toan hop nhau. Nén tdng cia mdi
hi¢p théng gifta ching ta 1a vi ching ta thong hi€¢p véi Thi€n
Chia: Chiing ta thudc cing mot gia dinh, con cing mdt Cha.

Mot trong nhitng yéu t6 dem lai sy tinh t& 13 hiéu biét 13n
nhau, bi€t géc gic clia nhau. Hay tim hi€u lai lich ctia nhau.
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Khi biét nhitng gi ngudi anh em da trdi qua, ban s& d&é cdm
thong. Thay vi nghi ho con thi€u sét, hdy nghi ho da tié€n bod
biét bao mac dau & d6 van con nhitng thuong ton.

Mot khia canh khéc cia t& nhi 12 khong xem thudng nhitng
nghi ngai clia ngudi khac. N&u ban khong s¢ mot diu gi d6 thi
khong vi thé ma ban c¢6 thé coi thudng diéu d6 ndi ngudi khac.
Mot cong doan 1a cong doan thuc sy khi moi ngudi thay dé 1a
ndi an toan di d€ chia sé nhitng nghi ngd va sd hai ma khong
sd bi doan xét.

Vun ddp cong doan doi héi tin cdn. Chi trong bau khi an
toan, néng thim tinh ngudi, chap nhan 1An
nhau ddy tin cAn ma moi ngudi s&€ sin sang
¢8i md chia sé nhitng v&t thuong 1ong, nhitng
thi€u thén ciing nhu nhitng 16i 14m s4u kin
nhAt cia ho. Tin c4n khong c6 nghia 1a giit
im 1ang dang khi anh chi em minh pham td1.
Tin cin c6 nghia 14 nhitng gi chia sé phai
dudc gii kin trong nhém d€ ciing giai quyét,
chtt khong xdm xi d€ ngudi khac biét.

Thién Chida ghét viéc ngdi 1& d6i méch,
dac biét khi né tra hinh khon khéo nhu d€ “xin 15i cAu nguyén”
cho ngudi nao d6. Thién Chia néi, “Ké déi gian gdy bdt hoa
tranh chdp, tén mdch léo chuyén chia ré ban be” (Cn 16, 28).
XAm xi ludn gay t6n hai, chia ré va pha huy hiép thong. Chiia
biét 16 chiing ta phai duong dau vdi nhitng ké gay chia ré gitta
cac Kit6 hira (Tt 3, 10). Ho c6 thé ndi gian va ri bé nhém
ho#c Hoi Thanh néu nhu ban dit van dé chia ré do ho giy ra.
Thé& nhung, hiép thong trong Hoi Thanh thi quan trong hon bat
c moOt cad nhan nao.

Vun dip cong doan cin phai lam thudng xuyén. D& xay
dung hi¢p théng thyc s, ban phdi gap g6 nhém minh thudng
xuyén va déu din. Tudng quan nio ciing cin c6 thdi gian. Kinh
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Théanh néi véi ching ta, “Chiing ta ditng bé cdc budi hdi hop,
nhut vai nguoi quen lam; trdi lai phdi khuyén khich nhau” (Dt
10, 25). Ching ta phai tap cho dudc thdi quen gap gé nhau.
Théi quen 1a mét cai gi ban lam thudng xuyén, chit khong tuy
dip. Ban phai mat thdi gid - rdt nhiéu thoi gio - d€ xay dung
nhitng mdéi tinh than siu

sdc. Pay Ia ly do tai sao \Q/’/‘

su hi€p thong xem ra dang

hdi hot trong nhidu Hoi Hiép thong trong Hoi Thdnh
Thénh; ching ta khéng thi quan trong hon bdt cit
danh thdi gid di cho nhau, mot cd nhdn nao.

va thdi gid chiing ta danh - \4}\

ra, théng thudng 1a dé

14ng nghe chi mot ngudi néi.

Cong doan khdng dude xay dung trén sy thuan ti€n (ching
ta s& gip nhau khi ndo t6i cdm thay thich) nhung dugc xay
dung trén niém x4c tin ring, t6i cAn cong doan dé€ cé mot ddi
song thiéng liéng vitng manh. Néu ban muén xay dung mdi
hiép thong that, di€u d6 c¢6 nghia 1a gap gd nhau, ci khi ban
khong thich, bdi ban biét ring diéu dé quan trong. Cac Kitd
hitu ddu tién gap nhau mdi ngay! “Ho dong tdm nhdt tri, ngay
ngay dén Dén Tho. Khi lam 1& bé bdnh tai tu gia, ho diing bita
vdi long don so vui vé” (Cv 2, 46). Hiép thong ddi hdi dau wr
thoi gian.

Né&u ban 14 thanh vién clia mdt nhém hay cia mot 16p, tdi
khuyén khich ban hiy 1am mdt ban cam két clia nhém gém
chin dic diém cda su hiép thong 14y tir Kinh Thanh: Chiing ta
s€ chia sé nhitng tAm tinh chan that (chinh thuc), ddng vién
nhau (hd twong), nang dd nhau (cdm thong), néi 1én sy that
trong y€u thudng (thanh that), tha thi cho nhau (thuong x6t),
dén nhan nhitng y&u dudi clia nhau (khiém t6n), ton trong nhitng
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khac biét (t& nhi), khong ban tan (tin cdn), va xem nhém 14 vu
ti€n (thudng xuyén).

Nhin vao ban liét ké cdc dac diém d6, ban mdi hiéu 15 1y
do tai sao hiép thong chinh hiéu lai qua hi€m hoi. Piéu d6 c6
nghia 1 ban phai dep bd sw huéng nga va ty 1ap dé trd nén biét
tuy thudc vao ngudi khac. Nhung nhitng 10i ich ctia viéc ciing
nhau chia sé ddi s6ng thi quy hon g&p bdi nhitng gi phai trd va
né chuén bi chiing ta cho ¢5i thién dang.

7\‘5}/ j
NGAY MUOI CHIN
NGHI VE MUC PiCH pOI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tu: Cong doan doi hdi cam két.

Mot céu Kinh Thdnh dé nhé: “Can cit vao diéu
nay, chiing ta biét duoc tinh yéu la gi: dé la Puc Kité
da thi mang vi chiing ta. Nhu vdy, cd chiing ta nita,
chiing ta ciing phdi thi mang vi anh em” (1Ga 3, 16).

Mot cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: 1.am sao 6i c6
thé gitip vun ddp nhitng dic di€m clia mot cong doan
dich thuc ngay ho6m nay trong nhém hay trong Gido
L Ho1i cda t61?

- P >
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TAI LAP TINH BANG HUU PA PO VG

“Moi sw dy déu do bdi Thién Chiia
la Ddng da nho Duc Kité
ma cho chiing ta duoc hoa gidi véi Ngai,
va trao cho chiing téi chitc vu hoa gidi”

(2Cr 5, 18).

Cé4c méi twong quan ludn déng dudgce tai lap.

Vi 1€ ¢4 cudce sdng 13 hoc bi€t yéu thuong, nén Thién Chia
mudn chiing ta coi trong va ra sic duy tri cdc mdi twong quan
thay vi loai bd ching mdi khi ¢6 ran nift, t6n thuong hay xung
dot. That vay, Kinh Thanh néi, Thi€n Chda trao cho ching ta
stt mang tai 1ap cidc mdi twong quan dé (2Cr 5, 18). Vi ly do
nay, mot phan rat dang k& clia Tan Udc dude danh dé day
ching ta bit s6ng v6i ngudi khac. Thanh Phaold viét, “Néu
qud that, su lién két vdi Ditc Kité dem lai cho chiing ta mot
niém an i, néu tinh bdc di khich 1¢ ching ta, néu chiing ta dugc
hiép thong trong Thdn Khi, néu chiing ta séng than tinh va biét
cdm thuong nhau, thi xin anh em hdy lam cho niém vui ciia toi
dugc tron ven, la hdy cé cung mdt cdm nghi, cung mot long
mén, cung mot tdm hén, ciung mot Y hudng nhw nhau” (P12, 1-
2). Thanh Phaolé day ring, kha ning dong hanh véi ngudi
khéc 13 d4u hiéu cia trudng thanh thiéng liéng (Rm 15, 5).
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Vi bic Kité mudn gia dinh Ngai dude moi ngudi nhan
biét do tinh yéu thuong clia ching ta d6i v6i nhau (Ga 13, 35),
nén mot khi tinh bing hitu d§ v& thi d6 1a mdt phan ching cho
nhirng ngudi khdng tin. Pay 1a 1y do tai sao thanh Phaold cam
thdy qué x4u hd khi céc tin hitu Corinté phan hod thanh nhiéu
be phai d6i nghich nhau dé€n d6 kién nhau trudce toa. Ngai viét,
“Téi néi thé’ cho anh em phdi xdu hé. Chdng Ié trong anh em lai
khéng c6 nguoi nao khén ngoan cé thé xét xik cdc vu tranh chdap
gitta anh em minh uw?” (1Cr 6, 5). Ngai that bic xidc khi khong
ai trong cong doan d6 di trudng thanh d€ 6n hoa gidi quyét
xung dot. Ciing trong thu nay, ngai néi, “Thua anh em, nhdn
danh Ditc Giésu Kitd, Chiia chiing ta, téi xin anh em hdy nhdt
tri véi nhau trong loi dn tiéng néi, va dimg dé cé sw chia ré
giita anh em, nhung hdy séng hoa thudn mét long mot y vdi
nhau” (1Cr 1, 10).

Né&u ban mudn on Chia xudng trén ddi minh va mudn
dudc ngudi khac nhan bi€t minh 12 con Chia, ban phai hoc tré
nén mot ngudi ki€n tao hoa binh. Pic Giésu néi, “Phiic cho ai
xdy dung hoa binh, vi ho sé dugc goi la con Thién Chiia” (Mt 5,
9). Hay Iuu y, Ngai khong néi, “Phic cho ai yéu chudng hoa
binh”, vi ai cling yéu thich hoa binh. Ngai cliing khéng ndi,
“Phtc cho ai binh an”, nhitng ai khong bao gid bi quay rdy bsi
bat ¢ chuyén gi. Nhung Ngai néi, “Phiic cho nhitng ai xdy
dung hoa binh”- nhitng ai sn sang tim c4ch gidi gd cdc xung
dot. Ngudi xay dung hoa binh that hi€m hoi vi kién tao hoa
binh 14 chuyén khong d&.

B4i 1€ ban dudc tao dung d€ trd nén ngudi nha clia Thién
Chida va muc dich thi hai cda ddi ban trén tran gian 14 hoc
biét yéu thuong va lién két véi nhitng ngudi khac, nén kié€n
tao hoa binh 12 mdt trong nhitng k¥ ning quan trong nhat ban
can trau doi. That khong may, hau hét ching ta khong bao gids
dudc day céach gidi quyét cac mdi xung dot.
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Kién tao hoa binh khéng phéi 1a trdnh xung dét. Chay
trén van dé, gia vd nhu khong c6 né, hoic ngai dé cap dén né
l1a hén nhat. Bdc Giésu, Hoang T& Binh An, khong bao gid sg
xung dot. Mot vai 14n, Ngai tao xung dot vi 1oi ich chung. Poi khi,
chiing ta can tranh xung dot, lic khéc thi cAn tao xung dot va rdi
lic khéc nita, can giai quyét xung dot. P6 14 1y do tai sao chiing ta
phai cau xin sy huéng din lién Ii cia Chida Thanh Than.

Kién tao hoa binh ciing khong phai
12 nhuong bé. Lic nao ciing yéu nhudc

NGAY HAIMUOL 3¢ ¢ khac cha dap minh, d6 cling khong

R TAELAP B phai 13 tinh than clia Pc Giésu. Ngai tr
TINHBANGHUU 1,45 nhyrgng bo nhidu diéu va kién quyét
DA DO VO

duong dau trude nhitng d6i nghich x4u xa.

LAM THE NAO PE TAI LAP MOT TUGNG QUAN

La nhi'ng ngudi tin hitu, Thién Chda trao cho ching ta
“chitc vu hoa gidi” (2Cr 5, 18). P& phuc hdi su hiép thong, day
12 bay budc theo khudén miu Kinh Thanh:

Noéi véi Thién Chuaa trude khi néi véi con nguGi. Ban
bac van dé vdi Chida. N&u trudc tién, ban cAu nguyén cho su
xung dot thay vi ban tan véi mot ngudi nao dé, ban s€ luén
kham ph4 ring, Chia sé& thay d6i 1ong ban hoic Chia sé thay
ddi ngudi kia ma khéng can ban. Moi tuong quan cia ban sé
t6t dep hon néu ban biét cau nguyén nhiéu hon cho cic méi
tuong quan do.

Nhu Pavit té bay trong cdc Thanh Vinh, ban hay dang 151
cAu nguyén khai thong chiéu thdng ditmg. Hay néi vdi Chia
moi khé khan. Hay kéu cau Ngai. Ngai sé khong bao gid ngac
nhién hay buc minh bdi nhitng tam tinh gian ddi, thuong t6n, bat
an hay gi di nita ciia ban. Vay ct n6i v4i Ngai ding tAm tu ban.

Phan 16n xung dot bt ngudn 6 nhitng nhu cau khong dudc
dap ng. Trong d6, c6 mdt s& nhu cau ma chi Thién Chida mdéi
dap tng dugc. Khi ban mong chd bt cif ai - ban be&, vg chdng,
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6ng chii hay mot thanh vién ctia gia dinh - dap ¢ng mdt nhu
cAu ma nhu cAu d6 chi ¢6 Chda méi c6 thé dong day, thi ban tw
dat minh trong that vong va déng cay. Khong ai c6 thé dap tng
moi nhu ciu ctia ban, trir mot minh Thién Chda.

Thénh Téng P Giac6bé nhan xét, rat nhiéu 14n xung dot
xay ra 12 vi ching ta khong cAu nguyén: “Bdi ddu cé chién
tranh, boi ddu cé xung dot gita anh em? ..Thdt vdy, anh em
ham mudn ma anh em khéng cé, nén anh em chém giét; anh em
ganh ghét cling chdng duoc gi, nén anh em xung dot véi nhau,
gady chién véi nhau. Anh em khéng cé la vi anh em khéng xin”
(Gc 4, 1-2). Thay vi huéng 1én Chia, chiing ta lai huéng dén
nhitng ngudi khac d@€ tim hanh phic va rdi ndi gian khi ho bd
roi ching ta. Thién Chda néi, “Vay tai sao con khong dén vdéi
Ta truGe?”.

Luén luén di buéc truée. Khong k€ ban
1a ngudi gy c¢d xic pham hay bi xidc pham,
Chida muén ban ludn 1a ngudi di true. Ping
doi ho dén véi ban. Hay dén véi ho trude. Tai
lap tinh bing hitu da d6 v3 thi cAp bach nén
bic Giésu doi hdi né phai dugce uu tién hon ca
viéc thd phugng. Ngai néi, “Vay, néu khi anh
sdp dang 1€ vat truéc ban tho, ma suc nhd cé
nguoi anh em dang c6é chuyén bdt binh vdi anh,
thi hdy dé ciia 1€ lai d6 trudc ban tho, di lam hoa vdi nguoi anh
em dy dd, roi tré lai dang 1€ vat ciia minh” (Mt 5, 23-24).

M3i khi tinh bing hitu cang thing hoic d6 v3, hay du liéu
ngay mot budi hop mat gidi hoa. Pirng chan chir, vién c6 hay
khat hen “Ngay nao do, t6i sé& gidi quyét viée nay”. Hay I1én
lich gi hop va gip mit sém nhat c6 thé. Tri hodn chi dao sau
thém oan hdn va Iam cho sy viéc t&€ hon. Trong xung dot, thdi
gid ching cttu chita dudc gi; né chi 1am céc vét thuong thém
ung mu.

MUC DICH#2: BAN DUGC TAO DUNG PESONG TRONG GIADINH CUATHIENCHUA 199



Hanh dong nhanh cling 1am gidm nhing thiét hai cho ddi
song thiéng liéng clia ban. Kinh Thanh néi, t6i 151, k€ ca cac
xung dot khong dugc gidi quyét, sé can tré hiép thong cia
chiing ta véi Thién Chia va 1am cho 15i cAu nguyén khdng
dugc dap tra (1Pr 3, 7), ngoai ra, ching con gdy khén khé.
Nhitng ngudi ban cia Giép nhic cho dng, “Qud that, ndi sdu
khé lam nguoi dién phdi chét va gian hon lam ké dai phdi tiéu
vong” va “Chinh anh da tu day vo trong khi gidn dit, chdng Ié vi
anh ma cd trdi dat lai bi bé hoang va niii dd chuyén minh doi
ch?” (G5,2;18,4).

Thanh ¢6ng cia mdt hdi nghi hoa binh thudng tuy thudc
vao viéc chon ding thdi diém va ding noi d€ gap gd. Ping
gap mit khi mot trong hai bén cdm thdy mét mdi, gap it hay
biét trude s& bi gidn doan. Thdi di€m t6t nhat 14 khi ¢4 hai
phia thdy thu4n tién nhat.

Cam théng véi nhitng caAm nghi cta ho. Hiy 1dng nghe
nhiéu hon néi. Trude khi ¢6 ¥ dinh giai quyét bat cif mot bat
ddng nao, diu tién, ban phai ling nghe nhitng tAm tu cda ho.
Théanh Phaold khuyén, “Mdi nguoi dimg tim loi ich cho riéng
minh, nhung tim loi ich cho nguoi khdc” (P12, 4). Tt ng® “tim”
trong ti€ng Hy Lap dudc goi 1a skopos, gdc cia cic i tele-
scope (vién vong kinh) va mi-

croscope (kinh hién vi). N6

¢6 nghia 1a chd y quan sat \{?/‘
thatky! Tap trung vao nhitng Chiia mudn ban luén
tAm tinh clia ngudi anh em la nguoi di trudc.
chi kh6ng phdi nhGng su - JJ}\

kién. Hay bit diu véi long
cam thong chi khéng phéai 1a nhitng giai phap.

Trudc hét, e @€ ngudi anh em boc 16 cam xidc. Ching ta
chi viéc 1ing nghe va d€ ho thd 16 tAm tinh khong chiit e d¢, tw
vé. Hay gat ddu t6 ra hiu van dé ca khi ban khong dong y.
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Nhitng cdm xic khong luén luén ding hay hop 1y. Qua thé,
gidn hon thudng 1am ching ta phdn @ng va suy nghi léch lac.
Pavit thira nhan, “Khi long con ngdm hon cay ddng va ndi don
dau thdu tén rudt gan, con qud da ngu si chdng hiéu, trudc mdt
Ngai nhu thii vdt nao hon” (Tv 73,21-22). Ching ta hanh dong
nhu da thd mdi khi gdy thuong tdn.

Trai lai, Kinh Thanh néi, “Hiéu biét lam con nguoi chdm
gidn, bé qua loi xiic pham khién con nguoi duoc tén vinh” (Cn
19, 11). Nhin nai dén tir khon ngoan, khon ngoan dén tir viéc
ling nghe quan di€ém cia ngudi khac. Thai dd ldng nghe bay
14, “T6i tran trong ¥ ki€n cda ban, t6i wu to cho twong quan clia
chiing ta, va d6i vdi tdi, ban that quan trong”.
Cau néi quen thudc nay van ding: Ngudi ta
khong quan tAm dén nhitng gi chiing ta biét
cho dén khi ho biét chiing ta dang quan tAm
dén ho.

P& phuc hdi twong quan, “Mdi nguoi
chiing ta hdy chiéu theo s thich ké khdc, vi
loi ich ciia ho, va dé xdy dung” (Rm 15, 2).
Kién nhin dén nhan con gian cia ngudi khac
la mét hy sinh, dac biét khi n6 v6 can cu.
Nhung hay nhd ring, Pic Giésu da 1am di€u d6 cho ban.
Ngai chiu dung su gidn dit diy 4c tdAm va v cin cf dé ciu
ban: “Thdt vdy, Pitc Kité dd khéng chiéu theo sd thich ciia
minh; trdi lai nhw c6 lo1 chép: Loi ké thod ma Ngai, nay chinh
con hitng chiu” (Rm 15, 3).

Nhin nhan phén 13i ctia minh trong xung dot. Néu ban
hét 1ong mudn tai 1ap mot tuong quan, hdy bit dau bing viéc
nhin nhén 13i 1Am cia minh. Pic Giésu coi d6 1a cich d€ nhin
6 hon moi viéc: “Hoi ké dao ditc gid! Ldy cdi xa ra khoi mdt
anh trudc da, réi anh sé thdy ro dé 14y cdi rdc ra khéi mdt
nguoi anh em” (Mt 7, 5).
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Vi t4t ¢4 chiing ta déu c¢é nhitng vét mi, nén cé thé ban
cAn phai nhd mot ngudi thit ba lugng gia hanh dong cda ban
trde khi gap gd ngudi ma ban xung dot. Pong thdi, cling cau
xin Chiia chi cho ban thdy phan nio clia van dé 1a do 13i clia
ban. Hay hdi, “T6i ¢6 van d&? C6 phai t6i khong thuc t&, t6i
khong nhay cdm hay qua nhay cdm? Kinh Thanh néi, “Néu
chiing ta ndi la chiing ta khong c6 téi, chiing ta tu lica d6i minh,
va su thdt khong & trong chiing ta” (1Ga 1, 8).

Nhin nhén 16i 1dm ctia minh 14 mo6t dung cu hitu hiéu cho
viéc hoa gidi. Thong thudng, cich ching ta gidi quyét xung
dot lai gay thuong tdn hon chinh van dé ban d4u. Khi ban bit
d4u khiém t&n nhin nhan sai 16i ctia minh, con gian clia ngudi
kia s& ling xudng va diéu nay sé giai gidi ho vi ho nghi ring
ban sé& tur vé. Pirng bao chita ciing dirng d6 13i cho ngudi khac;
ctt thdng thdn lanh trach nhiém phin ban di gdy nén trong
xung dot. Hay nhan 13i clia minh va xin 151

Nhém van dé, dirng nhidm con ngudi. Ban khong thé chan
chinh vdn d€ néu c mat thdi gid chan chinh 1am 13i ngudi
khéc. Phéai chon mot trong hai. Kinh Thénh néi, “Cdu ddp diu
dang khién con gidn tiéu tan, 1oi néi khiéu khich lam néi con
thinh no” (Cn 15, 1). Ban s€ khdng bao gi§ trinh bay dudc
quan diém clia minh cach r6 rang khi cau kinh gian dit, vay
hay khéo chon lwa ngdn tr. Mot ciu tra 181 nhe nhang ludn
ludn hi€u qué hon céu tra 15i chua chat.

Khi gidi quyét xung dot, cdch ban néi cling quan trong
nhv diéu ban néi. Néu giong diéu ban c6 vé cong kich, ngudi
nghe s€ don nhan n6 cach ty vé. Thi€n Chia ndi véi ching ta,
“Nguoi cé tri khén ngoan duoc coi la sdng sudt, loi ngot ngao
lam cho sitc thuyét phuc gia tang” (Cn 16, 21). Gt gdng khong
bao gi¢ hiéu qua. Ban sé khong thuyét phuc dudc ai khi gét
gdng.
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V3o thdi Chién Tranh Lanh, ca hai phia déu déng y khong
bao gid st dung mdt s& vii khi c6 sitc huy diét 16n. Ngay nay,
vil khi ho4 hoc va sinh hoc bi cAm, c4c kho du trit vii khi nguyén
tr dang gidm dan va dudc tiéu huy. Vi Idi ich clia hiép thong,
ban ciing hay ti€u huy nhitng kho vii khi nguyén t cia céc
mdi quan hé, bao gém két

an, khinh dé&, so sanh, d4n \/‘?'/‘

nhﬁp,/ha ¢0, xtdc Ph@m’ day Khi gidi quyét xung dot,
nghi€n va mia mai. Thénh cdch ban ndi ciing quan trong
Phaolé tém tat di¢u 4o nhut diéu ban néi.

nhu thé ndy: “Anh em ding

bao gio thét ra nhitng loi ‘/1'/;}\

déc dia, nhung néu cdn,
hdy néi nhitng 10i 16t dep, dé xdy dung va lam ich cho nguoi
nghe” (Ep 4, 29).

Hay cong tac chitng nao cé thé. Thanh Phaold néi, “Hay
lam tdt cd nhitng gi anh em c6 thé lam duoc dé séng hoa thudn
vdi moi nguoi” (Rm 12, 18). Su hoa thuan ludn ¢6 gia cia nd.
Nhiéu Idc ching ta phai bé di sy kiéu hdnh; thudng 14 bing
viéc bd di thai do chi bi€t ¢6 minh. Vi I6i ich cda mdi tinh
than, ban hay hét sitc khoan nhugng, hoa hgp vdi ngudi khac
va té ra lvu ¥ dén nhu ciu cda ho (Rm 12, 10; P12, 3). Prc
Giésu n6i dén tinh cich nay trong mdi phic thit bay, “Phiic
thay ai xdy dung hoa binh, vi ho sé dugc goi la con Thién Chiia”
(Mt5,9).

Hiy nhan manh viéc hoa gidi, khong nhadn manh cach
giai quyét. Sé khong thyc t€ khi trdng mong moi ngudi ddng ¥y
moi chuyén. Hoa gidi diat ning vao tinh bing hitu dang khi
giai phap chi tim giai quy&t van dé. Khi chiing ta nhim sy hoa
giai thi van dé khong con ¥ nghia va thudng tré nén khong con
quan trong.

Chiing ta c6 thé tai 1ap twong quan ci khi khong thé giai
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quyét nhitng khac biét clia nhau. Kité hitu thudng c¢é nhitng bAt
ddng hop phép, thing thdn véi nhitng ¥ ki€n khac nhau, nhung
van c6 thé bat ddng ma khong bat binh. Cling mot vién kim
cuong, nhung mdi géc nhin mdi khac. Thién Chia tréng mong
st hiép nhat chit khdng tréng mong moi ngudi giéng hét nhau,
va chiing ta ¢6 thé budc di tay trong tay ma khong mit ludm
mit vé moi van dé.

biéu nay khong cé nghia 12 ban khong ciAn tim mdt giai
phap cho van dé. C6 thé ban

can tiép tuc thao ludn, ngay - \,ﬁ’/‘

ca tranh luin - nhung hay Hoa gidi ddt ndng vao tinh
lam trong tinh than 6n hoa.  bdng hitu dang khi gidi phdp
Hoa gidi mudn ndi ring, chi tim gidi quyét van dé.

ban khéng con cai nhau - ../J?f\

nhung van dé vin cin duoc
thdo luan.

Nhu 12 két qua sau khi doc xong chudng nay, vay thi ai la
ngudi ma ban can gip? Vdi ai, ban cin tai lap tuong quan?
bung tri hoan mdt gidy nao nita. Bay gid ban hay ding lai va
néi v6i Chida vé ngudi d6. Hay nhic dién thoai 1&n va bit diu.
Bay budc nay xem ra don gidn nhung that khong d&. PE tai lap
mdt twong quan, cAn nhi¢u nd lyc. P6 1a 1y do tai sao thanh
Phéré thic giuc, “Phdi lam lanh ldnh di¥, tim kiém va theo
dudi binh an” (1Pr 3, 11). Th& nhung, chinh khi ban x4y dung
hoa binh 14 ban dang 1am diéu Thién Chiia mudn. 6 12 Iy do
Ngai goi nhitng ké kién tao hoa binh 1 con céi clia Ngai (Mt
5,9).

204 SONG THEO PUNG MUC DICH



NGAY HAI MUOI R
NGHI VE MUC PiCH POI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tu: Cic moi tuong quan ludn ddng
dugc téi lap.

Mot cdu Kinh Thdnh dé nho: “Hdy lam tdt cd
nhitng gi anh em c6 thé lam duogc, dé séng hoa thudn
vdi moi nguoi” (Rm 12, 18).

Mt cdu héi dé nghién ngam: Ngay hom nay, véi
ai, toi cin tdi 14p moi tuong quan da dd va?

L . ~el
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BAO VI HOI THANH CUA BAN

“Anh em hay thiét tha duy tri sy hiép nhdt
ma Than Khi dem lai,
bdng cdch dn & thudn hoa gdn bé véi nhau”
(Ep 4, 3).

“Trén hét moi ditc tinh,
anh em phdi cé long bdc di:
doé la méi day lién két tuyét hdo”

(C13, 14).

Cong viéc clia ban 1a b4o vé& sur hiép nhat Hoi Thanh.

Hiép nhat Hoi Thanh quan trong dén ndi Tan USc chi y
nhiéu hon c3 thién dang hoa nguc. Udc mudn siu xa cia Thién
Chda la ching ta cam nghi€ém dudc su nén mot va hoa hop véi
nhau.

Hiép nhat 12 linh hon cia hiép thong. Pha huy hiép nhat 1a
méc qua tim ra khéi Than Thé Piic Kitd. Hiép nhat 1a ban chat,
14 c6t 161 cach thic Thién Chia du dinh d€ chiing ta cAm nghiém
mdt ddi sdng chung trong Hoi Thanh Ngai. M6 hinh tuyét voi
clia hiép nhat d€ chiing ta noi theo 14 Thién Chida Ba Ngoi.
Chda Cha, Chiia Con va Chida Thanh Than hiép nhat tron ven
nén mdt. Chinh Thién Chiia 13 miu guong cao ci nhat clia mot
tinh yéu hy sinh, khiém t6n coi trong ngudi khac, va hoa hop
tron ven.

Nhu cac bac cha me, Cha ching ta trén trdi cling vui mirng
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khi thiy con c4i Ngai s6ng hoa thuan véi nhau. Vao nhitng gic
phiit cudi ddi trude khi bi bit, Pic Giésu tha thi€t cAu nguyén
cho su hiép nhit (Gal7,20-23). Chinh su hiép nhat cia chiing
ta 1a diu quan trong nhat trong tAm tri Ngai vao nhirng gio
phit hap héi Ay. Piu d6 cho thdy tim quan trong ctia van
de.

Véi Thién Chda, trén mit dat ndy khong gi quy hon Hoi
Thanh. Ngai trd gid cao nhit cho Hoi Thanh 4y, va Ngai mudn
bao vé Hoi Thanh, cach riéng khdi nhitng pha huy giy nén bdi
chia r&, xung dot va bat hoa. N&u ban 13 thanh phan cia gia
dinh Thién Chia, ban c6 trach

nhiém b3o v¢& hiép nhat. Ban dudc \fd/"/‘
Bifc Giesu vy thic lam moi swed oo cpin khong o
thé d€ gin gi® hiép nhat, bdo vé o

hiép thong va ¢d vii sw hoa hgp ~ frén mdt dat nay quy hon
trong gia dinh HO1 Thanh va gitta Hoi Thdanh Ngai.

nhitng ngudi tin. Kinh Thénh ndi, - JJ?/\
“Anh em hdy thiét tha duy tri su

hiép nhdt ma Thdn Khi dem lai, bdng cdch dn & thudn hoa gdn
b6 vdi nhau” (Ep 4, 3). Chiing ta sé 1am gi véi trong trach niy?
Kinh Thé4nh cho chiing ta nhitng 151 khuyén thuc t€.

Nh#m nhitng di€m chung, khong nhim nhitng khac biét.
Thénh Phaold néi: “Vdy chiing ta hdy theo dudi nhitng gi dem
lai binh an va nhitng gi xdy dung cho nhau” (Rm 14, 19). La
nhitng ngudi tin, ching ta ciing chia s¢ mo6t Thi€n Chda, mot
Than Thé, mot muc dich, mdt Cha, mot Thanh Than, mot hy
vong, mot ddc tin, mdt Phép Rita va mot tinh yéu (Rm10, 12;
12,4-5;1Cr 1, 10; 8,6; 12, 13; Ep 4, 4; 5,5; P1 2, 2). Ching ta
ciing chia sé mot on cttu do, mot ddi séng va mot twong lai - d6
12 nhitng yéu t6 quan trong hon nhiéu so véi bat cif khac biét
nio ma chiing ta ¢6 thé k€ ra. Phai quy chi€u vao nhitng diéu
do, dung tap trung vao nhitng khéc bi€t c4 nhan.
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Hay nhd ring, chinh Thién Chida da chon cho chiing ta
nhitng c4 tinh, bdi canh, chling tdc va nhitng sd thich khéc nhau,
nén phai quy trong va vui hudng nhitng khac biét Ay chit khong
chi cam chiu ching. Thién Chia mudn hiép nhat, Ngai khong
mudn déng dang. Nhung vi 16i ich cda hiép nhat, dirng bao gis
dé€ nhitng khac biét Ay chia ré ching ta. Phai chi tdm vao
nhitng gi quan trong nhat - hoc yéu thudng nhau nhu Pic Kitd
da y€u thudng, va hoan thanh nam muc dich Thién Chia danh
cho mdi ngudi va Hoi Thanh Ngai.

Xung dot thudng 14 d4u cho thdy su tp trung da rdi vao
nhirng gi kém quan trong, nhitng chuyén ma Kinh Thanh goi la
“nhitng chuyén cé thé gdy cdi co” (2Tm 2, 23; Rm 4, 1). Khi
ching ta tap trung vao cé tinh, s§ thich, nhitng 161 giai thich,
nhitng phong cach sdng, hodc nhitng phudng phép riéng, chia
ré ludn ludn x4y ra. Nhung néu tap trung vao viéc yéu thuong
nhau va thuc thi nhitng muc dich ctia Thién Chia, sy hoa hgp
s& dén. Thanh Phaold tha thiét vé6i diéu nay: “Thua anh em,
nhdn Danh Diic Giésu Kité Chiia chiing ta, toi khuyén anh em
hdy nhat tri véi nhau trong loi dn tiéng ndi, va ditng dé cé su
chia ré giita anh em, nhung hay séng hoa thudn, mét long mot y
vdi nhau” (1Cr 1, 10).

Phai thyc t& véi nhitng Wéc mong cia ban. Mot khi ban
khdm ph4 twong quan thdt 1a gi nhu Chida mudn, ban rat dé
nan chi do khodng cach gitta Iy tudng va thuc té trong HoOi
Thanh cia ban. VAy ma ban phai yéu mén Hoi Thanh cich
tha thiét, bat chdp nhitng bat toan clia H6i Thanh. Ngudng
vong 1y tdng dang khi phé phan thuc t&, qua 1a thi€u trudng
thanh. Pang khic, biing long véi thue t&€ ma khong b géng
dat t6i Iy twdng lai 12 tv man. Trudng thanh 14 s6éng véi thuc
t&€ khé khan.

C4c tin hitu khac sé 1am ban that vong va nhut chi, nhung
khong vi th& ma ban khong twong giao véi ho. Ho 1a gia dinh
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clia ban, c khi ho khong s6ng nhu th&, ban ciing khong thé bd
ro1 ho. Thay vao dd, Thi€én Chda n6i v6i ching ta, “Anh em hdy
dn & that khiém t6n, hién tir va nhédn nai; hdy ldy tinh bdc di
ma chiu dung ldn nhau” (Ep 4, 2).

Ngudi ta that vong vdi Hoi Thanh vi nhiéu ly do d& hiéu.
Béng liét ké hén phai khéa dai: xung dot, ton thuong, gia hinh,
tdc trach, nhd nhit, né luat, va nhitng t6i khac. Thay vi s6c¢ va
kinh ngac, ching ta hay nhd, Hoi Thanh dudgc hinh thanh tr
nhitng to6i nhan thuc thu, k&
cé ching ta. Vila nhitng toi \f‘?’/‘
nhdn, ching ta gdy tén
thuong cho nhau khi hatw y, i gy ion bt chdp nhing
khi v6 tinh. Nhung thay vi bt todn ciia Hoi Tha

e , dt toan cua Hoi Thdnh.
r61 bo HO1 Thanh, ching ta
cin & lai va tim gidi phdp J‘?j\
cho van dé chirng nao cé
thé. Hoa giai, chit khong chay trén, 1a con dudng dan dén mot
nhan cadch manh mé va mdt tvong quan sau dam hon.

Ban phdi thiét tha yéu mén

Ly di Hoi Thanh, ngay 14n dau gip that vong va v8 mong
12 d4u hiéu chua trudng thanh. Thién Chia c6 nhiu diéu mudn
day cho ban va ca nhitng ngudi khac nita. Bén canh d6, khong
c6 cong doan ndo 14 hoan hao dé€ ban 4n than. Mdi cong doan
¢6 nhitng y&u dudi va van d€ cia né. Réi ban sé sém that vong
mot 14n nira.

Groucho Marx ndi ti€ng vi néi ring, 6ng khéng mudn
thudc vé bat cit hoi doan nao dé€ 6ng gia nhap cach d& dang.
N&u mdt Hoi Thanh phai hoan hdo mdi thod man ban, thi
chinh sy hoan hao dé s€ loai tritr ban, bdi vi ban ciing khong
hoan héo!

Dietrich Bonhoffer, muc su ngudi Pic chiu tf dao do chdng
lai Pic qudc x4, da viét mot cudn sach vé twong quan Doi Séng
Chung. Trong d6 6ng néi riing, khong con 4o twdng vé Hoi Thanh
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NGAY HAIMUOI MOT  dia phuong cia chiing ta 1a mot diéu

BAO VE t6t, bdi né danh d6 nhitng mong chd
HOITHANH léch lac vé su hoan hdo noi chiing ta.
CUA BAN Cang s6m loai bé nhitng ngudng vong

hao huyén vé Hoi Thanh, chiing ta cang

sém bd théi gid hinh va nhin nhan ring,
tdt cd ching ta déu bat toan va cin dén an sting. Pay 1a budc
khdi dau clia mdt cong doan dich thuc.

M3i cong doan c6 thé treo 1én mot tAm bang “Ngudi hoan
hdo khong cin gia nhap. Pay 14 noi chi danh cho nhitng ai
nhan minh 12 tdi nhan, can an sing vA mudn 16n 1én”.

Bonhoffer néi, “Ai yéu mo udc cliia minh cho cdng doan
nhiéu hon chinh cdng doan minh dang s6ng, sé 1a ngudi pha
hoai cdng doan Kit6 hitu clia minh... Néu chiing ta khong biét
ta on mdi ngay vé cic mdi lién hé trong gia dinh Pic Kitd,
trong d6 chiing ta dugc dat vao, ca khi ching c6 mot kinh nghiém
16n lao ndo, chang c6 su phong phid nao duge kham phé, nhung
chi toan yé&u dudi, yéu dic tin va khé khin; réi néu ngudc lai,
chiing ta ct ti€p tuc than phién 12 moi cdi déu nhd bé va tAm
thudng - thi chinh chiing ta lai can tr§ Thién Chida, khong dé
Ngai 1am cho mdi twong quan hiép thong cia ching ta 16n
1é€n”.

Hay khich 1¢ hon 1a phé binh. That luén dé dang khi ding
ngoai cudc va phé binh nhitng ngudi dang phuc vu hon 1a dan
than va déng gép. Thién Chia canh bo chiing ta nhiéu 1an 14
dirng phé€ phén, so sanh hoac xét doan ngudi khac (Rm 14, 13;
Ge4,11;Ep4,29; Mt5,9;Ge 5, 9). Khi phé phdn nhitng gi mot
ngudi anh em cuing tin khac dang 1am trong difc tin va niém
xdc tin chin thanh, ban dang xen vao cong viéc clia Thi€n

13 Dietrich Bonhoffer, Life Together (Newyork: HarperCollins, 1954).
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Chuda. “Ban la ai ma xét dodn nguoi nha cia ké khdc? N6 ding
hay né ngad, dé la viéc ciia chii né. Nhung né sé ding, vi Chiia
c6 khd nang lam cho né diing” (Rm 14, 4).

Thanh Phaolé thém ring, ching ta khéng dudc xét xir
hodc xem thudng céc tin hitu khdc vi nhitng x4c tin cda ho
khéng gidng vdi ching ta, “Thé ma ban, sao ban lai xét
dodn nguoi anh em? Va ban nita, sao ban khinh dé nguoi anh
em? Qud thé, tdt cd chiing ta sé phdi ra trudc toa Thién Chiia”
(Rm 1, 10).

HE khi nao t6i xét doan mot tin hitu khac, bon diéu s& xay
dén ngay lic Ay: T6i mat twong quan vdéi Thién Chida, t6i t6 ra
kiéu ngao va bat an, t6i ty dit minh dé bi Thién Chda xét xit
va t61 lam nguy hai dén hiép thong cia Hoi Thanh. Phé phén
do4n xét 1a mot théi xau dit gia.

Kinh Thanh goi Satan 14 “Ké 16" cdo anh em” (Kh 12, 10).
Cong viéc clia Ma Quy 1a d8 181, phan nan va phé binh nhitng
thanh vién gia dinh Thién Chda. BAt cif khi ndo 1am nhu thé,
chiing ta bi lra 1am ¢6ng viéc ctia Satan, cho Satan. Hay nhd,
dil ban bat ddng véi cac Kitd hitu khac dén dau, ho ching bao
i 13 k& thi that su ca. Thoi gid ban bd ra d€ so sanh hoic
phé binh cic tin hitu khéc, 1& ra, nén danh dé€ xay dung hiép
nhat twvong quan. Kinh Thanh néi, “Vdy chiing ta hdy theo dudi
nhitng gi dem lai binh an va nhiing gi xdy dung cho nhau” (Rm
14, 19).

T chéi nghe nhitng 16i néi hanh. N6i hanh 14 loan truyén
thong tin khi ban khong can du vao van dé ciing khong can du
vao viéc gidi quyét né. Ban biét néi hanh néi x4u 1a sai, nhung
nguyén viéc nghe né, ban ciing khong nén néu ban muén bao
vé& Hoi Thanh clia ban. Nghe 13i néi hanh néi xau ciing nhu
nhan dd an cdp, va viéc d6 khién ban trd nén tdi pham.

Khi ¢é ai bit ddu néi hanh vé6i ban, hdy can ddm ndi,
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“Lam on ding lai. Toi khong can biét diCu nay. Anh da tryc
ti€p ndi véi ngudi Ay chua?”. Ngudi néi hanh vdi ban cling sé
néi hanh vé ban. Ho khong dang tin. Néu ban nghe néi hanh,
Thién Chia s€ ndi ban la ngudi gay xao tron (Cn 17, 4; 16, 28;
26, 20; 25, 9; 20, 19). “Phuong gian dc dé tdm nghe nhitng 1oi
bdt chinh, quan lira ddo ldng tai nghe nhiing chuyén hai nguoi”
(Cn 17, 4). “Ho la nhitng ké gdy chia ré, séng theo tinh tw nhién,
khéng c6 Than Khi” (Gd 1, 19).

Pang budn 1a trong dan chién clia Thién Chda, nhitng vét
thuong 16n nhat thudng dén tir chién khéc, khong phai tir bay
s6i. Thanh Phaolé khuyén cdo “nhitng Kitd hitu an thit” 1a
nhitng ngudi “ccdn xé nhau” va phé hoai hiép thong (Gl 5, 15).
Kinh Th4nh néi, v6i nhitng hang gy r6i 4y thi nén trdnh xa.
“Dika ngoi 1é déi mdch tiét 1o diéu bi mat, vay dimg giao du véi
ké ldm 13i” (Cn 20, 19). C4ch nhanh nhét @€ chdm dift xung
dot cong doan hay mot nhém nhd 1a truc dién mdt cach yéu
thuong véi nhitng ngudi dang néi xau va yéu
cau ho cham dut viéc d6. Salomon chi & diéu
Ay, “Ciii tan thi lita tdt, hét ké mdch 1éo thi
ciing bot doi co” (Cn 26, 20).

Thyc hanh céch gidi quyét xung dot cua
Chida. Ngoai nhitng nguyén tic néu 1én &
chuong vira o1, Pdc Giésu da cho Gido Hoi
mot tién trinh don gidn gdm ba bude: “Néu
nguoi anh em cia anh trét pham toi, thi anh
hdy di sita 16i né, mét minh anh véi né ma théi.
Néu né chiu nghe anh, thi anh da chinh phuc
dugc nguoi anh em. Con néu né khoéng chiu nghe, thi hay dem
theo mot hay hai nguoi niia, dé moi coéng viéc duoc gidi quyét,
cdn cit vao loi hai hodc ba chitng nhan. Néu né khéng nghe ho,
thi hday di thua Ho1 Thanh” (Mt 18, 15-17a).

Khi xung dot, ban rat d& bi cam db phan nan véi ngudi
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thd ba hon 1a can ddm ndéi su that trong yéu thuong véi ngudi
ma minh dang khé chiu. Piéu ndy 1am cho van d€ trd nén xau
hon; thay vao dé, ban nén di gip truc tiép ngudi Ay.

Gap g8 truc ti€p riéng tv ludn 1a bude dau, va ban nén
lam sém chitng nao c6 thé. Néu khong thé giai quyét sur viée
gilta hai ngudi, budc thit hai 1a nhd mdt hodc hai nhan chirng
dé gitip xac quyét van dé va hoa giai méi twong quan. Ban nén
lam gi khi ngudi 4y van ¢6 chap? Pirc Giésu néi 12 dem
ngudi dé dén cong doan. Néu ngudi d6 ciing tr chdi ldng
nghe, ban nén d6i xit véi ho nhu mdt ngudi khong tin (Mt 18,
17;1Cr 5, 5).

Hay ning d& chu chiin va ngudi lanh dao ctia ban. Khong
¢6 nhitng 1anh dao hoan hao, nhung Thi€n Chida lai ban cho ho
trach nhiém va quyén binh dé€ duy tri hiép nhat Hoi Thanh.
Khi ¢6 xung dot giita cdc c4 nhan von 1a chuyén ngoai y mudn,
cdc muc t thudng phai ganh 14y mot nhiém vu ching may
thich thd 13 1am trung gian gifa c4dc phan t¥ bi tén thuong,
xung ddét, hodc thicu
trudng thanh. Ho cing

dugc giao phé nhiém vu \{Z,’/‘

khong d& hoan thanh 1a ¢d Chiing ta bdo vé hiép thong
lam cho mei nguwoi vui. khi chiing ta kinh trong
Chinh budc Giésu ciing nhitng nguoi lanh dao phuc
khong lam dudc diéu nay! vu chiing ta.

Kinh Thinh néirat o6 \4}\

vé viéc ching ta phdi

twdng quan thé nao vdi

nhitng ngudi phuc vu ching ta: “Anh em hay vdng loi nhitng
nguoi lanh dao anh em va hdy phuc tung ho, vi ho chdm séc
linh hon anh em nhw nhitng nguoi sé phdi trd 1€ véi Thién Chiia.
Nhu thé, ho sé vui vé thi hanh phan su ciia minh ma khéng than
thd, béi vi diéu dé chdng ich gi cho anh em” (Dt 13, 17).
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Ngay kia, cdac chi chian s€ ddng trudc mét Thién Chia,
tra 18 vé viéc ho da cham séc ban thé ndo, “Ho cham séc linh
hon anh em nhw nhitng nguoi sé phdi trd I véi Thién Chiia”
(Dt 13, 17). Nhung ban cling ¢6 trach nhiém. Ban ciing s€ tra
1& v6i Thién Chia 13 ban da nghe theo chi chin cia ban th&
nao.

Kinh Thénh cung cAp cho c4c chii chian nhitng chi din rat
chi ti€t v€ cach tng xit vdi nhitng ngudi gay chia ré maoi hiép
thong. Ho phéi tranh tranh cdi, day db cach nha nhin phia
chéng d6i trong khi vin cAu nguyén cho ho thay ddi, khuyén
ran nhitng ngudi thich tranh luan, khan thiét cho su hoa hgp va
hiép nhat, khién trdch nhing ngudi
khong t6n trong quyén lanh dao va dua
nhitng ngudi chia ré ra khdi cdng doan
néu ho 1am ngd trude hai khuyén du trén
(2Tm 2, 14.23-26; P1 4, 2; Tt 2, 15- 3,
2.10-11).

Ching ta bdo v€ hiép th6éng khi
ching ta kinh trong nhirng ngudi lanh
dao phuc vu ching ta. Chi chan va céc
trudng 130 can 151 cAu nguyén, su khich
1&, t6n trong va 1ong yéu mén cla ching
ta. Ching ta dudc mdi goi, “Thua anh em, chiing t6i xin anh em
hdy quy trong nhitng ai dang vat vd vi anh em, dé lanh dao anh
em nhdan danh Chiia va khuyén bdo anh em. Hdy ldy tinh bdc di
ma hét long tén kinh nhitng nguoi dy, vi céng viéc ho lam”
(1Tx 5, 12-13a).

Té6i thach thitc ban ch4p nhan trach nhiém bao vé va cd
vii hiép nhat Hoi Thanh cda ban. Hay ddn hét nd luc clia ban
vao d6, dep 1ong Chiia biét bao! Piéu d6 khong phai ludn ludn
d& dang. Mot d6i khi ban s& phai 1am diéu t6t nhat cho Than
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Thé, chit khong cho chinh minh d€ ching t3 ban coi ngudi khac
trong hon minh. D6 1a 1y do Thién Chda dat ching ta trong gia
dinh Ho6i Thanh - d€ hoc quén minh. Trong cdng doan, chiing
ta hoc néi “chiing ta” thay vi “t6i”, va “ctia chiing ta” thay vi
“ctia t61”. Chia néi, “Dung ai tim ich lgi cho riéng minh, nhung
hay tim ich lgi cho nguoi khdc” (1Cr 10, 24).

Thién Chia chidc lanh cho ¢dng doan nao hiép nhat. 0]
Ho6i Thanh Saddleback, mdi ngudi déu ky mot két uSc gdm
mot 151 hita bdo vé sy hiép nhat clia cdng doan. KE&t qua 1a
Ho6i Thanh nay khong bao gid ¢6 xung dot giy ran ndt moi
hiép thong. Piu ndy that quan trong, bdi vi d6 13 mot cong
doan yéu thuong hiép nhat, nén nhiéu ngudi mudn 12 mot thanh
phan cia Hoi Thanh niy! Trong bdy nam qua, Hoi Thanh da
rta toi duge 9.100 tan tong. Khi Thién Chida muén giao mot
dan tré sd sinh méi tin, Ngai tim mdt ndi sinh nd 4m 4p nhAt
ma Ngai c6 thé€ tim thay.

Ban than ban dang 1am gi d€ gia dinh Hoi Thanh nén 4m
ap va yéu thuong? Nhiéu ngudi trong cdng dong cia ban dang
tim ki€m yéu thuong vad mot noi nudng twa. Su that 14 mdi
nguoi can dudc yéu thuong va mudn dude yéu thuong, va khi
ngudi ta tim duge mdt cdng doan, ndi d6 ai ai cling yéu thuong
va lo 1ing cho ngudi khac, ban sé phai déng cira d€ ho khdi tia
vao.
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NGAY HAI MUGI MOT
NGHI VE MUC PiCH POI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tu: T6i c6 trach nhiém bao vé
st hiép nhat ctia Hoi Thanh.

Mot cau Kinh Thdanh dé nhé: “Vay chiing ta hdy
theo dudi nhitng gi dem lai binh an va nhitng gi xdy
dung cho nhau” (Rm 14, 19).

Mot cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: Ban than tdi phai
1am gi @€ bao vé su hiép nhat clia gia dinh H6i Thanh
t61 ngay hém nay?

|
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MUC PICH # 3

BAN DUOC TAO DUNG
DPE NEN GIONG PUC KITO

“Anh em hdy bén ré sdu
va xdy dung doi minh
trén nén tdng la Pitc Kité Giésu,
hady dwa vao diic tin ma anh em da duoc thu hudhn,
va dé cho long chan chita niém tri dn cdm ta”

(C12,7).
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PUGC TAO DUNG
PE NEN GIONG PUC KITO

“Vi nhitng ai Ngai da biét tw trudc,
thi Ngai da tién dinh cho ho
nén dong hinh déng dang vdi Con ciia Ngai,
dé Con ciia Ngai lam trudng tit
gilta mot dan em dong diic”

(Rm 8, 29).

“Thdnh Tw la hinh dnh Thién Chiia vé hinh,
la trudng tit sinh ra trudc moi loai tho tao”
(Cl1, 15).

Ban dudc tao dung d€ nén giéng Pic Kitd.

Ngay tir ban dau, y dinh Thién Chda 12 tao dung ban nén
gidong Con cda Ngai, D¢ Giésu. Pay la dinh ménh ciia ban,
cing 14 muc dich thit ba cia ddi ban. Thién Chia cong bd y
dinh nay ngay khi tao dung, “Thién Chiia phdn: ‘Chiing ta hdy
lam ra con nguoi theo hinh dnh ching ta, giong nhu ching ta’”
(St 1, 26a).

Trong toan bo cOng cudc sang tao, chi con ngudi dudc tao
dung “gidng hinh 4nh Thién Chia”. Pay 1a dic 4n cao ¢4 dem
lai cho chiing ta phdm gia. Dau khéng hi€u hét moi 4n ¥ clia
cum tf nay, nhung ching ta biét mot vai khia canh ciia né:
Nhu Thién Chia, ching ta 1 nhitng hitu thé thiéng liéng - tinh
than clia ching ta bat tf va ton tai ldu bén hon than thé tran
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th&; ching ta thudc vé tinh thdn - c¢6 thé€ suy nghi, Iy luan va
giai quyét van dé; nhu Thién Chia, chiing ta séng tuong quan
- cho va nhan tinh y€u chéan that; va ¢c6 mot luong tdm ludn ly
- ¢6 thé€ phan biét phai trai. Chinh diéu ndy ma chiing ta c6
trach nhiém truGc Thi€n Chia.

Kinh Thanh néi, moi dan toc, khdong chi nhitng ngudi tin,
du phan hinh 4nh ctia Thién Chda; vi thé€ giét ngudi va pha
thai la sai (St 6, 9; Tv 139, 13-16; Ge 1, 15; Dt 1, 3). Nhung
hinh 4nh thi bat toan, hu hoai v méo mé bdi 01 16i. Vi thé,
Thién Chia sai Ptic Giésu dén phuc héi hinh 4nh tron ven ma
chiing ta da danh mat.

“Hinh 4nh tron ven va giéng Thién Chia” 1a gi? La nén
gidng Pic Giésu Kitd! Kinh Thanh néi, Pic Giésu “la hinh
danh hitu hinh ctia Thién Chiia vé hinh” (2Cr 4, 4; Cl 1, 15), “la
hinh dnh trung thuc ciia bdn thé Thién Chiia” (Dt 1, 5).

Ngudi ta thudng diing cu “cha nao con 4y ” d€ chi sy giéng
nhau trong gia dinh. Khi ngudi ta thdy cic con tdi gidng tdi,
diéu 4y 1am t6i vui. Thién Chiia mudn con cdi Ngai mang hinh
4nh Ngai va nén gidng Ngai. Kinh
Thénh né1, “Con nguoi da dugc sdng tao
theo hinh dnh Thién Chia dé thdat su
séng céng chinh va thdnh thién” (Ep 4,
24b).

Pé t6i néi 16 hon: ban sé khong
bao gid trd thanh Thién Chda, hodc mdt
vi than. Su d&i trd ddy kiéu cing 4y 1a
cam db xua nhAt clia Satan. Satan hifa
véi Adam va Eva 13 néu ho nghe theo
151 khuyén ctiia né, ho “sé nén nhw nhing vi than” (St 3, 5).
Nhiéu t6n gido va tri€t hoc Thdi Pai Md&i van dé cao doi tra
xa xuwa nay khi cho riing, chiing ta 12 thin linh hoic c¢6 thé tr
nén nhitng vi than.
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Udc mudn 1am Chia thé hién mdi khi ching ta c6 sip dit
cac tinh hudng, twong lai, va nhitng con ngudi chung quanh.
Nhung 1a tao vat, ching ta s€ khong bao gid 1a Tao Hod. Thién
Chiia khong mudn chiing ta trd nén mdt vi than; Ngai mudn
ching ta tré nén gidng Ngai - mang 14y nhitng gi4 tri, thai do
va nhan ddc cda Ngai. Kinh Théanh néi, “Vi thé, anh em phdi
cdi bé con nguoi cli véi nép séng xua, la con nguoi phdi hu ndt
vi bi nhitng ham mudn lita déi” (Ep 4, 22).

Muc tiéu 1 hau cia Thién Chida danh cho ddi ban trén
trai dat khong phai 12 an nhan, nhung 12 trién nd cdc nhan difc.
Ngai mudn ching ta c¢6 dudc su trudng thanh thiéng liéng va
trd nén giéng Puc Kitd.

Nén giéng Pic Kitd khong -

c6 nghia 14 danh mat nét
dac trung cda ban hay trd
nén mot ban sao khong Iy
tri. Thién Chda da tao
dung nét doc déo cila ban,

I,

Muc tiéut\é:l“l;; cia Thién
Chiia danh cho doi ban trén
trdi ddt khong phdi la an
nhan, nhung la trién nd cdc
nhdn diic.

nén chic chin Ngai khong

muén huy hoai né. Nén \4}\

gidng Puc Kitd 12 thay ddi tam tinh cda ban, chtt khong phai
thay d8i nhan cach.

Thién Chiia mudn ban phat trién nhitng dic tinh duge mé
ta trong cac phic that cia Puc Giésu (Mt 5, 1-12), hoa tréi cia
Chida Thanh Than (Gl 5, 22-23) trong chuong thanh Phaold néi
vé tinh yéu (1Cr 13), va trong danh sach céc dic tinh cda mot
ddi sdng hiéu qua va sinh hoa két trdi ma thanh Phérd liét ké
(2Pr 1, 5-8). Mdi khi quén c4c nhan dirc 4y 13 mdt trong nhitng
muc tiéu Thién Chia danh cho ddi minh, ban d& nan long bdi
nhitng hoan cinh. Ban sé& ty hdi, “Tai sao di€u ndy xay dén
cho t6i? Tai sao t6i phai khé khan dén th&?”. Cau tra 13i 1a
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NGAY HAI MUGI HAI  €uOc sOng gid thiét phdi khé khin!

BUGC TAO DUNG Nhung d~ié\u dé gitip ching ta tru’(?in?g‘

PE NEN GIONG thanh. Hay nhd, thé gian chd dau phai
PUCKITO thién dang!

Nhiéu Kit6 hitu giai thich sai 15i
hita “su s6ng dbi dao” clia Pifc Giésu (Ga 10, 10), ho hiéu dé
1a sttc khoé hoan hdo, mdt 161 s6ng tién nghi, hanh phiic luén
mai, thuc hién tron ven nhitng véc md va dudc giai thoat tic
thdi khéi moi khé khin nhd Iong tin va cu nguyén. Tt mot
151, ho w6c vong mot ddi séng Kitd hitu dé dang. Ho trdong doi
thién dang ndi trdn gian.

Quan diém ty quy v&€ minh s& coi Thién Chda nhu mot vi
than von hién dién chi d€ gitip ban theo dudi nhitng thanh tuu
c4 nhan ich ky. Th& nhung, Thién Chida ddu phai 1a t6i tS clia
ban, va n€u ban 1dm twdng cudc sdng gia thi€t 1a d& dang, thi
ho#c ban s& v8 mOng nghiém trong hoic ban sé& sdng ma khong
biét dén thuc té.

Pirng bao gid quén cudc ddi ndy khong thude vé ban! Ban
hién htu vi nhitng muc dich cda Thién Chda, kh6ng phai
ngudc lai. Tai sao Thi€n Chia lai phéi trao cho ban thién
dang & trdn gian dang khi Ngai dy 1iéu né cho ban & c6i ddi
ddi? Thién Chia ban cho ching ta thdi gid trén mat dat dé
x4y dung va cing ¢ cdc nhan dic hdu chuin bi cho thién
dang mai sau.

THAN KHI CUA THIEN CHUA
PANG HOAT PONG TRONG BAN.

CoOng viéc cia Chda Thénh Thén 1a tac tao trong ban
nhitng nhan dic nén giéng Pic Kitd. Kinh Thanh néi, “Chiing
ta dugc bién doi nén gidng cing mot hinh dnh do, ngay cang
tré nén ruc ré hon, nhu do bdi tdc déng ciia Chiia la Than Khi'”
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(2Cr 3, 18b). Tién trinh bi€n d6i chiing ta ngay cang nén gidng
buc Giésu hon dugc goi la thdnh hod, va day la muc dich tha
ba clia d5i ban trén trdn gian.

Ban khong thé tii tao cho minh cdc tdm tinh cia Pdc
Giésu vdi stic riéng. Nhitng quyét tAm dau niam, siic manh
chi va nhitng ¥ huéng t6t nhat sé khong di. Chi Chda Thanh
Than mdi ¢6 stc tao nén nhirng bi€n d6i ma Thién Chda mudn
c6 trong cudc doi ching ta. Kinh Thénh néi, “Vi chinh Thién
Chiia tdc déng dén y chi ciing nhu hanh dong ciia anh em do
long yéu thuong ciia Ngai” (P12, 13).

N6i dén “stic manh ctia Thanh Than”, nhiéu ngudi nghi
ngay dén nhitng phép la va nhitng cdm xiic manh mé. Thé
nhung, hdu nhu moi liic, sttc manh cda Thanh Than dugc ban
cho ddi ban thi ling 1&, bat ngd, thAm chi ban khéng nhan ra
ciing khéng cdm thdy. Ngai thudng dun diy chiing ta bing
“tieng gid hiu hiv” (1V 19, 12).

Viéc nén gidng Pic Kité khong do bit chude, nhung do
viéc song bén trong vdi Ngai. Chiing ta d€ Piic Kitd song trong
chiing ta. Vi d6 14 miu nhiém: “Chinh Pic Kit6 dang & giita
anh em” (x Cl 1, 27). Lam sao diéu ndy c6 thé x4y ra trong
cudc song? Ngang qua nhitng chon Iya cia chiing ta d6! Chiing
ta chon lam diéu lanh trong moi hoan cinh va tin chic Than
Khi Thién Chda s€ ban sic manh, tinh y&u, 1ong tin va khon
ngoan ciia Ngai d€ chiing ta 1am diéu 4y. Vi Than Khi clia
Thién Chiia ngu trong chiing ta, nén nhitng diéu 4y ludn ludn
dudc ban mdi khi chiing ta ciu xin.

Phai cong tac véi hoat dong cia Thanh Than. Trong
toan bd Kinh Thanh, chiing ta thAy mot sy that quan trong
duoc minh hoa nhiéu 14n: Chia Thanh Théan ban stc manh ciia
Ngai mdi khi ban cit budc trong difc tin. Khi Giosué déi dién
vdi rao can khong thé vudt qua, 1d séng Jordan chi nit di sau
khi nhitng nha lanh dao 16i xudng dong nudc chly xiét trong
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vang phuc va tin tudng (Gd 3, 13-17). Vang phuc khai phéng
quyén niang Thién Chda.

Thién Chia chd dgi ban hanh dong trude. Ping ddi dén
lic ban cdm thdy manh mé hoidc tr tin. Hay tién 1én phia
trudc trong y&u hén cda ban, 1am diéu ngay chinh bat chap sd
hai va nhitng cdm xtc. D6 1a cach ban cOng tac véi Chida Thanh
Than va dé ciing 14 cach ban phat tri€n céc nhén dic.

Kinh Thénh so sanh su ting trudng thi€ng liéng v4i mot
hat gi6ng, mot toa nha va mot dita tré dang 16n 1én. MJi 4n du
déu doi hdi su gép phan tich cuc. Hat gidng phai dudc gieo
trong va cham séc, toa nha cin dugc xy dung - ching khong
thé tr nhién xuat hién - va difa tré cin an udng, hoat dong dé
16n 1€n.

Trong khi moi nd luc ching lién hé gi vdi on ctu do clia
ban, chiing lai d6ng mdt vai trd quan trong cho su trudng
thanh thiéng liéng. {t nita tdm 14n trong Tan Udc néi dén
viéc “hdy né luc” (Luca 13,24; Rm 14, 19; Ep 4, 3; 2Tm 2, 15;
Dt4, 11; 12, 14; 2Pr 1, 5; 1Pr 3, 14) trong viéc ting trudng dé
trd nén gidng Pic Kitd. Ban dirng mat thdi gid ngdi ddi diéu
Ay x4y ra.

Trong thu Ephésé 4,

22-24, thanh Phaol6 gidi \l‘?/‘

thich ba trach nhiém cia Tém tinh cia ban tu cdn
ching ta trong viéc trd bdn la s6 lugng cdc thoi
nén gidng Pic Kité. quen ciia ban.

Trudc hét, phdi trbd con Jy’?/\

dudng ci cda minh, “Vi

thé, anh em phdi cdi bé con nguoi cii vdi nép séng xua, la con

nguoi phdi hu ndt vi bi nhitng ham mudn lica déi” (Ep 4, 22).
Thi hai, phai thay ddi cach suy nghi. “Anh em phdi dé

Thdn Khi d6i mdi tam tri anh em” (Ep 4, 23). Kinh Théanh néi,

ching ta dugc “bién ddi” bdi viéc canh tan 1ong tri (Rm 12, 2).
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“Bién ddi” trong tiéng Hy lap 14 metamorphosis (trong Rm 12,
2 va 2Cr 3, 18) dung d€ dién t4 su thay d6i la ling cia con sau
bi&n dan thanh con buém. PAy 13 hinh anh rat dep clia nhitng
gi dang x4y ra ndi ching ta cach thiéng liéng khi chiing ta dé
Thién Chida huéng dn 1ong tri minh: Chiing ta dugc bién d6i
tr trong ra ngoai, trd nén xinh dep hon va dudge tu do bay lugn
trén nhitng tAim cao mdi.

Thit ba, chiing ta phadi “mic 14y~ c4c tAm tinh cia Pic
Kit6 bing cach phat trién nhitng théi quen dao ditc mdi. Piic
tinh ban ty cin bdn 12 s¢ lwgng cdc théi quen cia ban; d6 1a
cach ban thuong xuyén hanh dong.
Kinh Thdnh néi, “Hdy mdc ldy con
nguoi maoi, la con nguoi da dugc sdng
tao theo hinh dnh Thién Chiia dé that
sut song cong chinh va thdnh thién” (Ep
4,24).

Thién Chia dung Loi cia Ngai,
nhifng con ngud¢i, va nhitng hoan
canh d€ uén nin chiing ta. Ca ba diéu d6 khéng thé thi€u cho
viéc phat trién cdc nhan ddc. Li Thién Chia cung cip sw
that, ching ta cAn d€ 16n 1én; dan Thién Chda cung cip sw
ndng dd, ching ta cn d€ trién nd va nhitng hoan cinh cung
cAp méi truong, chiing ta cAn d€ tap tanh viéc nén giéng Prc
Kit6. Néu ban hoc héi va 4p dung Ldi Chia, lién két thudng
xuyén véi nhitng anh chi em cling tin khic va hoc biét tin tdng
vao Chida trong nhitng hoan canh khéc nhau, t6i bdo dam la
ban s& sém nén gidng Pic Giésu. Chiing ta s& xét xem mdi
khia canh cda viéc 16n 1én ndy trong nhitng chuong sau.

Nhiéu ngudi cho ring, tat cd nhitng gi cin cho su ting
trudng thiéng liéng 12 hoc héi Kinh Thanh va ciu nguyén. Th&
nhung, c6 nhi€u van d€ trong cudc soéng sé& khdng bao gio thay
ddi duy chi nhd hoc héi Kinh Thanh hay ciu nguyén. Thién
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Chda con dung nhitng con ngudi nifa. Ngai thudng thich hanh
dong ngang qua con ngudi hon 14 1am phép la hau chiing ta
bi€t 1¢ thudc vao nhau trong tuong quan. Ngai mudn ching ta
cuing nhau 16n 1én.

Trong nhiu t6n gido, ngudi ta cho ring, ngudi trudng
thanh thiéng liéng va thanh thién nhat 1 nhitng ngudi séng cb
lap trong céc tu vién trén dinh nii, khong bi 1dy nhiém bdi
viéc ti€p xtdc véi nhitng ngudi khac. Nhung d6 1a mot sai 1dm
16n. Trudng thanh thiéng liéng khéng phai 1a deo dudi mot 161
song cb lap mang tinh c4 nhan! Ban khong thé 16n 1én trong
viéc nén giéng Pic Kité trong cb 1ap. Ban phéi bi bao quanh
bdi ngudi khic va twong giao véi ho. Ban cin trd nén mot
thanh phan ctia Hoi Thanh va cong doan. Tai sao? Bdi vi trudng
thanh thiéng liéng dich thuc 1a hoc yéu thudng nhu Bdc Giésu
va ban khong thé thuc hanh nén gidng Pic Giésu ma khong
song twong quan vdi nhitng ngudi khic. Hiy nhé ring, tat ca
chi 12 yéu thuong - yéu mén Chia va yéu thuong anh em.

Tré nén giong Pic Kité 1a mot tién trinh ting trudng
l1au dai va tiém tién. Trudng thanh thiéng liéng khong tifc thoi
ciing khong tu dong; d6 1a sy phat trién lau dai va tiém tié€n
chi€m ca phan con lai clia ddi ban. N6i dén tién trinh nay,
thanh Phaold viét, “Diéu ndy tiép tuc cho dén khi tdt cd chiing
ta dat t6i sy hiép nhdt trong ditc tin va trong su nhdn biét Con
Thién Chiia, tJi tinh trang con nguoi trudng thanh, téi tdm véc
vién man cua Diic Kit6” (Ep 4, 24).

Ban 1a tdc phdm cda mot ti€n trinh. Sy bién ddi thiéng
liéng clia ban trong viéc phat trién cdc nhan dic cia Pic Giésu
s& chi€m tron nhitng ngay con lai ddi ban ca khi n6 sé khong
hoan tat trén tran gian. N6 chi hoan t4t khi ban 1&n thién dang
hay khi Ptc Giésu tr§ lai. Vao lic d6, tit cA nhitng gi chua
hoan thién con lai noi c4 tinh cda ban sé dudc phud 14p. Kinh
Thanh néi, cudi cling, khi chiing ta ¢6 thé nhin thdy Pitc Giésu
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toan ven, ching ta s& trd nén gidng Ngai hoan toan: “Nhung
chiing ta sé nhw thé nao, diéu dy chua duoc bay t6. Chiing ta
biét rang khi Puc Kité xudt hién, chiing ta sé nén giéng nhu
Ngai, vi Ngai thé nao, chiing ta sé thdy Ngai nhu vay” (1Ga 3,
2).

Nhiéu 161 rim trong ddi s6ng Kitd hitu phat xuit tir viéc
khdng biét chan 1y don so
nay, 1a Thién Chia rat thich \ﬂ/}/\
thd khi xay dung c4 tinh cia
ban hon bat ctt diéu gi khéc. ‘L
Chiing ta léng lo khi Thien 0" 8u01 cuia ban hon
Chda dudng nhu im lang vé cong vigc ban dang lam.

Thién Chiia quan tém dén

A ~ ~ A R N
mot s6 van d€ cu thé nao - \/1'/’?/\

dé, chdng han “T6i sé chon

nghé nghiép nao day?”. Su that 1a ¢ nhiéu nghé nghiép
kh4c nhau ma Thién Chia da c¢é y danh cho ddi ban. Biéu
Thién Chda quan tdm nhat 1a di€u ban dang Iam va lam
theo cdch nén gidng Puc Kit6 (1Cr 10, 31; 16, 14; C13, 17.23).

Thién Chia quan tdm dén con ngudi cia ban hon cong
vicc ban dang lam. Ching ta 1a nhitng con nguoi chi khong
phéi 1a nhitng nguoi mdy. Thi€n Chda chd ¥ tAm tinh clia ban
hon 1a s nghi€p ctia ban vi ban s€ mang tAm tinh ctia minh khi
vao ¢di doi ddi cht khong phai sy nghiép.

Kinh Thénh khuyén céo, “Anh em ditng c6 rdp theo doi
nay, nhung hdy cdi bién con nguoi anh em bdng cdch déi méi
tdm thdn, hdu c6 thé nhan ra dau la y Thién Chiia: cdi gi la t6t,
cdi gi dep long Chiia, cdi gi hoan hdo” (Rm 12, 2). Ban phai
lam mot quyét dinh ddi dau véi céc trao luu vin hod, vdi 1€
théi d€ tap trung vao viéc trd nén giéng Pic Kit6é hon. Bing
khong, nhitng 4p lvc khac nhu ban be, cha me, dong nghiép va
trao Ivu van hod s€ tim cach nin dic ban theo hinh 4nh ho.
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Budn thay, nhiéu sach Kitd gido thinh hanh cho thay bao
tin hitu da bd viéc sdng cho nhitng muc dich cao ¢4 clia Thién
Chia dé€ song cho nhitng thanh twu c4 nhin va 8n dinh tinh
than. P6 13 say ddm chinh minh, cht khong phai 1a trd nén
mén dé. Pic Giésu da khong chét trén thap gia chi d€ chiing
ta c6 thé séng mdt cude song tién nghi va thoai mai.

Muc dich cda Ngai sau xa hon: Ngai mudn 1am chiing ta
nén gidng Ngai truSe khi dem ching ta vé thién dang. Pay 1a
dac 4n 16n nhat, 14 trdch nhiém trude mét va 1a cung dich 51
hiu cia ching ta.

"\4‘;"}/ — j
NGAY HAI MUGI HAI

NGHI VE MUC PiCH POI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tuw: T6i duge tao dung dé€ nén
gidng Pic Kitd.

Mot cdu Kinh Thdanh dé nhé: “Chiing ta duoc
bién dodi nén gidng cing mot hinh dnh dé, ngay cang
trd nén ruc ré hon, nhu do bdi tic dong cia Chiia la
Thdn Khi” (2Cr 3, 18).

M@t cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: Trong lanh vuc
nao, tdi can ciu xin stc manh cia Chda Thanh Than
dé€ nén gidng Pic Kitd ngay hdm nay?

- —~sl
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CHUNG TA LON LEN THE NAO?

“Séng theo sy thdt va trong tinh bdc di,
chiing ta sé 16n 1én vé moi phuwong dién,
vuon t6i Puc Kité vi Ngai la Ddu”
(Ep 4, 15).

“Nhuw vdy, chiing ta sé khong con la nhitng tré nho”
(Ep 4, 14a).

Thién Chda mudn ban 16n 1én.

Muc dich ciia Cha trén trdi 1a ban trudng thanh va phat
trié€n cac nhan didc clia Pic Giésu Kitd. Budn thay, hang triéu
Kit6 httu tr§ nén gia nua ma khéng bao gis trudng thanh. Ho
mic ket trong tinh trang au tf thiéng liéng sudt ddi, van c
vaAn ta va mang giay len. Ly do la vi ho khdng bao gid ¢ y
dinh 16n 1én.

Trudng thanh thi€ng liéng khong dat dugc cach tw dong.
N6 doi hdi mot cam k&t ¢6 chi y. Ban phdi mudn 16n 1én,
quyét dinh 16n 1én, nd luc d€ 16n 1én, va kién tri 16n 1én. Lam
moén dé - tién trinh trd nén giéng Pic Kitd - ludén ludn khdi
dAu biing mot quyét dinh. Pic Giésu mdi goi va chiing ta dap
lai: “Anh hay theo t6i!” Ong dimg ddy di theo Ngai” (Mt 9, 9).

Khi nhitng mén dé dau tién chon viéc di theo Pic Giésu,
ho khong biét hét nhitng hé luy trong quyét dinh d6. Céach don
sd, ho dap lai 18 mdi goi clia Chia. D6 ciing 1a tat ci nhitng gi
ban cAn dé€ khdi su: Quyét dinh trd nén ngudi mon dé.
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Khong gi dinh hinh ddi ban 6 hon bing nhitng cam ké&t
ma ban chon lva. Nhitng cam két clia ban hoic ¢6 thé 1am ban
phat trién, hodc ciing c6 thé huy diét ban; nhung du gi di nita,
ching ciing cho bi€t ban la ai. N6i cho t6i, ban da cam két
diéu gi, tdi s€ noé1 ban s€ nhu

thé ndo hai mudi ndm sau. NGAY HAIMUOIBA
Ching ta s&€ trd nén di€u ma CHUNG TA LON LEN
ching ta cam két. THE NAO?

Ciing chinh bdi diéu cam
két ma nhiéu ngudi da danh mat muc dich Thién Chida danh
cho ddi ho. Nhiéu ngudi sd phai cam két véi mot diéu gi dé
nén ho séng vat vd. Nhitng ngudi khic thi cam két nira vdi véi
nhitng gi4 tri von doi hdi c¢d gdng nén d& nan 1ong va trd nén
tAm thudng. Ké khac lai cam két tron ven cho nhitng muc dich
trdn tuc, nhu gidu ¢6 hoic ndi danh, d€ réi két thic trong that
vong cay ding. Moi chon lua déu c6 mdt hau qua ddi ddi, ban
phdi chon lva cdch khon ngoan. Thanh Phérdé khuyén céo,
“Muén vat phdi tiéu tan nhu thé, thi anh em phdi la nhiing nguoi
16t duong nao, phdi séng dao ditc va thdnh thién biét bao” (2Pr
3, 11a).

Phin ctia Chiia va phan ciia ban. Nén giéng Pic Kitd
12 két qua cla nhitng chon Iwa nén gidng nhu Ngai va nuong
tra vao Than Khi cia Ngai d€ gitip ban hoan thanh nhitng
chon lya d6. Mot khi ban quyét dinh hét 1ong nén gidng Pic
Kit6, ban phai bt ddu mot 161 s6ng mdi. Ban can loai bd mot
s6 théi quen cii, phat trién mot s théi quen mdi va quyét chi
thay d6i cach suy nghi. Ban phai tin chic, Chida Thanh Than
sé gitip ban vdi nhitng thay ddi nay. Kinh Thanh néi, “Anh em
hdy biét run sg ma gdng sic lo sao cho minh dugc citu dj. Vi
chinh Thién Chiia tdc déng dén y chi ciing nhu hanh dong ciia
anh em do long yéu thuong ciia Ngai” (P1 2, 12b-13).
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CAu nay cho thay hai phan viéc cia su trudng thanh thiéng
liéng: “hanh dong” va “tdc dong”. “Hanh dong” 1a trach nhi€m
clia ban va “tdc déng” 12 phan viéc P
ciia Thién Chua. Trudng thanh - \-
thiéng liéng 1a nd lyc hop tic gita  Ching ta tré nén diéu
ban va Chia Thanh Than. ThAnKhi g chiing ta cam két.
Thién Chia hoat ddong vdi ching
ta, chtt khong chi hoat dong trong ‘/1/"’/\
ching ta.

Cau Kinh Thanh nay khéng néi dén cach thé d€ céc tin
hitu dudc citu d, nhung néi dén phuong cach d€ ho tang trudng.
N6 khong néi dén “nd luc” dé dudc citu d6, bdi 1€, ban khong
th€ thém bat ct diéu gi vao cong cude Pic Giésu da lam.
Trong qu4 trinh “rén luyén” than thé, ban tap luyén d€ than
thé phat trién chit khong d€ c¢6 mot than thé.

Khi 14p ghép mot bie tranh nhiéu manh, ban da cé sin
tat cA cdc manh - viéc cda ban 13 gin ching lai v6i nhau.
Nhitng ngudi Iam vudn “canh tac” dat chit khong tao ra dat,
ho phat trién nhitng gi da c¢6. Thién Chida ban cho ban mot ddi
song mdi; gid ddy ban c6 trach nhiém 1am né trién nd “vdi run
so”. Piéu d6 mudn ndi, viéc trudng thanh thiéng liéng clia
ban that quan trong! Ai chénh mang véi su trudng thanh thiéng
liéng clia minh, ngudi Ay khong hi€u nhitng ¥ nghia ddi ddi
clia né (nhu chiing ta da thdy & chuong 4 va chudng 5).

Thay ddi hé thong diéu khién ty dong ctia ban. DE thay
ddi doi s6ng, ban phai thay ddi cach suy nghi. Pang sau moi
viéc ban 1am 13 mot to trdng. Moi hanh vi déu dugce thic ddy
bdi mot niém tin, va moi hanh dong déu dugc thiic bach bdi
mdt thai d6. Thién Chda da mac khai diu ndy ci ngan nim
trudc khi cdc nha tdm 1y hi€u né: “Anh em ditng cé rdp theo
doi nay, nhung hdy cdi bién con nguoi anh em bdng cdch doi
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mdi tdm thdn, hdu c6 thé nhdn ra ddu la y Thién Chiia: cdi gi
la t6t, cdi gi dep long Chua, cdi gi la hoan hdo” (Rm 12, 2).

Thit twdng twdng ban dang 14i mdt chiéc cand cao tdc trén
mit hd vdi hé théng diéu khién tv dong da cai dat hudng vé
phia dong. Néu ban quyét dinh ré sang hudng tay, c6 hai cach
dé ban thay d6i huéng tau. Mot 1a ndm 14y tay l4i va diing stc
manh budc né quay ngucc lai huéng da cai dit trong hé thdng
diéu khién tw dong. Biing sifc manh ¥ chi, ban c¢6 thé thing hé
thong tw ddng, nhung ban s& cAm thay bi cudng lai khdng ngirng.
Tay ban sé mdi, va néu ban tha banh 14i, 1ap tic con tau sé& lai
quay dau vé huéng dong, huéng ma né da
dugc dinh. Hai 1a ban phai cai dit lai hé
diu khién tu dong.

Piéu nay ciing xay ra khi ban tim cach
thay d6i 161 s6ng ciia minh bing y chi: Ban
néi, “Toi s& budc minh an it hon... tap thé
duc nhiéu hon... bd théi quen bé béi va tré
nai”. Phai, y chi cé thé tao nén mot thay ddi
nhat thdi, nhung né lai lién tuc tao nhitng
cang thing bén trong, bdi 1& ban chua gidi quyét cai nguyén
nhén cin r&. Thay ddi d6 c6 vé khéng t nhién, va réi ban bd
cudc, khong dn ki€éng va luyén tip nira. Ban nhanh chdéng trg
lai 161 sOng cd.

C6 mot cach t6t hon va d& dang hon: Thay ddi hé diéu
khién tv dong clia ban - cach suy nghi cia ban. Kinh Thanh
néi, “Hdy cdi bién con nguoi anh em bdng cdch déi mdi tdm
thdn” (Rm 12, 2). Budc dau tién cia ban trong tién trinh trudng
thanh thiéng liéng 1a bit ddu thay ddi cach suy nghi. Thay déi
lu6n x4y ra trude ti€n trong tdm tri. Cach ban suy nghi xac
dinh céch ban cdm nhan, va cach ban cdm nhén tac dong céch
ban hanh dong. Thanh Phaold néi, “Anh em phdi dé Than Khi
doi mdi tém tri anh em” (Ep 4, 23).
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Pé nén gidng Pic Kitd, ban phai cai thién tAm tri minh
nén giéng Ngai. Tan Udc
g0i dong thai nay 12 sdm hoi V“A]\
vén theo nghia den trong
tiéng Hy Lap 1a “thay ddi
tAm tri”. Ban sdm hdi bat
ctt khi ndo ban thay ddi to

Cdch ban suy nghi xdc dinh
cdch ban cam nhdn, va

cdch ban cam nhdn tdc dong

duy bing viéc dén nhan cdch ban hanh dong.

cach thic Thién Chia suy ‘l(/’}\

nghi - vé chinh ban, v¢& tdi

16i, v& chinh Ngai, vé ngudi khac, vé cudc sdng, vé tuong lai

va moi chuyén khac. Ban mic 14y cach nhin va tAm nhin cia

buc Kité.

Ching ta dudc doi hdi phai “cd nhitng tdm tinh nhu chinh
Diic Kité Giésu” (P12, 5). Cong viéc nay gdm hai phan. Nita
phan d4u cia viéc thay d6i tAm tri nay 13 ngung nghi dé€n nhitng
y twdng thiéu trudng thanh von quy vé minh va tim ki€m ban
than. Kinh Thanh néi, “Vé mdt phdn dodn thi ditng séng nhu tré
con; vé dang dit, séng nhu tré con thi dugc, nhung vé mdt phdn
dodn thi phdi la nguoi trudng thanh” (1Cr 14, 20). Ty ban chat,
tré con hoan toan ich ky. Chiing chi nghi d€n ban than va nhitng
nhu cAu ctia minh. Ching khong c6 kha ning cho, chiing chi ¢é
th€ nhan. Pay 14 161 tw duy thi€u trudng thanh. That khong
may, nhiéu ngudi chua bao gid 16n 1én dé€ vudt qua 16i tw duy
dé. Kinh Thanh néi, to duy vi ky 12 nguén géc cla hanh vi t6i
101, “Nhitng ai séng theo tinh xdc thit, thi hudng vé nhing gi
thuoc tinh xdc thit” (Rm 8, 5).

Ntta phan sau cda viéc suy nghi giéng nhu Pic Giésu 1a
bdt ddu suy nghi cdch trudng thanh, von tip trung vao nhitng
ngudi khic, chit khong quy vE ban than. Trong chudng néi vé
long mén dich thuc, thanh Phaol6 k&t luan, nghi dén ngudi
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khéc 1a dau hiéu cla trudng thanh: “Cing nhw khi t6i con la
tré con, t6i néi ndng nh tré con, hiéu biét nhu tré con, suy nght
nhu tré con; nhung khi t6i da tré thanh nguoi lon, thi t6i bo tdt
cd nhitng gi la tré con” (1Cr 13, 11).

Ngay nay, nhiéu ngudi cho ring, trudng thanh thiéng liéng
dudc do bing kién thitc Kinh Thanh va gido 1y. Kién thifc chi 1a
mot thuée do cla trudng thanh, nhung né khong phai 1a tat ca.
bdi s6ng Kitd hitu vudt qua nhitng tin diéu va xdc tin; né con
bao ham 161 cu xit va nhan cach. Viéc 1am phai di doi véi dicu
minh tin, va niém tin phai dudc nang d3d bing hanh vi nén gidng
bic Kitd.

Kitd gido khong phai 1a mot ton gido hay mdt triét thuyét,
nhung 13 mdt twrong quan va 1a mot cach sdng. Cot 161 clia cach
song 4y 1a thay vi nghi d€n minh ma nghi d&n ngudi khac nhu
Pitc Giésu da lam. Kinh Thénh néi, “Mdi nguoi trong chiing ta
hdy chiéu theo s& thich ké khdc, vi lgi ¥ ciia ho, va dé xdy dung.
That vdy, Diic Kité dd khdng chiéu theo s& thich ciia minh”
(Rm 15, 2-3a).

Nghi dén ngudi khac 13 trong tAm clia viéc Nén Gidng
Pbic Kitd va 1a bing chitng rd nhat cla su trudng thanh thiéng
liéng. 161 suy nghi nay khong tr nhién, di ngude vin hod, kha
hi€m hoi va khé khin. May thay, chiing ta c6 sy trd gitip: “Chiing
ta da khong lanh nhdn thdn tri thé” gian, nhung la Thdn Khi
phdt xudt tir Thién Chiia, dé nhdn biét nhitng dn hué Thién
Chiia da ban cho chiing ta” (1Cr 2, 12a). Trong nhitng chudng
ti€p theo, chiing ta s& xét xem nhitng c6ng cu ma Chida Thianh
Thén stt dung dé gitip ching ta 16n 1én.
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NGAY HAI MUGI BA T
NGHI VE MUC PiCH POI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tu: Khong bao gis qua tré dé
bit dau 16n 1én.

Mot cau Kinh Thdanh dé nhé: “Hay cdi bién con
nguoi anh em bing cdch déi mdi tdm thdn, hdu co thé
nhan ra dau la y cia Thién Chiia: cdi gi la t6t, cdi gi
dep long Chia, cdi gi hoan hdo” (Rm 12, 2b).

MGt cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: Trong lanh vuc
nao, toi cAn cham dit suy nghi theo cach ciia minh va
bit dAu suy nghi theo cich ciia Chiia?

/Q,.\L
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PUQC BIEN POI BOI SU THAT

“Nguoi ta séng khong chi nho com bdnh,
nhung con nho moi loi miéng Thién Chiia phdn ra”
Mt 4,4).

“Gio day, toi xin phd thdc anh em cho Thién Chiia
va cho loi dn sung cia Ngai, la loi c6 suc xdy dung
va ban cho anh em duoc hudng phan gia tai
cung vdi tdt cd nhitng nguoi da dvoc thdnh hién”
(Cv 20, 32).

Su that bién ddi chiing ta.

Trudng thanh thiéng liéng 12 ti€n trinh thay thé nhitng 151
gia d6i bing su that. Pic Giésu da cau nguyén, “Xin Cha ldy
sw that ma thdnh hién ho, Loi Cha la sw that” (Ga 17, 17).
Viéc nén thanh cin d&n mic khai. Than Khi Thién Chda st
dung LdJi cia Thién Chda @€ 1am chiing ta nén giéng Con clia
Ngai. P& nén gi6ng Pic Giésu, ching ta phai d6 diy cudc
song minh biing Ldi ciia Ngai. Kinh Thanh néi, “Nho vay, nguoi
ciia Thién Chiia nén thdp toan, va duogc trang bi ddy dii dé lam
moi viéc lanh” (2Tm 3, 17).

L&i Thién Chiia khong gidng v6i moi 161 khac. Ldi Thién
Chia thi sng dong (Dt 4, 12; Cv 7, 38; 1Pr 1, 23). Pidc Giésu
néi, “Loi Thdy néi véi anh em la than khi va la sy séng” (Ga 6,
63). Khi Thién Chia néi, moi vat thay ddi. Moi vét chung
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quanh ban - tit cd moi tao vat - hién hitu vi “Thién Chiia da
phdn”. Ngai da phan, nén tat ca ching dugc hién hitu. Khong
c6 Ldi cia Thién Chia, ngay ca ban ciing khdng ¢6. Thanh
Giacdbé néu 106, “Ngai da tw y dung Loi chdn ly ma sinh ra
chiing ta, d& ching ta nén nhu ciia ddu mita trong cdc tho tao

ctia Ngai” (Ge 1, 18).
Kinh Thanh vudt xa cuén sach huéng din tin ly. Ldi Thién
Chda tao su s6ng, ban niém tin, tao bién d6i, 1am khi€p sg
Quy Ma, thuc hién cédc

\@”/‘ ~ phép la, chita lanh cdc vét

Thén Khi Thién Chiia thuong, xdy dung nhan
sit dung Loi ciia Thién Chia  €4ch, t}}ay doi hoan Ca/nh,
dé lam chiing ta nén ban ni€m vui, ludt thang
giong Con ciia Ngai. nghich cdnh, ddnh bai cdm

— —  db, gieorich , khai
‘/&}/\ 0, gieo rac hy vong, khai

phéng sic manh, tdy sach
tam tri, khi€n sy vat hién hitu va bdo ddm cho twong lai ddi
ddi clia ching ta! Chiing ta khong thé sdng néu khong ¢6 Li
cia Thién Chda! Pimng bao gio coi d6 la chuyén duong nhién.
Ban phai xem L&i Thién Chiia cin cho ddi minh nhu cda an.
Gi6p néi, “Lénh méi Ngai truyén, t6i chdng lia xa; loi miéng
Ngai phdn, long t6i luén dp u” (G 23, 12).

L3i Thién Chia 1a cla dn thiéng liéng ban phdi c¢6 dé€
hoan thanh cac muc dich d&1 minh. .61 Chda dudc coi la sira,
12 banh, 1a thic an dic va mén trdng miéng ngot ngao cla
ching ta (1Pr2,2; Mt 4, 4; 1Cr 3,2; Tv 119, 103). Bita an bon
mén nay 13 thuc don cia Than Khi danh cho stc manh va su
trudng thanh thiéng liéng cla ching ta. Thanh Phéro bao, “Nhuw
tré so sinh, anh em hdy khao khdt sita tinh truyén la Loi Chila,
nho dé anh em sé I6n 1én dé hudng on cieu do (1Pr 2, 2).
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0 LAI TRONG LOI CUA THIEN CHUA

Ngay nay Kinh Thanh dudc in nhiéu hon bao gis hét, nhung
mot cudn Kinh Théanh trén ké sach sé& ching c¢6 ¥ nghia gi.
Hang triéu Kit6 hitu méic ching bi€ng #n va chét déi vi suy
dinh dudng thiéng liéng. PE trd nén mot mén dé manh khoé
cia Pic Giésu, dudc nudi dudng bing Ldi Chida phai 1a vu
tién hang dau clia ban. Pic Giésu goi d6 1a “su & lai”. Ngai
néi, “Néu cdc éng & lai trong loi ciia t6i, thi cdc éng thdt la
mon dé t6i” (Ga 8, 31). Trong cudc s6ng mdi ngay, & lai trong
Ldi clia Thién Chida bao gdm ba hanh vi:

T6i phai chap nhan thim quyén clia Loi Chia. L5i Chiia
phai trd nén tiéu chuin c6 thim quyén trén cudc ddi t6i: 1a la
ban tdi tin ciy d€ dinh hudng, 1a ¢ van
161 14ng nghe trudc nhitng quyét dinh khon
ngoan, va 12 tiéu chuén t6i dung dé€ danh
gid moi su. Ldi Chia phai luén 12 151 ddu
tién va 15i cudi cung trong cudc ddi toi.

Nhiéu ric r6i xay ra trong cudc ddi
chi vi chiing ta dat nén tang cho cic chon
lya ciia minh trén nhitng th&m quyén
khdng ddng tin ciy: Van hoa (“moi ngudi
1am nhu th&”) truyén théng (“chiing ta ludn 1am nhu vay”), Iy
do (“diéu d6 xem ra hdp 1y”), hodc cdm tinh (“t6i cAm thay
dugc”). Ca bon thAm quyén dé da nén 14m lac bdi sy Sa Nga.
Nhitng gi chiing ta cAn 13 mot tiéu chudn hoan hio vén khéng
bao gi din ching ta di sai dudng. Chi L&i Thién Chda méi
dap tng diéu dé. Salomon nhic ching ta, “Moi Loi Thién Chiia
phdn déu duoc chimg nghiém, Ngai la khién thudn cho ai tim
dn ndu noi Ngai” (Cn 30, 5), va thanh Phaold gidi thich, “T4?
cd nhitng gi viét trong Sdch Thdanh déu do Thién Chiia linh hiing,
va cé ich cho viéc gidng day, bién bdc, sita day, gido duc dé tré
nén céong chinh” (2Tm 3, 16).
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Trong nhitng nam dau thi hanh st vu ctia minh, Billy Gra-
ham da trai qua mot giai doan chi€n dau vdi ndi hoai nghi vé
st chinh thuc va thim quyén ctia Kinh Thanh. Vao mdt dém
traing, nudc mit day tran, 6ng quy g6i thua 1én véi Chia diéu
dé bat chap nhitng chd tim t6i ma 6ng khong hiéu ndi, tir nay
ong sé tin thac hoan toan vao Ldi Thién Chda nhu 13 thim
quyén duy nhat cho cudc ddi va st vu clia 6ng. Ciing tlf ngay
dé, cude séng Billy Graham dudc chic phic véi sifc manh va
nhitng k&t qué chua tirng c6.

Quyét dinh quan trong nhat ma ban c6 thé thuc hién ngay
hém nay 13 x4c dinh dau 14 thAm quyén t6i hau cho cudc ddi
ban. Pirng ban tAm dén vin hod4, truyén thdng, Iy do hay cdm
tinh; hay chon 18y L&i Chiia 1am thAm quyén t6i hau ciia minh.
Khi quyét dinh mot diéu gi, trudec hét hay dat cau héi, “Lai
Chiia n6i gi?”. Hay quyét chi khi Chida bdo 1am mot dicu gi
dé, ct tin thac cho L&i Ngai va thuc hién ngay du diéu d6 xem
ra vO nghia hay du ban khdng thich. Hiy muogn 15i cia thanh
Phaold 1am 161 tuyén xung cia minh, “T6i phung tho Thién
Chiia ciia cha éng chiing téi... t6i tin moi diéu chép trong sdch
Ludt Moisen va cdc sach Cdc Ngén Sut” (Cv 24, 14).

To6i phai hap thu chin Iy ctia Loi Chda. Tin vao Ldi
Chtia thi chua du, t6i phai ddy tran L5i Ngai d€ Thanh Than
c6 thé bién d6i t6i trong sy that. C6 nam cach d€ lam cong
viéc nay: Ban c6 thé dén nhén, doc, nghién ctu, ghi nhé va
suy niém Ldi Chda.

Trude hét, ban dén nhdn L.5i Chida khi 1dng nghe va chap
nhan L&i v6i mot thai do ¢i md ti€p thu. Du ngdn ngudi gieo
gidng cho thay cach dén nhan cda ching ta sé quyét dinh viéce
151 Chida ¢6 dam ré sau va sinh hoa két trdi trong cudc sdng
chiing ta hay khong. Pic Giésu xac dinh ba th4i do khong tiép
nhan - mot tAm tri déng kin (dat citng), mot tAm tri hdi hot
(dat néng), mot tAm tri phan tan (dat diy cd) - va réi Ngai
néi, “Vay hdy dé y tdi cdach thitc anh em nghe” (Lc 8, 18).
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B4t cif khi ndo ban cdm thdy minh khéng hoc dugc mot
diéu gi d6 tr mot bai gidng hodc tir mot thay day Kinh Théanh,
ban hay xem lai thai d6 don nhan, dac bict 1a 1ong ki€u ngao;
vi 1& Thién Chia ciing c6 thé néi ngang qua mdt thdy day gay
nham ch4n nh4t khi ban khiém t6n va muén ti€p thu. Thanh
Giacobé khuyén, “Hdy khiém tén dén nhdn loi da duoc gieo
vao long anh em; loi 4y c6 sitc citu dé linh hén anh em” (Ge
1,21b).

Thtt hai, qua phan 16n 2000 nam lich stt Hdi Thanh, viéc
doc Kinh Thanh xem ra chi danh ri€ng cho hang gido si, nhung
nay thi hang ty ngudi trong ching ta déu c6 thé doc. Dau thé,
bi€t bao tin hitu van trung thanh doc b4o hang ngay hon 14 doc
Kinh Thanh. That chdng c6 gi ddng ngac nhién khi ching ta
khong 16n 1én. Chiing ta khéng thé xem truyén hinh ba gid,
doc Kinh Thanh ba phit va udc mong minh trudng thanh.

Nhiéu ngudi tuyén bs
minh tin Kinh Thanh “tr \L&-
dau dén cudi” lai chua bao
gi doc Kinh Théanh tir dau
dén cudi. Nhung néu doc
Kinh Thanh chi mudi 1lam
phit mdi ngay, ban sé& doc
tron bd mdt 14n mdi nam. J‘?J\

Néu 14y nita gid mdi ngay
dé doc Kinh Thénh thay vi xem truyén hinh, ban sé doc xong
tron bo hai 1an mdi nam.

Nhiéu nguoi tuyén bé minh tin
Kinh Thdnh “tir ddu dén cudi”
lai chwa bao gio doc Kinh
Thdnh tix ddu dén cudi.

Poc Kinh Thanh mdi ngay gitp ban gan giii vdi ti€ng ndi
cia Thién Chda. PAy la 1y do tai sao Thién Chia day cac vua
Israel [u6n ludn gi L.&i Ngai bén minh: “Ludt nay sé & bén vua,
vua phdi doc moi ngay trong doi minh, dé hoc cho biét kinh so
Dutc Chiia, Thién Chiia ciia vua” (Pnl 17, 19). Nhung ding chi
gift bén minh, ban hiy doc Kinh Thanh déu din! Mot dung cu
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don gian tién ich cho c6ng viéc nay 1a lich doc Kinh Thénh hang
ngay, né s& gildp ban tranh dudgc viéc doc tuy tién va bd qua
cac phan khac nhau. N&u ban mudn ¢6 mdt chuong trinh doc
Kinh Thanh hang ngay, hay xem Phu truong 2.

Thi ba, nghién citu, hoac hoc hdi Kinh Thanh 14 mot cach
th€ thuc tién khac d€ & lai trong Ldi Thién Chia. Su khac biét
gitta viéc doc va nghién citu Kinh Thianh & chd nay: dit cau
hdi va viét xuéng nhitng suy nghi cia ban. Ban s& khong that
st hoc hdi Kinh Thanh néu ban khdng viét ¥ twéng clia minh
xudng trén gidy hoic trén may tinh.

Vi khuén khd ¢6 han, & day t6i khong thé gidi thich nhiing
phuong phép khac nhau ctiia viéc hoc hdéi Kinh Thénh. Hién
dang c6 nhiéu cudén sach hitu ich vé cac phuong phap hoc hdi
Kinh Thénh, k&€ ¢4 mot cudn t6i viét cach day hai muci nam."
Bi quyét cia viée hoc hdi Kinh Thanh hiéu qua 14 hoc biét
cach dat ding cau hdi. Cac phudng phép khac nhau ding nhirng
cach dat van dé khac nhau. Ban sé kham ph4 nhiéu hon néu
ban dirng lai va dat nhitng ciu hdi don so nhu Ai? Cai gi? Khi
na0? O dau? Tai sao? Thé nao? Kinh Thanh néi, “Ai thiét tha
va trung thanh gi# ludt tron hdo - ludt mang lai tw do - ai thi
hanh ludt Chiia, chit khéng nghe qua réi bé, thi sé tim duoc
hanh phiic trong moi viéc minh lam” (Gce 1, 25).

Céch th to d€ & lai trong L3i Thién Chda 12 bing viéc
thudc long 1.81 Chia. Kha nang nhd cia ban 1a m6t qua ting
Chiia ban. C6 thé€ ban nghi 12 ban ¢6 tri nhé kém, nhung su
that 1a ban nhd duge hang triéu y tudng, sy that, su kién, va
céc hinh 4nh. Ban nhé nhitng gi ban cho 1a quan trong. Néu
LJi Thién Chda la quan trong, ban sé danh thdi gid dé nhd.

4 Rick Warren, Twelve Personnal Bible Study Methods. Cuén sich nay di
dudc dich ra sdu tht ti€ng. C6 § www.pastors.com.
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fch 101 biét bao khi ban thudc  NGAY HAI MUGI BON
long céc cau Kinh Thanh. N6 gitdp PUGC BIEN POIBOT
ban chdng lai cdm dd, chon cho SU THAT
minh nhitng quyé&t dinh khon ngoan,
lam gidm tc ché, dem lai tu tin,
dua ra nhitng 151 khuyén t6t 1anh va chia sé niém tin cho nhitng
anh chi em khac (Tv 119, 11; 119, 105; Gr 15, 16; Cn 12, 18;
1Pr 3, 15).

Tri nhé cla ban tya mot ¢d bip. Cang st dung, né cang
nén manh mé&; nhd lai Ldi Chda ciing thé, cang nhd, né cang
trd nén d& dang. Ban c6 thé bit dau bing cach rit ra mot vai
cau Kinh Thanh v6n ddnh dong ban tir cudn sach nay va viét
chiing xuéng trén tdim card nhé d€ mang theo minh. R4i
trong ngay, ban Idn tiéng 6n lai ching. Ban ¢ thé nhd lai
L.5i Chia bat cf ¢ d4u: khi 1am viéc, tap thé duc, 14i xe,
chd ddi hodc di ngd. Ba chia kho4 din dén thanh cong viéc
thudc long L.&1 Chda la 6n lai, 6n lai va 6n lai! Kinh Thanh
néi, “Udc chi loi Ditc Kité ngu gitta anh em thdt doi dao phong
phii. Anh em hdy day db khuyén bdo nhau vdi tdt cd su khon
ngoan” (CI 3, 16a).

Phuong cach thtt nam d€ & lai trong L3i ctia Thién Chda
1a suy gdm vén dudc Kinh Thénh goi 1a “suy niém”. Vi
nhiéu ngudi, ¥ tudng suy niém gdi 1én hinh 4nh ¢ 1am cho
tdm tri minh ra khéng va d€ né di lang thang. Y twdng nay
ddSi nghich hoan toan vdi viéc gAm suy theo ¥ nghia Kinh
Théanh. Suy gAm 13 suy nghi dudc tdp trung, ddi hdi nd luc
nghiém tic. Ban chon mdt cAu L&i Chida va suy di gdm lai
trong tam tri.

Nhu t6i da néi & chuong 11, né€u ban biét lo ldng 1a gi thi
cling biét th€ ndo 14 suy gdm. Lo l4ng 14 tap trung suy nghi vé
mot van nan; twong ty, suy gim ciing th&, nhung thay vi tap
trung vao van dé, ban tap trung vao L&i Chia.
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Pé bién ddi ban ngay \‘qﬂ/\
cang nén gidng Pic Giésu
thi khéng c6 théi quen nao R

A ’ A x nhung trudc tién, né co thé
hiéu qua hon viéc suy gam

N ) 51
L.d1 Chia moi1 ngay. Khi lam cho ban dau kho:

Sw thdt sé gidi thodt ban,

danh thdi gi chiém niém - N

chdn ly cia Chia, cung

chiém guong lanh clia Pitc Giésu, chiing ta dugc “bién doi nén
giéng ciing mot hinh dnh dé, ngay cang tré nén ruc rd hon, nhu
do bdi tdc dong ciia Chiia la Thdn Khi” (2Cr 3, 18).

Né&u nhin lai nhitng 14n Chia néi vé viéc suy gim trong
Kinh Thénh, ban s€ phai ngac nhi€n vdi nhitng 1di ich Ngai
hita cho tit ci nhitng ai danh thdi gid suy niém L&i Ngai sudt
ngay. Mot trong nhitng 1y do Thién Chda goi bavit “ngudi
1am dep 1ong Ta” 12 vi 6ng yéu thich suy gAm Ldi Chda. Ong
n6i, “Con vui thii véi ménh lénh Ngai va hét long yéu mén” (Tv
119, 97). GAm suy chan 1y cia Chia cach nghiém tdc 13 chia
kho4 dé 13i ciu xin dugc nham va 12 bi quyét d€ ¢6 mdt cudc
song thanh c¢ong (Ga 15,7;Gd 1, 8; Tv 1, 2-3).

Téi phai 4p dung nhitng nguyén tic cia Lsi Chda. Pén
nhan, doc, hoc thudc 1ong, va suy gAm L&i Chida sé v6 ich néu
khong dem ra thyc hanh. Ching ta phai tré nén ngudi “dem
Loi dy ra thuc hanh” (Ge 1, 22). Pay la budc khé khin nhat,
bdi 1& Satan kich liét chdng lai diéu d6. N6 khong quan tdm
viéc ban hoc hdi Kinh Thanh bao 1au ban khdng 4p dung dicu
da hoc.

Chiing ta tr Itra d6i minh khi cho riing, chi vi da nghe, da
doc hay da nghién cttu mot chan ly 1a da ti€p thu chan ly. Qua
vay, ban c6 thé qua ban ron tham dy cac 16p, cac khoa hdi
thdo Kinh Thanh dén ndi khong c¢6 thdi gid 4p dung nhitng gi
da hoc. Ban quén né ngay trén dudng dén 16p duv gid ti€p theo.
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Khong 4p dung, tAt cd moi cudc hoc hdi Kinh Thanh tré nén
v6 ich. Pic Giésu néi, “Vay ai nghe nhitng 1oi Thdy néi ddy ma
dem ra thuc hanh, thi vi dugc nhu nguoi khon xdy nha trén da”
(Mt 7, 24). Ngai ciing néu rd, 4n hué ctia Thién Chda dén
viéc vang phuc chan 1y, chit khong chi nhan biét chan Iy. Ngai
néi, “Anh em da biét nhitng diéu dé, néu anh em thuc hanh, thi
thdt phiic cho anh em!” (Ga 13, 17).

Mot 1y do khac khié€n ching ta tranh né viéc 4p dung Loi
Chitia cho chinh minh 12 vi Ldi Chiia ¢6 thé trd nén khé khan va
tham chi gdy thuong t6n. Su that sé gidi thoat ban, nhung trudc
tién, n6 c6 thé 1am cho ban dau khé! Ldi Chia phoi bay nhitng
dong luc, phanh phui sai 1dm, khién trach toi 15i va mong chd
ban ddi thay. Tu ban chat, con ngudi khang cu lai su thay d6i;
th& nén, 4p dung L&i Chda that 13 mot cdng viée hét site khé
khan. Pay 1a 1y do tai sao cAn thiét phai ban thao viéc 4p dung
L.§i Chda cda ca nhan ban vdi nhitng ngudi khac.

T6i khong néi qua vé gia tri clia viée trd nén thanh vién
cia m6t nhém hoc hédi va thédo luan L3i Chida. Ching ta ludn
luén hoc dudgc tr ngudi khac nhitng sy that ma ching ta khong
bao gid tr hoc hdi dudc. Nhitng ngudi khic sé gitip ban thay
nhitng suy tu hi€u biét ma ban khong thy, gidp ban 4p dung
chan 1y clia Chiia mot cach thuc tién.

Céch t6t nhat d€ rd nén mot ngudi “thyc hién Ldi Chida”
12 luén viét ra bude hanh dong nhu 13 k&t qua clia viée ban
doc, hoc hdi va suy gAm Ldi Chda. Hay phat huy théi quen
viét ra chinh x4c nhitng gi ban du dinh lam. BuSc hanh dong
nay phai riéng tu (lién quan dén ban), thuc t& (diéu ban c6 thé
thite hién) va c6 thé chitng minh (v6i han chét @€ thuc hién
n6). Mdi mdt ap dung s€ lién quan dén twong quan cda ban véi
Chia, véi tha nhan, va lién quan dén nhan céch cda chinh ban.

Trudc khi doc sang chuong ti€p theo, ban hay d€ ra mot it
thdi gian suy nghi cau hdi nay: Chia dd néi vdi ban 1am diéu
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gi d6 qua Ldi clia Ngai ma ban chua khdi su 1am? Ti€p dén,
hay viét ra mot vai cAu y luc gitip ban hanh dong. Ban c6 thé
néi véi mot ngudi ban, ngudi ¢6 th€ danh gia diéu ban cam
két. Nhu D. L. Moody néi, “Ldi Chia khéng dugc trao ban dé
gia tang kién thifc, nhung 14 d€ thay d6i ddi s6ng chiing ta”.

NGAY HAI MUGI BON
NGHI VE MUC PiCH pOI TOI

MGt diém dé suy tu: Su that sé& bién d6i toi.

Mot cdu Kinh Thdnh dé nhé: “Néu cdc ong ¢ lai
trong o1 cua toi, thi cdc éng thdt la mon dé toi; cdc
ong sé biét su thdt, va su thdt sé gidi phong cdc éng”
(Ga 8, 31-32).

Mt cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: Qua Li ciia Chiia,
Chda dd néi vdéi t6i 1am di€u gi ma t6i chua khéi su

lam?
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PUGC BIEN POI QUA THU THACH

“Mot chit gian trudn tam thoi trong hién tai
sé mang lai cho chiing ta
cd mot khoi vinh quang vo tdn, tuyét voi”
(2Cr 4, 17).

“Chinh lita khé' dau luyén nén vang rong
cia long sét mén”
(Madame Guyon).

bang sau mdi bién ¢d, Thién Chda c6 mdt muc dich.

Ngai tin dung moi hoan cidnh d€ phat trién nhin cich
chiing ta. That vay, d€ 1am chiing ta nén gidng Pic Giésu,
Thién Chda dua vao cdc hoan canh nhiéu hon 13 duwa vao Ldi
Kinh Thénh ching ta doc. Ly do that hién nhién: Ban dudng
dau véi cac hoan canh hai muoi bon gid mdi ngay.

bitc Giésu canh bio, trong thé gian, chiing ta s& phai diéu
ditng (Ga 16, 33). Khong ai dude mién trir ho#ic dude cach ly
khoi dau khé va ciing khong ai s6ng ma cudc ddi ludn yén a.
Cudc ddi 1a mot chudi cac van dé. Khi ban gidi quyét xong
mdt van dé, van dé khic lai chd dén lugt né. Khong phai tat
c cac van dé déu 16n, nhung tat ca déu c6 ¥ nghia trong tién
trinh truéng thanh Thién Chda danh cho ban. Thanh Phér6
bao ddm véi ching ta, ciac van dé 1a chuyén thudng tinh khi
ngai néi, “Anh em thdn mén, anh em dang bi lita thit thdch:
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dirng ngac nhién ma coi dé nhu mét cdi gi khdc thuong xdy dén
cho anh em” (1Pr 4, 12).

Thién Chia ding céc bién ¢ d€ kéo ching ta lai gin
Ngai hon. Kinh Thanh néi, “Chiia gdn giii nhitng tém long tan
V@, citu nhitng tdm thdn thdt vong é ché” (Tv 34, 19). Kinh
nghiém thd phugng sau xa thiét than nhat clia ban hin s& chi
dén trong nhitng ngay den t61 nhat - khi tim ban nat tan, khi
ban cdm thay bi bd roi, khi ban khdng con chon Iwa nao khéc,
khi ban thuong tdn tot cling - va ban chi biét quay vé véi mot
minh Ngai ma thoi. Chinh trong khd dau, chiing ta hoc biét
thua 1én vdi Chiia nhitng 15i khan nguyén chén thanh nhat tn
day 1ong minh. Trong khd dau, chiing ta ddu con sifc cho nhitng
151 nguyén cAu hoa m§ hdi hot.

Joni Eareckson Tada nhin xét, “Khi cudc dd1 mau héng,
ching ta séng nhdn nhd vdi chiit it hiéu biét vé Piic Giésu, bit
chuéce Ngai, trich din Loi Ngai va n6i v& Ngai. Thé nhung, chi
trong khé dau, ching ta mdi biét Ngai”. Trong khd dau, chiing
ta hoc biét nhiéu diéu vé Thién Chia ma khong thé hoc dugc
bing nhitng c4ch ndo khéc.

Thién Chida cé thé ngian Giuse khdi canh ti day (St 39,
20-22), ngan Paniel khdi hd su tf (Pn 6, 16-23), ngan Giérémia
khdi bi chdn s6ng (Gr 38, 6),
ngan Phaol6 khdi dim tau 7
dén ba 1an (2Cr 11, 25) va
ngan ba tré Do Thai khdi bi
ném vao 10 Itta (Pn 3, 1-26)
- th€ nhung, Ngai da khong
lam. Ngai dé nhitng sy ¢
nay xay ra va k€t qua 1a mdi - \/1'/"/7‘\
moOt ngudi trong ho dudc kéo
dén gin Ngai hon.

Kinh nghiém tho phuong
sdu xa thiét than nhdt ciia
ban hdn chi dén trong
nhiing ngay den t61 nhdt.

Céc bién ¢d budc chiing ta nhin 1én Chia va chi nuong tua
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vao mOt minh Ngai thay vi nhin vao ban than. Thanh Phaol6
ching thuc ich 1gi nay, “Nhung chiing t6i dd mang dn tit noi
chinh bdn thdn réi, dé chiing t6i khéng tin tudng vao chinh
minh, ma vao Thién Chia, Ddng lam cho ké chét tréi day”
(2Cr 1, 9). Ban sé khong bao gid biét Thién Chda 13 tat ca
nhitng gi ban can cho dén lic Ngai Ia tat cA nhitng gi ban c6.

B4t luan nguyén nhan 1am sao, khong mdt bién ¢d nao
x4y dén cho ban ma khong c6 phép clia Thién Chia. Moi viéc
x4y d&€n cho mot ngudi con cia Thién Chia déu dudc Cha gan
loc, va Ngai ¢6 ¥ diing né cho diéu thién ngay ca khi Satan va
nhitng ngudi khac diing n6 cho diéu 4c.

B&i 1& Thién Chiia 1a Pang cai quén tdi cao, c4c tai nan
chi 13 nhitng su cd trong du dinh t6t 1anh Ngai danh cho ban.
Vi mdi ngay ddi ban déu da dugc ghi trong lich clia Ngai trude
khi ban dudc sinh ra (Tv

139, 16), nén moi su x4y \L&-

dén cho ban d€u c6 mOty  Moi sw xdy dén cho ban déu cé

nghia thiéng liéng. Moi mot ¥ nghia thiéng liéng.
su! Thu Ré6ma 8, 28-29 .
gidi thich 1y do: “Chiing (4

ta biét rang, Thién Chiia

lam cho moi sw déu sinh loi ich cho nhitng ai yéu mén Ngai, tirc
lam cho nhiing ké dugc Ngai kéu goi theo nhu y Ngai dinh. Vi
nhitng ai Ngai da biét tir trude, thi Ngai da tién dinh cho ho nén
dong hinh déng dang vdi Con ciia Ngai, dé¢ Con ciia Ngai lam
trudng tir gita mot dan em dong diic”.

TIM HIEU POAN THU ROMA 8, 28-29

Pay 12 mot trong nhitng doan Kinh Thénh bi trich dn sai
va hiéu sai nhiéu nhat. Khéng phai, “Thién Chia khi€n moi sur
dién ra theo cach t6i mudn”. Hién nhién khong diing vay. Ciing
khong phai, “Thién Chida khién moi su dién ra @€ c¢6 mot két
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thic 6t dep trén tran gian”. Picu nay ciing khong ding. Biét
bao két thic khong may vui trén tran doi!

Chiing ta dang sdng trong mot th€ gidi sa nga. Chi trén
thién dang, moi st mdi hoan tat tron ven theo nhu Thién Chia
dv licu. P6 1a 1y do tai sao ching ta dugc bio 1a phai cau
nguyén “Y Cha thé hién dudi dat ciing nhu trén troi” (Mt 6,
10). B€ hiu hoan toan doan Rm 8, 28-29, ban phai xét xem
tng cau.

“Chiing ta biét”: Niém hy vong cia chiing ta trong nhitng
ldc kh6 khan khong dat trén nén tang nhitng ¥ téng tich cuc,
udc md hay lac quan ty nhién. Niém hy vong phai dit trén nén
tang chan 1y virg chic: Thién Chda 1a chd t€ vii tru va Ngai
yéu thuong ching ta.

“Thién Chia lam”: C6 mdt Pang T4c Tao dang sau moi
su. Su s6ng cla ban khong 1a két qué ciia cd hoi, vAn ménh
hay may mén tinh ¢d. N6 ¢6 mdt du dinh hén hoi. Lich st 1a
Cdu Chuyén Cia Ngai. Thién Chia dang kéo nhitng sdi day.
Chiing ta sai JAm, nhung Thién Chda thi khong bao gid. Thién
Chiia khong thé méc sai 1dm - vi Ngai 1a Thién Chia.

“moi sy”: Chuong trinh cia Thién Chiia danh cho ddi ban
lién quan dén tat ca nhitng gi xay dén vdi ban - k€ ca nhitng
sai 1Am, t9i 161 va tdn thuong. N6 bao gdm c bénh tat, nd nén,
tai hoa, ly di va cdi chét cia nhitng ngudi than yéu. Thién
Chuia c6 thé rit ra diéu 1anh tit sy dit t& hai nhat. Ngai da 1am
diéu dé trén ddi Canvé.

“déu”: Khong tach biét hay doc 1ap. Cac bién cd trong
ddi ban déu lién quan vdi nhau trong chuong trinh ctia Thién
Chda. Ching khong 1a nhitng su viéc riéng 1¢ nhung 1a nhirng
phan tuy thudc 14n nhau trong tién trinh 1dm ban nén gidng
Pic Giésu. PE 1am mot chi€e banh, ban phai ding dén bot,
mudi, tring, dudng va dau. An riéng mdi th, ching mui vi gi,
tham chi con didng. Nhung nhéi chiing vdi nhau, ching trd nén
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ngon miéng. N&u ban giao cho Thién Chia tit c4 nhitng kinh
nghiém v6 vi chéng thich thi gi cda ban, Ngai ciing sé trdn 13n
chiing v6i nhau d€ 1am nén diéu t6t dep.

“sinh lgi ich™: 0] day khdéng ndéi, moi sy trong cudc ddi la
t6t. Phan 16n nhitng gi x4y dén trong th& giGi ching ta déu 1a
tdi 4c va x4u xa, nhung Thién Chda chuyén it ra di€u t6t tir
dé. Trong gia pha Pic Giésu (Mt 1, 1-16), bén phu nit dugc
liét ké: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth va Bathsheba. Tamar quyén ril
nhac gia va c6 thai. Rahab 1a k§ n@. Ruth tham chi khéng
phai 1a ngudi Do Théi va bat chap 1€ luat, 14y mdt ngudi
Do Théi. Bathsheba ngoai tinh véi Pavit, din t6i viéc chdng
ba phdi chét. PAy khéng phdi 12 nhitng danh thom ti€ng
t6t, nhung Thién Chda da rdt diéu lanh t diéu dit va Pic
Giésu dén tran gian ngang qua dong ddi ho. Muc dich cia Thién
Chtia thi 16n hon moi bi€n ¢d, thuong tich va ngay ca i 16i
cla ching ta.

“cho nhitng ai yéu mé&n Ngai, tic 1am cho nhitng ké dugc
Ngai kéu goi”: 1.3i hita nay chi danh riéng cho con céi Thi€n
Chda, khong danh cho moi ngudi. T4t cA moi su déu trd nén
xdu v6i nhitng ai séng doi nghich v6i Thién Chida va cif mot
muc [am theo ¥y riéng minh.

“theo nhu ¥ Ngai dinh”: Y dinh ctia Thién Chia 12 gi? Y
clia Ngai 1 chiing ta “nén déng hinh dong dang véi Con ctlia
Ngai”. Moi sy Thién Chida cho x4y dén trong ddi ban déu
dugc phép xay ra vi muc dich d6!

XAY DUNG MOT NHAN CACH
NEN GIONG PUC KITO

Twa nhitng vién d4 quy, ching ta dugc dinh hinh bdi chiéc
btia va chi€c duc clia nhitng nghich cdnh. Néu chi€c bia cia
thg kim hoan khéng di manh d€ got déo nhitng géc canh san
stii clia chiing ta, Thién Chia s& dung mdt chiéc bia ta. Néu
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van cting c6i, Ngai s& dung dan bda khoan. Ngai sé st dung
bat cif thit gi cin thiét.

MJ&i bién ¢d 1a mot ¢d hdi x4y dung nhan céch, va bién cd
cang khé khan thi tiém ning xay dung cd bip thiéng liéng va
dao ddc cang manh mé&. Thanh Phaold néi, “Ai gdp gian trudn
thi quen chiu dung; ai quen chiu dung, thi dugc ké la nguoi
trung kién; ai dugc céng nhdn la trung kién, thi cé quyén trong
cdy” (Rm 5, 3-4b). Trong cudc ddi ban, diéu xay ra bén ngoai
thi khong quan trong cho bing diéu x4y ra bén trong. Cac hoan
canh chi tam thdi, nhung nhan cach clia ban sé tn tai mai.

Kinh Thénh thudng so sanh cac thit thach vdi ngon Itra toi
luyén kim loai v6n dot chay
nhitng bon nhd. Thanh Phérd \/&”’/\
néi, “Nhi#ng thit thdch do
nhdm tinh luyén diic tin ciia
anh em la thit qui hon vang
gdp boi” (1Pr 1, 7a). Mot tho
luyén bac duge hdi, “Lam - \m
sao 6ng biét khi nao thi bac
da dugc luyén sach?”. Ong tra 15i, “Khi t6i thdy minh phén
chi€u trong d6”. Khi ban dugc luyén sach bdi thit thach, ngudi
ta c6 thé nhin thdy phan 4nh ciia Piic Giésu trong ban. Thanh
Giacdbé néi, “Diic tin co vot qua thit thach mdi sinh ra long
kién nhdn” (Ge 1, 3).

Thién Chia ¢6 y dinh lam ban nén giéng Con clia Ngai,
nén Ngai s& dan ban di qua nhitng kinh nghiém Pitc Giésu da
trai qua. Piu 4y bao gdm c6 don, cam dd, e ché, chiu phé
binh, rudng bd, va bao thit thach khac. Kinh Thanh néi, Pic
Giésu “dd phdi trdi qua nhiéu dau khé mdi hoc duoc thé nao la
vdng phuc” va “khi chinh bdn thdn da téi miic thdp toan, Ngai
tré nén ngudn on citu dé vinh cieu” (Dt 5, 8-9). Tai sao Thién
Chua lai mi&n cho ching ta nhitng gi Ngai da d€ Con ctia Ngai

Diéu xdy ra bén ngoai thi
khéng quan trong cho bdng
diéu xdy ra bén trong ban.
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trai qua? Théanh Phaol6 néi, “Vdy dd la con, thi ciing la thita
ké, ma dugc Thién Chiia cho thiva ké, thi ticc la dong thiva ké véi
Dite Kité; vi mot khi cing chiu dau khé véi Ngai, chiing ta sé
cung dugc hudng vinh quang vdi Ngai” (Rm 8, 17).

PAP LAI CAC BIEN CO NHU PUC GIfSU

C4c bién c6 khong tr dong san sinh nhitng gi Thién Chda
mudn. Nhiéu ngudi trd nén cay ding hon thay vi nén t6t hon va
khong bao gid trudng thanh. Ban phai ddp lai bi€n ¢d theo
cach cia Pic Giésu.

Hiy nhé, k& hoach ctia Thién Chida thi tét lanh. Thién
Chiia biét nhitng gi 12 t6t nhat cho ban va biét ca nhitng gi ban
thich nhat. Ngai néi v6i Giérémia, “Vi
chinh Ta biét cdc ké hoach Ta dinh lam
cho cdc nguoi, k& hoach thinh viigng chit
khéng phdi tai wong, dé cdc nguoi cé
mot tuong lai va mot niém hy vong” (Gr
29, 11). Giuse da hiéu chan Iy nay khi
ndi véi cdc anh em 6ng 1a nhitng ngu'di
da ban 6ng lamnd 1€, “Cdc anh da dinh
lam diéu dc cho t6i, nhung Thién Chiia
lai dinh cho né thanh diéu t61” (St 50, 20). Vua Hezekiah ciing
lam vong lai cdm nhin nay trong cin bé&énh de doa tinh mang
ong, “Nay mudn van cay ddng dda hod nén an binh, vi chinh
Ngai da citu con khdi hé’ diét vong” (Is 38, 17). HE khi nao
Ngai néi khong trude 15i kéu cau cda ban, hdy nhd, “Thién
Chiia sita day la vi lgi ich ciia chiing ta, dé chiing ta duogc thong
phdn vao su thdnh thién ciia Ngai” (Dt 12, 10b).

That 12 s6ng con khi ban biét tap trung vao k& hoach cia
Thién Chiia chi khong tap trung vio dau khd hoadc bién c6. P6
la cach bic Gi€su da dén nhan trén thap gia va chiing ta dugc
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thic giuc noi guong Ngai: “Mdt huong vé Ditc Giésu la Ddng
khai mé va kién toan long tin. Chinh Ngai dd khudc tir niém vui
danh cho minh, ma cam chiu khé hinh thdp gid, chdng hé chi 6
nhuc, va nay dang ngu bén hitu ngai Thién Chiia” (Dt 12, 2).
Corrie Ten Boom, ngudi da khd dau trong trai tif t clia Pic
qudc xa gidi thich sitc manh cla sy tap trung nhu sau: “Néu
nhin vao th€ gidi, ban sé dau budn; né€u nhin vao ban than, ban
s€ chan nan. Nhung néu nhin vao DPic Kit6, ban sé dudc yén
nghi!”. Su tap trung cla ban sé x4c dinh cdm xic cia ban. Bi
quyé&t @€ chiu dung 14 hiy nhd ring, khd dau chi 1 tam thdi
nhung phan thudng clia ban s& 14 ddi dSi. Mdisen chiu dung
moét cudc ddi ddy cam go vi dng “mong udc mot qué huong
t6t dep hon, do la qué huong trén troi” (Dt 11, 26). Thanh
Phaol6 trdi qua nhitng khén khé ciing mot cdch thire dd.
Ngai néi, “Thdt vdy, mét chiit gian trudn tam thoi trong hién
tai sé mang lai cho chiing ta cd mot

khéi vinh quang vo tan, tuyét voi”

(2Cr 4, 17). NGAY HAI MUGI LAM
Pirng suy nghi thién can. Ct PUGCBIEN DOT
tap trung vao thanh qué sau cling: QUA THU THACH

“Vi mot khi cung chiu dau khé vdi

Ngai, chiing ta sé cung duoc hudng vinh quang vdoi Ngai Thdt
vay, t6i nghi rang: nhitng dau khé chiing ta chiu bdy gio sdnh
sao dugc vdi vinh quang ma Thién Chiia sé mdc khdi noi chiing
ta” (Rm 8, 17b-18).

Hay hian hoan va ding 16i ta on. Kinh Thinh ndi vdi
ching ta, “Hay ta on trong moi hoan cdanh. Anh em hdy lam nhu
vay, dé la diéu Thién Chiia muén trong Pitc Kité Giésu” (1Tx
5,18). Lam sao c6 thé ta on dudc? Hay luu ¥, Thién Chiia bao
ching ta ta on “trong moi hoan canh” ch& khong “cho moi
hoan c4dnh”. Ngai khong mong ban biét on d6i vdi tdi 4c, tOi
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16i, dau khd ho#c nhitng hau két dau budn kéo theo trong th&
gidi. Thay vao d6, Thién Chiia mudn ban c4m on Ngai vi Ngai
s& diing moi bién c6 clia ban d€ hoan thanh nhitng muc dich
cia Ngai.

Kinh Thanh néi, “Anh em hdy vui luén trong niém vui ciia
Chiia” (P1 4, 4). Kinh Thanh khong n6i, “Anh em hay vui trén
ndi khé clia minh”. P6 1a kho4i lac khd dau, mot y twdng bénh
hoan. Ban hdy vui “trong Chiia”. Bat luan difu gi dang xay
dén, ban ciing ¢6 thé vui trong tinh yéu, trong su cham séc, khon
ngoan, stic manh va trong su trung tin cia Thi€én Chda. Pic
Giésu ndi, “Ngay do, anh em hdy vui mung nhdy mia, vi nay ddy
phdn thudng danh cho anh em & trén troi that Ién lao” (Lc 6, 23).

Chuing ta ciing c6 thé vui mirng khi biét ring, Thién Chda
dang ciing ching ta trai qua dau khd. Chiing ta khong phuc vu
mdt Thién Chia xa x4i hay phan céch, chi ditng bén 1€ cach an
toan d€ khich 1é bing nhitng sdo ngi.

Thay vao d6, Ngai ¢6 mit trong nhitng khén cung cia
chiing ta. Pidc Giésu da lam diéu dé trong mau nhiém Nhap
Thé va Thanh Thin cia Ngai ciing dang thuc hién diéu dé
trong ching ta ngay lic nay. Thi€n Chda khong bao gid bd
mac ching ta.

Khong bé cude. Cit kién nhin va bén chi. Kinh Thanh
néi, “Piic tin cé vugt qua thit thdch mdi sinh ra long kién nhén.
Chd gi anh em chitng t6 long kién nhdn do ra bang nhiing viéc
hoan hdo, dé anh em nén hoan hdo, khéng c6 chi ddng trdch,
khong thiéu sét diéu gi” (Ge 1, 3-4).

X4y dung nhan cich 13 mot tién trinh tiém tién. Bat cf
khi ndo chiing ta tim cach tranh né hay trén chay c4c khé khin
trong cudc sdng 1a ching ta 1am gidn doan ti€n trinh, tri hodn
viée 16n 1én va két thic véi mot ndi dau con té hon - ndi dau
v tich su d@éng hanh véi viée chdi tr va tranh né. Hifu duoc
nhitng hau két ddi ddi cia viée phat trién nhan céch, ban sé& it
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cau nguyén véi 161 kinh “Xin an i con” (“Xin gitp con dugc
d& chiu hon”) nhung sé& cau nguyén nhiéu hon vdi 18i kinh “Xin
bién déi con” (“Xin ding bién cd nay d€ 1am con nén gidng
Chda hon”).

Ban biét minh dang trudng thanh khi bit ddu cdm nhan
ban tay Thién Chia trong nhitng bt ngd, khé hi€u va nhitng
hoan canh dudng nhu v6 nghia trong cudc sdng.

Né&u ban dang d6i ddu véi mot nghich canh ngay ldc nay,
dirng hdi, “Tai sao lai 1a t6i?”. Thay vao d6, hay héi, “Chia
mudn con rit ra bai hoc nao?”. RSi hdy cif tin thac vao Ngai
va quyét tAm 1am diéu 1anh. “Anh em cdn phdi kién nhén, dé
sau khi thi hanh y Thién Chiia, anh em dugc hudng diéu Ngai
da hita” (Dt 10, 36). Birng bd cudc - hay 16n 1€n!

NGAY HAI MUGI LAM
NGHI VE MUC PiCH pOI TOI

Mt diém dé suy tw: C6 mot muc dich sau mdi
bién cd.

Mét cdu Kinh Thdnh dé nhé: “Chiing ta biét
rang, Thién Chiia lam cho moi sy déu sinh loi ich cho
nhitng ai yéu mén Ngai, titc lam cho nhiing ké duoc
Ngai kéu goi theo nhu y Ngai dinh” (Rm 8, 28).

Mot cdu héi dé nghién ngam: Bién cd nio trong
cudc ddi t6i da gidp tdi trudng thanh hon ca? .
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TRUGNG THANH QUA CAC CAM DO

“Phiic thay nguoi biét kién tri
chiu dung con thit thdch,
vi mot khi da duoc toi luyén,
ho sé lanh phdn thudng la sy séng
Chiia dd hita ban cho nhitng ai yéu mén Ngai”
(Ge 1, 12).

“Cdc cdm dé la nhitng thdy day thdn hoc clia t6i”
(Martin Luther).

M3i cdm dd 1a mot cd hoi d€ 1am diéu lanh.

Trén con dudng di tdi trudng thanh thi€ng liéng, ngay ca
cam dd ciing trd nén nhitng 16i d4 d€ ban budc di hon 1a nhitng
phi€n d4 1am ban vAp chan mot khi ban nhan ra ring, cdm do
la dip d€ ban lam diéu lanh c4 khi né 1a dip d€ lam diéu du.
Céam dd don thuan 1a dip d€ chon lwa. Pang khi cdm dd 1a vii
khi hang d4u clia Satan nhdm huy hoai ban thi Thién Chia lai
mudn diing né d€ 1am ban 16n 1én. Mbi 14n ban chon 1am diéu
lanh thay vi pham tdi, ban dang 16n 1én trong nhan ddc cia
Chia Kito.

Pé hiu diéu nay, trude hét ban phai x4c dinh cac tinh
chit trong nhan cdch cia Ngai. Mot trong nhitng md tad ¢
dong nhat vé nhan c4ch ciia Pidc Giésu 1a hinh 4nh nhitng hoa
trai cia Than Khi: “Hoa qud clia Thdn Khi la: bdc di, hoan
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lac, binh an, nhdn nhuc, nhdn hdu, tir tdm, trung tin, hién hoa,
tiér do” (Gl 5, 22-23).

Chin ph&m tinh nay 12 truong do ctia Gidi Ran Trong Nhat,
déng thdi ching ciing miéu ta chan dung xinh dep cla Prc
Giésu Kitd. bdc Giésu la tinh yéu, niém vui, binh an va kién
nhin tuyét hdo ciing tat cd moi hoa trai t6t 1anh khac dudc
thau tém ndi chi mot con ngudi. Vay d€ cé dugc hoa trii cia
Thanh Than 14 phai nén giéng Pic Kito.

Nhung 1am th& nao d€ Chiia Thanh Than ¢6 thé 1am phat
sinh chin hoa trdi nay trong ddi ban? Ngai ¢6 tao ra ching
ngay tic thi khong? Phéi ching mot mai thic diy, ban chot
thdy minh dugc cdc nhan difc da phat trién cach ddy di? Khong.
Hoa trai ludn 16n 1én va chin mudi cach chdm rdi.

Cau ti€p theo 13 mot trong nhitng chan 1y thiéng liéng
quan trong nhit ma ban phai hoc mai: Thién Chida phat trién
hoa trai ctia Thanh Thén trong d3i ban bing cach d€ ban trai
qua nhitng hoan canh, qua dé ban bi cam dd lam nghich lai cdc
nhdn ditc kia! Su phat trién clia nhan cach luén din dén mot
lua chon, va cdm dd tao nén co hoi dé.

Chdng han, Chida day
ching ta yéu thuwong bing ______—_\‘fz"/‘_________.
cach d& mot vai ngudi khong — qpisy Chia phat trién hoa
de thwo;ng ChEng qu??lnh’churAlg trdi ciia Thdnh Thdn trong
ta. thlng can phai cé nhan doi ban béng cach dé ban
ddéc d¢ y€u thudng nhing
ngudi dé thuong va thuong
mén chiing ta. Chia chi cho
chiing ta thdy niém vui dich
thuc ngay giita nhitng diu
khong vui mot khi ching ta ————OAIFY
quay vé véi Ngai. Vui thich tuy thudc hoan cdnh bén ngoai,
nhung niém vui dich thuc thi dit nén tang trén tuong quan bén
trong cia ban v4i Thién Chia.

trdi qua nhitng hoan cdnh,
qua dé ban bi cdm dé
lam nghich lai
cdc nhdn dic kia!
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Thién Chda 1am trién nd su binh an dich thuc trong ching
ta, khéng phaibing ciach d€ moi viéc xdy ra ding nhu chiing
ta hoach dinh, nhung bing cdch d€ nhitng thdi di€m hdn
don va hoang mang xdy dén. Ai ciing c6 thé an nhan nhin
ngdm canh chiéu xudng tuyét dep hoic cdm thay thu thai
vao nhitng ngay nghi. Nhung chiing ta con hoc biét su binh
an dich thuc bing viéc virng tin vao Chia ngay trong nhitng
hoan cdnh qua dé chiing ta bi cdm dd lo 1dng va sg haii.
Bing cich Ay, dic kién nhdn c6 dip 16n 1én trong hoan canh
ma chiing ta budc phai ddi chd va thudng bi cdm dd ndi gian
hoac bung né.

Thién Chia ding hoan cdnh ddi
nghich ctia tirng loai hoa trai d€ chiing ta
chon Iwa. Ban khéng thé dugc coi 1a t6t
néu khdng bao gid bi cAm dd trd nén x4u.
Ban khong duoc coi 1a trung tin n€u khdong
bao gid ¢6 co hoi d€ bat trung. Su chinh
true dudge xay dung bing viéce ddnh bai cdm
dd trd nén bat chinh; 1ong khiém nhuong
16n 1én khi chiing ta tir ch6i trd nén kiéu
ngao; va stc chiu dung phat trién mdi khi ban chéng lai cdm
dd bd cudc. Mbi 1an w6t thing mot cam dd, ban trd nén gidng
bic Gi€su hon!

CAM DO HOAT PONG THI: NAQ?

That hitu ich khi biét ring chiing ta hoan toan c¢6 thé doan
trude Satan. N6 ding lai chién lude va nhitng muu meo ¢d xua
tir thdi tao thién 1ap dia. Moi cdm dd déu cé cling mot cach
thic. B6 1a 1y do tai sao thanh Phaold néi, “Chiing ta khong la
gl ¥y db ciia né” (2Cr 2, 11b). Kinh Thanh cho biét, cdm db 1a
mot tién trinh bén budc ma Satan da dung cho Adam, Eva va
cho ca buc Giésu.

258 SONG THEO PUNG MUC PICH



Budce mot, Satan x4c dinh mot wdc mudn bén trong ban. P6
¢6 thé 13 mot v6c mudn gay nén t6i, nhwr wdc mudn tra thi hay
cudng bic ngudi khéc; hoiac d6 ¢6 thé 1a mot wéc mudn binh
thudng, hop phap nhu v6c mudn duge yéu thuong, dugc coi trong
hoic dugce vui suéng. CAm db bit ddu khi Satan dé nghi (véi
mot ¥ twdng) ban chiu theo mot véec mudn x4u xa, hay thoa dap
mdt udc mudn hdp phap khdng ding céch hoic khong diing lic.
Hay lu6n coi chitng nhitng con dudng tit. Ching thudng 13 nhitng
cam db! Satan thi thAm, “Ban xttng dang vdi diéu d6! Ban nén
c6 n6 ngay! Sé rat thich thd... d€ chiu... ho#c khién ban cdm thay
thoai mai”.

Chiing ta nghi cam dd vAy quanh chiing ta, nhung Thién
Chia bao, né bit ddu bén trong ching ta. Néu ban da khong ¢
mot wdc mudn bén trong, cam db khong thé 16i kéo ban. Cam
dd Iudn bit dAu trong tAm tri chit khong bit ddu tr nhitng hoan
canh. Pic Giésu néi, “Vi tir bén trong, tir long nguoi, phdt xudt
nhitng y dinh xdu: ta déam, trém cdp, giét nguoi, ngoai tinh,
tham lam, doc dc, xdo trd, trdc tdng, ganh ty, phi bdng, kiéu
ngao, ngéng cuéng” Mc7,21-

22). Thdnh Giac6bé ndi,

“Khodi lac ciia anh em dang V‘?]‘

gady chién trong con nguoi anh Chiing ta nghi cam dé vady

em” (Ge 4, 1b). quanh chiing ta, nhung
Budc tht hai 13 nghi ngo. ~ Thién Chiia bdo, né bdt ddu

Satan tim cdch lam ban nghi bén trong chiing ta.

ngd nhitng gi Thi€én Chda da -

néi vé iz Téi 6 sai lAm that A

khong? C6 phéi that sy Chida bao dirng 1am khong? Phai ching
Chda chi cAm viéc ndy véi mot sd ngudi hay vio mot lic ndo
kh4c? Chia khong mudn t6i hanh phiic sao? Kinh Th4nh
khuyén cdo, “Hdy dé phong, dirng dé nguoi nao trong anh em
c6 long da xdu xa chét b6 diic tin ma lia xa Thién Chiia héing
soéng” (Dt 3, 12).
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Budc thit ba 13 lira déi. Satan khong thé néi that va duge
goi 12 “Cha su gian d6i” (Ga 8, 44). BAt ctf di¢u gi hin néi
véi ban déu 13 d6i trd hoidc chi ding mot nita. Satan dua ra
nhing 151 d6i trd d€ thé chd nhing gi Thién Chia ndi trong
LdJi ciia Ngai. Satan néi, “Ngudi khong chét dadu. Nhu Thién
Chua, ngudi s€ kh6n ngoan hon. Ngudi s€ thodt dugc. Khéng
ai bi€t dau. NS sé& gidi quyét van d€ clia nguoi. Ngoai ra,
moi ngudi khac déu lam nhu vay. P6 chi 1a mdt tdi nhe”.
Nhung mot tdi nhd cling nhu mdt phdi thai nhd: 161 né ciing sé
ty 10 ra.

Budc thit bdn 1a bdt tudn. Cudi cing ban hanh dong theo
y thich trong tri minh. Piu thai nghén nhu mét y twéng nay
duge nay sinh trong hanh dong. Ban nhugng bd bat cif diéu gi
ban d€ tAm. Ban tin nhitng 15i d&i trd clia Satan va roi vao
chi€c by ma thanh Giac6bé da cdnh bio: “Nhung mdbi nguoi
c6 bi cdm db, la do duc vong ciia minh 16i cuén va ding moi
ma bdt. Roi mdi khi duc vong dd cuu mang thi dé ra t6i; con toi
khi d@ pham réi, thi sinh ra cdi chét. Anh em thdn mén ciia 16i,
anh em dirng cé ldm 1an” (Ge 1, 14-16).

VUGT THANG CAM DO

Biét c4ch thifc cam db tac ddng thé ndo, tr né da 1a hitu
ich; nhung d€ vuot thing né, ban cin nim nhitng budc cu thé.
Pirng khiép s¢. Nhiéu Kit6é hitu hodng sd va mat tinh
than bdi nhitng ¥ twdng cdm dd, mang mic cam toi 161 ring

R«

minh khong thé “vugt qua”. Ho thay x4au hd chi vi bi cam db.
Pay 12 mot sy hiéu sai vé trudng thanh. Ban sé& bi cdm dd deo
bdm mai.

Trong mot nghia nao dé, ban ¢ thé coi cAm dd nhu Ia
mot 15i khen. Satan khong can cam dd nhitng ai sin sang 1am
theo ¥ mudn x4u xa ciia né; ho da thudc vé né. Cam db 1a dau
hiéu cho thay Satan cAm ghét chiing ta, chit khong 13 d4u hiéu
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clia y&u dudi hay dam mé th€ tuc. P6S ciing 13 mot phan thudng
tinh clia con ngudi dang sdng trong mot thé gidi sa ngd. Pirng
ngac nhién, sttng s6t hay nhut chi vi né. Hay thuc &€ véi viéc
khong tranh khéi cdm d; ban sé khong bao gid ¢6 thé hoan
toan tranh dudc hét cam dd. Kinh Thanh néi, “Khi ban bi cAm
dd...”, chit khong néi néu. Thanh Phaold bdo, “Khéng mot thit
thdach nao da xdy ra cho anh em ma lai vugt qud sic loai nguoi”
(1Cr 10, 13a).

Bi cam dd khong phai 14 mot toi. Pic Giésu bi cam dd,
nhung Ngai khong bao gid mic tdi (Dt 4, 15). CAm dd chi trd
thanh td1 khi ban nhugng bd n6. Martin Luther né1, “Ban khong
th€ c&m con chim bay qua dau minh, nhung ban ¢6 thé giit cho
né khong 1am t8 trén dau”. Ban khong thé cAm Ma Quy gieo
ric céc ¥ tudng, nhung ban ¢ thé quyét tAim khong hanh dong
theo ching.

Chéng han, nhiéu ngudi khong biét dén su khac biét giita
hap din ngoai hinh hay gdi cAm v ham muén nhuc duc. Chiing
khéng giéng nhau. Thién
Chia tao dung mdi ngudi v‘?’s
12 mdt hitu thé ¢6 gidi tinh . L
va diéu d6 that (ot lanh. Cdm do la ddu higu cho
Hap din va goi cam 1a diéu thdy Satan cdm ghét
ty nhi€n, tv phat, 1a nhitng chunig ta’fhb,[ ,khOAnéi la
phan dng trude vé dep co ddu hiéu Cu? yéi{ duoi hay
thé do Chia tao ra; dang dam mé thé tuc.
khi ham muén nhuc duc 1a - m
mot hanh dong chii y cia y
chi. Ham mudn nhuc duc 13 u6c ao diing than x4c d€ pham toi,
dé thuc hién y twdng den t&i trong tAm tri. Ban ¢ thé bi hdp
din hay ngay cd bi gdi duc, ma quyét tAm khéng pham t6i
ham mudn. Nhiu ngudi, cach riéng Kité hitu nam gidi, mic
cdm t6i 161 vi nhitng hoat dong cia ndi tiét t6 sinh duc
Chia ban. Khi tu nhién nhin mét phu n@ hap din, ho cho d6
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12 ham muén nhuc duc va cdm th4y x4u hé, ddng 1én 4n. Nhung
hap din dau phai 12 ham mudn cho dén khi ban bit dau ap U
no.

Thuc t&, ban cang gan Thién Chia bao nhiéu, Satan cang
ra sttc cdm dd ban by nhiéu. Ngay lic ban trd nén con céi
Thién Chua, Satan, nhu tén gi€t mudn, bit ddu vach mot “hdp
déng” thanh to4n ban. Ban 13 ké thu clia né, va né 4m muu
danh guc ban.

Mot dbi khi, dang lic ban cAu nguyén, Satan sé gdi 1én
mdt diéu ky di hay mot ¥ twdng ta vay d€ 1am ban chia trf va
tréu ban. Pirng sg hai hay xau hé bdi diéu nay, nhung hay biét
ring, né dang run so khi ban cAu nguyén va dang tim moi cach
dé ngan can ban. Thay vi tu két 4n “Tai sao t6i lai ¢6 nhitng y
twéng ta vay d6?”, hay coi d6 nhu 12 cAm dd gy chia tri cia
Satan va lai lap tdc tap trung
vao Chda.

A

~ R . x NGAY HAI MUGI SAU
Hay nhdn ra cam do

ban the <o va chuf TRUGNG THANH QUA
an thuong gap va chudn CAC CAM DO

bi d6i phé. M4t vai hoan
cdnh khién ban dé sa chudc
cdm db hon nhitng hoan cdnh khdc. M&t vai hoan cdnh sé
1am ban sa sdy hau nhu tifc khic dang khi nhitng hoan canh
khéc lai khong 1am ban ban 10ng. Nh*ng hoan cdnh nay thi
dic thi vSi nhitng yéu dudi clia ban va ban phai x4c dinh
ching bdi 1€ chic chidn Satan biét ching! N6 biét chinh xdc
diéu gi khi€n ban d& vap ngd va né lién tuc hoat dong @&
dat ban vao nhitng hoan cédnh dé. Thanh Phéré cédnh béo,
“Anh em hdy séng tiét dé va tinh thitc, vi ma quy, thu dich
ciia anh em, nhu sw tk gdm thét, rdo quanh tim moi cdn xé”
(1Pr5, 8).

Hay tr hdi, “T6i dé bi cam dd nhat lic nao? Ngay nao
trong tudn? MAy gid trong ngay? Hay hdi, “T6i d& bi cdm db
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nhat & dau? O s& 1lam? O nha? G nha ban? 6] quay rugu? Trong
phi trudng hay & khach san?

Hay hodi, “T6i d€ bi cam dd nhat khi & vdi ai?”. Ban b&?
Péng nghiép? Mot ddm dong nhitng ngudi xa la? Hay khi &
moOt minh? Ciing hay hdi, “T'dm trang téi thuong nhu thé nao
trude khi bi cdm db?”. C6 thé d6 1a Iic ban mét mdi, cb don,
chan nan, that vong hay qué cing thing. C6 thé d6 1a lic ban
bi thuong tdn, ndi gidn, lo 1ing hay sau mot thanh cong 16n
hoac lic cao hing.

Hay x4c dinh loai hinh cdm dd ban thudng gip va chuin
bi @€ tranh xa cic hoan canh d6 hét sic c6 thé. Kinh Thanh
lap di lap lai 1a ching ta phai du liéu va sin sang duong dau
v6i cam dd (Mt 26, 41; Ep 6, 10-18; 1Tx 5,6.8; 1Pr 1, 13; 4, 7;
5, 8). Thanh Phaold néi, “Ditng dé ma quy thita co lgi dung”
(Ep 4, 27). Hoach dinh khon ngoan sé& gidm c4am dd. Hay theo
16i khuyén cia sach ChAm Ngoén: “Puong con di hdy san cho
phdng..., ditng quanh bén phdi, chd queo bén trdi, cé gitt chdn
con khéi diéu xdu xa” (Cn 4, 26-27), “Néo dwong nguoi chinh
tryc tranh xa diéu dc; ai dé mdt dén 16i minh di thi sinh mang
an toan” (Cn 16, 17).

CAu xin Thién Chta trg gitp. Thién dang c6 dudng day
néng cAp ctu tryc hai muci bon gid. Thién Chia mudn ban
cAu Ngai tr¢ gitip hau vuot thing cam dd. Ngai néi, “Hdy kéu
cdu Ta trong ngay cing khén, Ta sé gidi thodt va nguoi sé lam
hién danh Ta” (Tv 50, 15).

T6i goi day 1a 151 cau nguyén “vi séng” bdi vi né nhanh
va kip thdi: Lay Chua, xin gidp con! Xin cifu con! Khi cdm
dd ap xudng, ban khong c6 gid d€ dai dong vdi Chiia; ban
chi kip kéu 1én. Pavit, Paniel, Phér6, Phaol6 va hang triéu
ngudi khac da ding 15i nguyén tic thi d6 d€ thodt con nguy
khon.

Kinh Thanh bdo ddm, 15i cAu cttu sé dudc ling nghe vi
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Pitc Giésu caim thdng vSi nhitng chi€n d4u clia chiing ta. Ngai
ciing da ddi dién vdi nhitng cdm dd nhu chiing ta. Ngai, “Vi
Thuong té ciia chiing ta khéng phdi la Ddng khéng biét cdm
thuong nhitng ndi yéu hén ciia ta, vi Ngai da chiu thit thach vé
moi phuong dién giéng nhu ta, nhung khéng pham t6i” (Dt 4,
15).

Né&u Thién Chia dang dgi d€ gidp chiing ta danh bai cam
dd, tai sao chiing ta khong chay dén véi Ngai thudng xuyén
hon? Phai thanh thuc ma néi, nhiu khi ching ta khéng mudn
dudc cttu gitp! Ching ta mudn chiéu theo cdm dd mic dau
bi€t d6 1a sai. Nhitng lic d6, chiing ta
nghi, chiing ta biét diéu gi 14 t6t nhat cho
minh hon ¢4 Thién Chiia biét.

Vao nhitng Iic khéc, ching ta ngai
kéu ciu Chiia bdi ctf chiu theo cdm db
dé 14n nay dén lan khac. Nhung Thién
Chia khdéng bao gid bu'c minh, chan ngan
hay mAt kién nhAn mdi khi ching ta quay
lai v6i Ngai. Kinh Thanh néi, “Bdi thé,
ta hdy manh dan tién gdn ngai Thién Chiia la ngudn dan sing,
dé duogc xdt thuong va lanh on tro gilip mdi khi can” (Dt 4, 16).

Tinh yéu thudng ctia Chia thi bén vitng va 1ong nhin nhuc
cia Ngai thi trudng tdn. N&u ban phai kéu 1én cd tram Ian
mdi ngay ciu xin Ngai gitip d€ danh bai mot cdm dd dic biét
nao d6, Ngai ciing kip t6 1ong x4t thuong va ban on; thé nén,
hidy manh dan dén véi Ngai. Hay xin Ngai sic manh d€ lam
diu lanh va rdi ¢ chd dgi on Ngai ban.

C4c con cdm dd khién ching ta biét twra nuong vao Chia
nhu ré& cAy bam chit vao dat mdi khi gié danh vao than; vi thé,
mdi 14n didng 1én chdng lai cdm db, ban nén gidng Pic Giésu
hon. Khi ban vap ngi - von s& nhu vay - d6 ciing khdng phai 1a
tuyét ménh. Thay vi chiéu theo hay diu hang cdm dd, hay nhin
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1én Chda, trong mong Ngai trd gitip va nhd ring, phan thudng
dang chd ban, “Phiic thay nguoi biét kién tri chiu dung con thi
thdach, vi mét khi da duwoc t6i luyén, ho sé lanh phan thudng la
su song Chiua dd hita ban cho nhitng ai yéu mén Ngai” (Gc 1,
12).

T \ , N
NGAY HAI MUOI SAU

NGHI VE MUC PiCH pOI TOI

Mt diem d€ suy tw: MSi cam dd 134 mot co hoi
dé 1am diéu lanh.

Mot céu Kinh Thdnh dé nhé: “Phiic thay nguoi
biét kién tri chiu dung con thit thach, vi mot khi da
duoc 16i luyén, ho sé lanh phdn thudng la s séng Chila
da hita ban cho nhitng ai yéu mén Ngai” (Ge 1, 12).

Mot cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: Pau 1a phadm tinh
nén giéng Pic Kité ma t6i c¢6 thé phat trién bing
viéc danh bai cAm dd thudng phai duong dau nhat?

—~l
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PANH BAI CAM DO

“Anh hdy trdnh xa cdc dam mé ciia tudi tré,
c& gdng trd nén nguoi céng chinh,
giau long tin va long yéu mén,
dn & thudn hoa cing nhitng ai kéu cdu Chiia
vdi tdm long trong sach”
2Tm 2, 22).

“Khong mot thit thach nao da xdy ra cho anh em
ma lai vuot qud sic loai nguoi.
Thién Chiia la Ddng trung tin:
Ngai khong dé anh em bi thit thdch qud siic;
nhung khi dé anh em bi thit thdch,
Ngai sé cho két thiic 16t dep,
dé anh em cé sikc chiu dung”
(1Cr 10, 13).

Lic nao cling c6 dudng thoat.

C6 thé d6i lic ban cAm thdy mot cdm db nao d6é qué sifc
chiu dung, nhung d6 1a Iva phinh cla Satan. Thién Chda da
htra khong bao giG dat trén ban ganh ning vugt qua siic manh
Ngai ban trong ban d€ ban d6i phé v6i né. Ngai khong cho
phép bat k¥ cAm db nio x4y ra ma ban khong thé danh bai.
Tuy nhién, ban phai gép phan biing cach thuc hanh bén bi quyét
Kinh Thanh day d€ d6i ddu véi cam dd.
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Tép trung sy chd ¥ cla ban vao mot diéu khac. C6 1&
ban sé& ngac nhi€n khi khdng noi nao trong Kinh Thanh béo
ching ta “chéng lai cdm dé”. Chiing ta chi dugc day hay “chdéng
lai ma quy” (G15,22-23), va diéu nay khd bat ngd, t6i s& giai
thich sau. Thay vao dd, ching ta dudc khuyén hay tap trung
suy nghi mot chuyén khac, bdi 1& chdng lai mot ¥ nghi sé vo
ich. Viéc d6 chi 1am ting su chd ¥ vao diéu sai trdi, va ching
ta cang thdy né quyén rii hon. PE t6i gidi thich:

Mbi khi ban tim cdch ngin chin mot ¥ twdng khdi tAm tri,
ban lai khi€n né di sdu hon vao ky c minh. Thay vi chdng,
ban lai cling ¢6 né. Piu nay rat ding d6i véi cam db. Ban
khong danh bai cdm dd bing cich chdng lai cAm xtic v¢ nd.
Cang chdng lai cAm xic, n6
cang lam ban tiéu hao va \ﬂ”‘/‘
ch& ngu ban. Ban 1am cho
né manh thém mdi khi nghi

Cuéc chién chéng lai t6i 15i
thing hay bai la & trong tdm

dén no. ) / tri. Didu gi chiém s chii y
\ Vi cdm d6 luén bat ciia ban sé chiém duoc con

dau tr mOt ¥ nghi, nén cach nguoi ciia ban.

nhanh nh4t d€ v6 hi¢u hod ﬁ\

sttc quyén rii clia né 1a hay v

chi ¥y vao mdét chuyén

khac. Pirng chong lai y twdng. Chi cin thay d6i dong suy tur va
dé tam dén mot y nghi khac. Pay 1a budc diu tién d€ danh bai
cam do.

Cudc chién chdng lai 161 161 thing hay bai 1a & trong tdm
tri. Picu gi chi€m sy chi ¥ clia ban s& chi€m dudc con ngudi
cia ban. P6 1a 1y do tai sao Gidp néi, “Téi da két udc vdi doi
mdt ciia t6i, la khéng nhin ngdm mot thiéu nit nao” (G 31, 1).
Ciing nhu Pavit da cAu nguyén, “Xin giit mdt nay khdi nhin
theo nhitng gi huw do” (Tv 119, 37a).

C6 bao gid ban xem quang cdo thifc an trén truyén hinh
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va bdng nhién cdm thay d6i? C6 bao gid ban nghe ngudi khic
ho va lap tifc ban ciing diing hdng? C6 bao gid ban thdy ngudi
khac ngdp va minh ciing mudn ngap theo? (ban c6 thé ngép
ngay bay gid khi doc diéu nay!) D6 1a sifc manh cilia su goi y.
Cach tr nhién, ching ta huéng dén bat cit di€u gi ching ta chid
y. Ban cang nghi nhiéu vé moét diu gi, n6 cang nim chit ban
hon.

D6 1a 1y do tai sao viéc lap di lap lai “T6i phai an it lai...
ho#c t6i phai bd hit thudc... hodc t6i khong thém khat nita” 1a
chién lude tr 1am cho minh that bai. N6 bt ban chd ¥ vao
diéu ban khong mudn. Ciing nhu tuyén bd, “Téi sé khong bao
gi 1am diéu me t6i da 1am”. Chinh ban
dang ty dit minh d€ 1am lai chuyén dé.

HAu hét cac ché d6 an kiéng khong
mAay hiéu qud vi ching 1am ban lic ndo
cling nghi dén thifc #n, chiing dang bio dam
vdi ban ring, ban sé& d6i. Ciing vay, ditng
trudc mot ¢ toa, mOt ngudi e lap di lap
lai vdi chinh minh, “Pirng hi hop” thilam
cho minh hdi hdp thém! Thay vio d6, ngudi
Ay nén chd y vao mdt diu gi khac ngoai tri nhitng cdm xuc -
vao Chia ching han, vao tdm quan trong cla bai dién vin,
hay vao thi hi€u cda thinh gia.

Cam dd khdi su bing viéc bit 14y chi ¥ clia ban. Piéu gi
khién ban chi ¥, diéu 4y s& day 1én cam xtic ndi ban. Ti€p dén,
cam xic tdc dong dén hanh vi va ban lai hanh dong theo cdm
xtic. Cang chi y dén “Tdi khong mudn 1am diéu nay”, né cang
manh mé kéo ban vao trong ludi biy cia né.

Phét 15 cam dd thi hiéu qua hon so véi viée chién dau véi
né. Khi tAm trf ban nghi dén mot diu gi khac, cam db sé tu
mat tac dung. Th& nén, khi cdm dd goi dién thoai cho ban,
ding tranh cai véi nd, chi viéc clip may!
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P6i khi diéu nay c6 ¥ nghia vat Iy 1 lanh xa cam db. Tau
vi thuong sach. Chdi day tit ti vi. Rdi khéi nhém ban dang néi
chuyén tdm phao. Hay r5i khdi rap, dit phim chua xong. P&
khéi bi chAm, hdy 14nh xa dan ong. Hay 1am bAt ctt diu gi ¢6
thé d€ hudng su chi ¥ clia ban vao mot chuyén khac.

Vé mit thiéng liéng, tAm tri cia ban 13 mot trong nhitng
ndi d& bi tdn thuong nhat. PE bét bi cam dd, hay dé€ Ldi Chia
va nhitng ¥ twdng t6t 1anh chi€m hitu tAim tri ban. Hay danh
bai nhitng ¥ nghi den 161 biing cich nghi d&n nhitng gi thanh
cao. Pay 14 nguyén tic thay th&. Thing diéu dif bing dilu
lanh (Rm 12, 21). Satan khdng thé 16i kéo su chi y ciia ban
dang khi ban ban tdm d&n mdét diu khdc. P6 1a 1y do tai
sao Kinh Thanh 1ip di lip lai vSi chiing ta ring, hay git
long tri tap trung: “Anh em hdy ngdm nhin Ditc Giésu” (Dt
3, 1). “Anh hdy nhd dén Pitc Giésu Kit6” (2Tm 2, 8). “Ngoai
ra, thua anh em, nhitng gi la chdn thdt, cao quy, nhitng gi la
chinh truc tinh tuyén, nhitng gi la ddng mén va dem lai danh
thom tiéng t6t, nhitng gi la ditc hanh, ddng khen, thi xin anh em
hdy dé¢y” (P14, 8).

Né€u that su nghiém tic mudn d4nh bai cAm dd, ban phai
quan tri tAm trf minh va gidm sit ngudn thong tin dua vao.
Ngudi khon ngoan nhat da tirng séng trén ddi cdnh bdo ring:
“Hay gin giit tim con cho thdt ky, vi tw dé ma sw séng phdt
sinh” (Cn 4, 23). Ping dé rac rudi d6 vao tAm tri ban cach bira
bai. Phai gan loc. Phai chon lua k§ cang di€u ban suy nghi.
Hay noi guong thanh Phaold, “Chiing t6i bcit moi tu tudng phdi
ddu hang dé di tdi chd vang phuc Dirc Kité” (2Cr 10, 5). Piéu
nay doi hdi phai thuc hanh 1au dai sudt ci ddi, nhung véi trg
gilip cia Chiia Thanh Thén, ban c6 thé thiét 1ap lai cach suy
nghi cia minh.

Chia sé chién diu cta ban véi mét ngudi ban t6t hay
v6i nhém tuong trg. Ban khong can truyén thanh cho ca th&

MUC PICH # 3: BAN bUOC TAO DUNG DE NEN GIONG PUC KITO 269



gidi, nhung ban cin it nita 12 mdt
ngudi d€ ¢ thé chan thanh chia sé
nhirng chi€n ddu cia minh. Kinh
Thénh né1, “Hai nguoi thi hon mot,
vi hai nguoi lam viéc cuc khd sé thu nhdp khd hon. Nguoi nay
ngd da cé nguoi kia ndng day. Nhung khi chi c6 mot minh, ma
bi ngad thi that la khon, vi ching c6 ai ndng day ca!” (Gv 4, 9-10).

NGAY HAI MUOI BAY
DPANH BAI CAM DO

Pé t6i néi 16 hon: Néu ban that bai trong viéc chdng lai
mdt th6i xAu ¢d hitu, mot s nghién ngap, mot cAm dd, va ban bi
mic ket trong vong ludn quin mic cim-that bai-khong lam
dude diéu t6t, thi tu sitc, ban khong 1am cho minh kh4 hon
dudgc! Ban cin sy gitip dd clia ngudi khac. Mot vai cAm dd chi
¢6 thé vugt qua nhd sy trg gitip clia mot ngudi ban - 13 ngudi
s& cAu nguyén, ¢6 vii va nhic nhd ban.

Du dinh ctiia Thién Chda danh cho sy trudng thanh va tu
do ctia ban con bao gdm ca cic Kitd hitu khac. Tinh bing hitu
chan thuc va chinh hiéu 13 thudc gidi cho cudc chi€n don doc
chéng lai t6i 18i vén rat khé chuyén lay noi ban. Thién
Chda coi d6 1a c4ch thé duy nhat ban dudc tu do: “Anh em
hdy thil t6i véi nhau va cdu nguyén cho nhau dé duoc citu thodt”
(Ge 5, 16).

Ban ¢6 that st mudn dude chita lanh khdi chudc cam db
dai ddng von 1am ban vap nga hét 14n nay t6i 14n khéac khong?
Phuong dugc clia Chia that 16 rang: Pirng trdn 4p; hdy xung
thd né ra! Bing che day né; hay c¢di md! Boc 16 cam thic clia
ban 14 budc dau clia viéc chita lanh.

Che gi4u thudng tdn chi 1Am né thém nghiém trong. Bao
van dé€ ndy sinh trong béng t61 va ngay cang trd nén tram
trong, nhung mdt khi dudc phoi bay ra dnh sang su that, ching
rit lui. Ban ciing s€ bénh hoan nhu nhitng bi mat cia minh
vay. Thé nén, hay cdi mit na, dirng gid v& minh hoan ho va
hay buéc di trong tu do.
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Tai Hoi Thanh Saddleback, chiing t6i titng ching kién stic
manh kinh hoang cia viéc chat dit tr6i budc cia nhitng nghién
ngap twéng nhu vo vong va nhitng cdm dd trién mién qua mot
chuong trinh dugc goi 1a Phuc Héi. P6 14 mdt tién trinh riit ra
tr Kinh Thénh gém tdm budc dua trén Tam MGi Phic That
cla Ptc Giésu va dugc xay dung vdi su hd trg cia cdc nhém
nhd. Trong mudi nim qua, ¢6 hon 5.000 anh chi em da dugc
gidi thoat khdi cac théi hu tat xau, thuong tén va nghién ngép.
Pén nay, chuong trinh nay da dugc 4p dung trong hang ngan
cong doan. T6i nhiét liét khuyén khich ban 4p dung né cho
cong doan minh.

Satan mudn ban nghi ring, tdi 16i cling nhu cdm dd cilia
ban 13 doc nhat, nén né mudn ban gii bi mat. Su that 14 tat ca
ching ta dang & trén ciing mdt chi€c tau. TAt ca chi€n dau
ciing nhitng cdm dd nhu nhau (1Cr 10, 13), va “moi nguoi déu
dd pham t0i” (Rm 3, 23). Hang triéu ngudi cam nhin nhitng gi
ban dang cdm nhan ciing nhu dang ddi ddu véi nhitng cudc
chién ban dang déi ddu ngay hom nay.

Ly do khién chiing ta gidu nhem 14m 13i ctia minh 13 vi
long kiéu ngao. Ching ta
mudn nhitng ngudi khac nghi \f‘?’/‘
ring moi su trong cudc séng )
cla ching ta “dang & trong Su that la, bﬁit cu nhfmg 8l
tAm kié€m soat”. Sy that I, ban\khéng thé ndi dé7n déu da
bAt ¢t nhitng gi ban khong thé ndm ng oai tdm kiém sodt
néi dén déu da nim ngodi tAm cua cugc séng ban.
ki€m soat cda cudc s6ng ban - \4}\
roi: cdc van d€ tai chanh, hon
nhén, con céi, tr twdng, tinh duc, nhitng théi xau kin d4do va bat
ctt diu gi khac. Néu ty sifc ché ngy dude né, ban da giai quyét
tir 1au. Th& nhung, ban bat Iuc. Y chi va nhitng quyét tAm c4
nhan van khong du.
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Mot vai van dé qua an sau, quen 16n va qué 16n lao dén ndi
ty stic ban khong thé giai quyét. Ban cAn mot nhém nhd hay mot
ngudi ban ¢é trach nhiém, 1a nhitng ngudi sé khuyén khich, nang
d3, cAu nguyén, yéu thuong ban vé diéu kién va ho ciing c6 thé
nhdc nhd ban nita. Rdi ban ciing ¢ thé gitip cho ho nhu thé.

BAt e Iic nao c6 ai d6 gidi bay véi 161, “Cho dén nay, t6i
chura bao gid n6i diéu nay vdi ai”, t6i rat phan khich ling nghe vi
161 bi€t ho sdp cAm nghiém dugc sy gidi toa va gidi thoat 16n lao.
Van 4p suét sip dugc md ra, va lan dau tién, ho sip nhin thay
tia hy vong cho tuong lai d5i minh. Picu d6 thé nao cling xay
ra mot khi chiing ta 1am diéu Chda mudén bing cach thira nhan
nhiing tran tr§ cia minh véi mot ngudi ban lanh thanh.

Cho t6i hdi ban mdt cau héi khé: Ban dang c6 gidu kin diéu
gi trong cudc sdng? Pau 1a diéu ban ngai
dé cap dén? Tu sitc minh, ban s& khong
giai quyét néi. Vang, phai that khiém
nhudng mdi c6 thé nhin nhan yéu hén
ctia minh trude nhitng ngudi khac, nhung
thi€u khiém nhudng ciing 12 diéu khong
bao gid 1am ban trd nén t6t hon. Kinh
Thanh n6i, “Thién Chiia chéng lai ké kiéu
ngao, nhung ban on cho ké khiém
nhuong. Anh em hay phuc tiung Thién Chiia” (Gc 4, 6b-7a).

Phai chéng lai cam dd. Sau khi da khiém t6n quy phuc
Thién Chda, chung ta dudc 1&énh phai chdng lai Ma Quy. O
phan con lai cia ciu 7 trong chuong 4, thanh Giacdbé néi,
“Hdy chéng lai ma quy, chiing sé chay xa anh em” (Gc 4, 7Tb).
Chiing ta khong thu ddng nhudng bude trude tan cong cia nd,
nhung phai dénh tra.

Tan Udc thudng mé td ddi sdng Kitd hitu nhu mot tran
chién thiéng liéng chdng lai thé luc tdi 4c bing viée st dung
céc thuat ngi chi€n tranh nhu chién dau, ché ngu, dau tranh va
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danh thang. Kit6 hitu thudng dugc so sdnh vdi nhitng ngudi linh
dang chi€n diu trén dit quan tha.

Lam sao chiing ta c6 thé chdng lai Ma Quy ? Thanh Phaold
né6i, “Hay déi mii chién la on citu dé va cdm guom ciia Thdn
Khi ban cho, titc la Loi Thién Chiia” (Ep 6, 17). Budc thd
nh4t 12 ti€p nhan on ctfu d6 ciia Thién Chia. Ban sé khéng
thé néi khéng véi Ma Quy néu ban da khéng néi vang vdi
bic Kit6. Khéng ¢ bic Kitd, ching ta hoan toan vé phuong
tr vé trude Ma Quy, nhung véi “mi chi€n doi ddu 1a on cifu
dd” tAm tri ching ta duge bao v€ bdi chinh Thién Chia. Hay
nhd diéu nay: Néu ban 14 Kité hitu, Satan khéng thé bit ép
ban 1am mot chuyén gi, né chi cé thé goi y.

Thit dén, ban phai dung Ldi cda Thién Chida lam vii khi
chdng lai Satan. Pitc Giésu 13 guong miu cho chiing ta khi
Ngai chiu cam dd trong sa mac. M&i 14n Satan dwa ra mdt dé
nghi mdi moc, Ngai chdng lai bing cach trich dAn mot cau Li
Chda. Ngai kh6ng tranh luan véi Satan. Ngai da khong noi,
“T61 khdng d61” khi bi
cam dd ding quyén nang \w\
minh dé dép ng nhu cau
ban than. Ngai chi don  Dimg bao gio tim cdch tranh
gidn trich din Ldi Chda  {ludn véi Ma Quy. N6 gioi hon
da thudc 1ong. Ching ta ban nhiéu, bdi da cé hang
cling phai ing X nhu vay. ngan ndm tdp luyén.

L3i Thién Chda ¢6 quyén \/J}J\

nang va Satan sd diéu dé.

Pirng bao gid tim cach tranh ludn vdi Ma Quy. N6 gidi hon
ban nhiéu, bdi da c6 hang ngan nam tap luyén. Ban khong thé
danh lira Satan vdi 1y luén hoic quan di€m cia ban, nhung ban
¢6 thé diing thit vii khi von 1am né phai run sd - chan 1y cia
Thi€én Chda. Pay Ia 1y do tai sao thudc long Kinh Théanh la
tuyét d6i cAn thiét d€ ddnh bai cdm dd. Ban c6 thé doc that
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nhanh bat ¢ khi no ban bi cdm dd. Nhu Pitc Giésu, ban da cat
gitt chan 1y trong 10ng, va nhé lai bat ¢t khi nao.

Né&u ban khdong thudc 1ong mot cau Kinh Thanh nao, thi
khac chiban ¢6 sting ma bén trong khong ¢é dan! Té1 thach thic
ban hoc thudc 1ong mdi tudn mot cAu LJi Chida trong quing
ddi con lai. Hay hinh dung ban sé manh mé& biét bao.

Nhin thdc sy yéu hén ctia minh. Thién Chida canh béo
chiing ta dirng bao gid tw phu va qué tv tin; d6 14 dudng din dén
thdm hoa. Giérémia néi, “Khdng gi nham hiém va bdt tri nhu
long nguoi, ai do thdu dugc?” (Gr 17, 9). Nghia 1a ching ta chi
viéc gidi lira phinh chinh minh. Pit vao ding hoan canh, bat ctt
ai trong chiing ta ciing c6 thé pham bt cf tdi nao. Pirng bao gits
thi€u cinh gidc va nghi ring minh da & ngoai vong cam do.

Ping bao gid bat cAn dit minh vao nhitng hoan canh dé
bi cam dd. Hay tranh xa chiing (Cn 14, 16). Hay nhd, trdnh xa
cam dd thi dé hon thoét khdi né. Kinh Théanh néi, “Bdi vdy, ai
tuong minh dang diing viing, thi hay coi chitng kéo nga” (1Cr
10, 12).
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NGAY HAI MUGI BAY
NGHI Vi MUC PiCH POI TOI

Mt diém dé suy tu: 1ic ndo ciing c6 161 tho4t.

Mot cdu Kinh Thdanh dé nhé: “Ngai khong dé anh
em bi thit thach qud sitc; nhung khi dé anh em bi thit
thdach, Ngai sé cho két thiic 16t dep, dé anh em c6 siic
chiu dung” (1Cr 10, 13).

Mt cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: Ai la ngudi 16i s&
thinh cAu d€ ho trd nén ngudi ban thiéng liéng, gitp
t6i ddnh bai mdt chudc cAm db cd hitu biing 15i cau
nguyén ho danh cho t61?
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CAN CO THOI GIAN

« 3 2 A N N
O dudi bdu troi nay,
moi su déu cé liic, moi viéc déu cé thoi”
(Gv 3, 1).

“T6i tin chdc rdng:
Ddng da bdt ddu noi anh em
mot cong viéc t6t lanh nhu thé,
ciing sé dua céng viéc do téi ché hoan thanh
cho dén ngay Diic Kité Giésu quang lam”
(P11, 6).

Pé trudng thanh, khéng c6 nhitng con dudng tit.

Chiing ta cAn nhiéu nam d€ budc vao tudi trudng thanh
nhu trai tring can di mua d€ 16n 1én va chin mong. Hoa tréi
thiéng liéng ciing th&. Viéc phat trién cac didc tinh nén giéng
Priic Giésu ciing khong thé nhanh voi duge. Nhu than xé4c can
¢6 thoi gian d€ tang trudng thi trudng thanh thiéng liéng ciing
nhu thé.

Khi ban tim c4ch 1am trdi cAy chin nhanh, né sé mat hudng
vi. O My, ca chua thudng dudc hai xanh dé khong bi dap trén
dudng dén céc ctra hang. Trudce khi ban, nhitng qua ca chua
xanh ndy dudc phun carbonic, d€ trong chdc 14t, bi€n thanh ca
chua dé. Ca chua dudc phun khi nay van #n dude nhung mui vi
khong bing ca chua chin ty nhién, 16n 1én cham rii.
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Trong khi ching ta lo 1dng vé viéc lam sao dé trudng
thanh nhanh, thi Thién Chida lai quan tdm dén viéc bdng
cdch nao dé chiing ta trudng thanh manh. Ngai nhin cudc sdng
ching ta @r dG1 ddi va cho ddi doi, nén Ngai khdng bao gid voi
vang.

Lane Adams tirng so sanh ti€n trinh trudng thanh thiéng

liéng v6i chi€n lude quan doi Pong Minh st dung trong Thé
Chién Th Hai d€ giai thoat cdc ddo ving Nam Thai Binh
Dudng. Truée hét ho “lam
mém” mot hon ddo, 1am suy \Q/}/\
y&u hang phong ngu bing
viéc nd phéo vao nhitng don
ldy dich quén tor cidc tau
chi€n ngoai khoi. Ti€p dén,
moét luc lugng nhd Thuy
Quan Luc Chién dot nhap
dao va lap nén mot “ctt diém
dd bd” - mot phan nhé cia - \4}\
d4o ma ho kiém soat dudc.
Mot khi cf di€m dudc Sn dinh, ho bit diu ti€n trinh 1au dai giai
cttu phan con lai cia ddo, mdi lic 14n chi€m mot phan. Cudi
cling, ca hon ddo sé dugc ki€m so4t, nhung khong phai 1a khong
c6 nhitng chién tran d4t gia.

Adams rit ra mot ¥ nghia tuong tu: Trude khi Bic Kitd
budc vao cudc ddi ching ta ngay ching ta nhap dao, déi khi
Ngai phai “lam mém” chiing ta trudc bing cach d€ nhirng van
dé ma chiing ta khong giai quyét ndi x4y ra. Pang khi mot s&
ngudi md 10ng minh cho Ngai khi 14n dau tién Ngai g6 cifa, thi
da sd ching ta lai phong thii va chéng lai Ngai. Kinh nghiém
trude khi trg lai dao ctia ching ta 1a ciu ndi clia Ngai: “Nay,
Ta dang diing ngoai cita va dji bom!”.

Trong khi chiing ta lo ldng
vé viéc lam sao dé trudng
thanh nhanh thi Thién Chiia
lai quan tdm dén viéc
bdng cdch nao dé chiing ta
trudng thanh manh.

Vao gidy phidt ban md 10ng minh cho Pic Kit6, thi Thién
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Chda @it mot “ct di€m d6 bd ” trong ddi ban. Ban c6 thé nghi 1a
ban da quy trao tit ca ddi ban cho Ngai, nhung su that 13 con rat
nhiéu noi, nhitng noi ma tham chi ban chua tirng biét t6i. C6 thé
ban chi trao cho Ngai mot phan nao d6 ma ban c6 thé hiéu dugc
lic d6. Khong sao. Mot khi Piic Kitd da ¢6 mot i diém dd bo,
Ngai bit dau chién dich chi€m linh 1anh thd ngay cang nhiéu
hon cho dén khi ¢4 cudc ddiban thudc tron vé& Ngai. S& ¢é nhiéu
chién tran x4y ra, nhung k&t qua sé that hién nhién. Thién Chiia
hita, “Ddng da bdt ddu noi anh em mét céng viéc t6t lanh nhuw
thé; ciing sé dua cong viéc dé tdi ché hoan
thanh cho dén ngay Diic Kité Giésu quang
lam” (P11, 6).

Pdi s6ng mon dé 1a tién trinh nén
gidng Puc Kitd. Kinh Thanh néi, “Cho
dén khi tdt cd chiing ta dat tdi sw hiép
nhdt trong ditc tin va trong su nhdn biét
Con Thién Chiia, tdi tinh trang con nguoi
trudng thanh, toi tdm véc vién mdn ciia
Ditc Kit6” (Ep 4, 13). Nén gidng Piic Kit6 14 dich dén sau cling,
nhung hanh trinh cda ban thi s&€ kéo dai sudt ca cude doi.

Pén day, chiing ta thdy, hanh trinh nay bao gém viéc tin
(qua thd phudng), thuéc vé (qua su hiép thdng), va trd nén
(qua ddi s6ng mén dé¢). Mdi ngay mot it, Thién Chiia mudn
ban tr§ nén gi6ng Ngai hon: “Anh em da mdc ldy con nguoi
mdi, con nguoi hdang dwoc déi mdi theo hinh dnh Ddng Tao
Hod” (C1 3, 10a).

Ngay nay, chiing ta bi 4m anh qué nhiéu vdi tdc do, nhung
Thién Chda lai chd ¥ dén stic manh va vitng chic hon 1a sy
nhanh chéng. Chiing ta mudn x&p dit nhanh gon, di tit va gidi
quyét ngay. Chiing ta mudn mot bai gidng, mot khod hoi thio,
hay mot kinh nghiém von gidi quyét tiic khic moi van dé, ddy
xa moi cam db va giai thoat ching ta khdi moi khd dau. Thé&
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nhung, trudng thanh dich thuc sé khong bao gid 13 két qua cda
mdt kinh nghiém don 1, bat luAn né manh mé hay d4nh dong
dén dau. Sv trudng thanh thudng tiém ti€n. Kinh Thanh ndi,
“Chiing ta phdn chiéu vinh quang ciia Thién Chiia nhu mot biic
guong; nhi vy, chiing ta duoc bién doi nén giéng ciing mot hinh
dnh do, ngay cang trd nén ruc ré hon, nhu do bdi tdc dong ciia
Chiia la Than Khi” (2Cr 3, 18b).

TAISAO LAT PHAI LAUNHU THE?

DAu cé thé bién d6i ching ta tic khic, Thién Chda lai
chon phudng phap 1am chiing ta phat trién tiém tién. Pic Giésu
rat than trong trong viéc phat trién cdng doan moén dé cia
Ngai. Nhu Thién Chia da dé dan Israel chi€m ctt P4t Hita
“tirng chiit mot” (Pnl 7, 22) hau ho khdi bi don ép 1én nhau,
Ngai ciing thich tdc dong din dan, tirng budc mot trong cudc
ddi chdng ta.

Pé thay ddi va 16n 1én, tai sao phai cAn nhiéu thdi gian
nhu thE? Pay 13 mdt vai Iy do:

Chiing ta la nhitng ngudi hoc cham. Ching ta thudng
phai hoc di hoc lai mot bai hoc dé€n bén hay nim muoi 1an méi
thudc. Cac van dé ctt luan phién x4y dén, va chiing ta nghi,
“Pirng lap lai nita! Biét rdi” - nhung Thién Chda biét 16 hon.
Lich st Israel cho th4y chiing ta mau quén nhitng bai hoc Thién
Chia day va sém quay vé véi nhitng nép cii. Chiing ta can hoc
di hoc lai.

Con nhiéu diéu chiing ta chua hoc. Nhiéu ngudi dén véi
vi tor van, ho trinh bay mot van dé c4 nhan hay tinh cdm vén
da chat chita nhiéu ndm, “T6i chi ¢6 mdt gid, xin Ong gidp
t61”. Ho ngdy ng6é mong dgi mot giai phap tdc thdi cho mdt
van nan da in r€ 1au nam. Vi phan 16n cdc van dé cda ching
ta - va tat cd théi x4u - da khéng phat tri€én mot sém mot
chiu, nén sé& khong thuc t& khi mong chiing bi€n mat tic khic.
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Khong mot than duge, mot 151 cAu nguyén hay mot nguyén téc
ndo cé thé dao ngugc tic thdi nhitng t6n hai ciia nhiéu nam.
N6 doi hdi phai thdo g& va thay thé vén mat nhifu cdng sifc.
Kinh Thanh goi d6 1a “cdi b6 con nguoi cii” va “mdc ldy con
nguoi moi” (Rm 13, 12; Ep 4,22-25;C13, 7-10, 14). Pang khi
dudc ban mdt ban tinh mdi vao gidy phiit tré lai, ban vAn mang
theo nhitng théi quen, nép sdng va thuc hanh cii von can ¢di bd
va thay thé.

Chiing ta s¢ phdi khiém tén d6i mat sy that cia chinh
minh. T6i vira n6i, su that s€ giai thoét ching ta, nhung trude
hét, sur that cling thudng gay dau khd. Nbi lo ddi dién véi nhitng
thi€u sét clia minh s& giam ham chiing ta trong ti nguc cia
viéc chdi nhan. Chi khi nao d€ Thién Chia doi chi€u 4nh sdng
chan 1y clia Ngai trén nhitng sai 1am, that bai va ray rit 4y,
chiing ta mdi c6 thé bit ddu gidi quyét dugce ching. Pay 1a 1y
do tai sao ban khong thé trudng thanh néu khéng c6 mdt thai
do d& bao va khiém tdn.

Truéng thanh thudng gy thuong ton va s¢ hii. Khong
trudng thanh nao khéng cin dén d6i thay; khong d6i thay nao
khong gy sd hai hodc mat mat; va khong mat mat nao khong
gdy thudng tdn. Mdi ddi thay déu kéo theo mdt mat mat nao
d6: Ban phai ra khdi nhitng 161 cii € cAm nhan nhitng néo dudng
mdi. Ching ta s¢ nhirng

mAt mét nay ca khi 161 \ﬂ”’/‘

sOng cii that tai hai cho
bdn th4n; vi vdi ddi
giay cd, it n@a 1a nd
cling thoai méi va quen

Khong trudng thanh nao
khéng cdn dén doi thay;
khéng déi thay nao
khéng gdy so hdi hodc mdt mdt;

thude. va khéng mdt mdt nao khong
Con ngudi thudng gdy thiong ton.

x4y dung cd tinh cia

minh chung quanh \/1/?\
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nhitng khi€m khuyét. Ching ta néi, “That gidng t6i khi...” va
“T6i ciing nhu thE d6”. Ndi lo 14ng vo thifc cda chiing ta 13, néu
t6i bd di théi quen cia t6i, tu ai cla toi, bit it cla t6i, t6i s€
nhu th€ ndo? Lo 14ng nay hén s& 1am tri tré sy trudng thanh clia
ban.

Théi quen cAn c6 thai gian d€ hinh thanh. Hay nhd riing,
tinh tinh cda ban 12 toan bd céc théi quen ban ¢6. Ban khong
thé dugc coi 1a tif t& néu khéng thuong xuyén ti t& - ban té ra ti
t& ca khi khong nghi dén né. Ban khong
thé dugc coi 1a chinh truc tri phi thdi
quen cla ban 1a ludn ludn that tha. Mot
ngudi chdng chung thuy véi vd phdn lon
thoi gian, khong phai 1a chung thuy! Théi
quen cia ban xéc dinh con ngudi ctia ban.

Chi ¢6 mot cach thé dé€ phat trién
nhitng théi quen nén gidng céc nhan
ddc cia Bic Kitdé ma théi: Ban phai tdp
- va diéu nay doi hdi thdi gian! Khong
b thdi quen titc thi. Thanh Phaold thic giuc Timo6te, “Anh hdy tha
thiét voi nhiing diéu doé, chuyén chii vao dé dé moi nguoi nhan thdy
nhitng tién b ciia anh” (1Tm 4, 15).

Néu tap luyén mdt dicu gi d6 thudng xuyén, ban sé& gidi.
Lap di lap lai 1a me cda tAm tdnh va k§ nang. Nhitng théi
quen xay dung tdm tanh nay thudng dudc goi la “nhitng ky ludt
thiéng liéng”, va ¢6 hang t4 sach t6t day ban céach thuc hanh
chiing. Xem Phu truong 2, ban s&€ thdy mot bang liét ké nhitng
sach hay vé sy truéng thanh thiéng liéng.

PUNG VOI VA

Mot vai céch thé cong tdc v6i Chia trong tién trinh di
dén trudng thanh thiéng liéng.
Hay tin Thién Chida dang hoat dong trong doi minh ca
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NGAY HAI MUOCI TAM khi bal‘l khﬁng cam thﬁ’y diéll

CAN CO d6. Trudng thanh thiéng li€éng
THOI GIAN doi khi 13 mot cong viée budn

té, trng budc nhd mdi lic. Hay

wSc mong cai thién din dan.

Kinh Thanh néi, “Moi sw déu cé
liic, moi viéc déu cd thoi ciia né” (Cn 3, 1). Trong ddi séng
thiéng liéng ctia ban ciing ¢6 nhitng mia kh4c nhau. Nhiéu
khi ban cdm thay 16n bung 1&én (mia xudn) theo sau 1 giai
doan &n dinh va thi nghiém (mia thu va mia dong).

Vay thi nhitng v&An d&, nhitng théi quen, nhitng ndi dau ban
mudn t6ng khit mot cach than ki thi sao? CAu nguyén dé phép
la x4y ra 1 mot diéu t6t nhung dirng that vong néu Chda dap 15i
bing mot thay ddi tiém tién. Vi thdi gian, dong nude déu déu,
chim rii s& bao mon khdi da rén chic nhat va bién nhitng phién
da khdng 16 thanh nhitng vién cudi nhin nhui. Qua thdi gian,
mot mam non nhd bé ¢6 thé bién thanh mdt cdy gb dé khdng 16
cao hon 10 mét.

Hiy ghi lai nhitng bai da hoc trong s tay. Py khong
phai 14 cudn nhat ky céc su kién nhung 12 ghi nhan nhitng gi
ban dang hoc. Hay ghi lai nhitng suy tv va nhitng bai hoc cude
song Chia day cho ban vé chinh Ngai, vé chinh ban, vé cudc
dsi, v€ cac mdi twong quan va vé moi chuyén khac. Hay ghi
lai &€ c6 thé 6n lai, nhd lai va d€ chiing lai cho th& hé mai sau
(Tv 102, 18; 2Tm 3, 14). Ly do ching ta phai hoc lai cdc bai
hoc 4y vi chiing ta thudng mau quén. P&u din nhin lai hanh
trinh thiéng liéng clia minh ¢6 thé tranh cho ban nhiing ndi
dau va lo ling khong cin thiét. Kinh Thanh néi, “Vi thé, chiing
ta cang phdi chii tdm hon nita vao nhiing loi da nghe, kéo bi
cudn tréi di mdat” (Dt 2, 1).

Hay kién nhén véi Thién Chiia, véi chinh minh. M6t trong
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nhitng ric 16i cia cudc d5i 1a thdi khoa biéu ctia Chiia hi€m khi
tring khép véi thdi kho4 biéu clia chiing ta. Chiing ta thudng héi
h4, dang khi Thién Chia thi khéng. Ban c6 thé cdm th4y nan
1ong trude su ti€n trién chdm chap clia minh trong cudc dvi.
Hay nhd, Thi€n Chida khong bao gid vdi va, nhung Ngai ludn
ding gid. Ngai sé& diing c4 ddi cia ban d€ chuén bi cho vai trd
cla chinh ban trong ¢di ddi

doi.

Kinh Thé4nh cé rat \@4"
nhiéu vi du vé c4ch Thién Thién Chiia khong bao gio voi
Chia diung nhing ti€n  vd, nhung Ngai ludn diing gio.
trinh 1au dai dé€ phat trién - \’1?}\
mOt nhan céach, dac biét
vdi cdc nha lanh dao. Ngai mat tim mudi nim d€ chuén bi
Moisen, k€ ca b6n muoi nam trong sa mac. Sudt 14.600 ngay,
Mobisen song trong ddi chd va tw hdi, “Pa dén gis chua?”. Nhung
Thién Chia ct n6i, “Chua dau!”.

Trai vdi cc dé twa cia nhitng cudn sach phd thong, khong
c6 dé twa ndo 1a Nhitng Bude DE Dang Cho Su Trudng Thanh,
hodc Bi Quyét Ciia Viéc Nén Thdnh Titc Khde. Khi mudn dung
mdt cong nam, Thién Chida chi m4t mdt dém; nhung khi mudn
dung mdt cay s6i, Ngai phai mat ca trim nam. Nhiéu linh hon
cao c 16n 1én qua chién d4u, bao t& va nhitng mia khé dau.
Vay, ban hay kién nhin véi ti€n trinh nay. Thanh Giac6bé
khuyén bdo, “Chd gi anh em chitng t6 long kién nhdn dé ra
bdng nhitng viéc hoan hdo, khéng cé chi ddng trdch, khong thiéu
sét diéu gi” (Ge 1, 4).

Ché nan long. Khi Khabacuc nén 1ong vi 6ng khong nghi
Thién Chda ra tay nhanh di, Ngai dap: “Dé la mot thi kién sé
xdy ra vao thoi dn dinh. N6 dang tién nhanh téi ché hoan thanh,
chit khéng lam cho ai thdt vong. Néu né cham tdi thi cie doi cho,
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vi thé nao né ciing dén, chit khéng tri hoan ddau” (Kb 2, 3). Véi
Thién Chua, tri hodn khdng ¢6 nghia 1a t chéi.

Hay nhd, ban da di dugc bao nhi€u; dirng nghi, ban con
phéi di bao xa nita. Ban chwa d&€n noi ma ban mudn dén, nhung
cling ching con dam chin ndi ban titng &. Trong nhiéu nam,
ngudi ta mang mdt hat nit rat dugc yéu chudng vdi nhitng chit
PBPGINFWWMY (Please Be Patient, God Is Not Finished
With Me Yet), “Xin Hay Kién Nhin Vi T6i, Chiia Chua Xong
Viéc Noi T6i”. Phai, Thi€n Chda chua xong véi ban, vay hay
ti€n 1én. C4 con Sc¢ sén ciing bd 1én thu Noe dugc nhd kién
nhén!
-

NGAY HAI MUGI TAM
NGHI VE MUC PiCH POI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tu: DE di dén trudng thanh, nao
dau c6 dudng tit.

Mot cau Kinh Thanh dé nhé: “T6i tin chdc ring,
Ddng dd bdt ddu thuc hién noi anh em mét coéng viéc
t6t lanh nhu thé, cling sé dwa cong viéc do téi chd
hoan thanh cho tdi ngay Puic Kito Giésu quang lam” (Pl
1,6).

Mt cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: Toi can kién tri
va nhan nai hon nita trong 1anh vuc ndo cho su truéng
thanh thiéng li€ng cta t6i?
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MUC PICH # 4

BAN PUGQC TAO THANH
PE PHUC VU THIEN CHUA

“Vay Apolé la gi? Phaolo la gi?

D6 la nhitng t6i t6 da givip cho anh em cé diic tin,
moi nguoi da lam theo khd ndng Chiia ban.
Toi ti‘éng, anh Apdlé tuoi,
nhung Thién Chiia mdi lam cho lon lén”.
(1Cr 3, 5-6)
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CHAP NHAN PHAN VU CUA MINH

“Chiing ta la tdc phdm ciia Thién Chia,
chiing ta dugc dung nén trong Diic Kito Giésu,
dé séng ma thuc hién cong trinh t6t dep
Thién Chiia da chudn bi cho chiing ta”
(Ep 2, 10).

“Con dd ton vinh Cha & dudi dat,
khi hoan tdt céng trinh Cha da giao cho con lam”
(Ga 17, 4).

Ban dugc dit trén trai dat dé€ cong tac.

Ban khong dudc tao dung chi d€ tiéu thu cic ngudn tai
nguyén - d€ an, d€ thd va d€ chi€m khong gian. Thién Chia
thi¢t k& ban d¢€ 1am nén mdt khac biét bing cudc ddi ban.
Nhitng cudn sach ban chay nhat cho bao 15i khuyén Iam céch
nao d€ tdn hudng cude séng cach t6t nhat, d6 khong phai 1a Iy
do Thién Chia tao dung ban. Ban dugc tao dung d€ gdp thém
cho ddi, chit khong phai d€ 14y bét. Thién Chida mudn ban gép
mdt phan nao d6. Pay 12 muc dich thif tr Thién Chida danh cho
dsi ban von dude goi la “stt ménh” hay viéc phuc vu cla ban.
Kinh Thénh cho ching ta nhiéu chi tiét.

Ban dugc tao dyng d€ phuc vu Thién Chia. Kinh Thanh
néi, “Chiing ta la tdc phdm ciia Thién Chiia, chiing ta dugc
dung nén trong Ditc Kité Giésu, dé séng ma thuc hién céng
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trinh t6t dep Thién Chiia da chudn bi cho chiing ta” (Ep 2, 10).
Nhitng “cong trinh t6t dep” nay 1a su phuc vu cda ban. Bt ci
khi ndo ban phuc vu nhitng ngudi khac dusi bat cit hinh thifc
nao, la ban thuc su phuc vu Thién Chida (CI 3, 23-24; Mt 25,
34-35; Ep 6, 7) va hoan thanh mot trong nhitng muc dich cila
Ngai. Trong hai chuong tiép theo, ban s& thay c4ch thitc Thién
Chuia cén than ndn diic ban cho muc dich nay. Piéu Ngai da
no1 véi Gi€rémia ciing ding cho ban: “Trudc khi cho nguoi
thanh hinh trong da me, Ta da biét nguoi; trudc khi nguoi lot
long me, Ta da thdanh hod nguoi, Ta ddat nguoi lam ngén sit cho
chu ddn” (Gr 1, 5). Ban dugc dat trén hanh tinh nay cho mét
nhi¢m vu dac bict.
Ban dugc cdu dj d€ phuc vu
NGAY HAIMUOI CHIN  Thién Chda. Kinh Thanh néi, “Ngai
CHAP N}IANPHAN VU dd ciu dj va kéu goi chiing ta vao din
CUAMINH thdnh cia Ngai, khéng phdi vi cong
kia viéc no chiing ta da lam, nhung la
do ké& hoach va dn siing ciia Ngai”
(2Tm 1, 9a). Thién Chia cttu d6 ban d€ ban ciing ¢6 thé 1am
“cong viéc thanh thién” cliia Ngai. Ban khong dugc ciu dd bdi
viéc phuc vu, nhung ban dudc citu dd d@é¢ phuc vu. Trong vuong
qudc Thién Chda, ban ¢6 mot chd, mot muc dich, mot vai tro
va mot chite nang d€ chu toan. Piéu nay dem lai cho cudc ddi
ban mdt ¥ nghia va mot gié tri 16n lao.

Pé dem lai on cifu dd cho ban, Pitc Giésu da tra gia chinh
mang s6ng Ngai. Kinh Thanh nhic ching ta, “Vi Thién Chiia
da tra gid ddt ma chudc ldy anh em. Vay anh em hdy tén vinh
Thién Chiia noi thdn xdc anh em” (1Cr 6, 20). Chiing ta khéng
phuc vu Thién Chida vi mic cdm tdi 161, s¢ hai hay ngay ca vi
bdn phan, nhung phuc vu Ngai trong niém vui va 1ong biét on
sau xa v& nhitng gi Ngai da 1am cho chiing ta. Chiing ta méc ng
Ngai v€ chinh cudc ddi ciia minh. Ngang qua on cttu dg,
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qué khi ctia chiing ta dudgc thit tha, hién tai cia ching ta ¢6 ¥
nghia va tuong lai cla ching ta duge bdo dam. Trong dnh sang
ctia nhitng h6ng an v6 gia nay, thanh Phaold két luan, “Thua
anh em, vi Thién Chiia thuong xot chiing ta, t6i khuyén nhi anh
em hdy hién ddng thdn minh lam ciia I séng déng, thdnh thién
va dep long Thién Chiia. D6 la cdch thitc ximg hop dé anh em
tho phuong Ngai” (Rm 12, 1).

Thanh Gioan Téng Pé day, phuc vu ngudi khac trong yéu
thuong ching t3 chiing ta thuc su duge cdu d6. Ngaindi, “Chiing
ta biét rang: Chiing ta da tix coi chét budc vao coi séng, vi
chiing ta yéu thuong anh em” (1Ga 3, 14). N&u t6i khong yéu
thuong ngudi khac, khong ao uwde phuc vu ngudi khic, néu t6i
chi ban tAm dén nhu cAu ban than, hay tv héi, liéu Pic Kito
¢6 thuc su & trong t6i khong? Mot tAm hén dude cifu 14 mot
tAm hén mudn phuc vu.

St vu, mot thuat nglr khac danh cho viéc phuc vu Thién
Chtia ciing bi nhiéu ngudi hi€u sai. Khi nghe “si vu”, phan 16n
ngudi ta nghi ngay d&n nhitng muc su, linh muc, gi4o si chuyén
nghiép; th& nhung, Thién Chia néi, mdi thanh vién trong gia
dinh Ngai déu 14 ngudi thi hanh st vu. Trong Kinh Thanh, cic
Wl ngit 167 td va nguoi thi hanh sit vu ddng nghia vdi nhau, cling
nhu viéc phuc vu va sit vu. La Kit6 hitu, ban 1a ngudi thi hanh s&
vu; va khi phuc vu, ban thi hanh s vu clia minh véy.

Khi ba nhac gia
cia Phéré dugc Puc
Giésu chita lanh, tfc o \{?/‘ _
khéc ba “chdi day phuc Néu t6i khong yéu thuong nguoi
vu Ngai” (Mt 8, 15) khdc, khong ao wdc phuc vu nguoi
bi“mg viée dﬁng chinh khdc, hay tu hdi, liéu Piic Kité cé
qui ting stc kho& vira thuc su & trong toi khong?
dugc hdi phuc ctia minh. /\,«q.\.,
Pay ciing 14 diéu ching
ta phai lam. Chiing ta dugc chita lanh d€ phuc vu nhitng ngudi
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khac. Chiing ta dugc chiic lanh d€ trd nén mot phiic lanh. Chiing
ta dugc ciu d€ phuc vu chit khong d€ an khong ngdi rdi, ddi ngay
vé thién dang.

C6 bao gid ban tu hdi tai sao Thi€én Chia khong dua chiing
ta vé thién dang ngay gidy phiit chiing ta dén nhan 4n sing cia
Ngai? Tai sao Ngai lai d€ chiing ta trong th& gidi sa ngd nay?
Ngai d€ chiing ta lai ddy d€ chiing ta hoan thanh nhitng muc
dich cia Ngai. Mot khi ban dudc cttu, Ngai nhdm st dung ban
cho nhirng muc ti€u ciia Ngai. Ngai ¢é mot siz vu cho ban trong
Ho6i Thanh va mdt sit ménh cho ban trong tran gian.

Ban dugc kéu goi d€ phuc vu Thién Chia. Khi con tré,
ban ¢6 thé nghi, dudc Chda “kéu goi” 1a cong viéc chi danh
riéng cho c4c nha truyén gido, muc su, ni tu va cdc nhan sy
“tron thdi gian” khdc; nhung Kinh Théanh lai cho biét, mdi
mot Kitd hitu déu duge kéu goi d€ phuc vu (Ep 4, 4-14; Rm 1,
6-7; 8,28-30; 1Cr 1,2.9.26; 7, 17; P13, 14; 1Pr 2, 9; 2Pr 1, 3).
L&i kéu goi ban dén vé6i on cidtu dd bao ham ca 15i kéu goi ban
dén d€ phuc vu. Ca hai déu gidng nhau. B4t luan ban lam
nghé gi, ban ciing dugc kéu goi d&€ 1am tron thoi gian cong
viéc phuc vu cia mdt Kitdé hitu. Mot “Kité6 hitu khdng phuc
vu”, tv né da mau thuin.

Kinh Thanh néi, “Ngai da citu dj va goi chiing ta vao ddn
thdnh ciia Ngai, khong phdi vi cong kia viéc no chiing ta da
lam, nhung la do k& hoach va én siing ciia Ngai. An siing do,
Ngai dda ban cho chiing ta tw mudn thud trong Piic Kité Giésu”
(2Tm 1, 9). Thanh Phérd néi thém, “Anh em la giéng noi duoc
tuyén chon, la hang tw té¢ viong gid, la dan thdnh, dén riéng
ciia Thién Chia, dé loan truyén nhiing ky céng ciia Ngai” (1Pr
2,9). Bt ctf khi no ban st dung nhitng kha ning Chiia ban dé
giip d3 nhitng ngudi khac, ban dang hoan thanh on goi ctia
minh vay.

Kinh Thé4nh néi, “Gio ddy, anh em thuéc vé mot nguoi
khdc, tirc la thudc vé Déng da duoc Thién Chiia cho séng lai tir
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c6i chét, d& chiing ta sinh hoa két qud cho Thién Chiia” (Rm 7,
4b). Ban danh bao nhiéu thdi gi d€ nén hitu ich cho viéc phuc
vu ctia Thién Chiia? Trong mdt vai Hoi Thanh & Trung Qudc,
ho chao d6n nhitng tin hitu méi dén bing cau “Gid day, Pic
Giésu dang c¢6 mot déi mat méi dé€ nhin, doi tai mdi dé nghe,
doi tay mdi dé€ gitdp d3 va mot tri tim méi d€ yéu thuong
nhitng ngudi khac”.

Mot 1y do khién ban can lién két véi mot gia dinh Hoi
Thénh 12 nhim hoan thanh noi ban on kéu goi phuc vu nhitng
anh em cung tin khic cach thiét thyc. Kinh Thanh néi, “Anh
em la than thé Ditc Kit6, va méi nguoi la mét bé phan” (1Cr
12, 27). Céng viéc phuc vu clia ban hin
rat cAn thiét trong than thé Pic Kit6 - cif
hdi bat ky Hoi Thanh dia phuong nio. Mdi
ngudi ching ta c6 mot vai trd dé thuc hién,
va mdi vai trd déu quan trong. VSi Thién
Chia, khong ¢ viéc phuc vu nao la nhd
bé; tat ca déu dang ké.

Ciing vay, khong st vu nao lai khéng
¢ y nghia trong Ho1 Thanh. Mot vai s vu thi hién nhién, mot
vai sit vu thi Am tham, nhung tat cd déu cé gia tri. Céc st vu
nhé va Am tham thudng tao nén nhitng khic biét 16n lao. 0]
nha t6i, ngon dén quan trong nhat khong phai 14 chiim dén I6n
trong phong &n nhung 13 ngon dén ngi nhd bé giip tdi khoi
trudt chan mdi khi thifc day vé dém. Khdng cé tuong quan
gitta kich ¢d va tim quan trong. Moi st vu déu quan trong vi
tAt ca ching ta déu 1¢ thudc vao nhau trong cong viéc.

Piéu gi x4y ra khi mot mdt bd phan nio d6 trong cd thé
ban khong hoat d6ng? Ban sé& bénh. Phan con lai cia cd thé
ban cling dau. Thit twdng twgng, né€u gan cda ban quyét dinh
b4t dau s6ng cho riéng né: “Tdi mét rdi! T6i khong mudn
phuc vu cd thé nita! T6i muén nghi ngdi mot nam dé tinh dudng.
T61 phai lo cho t6i trude! Hay giao viéc nay cho bd phan nao
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dé”. Piéu gi sé& x4y ra? Co thé ban sé chét. Ngay nay, hang
ngan Hoi Thanh dia phuong dang chét vi c4c Kitd hitu khong
s&n 1ong phuc vu. Ho ngdi bén ngoai nhu nhitng khan gia va
Than Minh Ho6i Thanh van thuong tich.

Ban dugc 1énh phuc vu Thién Chia. Buc Gi€su khéng
hé nham 14n khi né6i: “Con Nguoi dén khong phdi dé dugce nguoi
ta phuc vu, nhung la dé phuc vu va hién dang mang séng lam
gid chudc mudn nguwoi” (Mt 10, 28). PSi véi cdc Kitd hitu,
phuc vu khéng phdi 1a viéc tuy ¥ chon lya, mdt cdi gi dugce
thém vao thdi dung bi€u néu ban c6 thdi gian. Nhung phuc
vu 12 trdi tim d5i séng Kitd. Pic Giésu dén “dé€ phuc vu” va
“trao ban” - va hai dong tf nay ciing dinh nghia ddi sdng cla
ban trén trai dat nay. Phuc vu va trao ban 1am nén muc dich thit
tw Thién Chiia danh cho ddi ban. Lan kia, Me Téréxa néi, “Nén
thanh bao gém lam viéc cia Chda v6i mot nu cudi”.

bic Giésu day, trudng thanh thiéng li€ng tv n6é khdng bao
gid dirng lai. Trudng thanh 1a d€ cho st vu! Trudng thanh dé
cong hién. Sé khong di
néu chi hoc va hoc thém \ﬂ”'/‘
mai. Ching ta phdi hanh  Tygng thanh thieng lieng ne
d@{lg v6i nhitng gi minh no khéng bao gio dimg lai.
biét va ;hu’c hén}}; nhiing Trudng thanh dé céng hién.
gi minh tin. Nhdn ma
khong cho s€ gay nham ‘/‘V’}\
chdn. Hi€u bi€t ma
khong phuc vu din dén tri tré tinh than. So sanh quen thudc
gitta Bién HO Galilé va Bién Chét van ding. Galilé, bién hd
day su s6ng vi khong chi nhan nhung con trao ban. Ngudc lai,
khong su sdng nao & Bién Chét, vi nude khong luu thong, hd &
dong.

biéu cudi cing ma nhiu Kit6 hitu hdm nay van cin dén
12 hoc thém Kinh Thanh. Ho biét qua nhiéu nhung thuc hanh
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qud it. Piéu chiing ta can 14 nhitng kinh nghiém phuc vu, trong
d6 mdi ngudi c6 thé rén luyén cdc co bip thiéng liéng cia
minh.

Phuc vu nghich v6i khuynh huéng tw nhién. Phan 16n thoi
gian, ching ta chim lo “phuc vu ban thdn” hon la phuc vu
ngudi khic. Ching ta n6i, “T61 dang di tim mdt cong doan dap
ttng nhu c4u va chtic Ianh cho t6i”, chit khong phai “Tdi dang di
tim mot cong doan d€ phuc vu va t6i s& trd nén mot phiic 1anh”.
Ching ta mong chd ngu6i khic phuc vu minh, chi khong ngudgc
lai. Th& nhung, mot khi da trudng thanh trong Pic Kitd, viée
tAp trung vio ban than sé chuyén ddn d&€n mot ddi séng phuc vu
tha nhan. Nhitng ngudi theo Pic Gi€su khi da trudng thanh khdng
con tw héi, “Ai s& dap ¢ng nhitng nhu cau ciia t6i?” va ho bit
dau hdi, “T6i cAn dap ¢ng nhitng nhu cu ctlia ai?”. CS bao gio
ban dit cau hoi d6?

CHUAN BI CHO POT bOT

K&t thic nhitng ngay ddi trén tran gian, ban s& didng trudc
nhan Chia va Ngai sé& danh gi4 ban v€ viéc ban phuc vu nhitng
ngudi khéc trong cudc séng. Kinh Thanh néi, “Nhuw vdy, mdi
nguoi trong chiing ta sé phdi trd 1oi vé chinh minh trudc mdt
Thién Chiia” (Rm 14, 12). Ban hdy nghi dén y nghia cia ciu
dé. Ngay kia, Thién Chia sé& ddi chi€u xem bao nhiéu thdi gid
va stc luc chiing ta danh cho ban than so vdi nhirng gi chiing ta
danh ra d&€ phuc vu ngudi khéc.

Liic 4y, moi bao chita quy vé ban than déu trd nén rdng
tué€ch: “Con qua ban” ho#ic “Con ¢é nhitng muc dich riéng”
hoic “Con ban 1am viéc, gidi tri, con phai chudn bi khi vé
huu”. VGi nhitng 161 bao chita nay, Thién Chia s€ tra 161, “That
dang ti€c, con tra 15i sai. Ta tao dung, mdi goi va truyén 1énh
cho con s6ng ddi phuc vu. Chd nao con khong hi€u?”. Kinh Thanh
khuyé&n cdo nhitng ngudi khong tin, “Ngai sé ndi trdan 16i dinh,
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triit con thinh nd xuéng ddu ho” (Rm 2, 8), nhung vdi céc Kitd
hitu, né c6 nghia 13 mat di phan thudng doi doi.

Chiing ta chi c6 th€ s6ng mot cudc sdng day tran khi gidp
dd nhitng ngudi khéc. Bic Giésu néi, “Qud vdy, ai mudn ciu
mang song minh, thi sé mat; con ai liéu mdt mang séng minh vi
t6i va vi Tin Mimng, thi sé citu dugc mang séng dy” Mc 8, 35;
Mt 10, 39; 16,25;1.c9,24; 17,33). Chan Iy nay that quan trong
dén ndi né dudc lap di lap lai dé€n nim 1an trong Tin Mirng.
Néu khdng phuc vu, ban chi hién hitu ma thdi, vi séng 14 phuc
vu. Thién Chidia muén ban hoc biét yéu thuong va hoc phuc vu
ngudi khac cach quang dai.

PHUC VU VA Y NGHIA

R6i ban ciing sé c6ng hi€n ddi minh cho mdt diéu gi dé.
Nhung né sé 1a gi - mot nghé nghiép, mdt mén thé thao, mot
s§ thich, su néi tiéng hay giau c¢6? Khong mot diéu ndo trong
nhitng diéu 4y ¢6 ¥ nghia bén lau. Phuc vu 13 con dudng din
dén y nghia dich thuc. Chinh qua st vua ma chiing ta kh4m pha
¥ nghia ddi minh. Kinh Thanh néi, “Tuy nhiéu nhung chi la mét
thdn thé trong Ditc Kité, méi nguoi lién ddi véi nguoi khdc nhu
nhitng bo phdn ciia mét than thé” (Rm 12, 5). Khi cling nhau
phuc vu trong gia dinh Thién Chia, cudc sdng chiing ta mang
mdt tAim quan trong ddi ddi. Thanh Phaold néi, “Thdt vay, thdn
thé gom nhiéu b phan, chit khéng phdi chi c6 mét ma théi...
Gid nhu tdt cd chi la mot thit bo phdn, thi lam sao ma thanh
than thé dugc?” (1Cr 12, 14.19).

Chida mudn dung ban
d¢€ bi€n di the gidi. Ngai \/‘2”/‘
mudn hanh dong ngang qua
ban. Khéng quan trong
khodng thoi gian cia ddi

ban, nhung quan trong la sé.l’\

Phuc vu la con duong
ddn dén y nghia dich thuc.

294 SONG THEO PUNG MUC DICH



chinh su trao ban cia né. Khong phai ban séng bao ldu, nhung
ban song thé nao?

N&u ban chua dan than vao bat ky mot cong viée phuc vu
hay mdt st vu nao thi bao chra [am sao? Abraham gia nua,
Giacob khéng ¢6 gi bdo dam, Leah khong duyén dédng, Giuse
bi 10i dung, Mdisen ca lam, Gidéon nghéo khs, Samson mé
muodi, Rahab v6 luan, Pavit vung trdm va gia dinh gip bao ric
161, Elia muén chét, Giérémia chdn nan, Giona mién cudng,
Naomi go4 bua, Gioan T4y Gi4 it nita ciing 13 ngudi 1ap di,
Phéré béc déng néng ndy, Matta bdi rdi, Thi€u phu Samaria
dd v8 dén may ddi chdng, Giakéu ching ai thich, Téma nghi
hoic, Phaold kém stc khoé, Tim6té nhit nhat. Nhiéu khi€m
khuyé&t khac nhau, nhung Thién Chda lai ding mdi ngudi trong
stt vu clia ho. C4 ban nita, Ngai ciing sé diing ban néu ban khong
tim céch bao chira.

7\‘3}/ j
NGAY HAI MUGI CHIN
NGHI VE MUC PiCH pOI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tu: Phuc vu khong phai 1a mot
diéu gi my y chon lva.

Mot cau Kinh Thanh dé nhé: “Chiing ta la tdc
phdm ciia Thién Chila, ching ta duoc dung nén trong
Ditc Kité Giésu, dé séng ma thuc hién céng trinh t6t
dep Thién Chiia dd chudn bi cho chiing ta” (Ep 2, 10).

Mt cau héi dé nghién ngdm: Piéu gi dang ngin
trd t6i dap lai 181 mSi goi clia Thién Chia d€ phuc

Lvu Ngai? !
- —~l
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_ DUUCNANDUC
PE PHUC VU THIEN CHUA

“Chinh tay Ngai dd tao tdc nén con”
(G 10, 8a).

“Ta dd gdy dung cho Ta ddn nay,
chiing sé lén tiéng ngoi khen Ta”
(Is 43, 21).

Ban dudc ndn diic d€ phuc vu Thién Chda.

Thién Chiia dung mdi tao vat trén hanh tinh nay véi mot
lanh vuc chuyén mon dic biét. Mot vai loai thi chay, sd khac
thi nhay, s& khAc thi boi hodc dao hang va sd khac lai bay lugn.
MJi loai thé hién mdt vai trd riéng biét dua trén cach thitc Ngai
dinh hinh chiing. Piéu nay ciing diing cho con ngudi. M&i mot
ching ta cling dudc thiét k& hoidc “dugc tao hinh” cach doc ddo
dé€ 1am mdt cong viéc ndo dé.

Trude khi cac kién tric su thi€t k€ mdt toa nha, ho tr hoi,
“Muc dich ctia né 1a gi? N6 sé dudc stt dung thé nao?”. Chite
ning dugc nhdm dén luén xdc dinh hinh dang cia toa nha.
Cing vay, trude khi tao dung ban, Thién Chia da quyét
dinh ban s& thé€ hién vai trd nao trén trai dat nay. Ngai hoach
dinh chinh x4c cdch Ngai mudn ban phuc vu Ngai va réi Ngai
tao tadc ban cho nhitng nhi€ém vu dé. Ban la ban theo céch ban
dugc tao dung, bdi vi ban dugc tao dung cho mot s vu dac tha.
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Kinh Théanh néi, “Chiing ta la tdc phdm ciia Thién Chiia,
chiing ta dugc dung nén trong Ditc Kité Giésu, dé séng ma thuc
hién céng trinh t6t dep Thién Chiia da chudn bi cho chiing ta”
(Ep 2, 10). Tit ngit poem (bai tho) trong ti€ng Anh bit ngudn tir
chit Hy Lap c6 nghia 12 “tdc phdm”. Ban la tic ph&m nghé
thuat thd cong cia Thién Chida. Ban khéng phai 1a san phdm
clia mot cong nghé day chuyén, san xuit hang loat cich may
mée. Ban dudc thi€t k& theo ¥y mudn, doc ddo va o nguyén
thuy, 12 mot kiét tac.

Thién Chda chii tdm nén ddc va dinh hinh ban theo cach
thifc von 1am cho st vu cia ban trd nén dic thi. Ngai than
trong hoa tron ADN d€ tao nén ban. Pavit nggi khen vi sy
quan tam ky diéu cda Ngai trén tirng chi tiét, “Tang phii con,
chinh Ngai dd cdu tao, dét tdm hinh hai trong da mdu than con.
Ta on Chiia dd dung nén con cdch la ling, céng trinh Ngai xiét
bao ky di¢u! Hén con ddy biét ré6 muoi muoi” (Tv 139, 13-14).
Nhu As Ethel Waters da néi, “Thién Chia khéng 1am dé
xoang”.

Khong chi ndn diic ban trude khi ban chao ddi, nhung Thién
Chia con hoach dinh cho mdi ngay séng ctia ban hdu hd trg
cho ti€n trinh dinh hinh cda Ngai. Pavit con ndi, “Con mdi
la bao thai, mdt Ngai da thdy; moi ngay doi duoc danh sdn
cho con déu thdy ghi trong sé sdch Ngai, trudc khi ngay ddu
ciia doi con khdi su” (Tv 139, 16). Piéu nay mudn ndi ring,
khdong gi xdy dén trong cudc ddi ban lai khdng ¢ y nghia.
Thién Chiia st dung t4t ca nhitng diu d6 d& n#n diic ban cho
st ménh phuc vu ngudi khac va dinh hinh ban cho viéc phuc vu
Ngai.

Thién Chia khong bao gid lang phi mdt dicu gi. Ngai da
khong trao cho ban cac kha ning, sd thich, tai nang, qua ting,
nhan céch va nhitng kinh nghiém sdng trir phi Ngai nhim s
dung chiing cho vinh quang Ngai. Bing viéc x4c dinh va hi€u
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A 2 ~ ~ N z R
bi€t cac y€u t6 nay, ban c6 thé

khdm pha ¥ dinh ciia Thién Chia - V‘?/‘

danh cho ddi minh. Thién Chiia
Kinh Thénh néi ban 1a mot khong bao gio lang

“phitc hop diéu ky”. Ban 1a su két phi mot diéu gi.

hdp clia nhiéu yéu t6 khac nhau. PE J”\

gitip ban nhd nam yéu & nay, t6i dung chit SHAPE d¢€ viét tit.
Trong chuong nay va chuong ti€p theo, chiing ta s& xét xem
nam y&u td nay, va theo dd, t6i sé gidi thich cach kham ph4 va
st dung SHAPE cia ban.

CACH THUC THIEN CHUA DINH HINH BAN
CHO SU VU CUA BAN

B4t ¢t khi ndo Thién Chda trao mdt nhiém vu cho ching
ta, Ngai luén trang bi cho chiing ta nhitng gi cin thiét d€ hoan
thanh né. Su két hgp céc kha niang theo ¥ mudn ndy dugc goi
la SHAPE cia ban:

Spiritual gifts : Cac qua tang thiéng liéng

Heart : Trai tim, TAm Iong

Abilities : Kha ning, Tai ning

Personality : Tinh tinh, Nhan cach

Experience : Kinh nghiém, Ting trai
SHAPE: PUNG PONG GOI

CAC QUA TANG THIENG LIENG CUA BAN

Thién Chda trao ban nhitng 4n hué thiéng liéng cho mdi tin
hitu @€ ho stt dung ma thi hanh s vu (Rm 12,4-8; 1Cr 12; Ep 4,
8-15; 1Cr 7, 7). Pay la nhitng kha nang dac biét chi ban cho cac
tin hitu &€ ho phuc vu Ngai. Kinh Thanh néi, “Con nguoi séng
theo tinh tw nhién thi khéng doén nhan nhiing gi ciia Than Khi
Thién Chiia, vi cho dé la su dién ro; ho khong thé biét duoc, bdi
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NGAY BA MUOI vi phdi nho Thdn Khi mdi c6 thé xét
PUGC NANDUC dodn” (1Cr 2, 14).
PE PHUC VU THIEN

CHUA Ban khong th€ lam ra hay xing

dang lanh nhan nhifng an hué¢ thiéng

liéng d6 - th& mdi goi 1a qua tdng!
Chiing bi€u hién hdng 4n Thién Chiia danh cho ban. “M4i nguoi
chiing ta da nhdn dugc dn sing tuy theo mitc do Puc Kité ban
cho” (Ep 4, 7). Ban ciing khong thé chon nhitng qua ting minh
thich, chinh Thién Chia dinh doat diéu d6. Thanh Phaold gidi
thich, “Chinh Thdn Khi duy nhdt dy lam ra tdt cd nhitng diéu do
va phdn chia cho méi nguoi mdi cdch, tuy theo y ciia Ngai”
(1Cr 12, 11).

Vi Thién Chia yéu thich su da dang va Ngai mudn ching
ta that dac bi€t nén khong phai ai ai ciing nhin dugc nhirng
qua tang nhu nhau (1Cr 12, 29-30). Ciing th€&, khong ai nhan
dudc moi qua ting. N&u ¢6 tat ca, ban s& khong cn ai nita, va
161 s& phuong hai d&n muc dich clia Thién Chda - d€ day chiing
ta yéu thuong va nudng twa 14n nhau.

Céc an hué thiéng liéng khéng dudce trao ban d€ nhim 1gi
ich cho riéng ban nhung nhim Idi ich tha nhan, ciing nhu nhitng
ngudi khac 1anh nhin nhitng 4n hué vi 1gi ich cia ban. Kinh
Thénh néi, “Thdn Khi t6 minh ra mdi nguoi mot cdch, la vi ich
chung” (1Cr 12, 7). Thién Chia dv liéu phuong cach nay dé
mdi ngudi bi€t cAn dén ngudi khac. Khi cling nhau st dung
nhifng qua ting, (4t ca ching ta déu hudng 1¢i ich. Néu nhitng
ngudi khac khong st dung qua ting cia ho, ban bi mat mat; va
néu ban khong st dung qua ting cia minh, ho bi thiét thoi.
Pay 1a 1y do tai sao ban dugc 1€nh phai kham pha va lam
trién nd cac qua ting thiéng liéng clia minh. C6 bao gid ban
danh thdi gid d€ khdm pha nhitng qua ting thiéng liéng clia
ban khong? Qua khéng duge md ching gia tri gi.

BAt cif khi ndo ban quén nhitng su that cin ban vé cac an
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hué, x4o trdn trong Hoi Thanh thudng ludn x4y ra. Hai van dé
chung thudng gap 1a ghen ghét va dé'ky. Ghen ghét xdy ra khi
ching ta dem so sanh cdc 4n hué¢ cia minh vdi 4n hué cia tha
nhan, rdi cam thay khong hai long véi nhitng gi Chida ban cho
minh va trd nén buc tifc hoic ghen ti vé cich thitc Thién Chia
stt dung nhitng ngudi khac. B3 ky phét sinh khi chiing ta twdng
rang moi ngudi déu c6 cling nhitng 4n hué nhu minh, cling 1am
nhitng viéc nhu ching ta duge mdi goi 1am va cling cAm thay
say m¢€ nhitng cdng vi€c d6 nhu ching ta say mé. Kinh Thanh
néi, “Cé nhiéu viéc phuc vu khdc nhau, nhung chi cé mét Chiia”
(1Cr 12, 5).

Do6i khi, qua ting thiéng liéng dudc nhan manh qua mifc
dén ndi ban quén di nhitng y&u t6 khiac ma Thién Chida ciing
diing @€ dinh hinh ban cho viéc phuc vu. C4c 4n hué ctia ban
mac khai bi quyét dén dén viéc khdm phd ¥ mudn cia Thién
Chiia cho s vu cia ban, nhung ching khong phai la toan bo
bitc tranh. Thién Chida con dinh hinh ban trong bén phudng
cach khac nira.

SHAPE: LANG NGHE TIENG LONG CUA BAN

Kinh Théanh diing ti¥ ngit tdm long, trdi tim &€ mo ta bao
khét khao, hy vong, s3 thich, tham vong, udc mo va nhitng cAm
xtic cda ban. TAm 10ng chinh 14 ngudn phat sinh moi ddng luc
thic ddy ban - nhitng gi ban thich 1aAm nh4t, nhitng gi ban quan
tAm nhat. Ngay c4 ngay nay, tf nay van dudc dung khi ngudi
ta néi, “Anh yéu em véi ca tdm long”.

Kinh Thénh néi, “Nudc phdn
chiéu khudn mdit, tdm tu phdn dnh con V‘é}/‘
nguoi” (Cn 27, 19). Long ban cho Qua khéng dugc md
thdy con nguoi thdt cia ban - that chdng gid tri gi.
su ban 1a ai, khéng phai nhitng gi J”\
nhitng ngudi khic nght vé ban hay v
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hoan cinh nao budc ban trd nén nhu vay. Long ban quyét dinh
tai sao ban ndi nhitng gi ban ndi, cdm xiic theo cach ban cidm
xuc va hanh déng theo cach ban hanh dong (Mt 12, 34; Tv 34,
7; Cv4,23).

Vé mat thé 1y, mdi ngudi ching ta ¢é sé nhip tim duy
nhat. Ciing nhu mdi ngudi ¢6 dau van tay duy nhat, v&t mit,
giong ndi va nhip dap cda tim chiing ta ciing khong gidng véi
clia ai khéc. That la ling, ci hang ty ngudi da tirng song trén
trai dat, nhung khong ai ¢6 nhip tim chinh x4c vé6i nhip tim clia
ban.

Cing mot cach 4y, Thién Chia trao ban cho mdi ngudi
“nhip tim” finh cdm riéng biét von s& rung I1én khi chiing ta
nghi dén nhitng su vat, nhitng sinh hoat hay hoan cdnh ma chiing
ta yéu thich. Ty nhién, ching ta quan tdm mot s viéc cling
nhu khong lwu ¥ dén nhitng viéc khic. PAy 1a nhitng manh méi
gitip ban biét nén chon phuc vu & lanh vuc ndo.

Mot tir ngit khac cda con tim 14 say mé. C6 nhiu viéc ban
cam thdy say mé, nhitng viéc khéc thi chdng nghi t6i. Mot s6
viéc 1am ban phan ch&n va thu hit ban ngay, dang khi ¢6 nhitng
viéc khién ban phat chdn dén chdy nudc mit. Nhitng diéu nay
cho thay ban chat 1ong ban.

Khi 16n 1én, hén ban s&
khdm phd ring, ¢6 nhing \!“Z’j‘
diéu ban rat yéu thich, dang Khi ban lam didu mink
khi trong gia dinh ban, chang N ﬁz’ch khéne cin ai
ai budn dé y. Nhitng s3 thich youdes Mers

’ ong vién.
nay phét xuat tr dau? Chuing
dén tr Thién Chda. Ngai c6 \/1??/\
muc dich khi ban cho ban nhitng s3 thich bAm sinh nay. Nhip
tim tinh cAm 12 chia kho4 thit hai gitip hi€u dinh dang clia ban
cho viéc phuc vu. Pirng khong hay biét dén nhitng sd thich clia
minh. Hay xét xem, chiing ¢6 thé dudc ding cho vinh quang
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Chia th& ndo. P6 1a 1y do khién ban vui thich khi 1am nhitng
diéu nay.

Kinh Thanh lap di l4p lai nhiéu 1an, “Hay hét long phung
sy Chiia” (Bnl 11, 13; 1Sm 12, 20; Rm 1, 9; Ep 6, 6). Thién
Chitia mudn ban say mé phuc vu Ngai, chit khong phuc vu Ngai
vi b6n phan. Hi€m th4y ai xuét sc trong cong viéc ma ho
khong thich ciing khong say mé. Thién Chida mudn ban diing
nhitng sd thich tw nhién cia minh d€ phuc vu Ngai va phuc vu
nhitng ngudi khic. Viéc ling nghe nhitng
nhic nhd bén trong c¢6 thé chi cho ban
stt vu Chida mudn ban thi hanh.

Lam sao ban biét khi nao ban dang
hé&t 1ong phuc vu Thién Chiia? DAu hiéu
16 rang dAu tién 1 sw nhiét tinh. Khi ban
lam di¢u minh yéu thich, khéng cin ai
ddng vién, thach thic hay ki€ém so4t ban
cd. Ban 1am chi vi hoan toan vui thich. Ban khong cin phan
thudng, khen ngdi hay trd ¢c6ng, bdi 1€ ban vui thich phuc vu
theo cach dé. Piéu ngudc lai ciing ding: Khi khong thiét tha
vdi diéu dang 1am, ban d& nan chi.

Pic tinh thit hai cda viéc phuc vu Thién Chida hét 1ong 1a
hiéu qud. BAt it khi ndo ban 1am diéu Chiia khi€n ban yéu thich
lam, ban s& Iam gidi. Say mé din d&€n hoan hio. Néu ban khdng
tha thi€t mot cdng viéc ndo d6, ban khé 1ong thue hién né cach
xuat sic. Ngugc lai, ngudi thanh dat nhat & bt cit 1anh vue ndo
la nhitng ngudi [am vi say mé chi khéng vi nhiém vu hay 1gi
nhuan.

Chiing ta tirng nghe néi, “T61 chon ¢6ng viéc ma té1i khdng
thich @€ c6 nhiéu tién, ¢ ngay t6i sé bd va theo mdt cong viée
thich thid hon”. P6 1a mot sai 1Am 16n. Pirng lang phi cudc doi
trong mot cdng vi€éc khdng thé hién dudc tAm 1ong cla ban.
Hay nhd, nhitng vat quy gi4 nhat trong cudc ddi khong phai 1a
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vdt chdt. So v6i tién clia, ¥ nghia cudc séng quan trong hon boi
phan. Mot ngudi giau nhat trén thé gidi ¢6 14n da néi, “It tién it
ciia ma biét kinh s¢ Ditc Chiia hon c6 cd kho tang ma cit phdi lo
du” (Cn 15, 16).

Pirng nd Iuc chi nhim d&én mot cude sdng nhan ha, bdi 1&
nhan ha thi chwa dd. RSt cudc, né cling khong 1am ban thoa
min. Ban c¢6 thé ¢6 nhiéu clia cai d€ ding dén va van khong
c6 gi d€ coéng hién. Thay vao d6, ban hay nhim “mdt cudc
song t6t dep hon” - phuc vu Thién Chida trong cdng viéc von
thé€ hién 1ong minh nh4t - Hay coi ban thich 1am cong viéc gi -
viéc ma Thién Chia da trao cho ban mdt tdim long d€ thuc
hién - va 16i thuc hién né cho vinh quang Ngai.

NGAY BA MUGCI
NGHI VE MUC biCH pOI TOI

Mét diém dé suy tu: T6i duge ndn dic dé phuc vu
Thién Chuia.

Mot cdu Kinh Thdnh dé nhé: “Cé nhiéu hoat
dong khdc nhau, nhung van chi cé mét Thién Chiia

Nt

lam moi su trong moi nguoi” (1Cr 12, 6).

Mt cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: Bing cach nio t6i
¢6 thé thdy minh dang say mé phuc vu ngudi khac va
y&u thich cong viéc d6?

L

— /ﬁ\f}i’
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HIEU BIET PINH DANG CUA BAN

“Tang phii con chinh Ngai da cdu tao,
dét tdm hinh hai trong da mdu thdan con”.
(Tv 139, 13).

Chi ban mdi ¢6 thé 1a ban.

Thién Chia thiét k& doc ddo mdi ngudi d€ khong mot
ban sao nao trén tran gian nay gidng ban. Khong ai ¢6 dugc
nhitng thanh t§ da 1am nén ban vén doc nhat v nhi nhu thé.
Nghia 12 khong ai trén trai dat c6 kha ning ddm nhiém vai trd
ma Thién Chia du dinh trao cho ban. N&éu ban khong gép phan
doc d4o clia minh vao Than Thé Pic Kitd, khong ai ¢ thé
thay th&. Kinh Théanh néi, “Cé nhiéu ddc siing khdc nhau... C6
nhiéu viéc phuc vu khdc nhau... Cé nhiéu hoat dong khdc nhau”
(1Cr 12, 4-6). Trong chuong trudc, ching ta xét hai yéu 16:
nhitng 4n hué thiéng liéng va tAm 1ong cda ban. Bay gid, ching
ta s& tim hi€u cic yé&u t6 con lai vé dinh dang cia ban trong
vi€c phuc vu Chua.

SHAPE: SUDUNG CAC KHA NANG CUA BAN

Kha ning clia ban 1a nhitng tai ning ban c6 tv bAm sinh.
Mot s6 ¢6 kha ning to nhién vé néi ning: lot 1ong me, ho da
sém 10i khau! S6 khéc c6 kha niang tu nhién vé thé thao, phéi
hdp van dong tay chan rat tai tinh. Ciing ¢6 nhitng ngudi khac
lai gidi todn hoc, 4&m nhac hodc may mdéc ¢o khi.
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Khi Thién Chia muén dung L&u Hoi Ngo va tat ca nhitng
vat dung diing cho viéc thd phugng, Ngai da cung cip nhitng
nghé nhin va thg thi c¢dng von dude “déi dao thdn khi ciia
Thién Chiia, dé né thanh nguoi khéo tay, giéi giang va lanh nghé
ma lam moi céng viéc, dé né nghi ra nhitng tdc phdm nghé thuat,
lam bdng vang, bac hay déng, mai ngoc dinh do, cham gé va thuc
hién moi cong viéc” (Xh 31, 3-5). Ngay nay, Thién Chiia van
ban nhitng kha ning nay va hang ngan kha niang khéc d€ nhan
loai ¢6 thé phung su Ngai.

Moi kha niing cta ching ta déu dén tir Thién Chia.
Ngay nhitng kha nang ding d€ pham tdi ciing do Chia ban; chi
vi ching bi ding sai va bi lam dung. Kinh Thanh néi, “Chiing
ta cé nhitng ddc sing khdc nhau, tuy theo on Chiia ban cho mdi
nguoi” (Rm 12, 2a). Vi nhitng kha ning tv nhién clia ban dén
t0 Thi€n Chda, nén ching cling that quan trong va “thiéng
thanh” khéng khac chi nhitng 4n hu¢ thi€éng li€ng ban c¢6. Khic
nhau & chd, ban dudc ban chiing ngay tr khi mdi sinh.

Mot trong nhitng 13i bao chita phd bién ngudi ta dwa ra dé
vién ¢d cho viéc khong phung sy Thién Chia 1a “Chi vi t6i
khong ¢6 kha nang”. That budn cudi. Ban c6 hang t4, cling ¢6
thé hang tram kha nang chua dudc khai thac, chwa duge nhén ra
hay chwa dugc diing dén vén dang tiém 4n trong ban. Nhiéu
cudc nghién citu cho thay, trung binh mdt ngudi c6 tr 500 dén
700 k§ nang va kha ning khac nhau - nhiéu hon ban tudng.

Ch#ng han, bd ndo clia ban ¢6 thé chita d€n 100 ngan ty
dit liéu. Ly tri cia ban ¢ thé dinh doat 15.000 quyét dinh
trong mot gidy, chdng han trudng hdp khi hé tiéu hod clia ban
hoat dong. Mii ban ¢ thé ngti 10.000 mui khac nhau. Xic
gidc clia ban ¢6 th€ cAm nhan mot vat day 1/25.000 inch., va
u3i ban ¢6 thé ném dude mot don vi quinine trong 2 triéu don
vi nuc. Ban 1 két tinh cia vé van kh3 niang khong thé tin
dudc, 12 mdt tao vat diéu ky cda Thién Chia. Mot phan trach
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nhiém cda HOi Thanh 14 nhin ra va ding cdc kha nang ctia
ban d€ phung sy Chia.

Moi kha niing déu c6 thé duge sit dung cho vinh quang
Chia. Thanh Phaold néi, “Vay, du dn, dit uéng, hay bdt cit lam
viéc gi, anh em hdy lam tdt cd dé tén vinh Thién Chiia” (1Cr 10,
31). Kinh Thénh chifa dung rat nhiéu vi du vé céc kha ning
khéc nhau ma Thién Chia st dung cho vinh quang Ngai. 6]
day chi1a mot s6 it cac kha nang dude dé cap trong Kinh Théanh:
kha niang nghé thuat, kha ning kién tric, quan tri, nuéng banh,
déng tau, 1am keo, tranh luan, thi€t k€&, up xéc, théu thia,
khic cham, 1am ndng, ddnh c4, 1am vudn, 1anh dao, t8 chc,
lam né, soan nhac, ché€ tao vii khi, khau va, vé tranh, trong
trot, tri€t 1y, st dung co khi, ph4t
minh, 1dm mdc, 141 tau, budn bdn,
lam linh, may d6, day dd, viét vin
va lam thd. Kinh Thdnh ndi1, “Cd
nhiéu ddc sing khdc nhau... cé nhiéu
viéc phuc vu khdc nhau... C6 nhiéu
hoat déng khdc nhau, nhung vdn chi
c6 mot Thién Chiia lam moi su trong moi nguoi” (1Cr 12, 6).
Thién Chia da du liéu mot chd trong Hoi Thanh clia Ngai, noi
ma kha niang chuyén moén cia ban sé tod sang va ban cé thé
déng gép phan doc ddo clia minh. Chinh ban phai lua chon dé
tim ra vi tri dé.

Chida ban cho mot s& ngudi kha niang 1am ra nhiu tién.
Moéisen néi v6i nhitng ngusi Do Théi, “Anh em hay nhd Duic
Chiia, Thién Chia ciia anh em, vi Ngai ban cho anh em ndng
luc tao ra sw giau cé, dé Ngai giit viing giao wdc da thé véi cha
ong anh em, nhuw anh em thdy hém nay” (Pnl 8, 18). Nhitng
ngudi ¢6 kha nang nay, gidi kinh doanh budn ban va git hai
1gi nhuan. N&u c6 kha niang nay, ban cling hdy ding né cho
vinh quang Chia. Bing céch nao? Trudc hét, hiy biét kha niing
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cia ban dén tr Ngai va tin nhiém Ngai. Thit dén, dung
viéc kinh doanh d€ phuc vu nhu ciu clia nhitng ngudi khac
va chia sé niém tin clia ban cho nhitng ngudi chua tin. Thi
ba, hdy dang it nhat mdt phan mudi I¢i nhuan cla ban cho
Chida va xem day 1la mdt hanh vi thd phugng (Pnl 18, 23; Ml 3,
8-11). Cudbi ciing, hay dit muc dich cia ban 12 tr§ thanh
mdt Ngudi X4y Dung Nudce Chia hon chi 1a mdt Ngudi
Xay Dung Ciia Cai Tran Gian. Piéu nay sé dugc gidi thich
& chuong 34.

Piéu t6i c6 kha niing lam ciing 1a diéu Chda mudn toi
lam. Ban 12 ngudi duy nhat trén tri dat ¢6 thé st dung kha ning
clia minh. Khong ai ¢6 th€ nhan vai trd nay thay ban, vi ho
khdng c6 dinh dang doc ddo Thi€én Chida da ban cho ban. Kinh
Thénh néi, Thién Chiia trang bi cho ban “moi on lanh dé cé sitc
thi hanh thdnh ¥ Ngai” (Dt 13, 21). P& kham ph4 y mudn clia
Thién Chida danh cho dGi ban, ban hay nghi€ém tic xét xem dau
la s& trudng, sd doan ciia minh.

Néu Chda khong cho ban mdt giong hat véi Am vuc that
t6t, hdn Ngai sé khéng tréng mong ban trd thanh mot ca si
opéra. Ngai khong bao gid doi ban c6ng hié€n cudc ddi vao
mot cdng viéc ban khong ¢6 kha nang. Pang khac, nhirng kha
nang chinh ban dang ¢6 1a mdt

bi€u thi manh mé vé nhimng gi \‘f‘/’]‘

Chtia mudn ban thuc hiél} trong Didu t6i c6 khd ning
dﬁzi mi/nh. b6 1a nhﬁ’/ng dau mo1 lam ciing la didu Chiia
d€ bi€t dugc y mudn cliia Ngai mudn toi lam.
danh cho ddi ban. Néu ban gidi \/1,’?/\

thiét k€&, tuyén chon ngudi, hoi

hoa, hay t8 chic, thi rat ¢6 thé, k& hoach ciia Thién Chia danh
cho ban c6 lién hé mot cdch ndo d6 véi nhitng k§ ning Ay.
Thién Chia khong lang phi c4c khé niang; Ngai két hdp khon
khéo on kéu goi va kha ning mdi ngudi.
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Kha nang dudc trao ban cho ban khong chi @€ ban ki€m
song; nhung Ngai trao tang ching d€ ban phuc vu. Thanh Phérd
néi, “On riéng Thién Chiia ban, mdi nguoi trong anh em phdi
diung ma phuc vu ké khdc. Nhw vdy, anh em mdi la nhiing nguoi
khéo qudn ly dn hué thién hinh van trang cia Thién Chia”
(1Pr 4, 10).

; Khi t6i viét nhitng diéu nay, cé
NGAY BAMUOGIMOT  d&n gin 7.000 ngudi dang ding khé
HIEUBIET nang ctiia ho cho s vu tai H6i Thanh
DINHDANG CUABAN  Saddleback, ho dan than dudi moi
hinh thifc phuc vu ma ban c6 thé nghi
t6i: stta chita nhitng xe cii ngudi ta bi€u d€ ting cho nhitng ai
can; tim mua vat dung cho cdng doan vdi gia ré nhat; 1am dep
canh quan; quan Iy tu li¢u; thi€t k&€ nghé thuat, céc chuong
trinh va c4c toa nha; chim séc sic khoé; niu in; sdng tac
nhac; day nhac; viét nhitng du 4n; huan luyén doan thé; nghién
cttu hodc chuyén dich céc bai gidng va hang trim cong viéc
chuyén mon khic. Ngudi ta néi véi nhitng ngudi méi dén, “Gidi
vi€éc gi, anh chi em hay lam vi¢c d6 cho HO1 Thanh!”.

SHAPE: SUDUNG CA TINH CUA BAN

Mbi ngudi chiing ta khong 1am sao biét minh doc ddo nhu
th& nao. Cac t& bao ADN c6 thé két hdp vdi nhau bing mudn
van c4ch thite. Con s d6 1a 10 Iu§ thira 2 ngan 400 tri¢u. Picu
dé cho thay khong bao gid ban tim dugec mot ngudi gidng hét
ban. N&u phai viét con sd d6 ra véi mot con sd zéro rong chi 1
inch, ban can d&€n mot cudn gidy dai 37.000 diam!

Pé d& hinh dung, mot vai nha khoa hoc phdng doén ring,
toan thé céc phan tif trong vii tru ciing chi khoang 10 liy thira
76, con s6 d6 van it hon nhiéu so véi xé4c sudt két hgp cac phan
tf ADN ctia ban. Tinh doc nhat cia ban 1a mot su kién khoa
hoc trong cudc ddi. Khi Thi€én Chida tao dung ban xong, Ngai
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dap v& chi€c khudn. Chua tirng ¢6 va ciing sé€ khong bao gid ¢6
mot ai hoan toan giéng ban.

That hién nhién, Thién Chia yéu thich su da dang -
ban chi cAn rdo mit chung quanh! Ngai tao dung mdi ngudi
ching ta v6i sy k&t hop duy nhat nhitng nét c4 tinh riéng.
Ngai tao dung nhi’ng nguoi hudng ndi, nhirng nguoi huong
ngoai. Ngai tao dung nhitng ngudi thich né nép, ngudi thich
phong phii. Ngai tao dung nhitng “nguoi suy tw”, s6 khéc lai 1a
“nguoi cdm tinh”. Mot sd thi 1am viéc that t6t khi dudc trao
trdch nhiém c4 nhan, dang khi s6 khéc lai Iam t6t hon trong
mot nhém. Kinh Thénh ndi, “C6 nhiéu hoat déng khdc nhau,
nhung van chi cé mét Thién Chiia lam moi su trong moi nguoi”
(1Cr 12, 6).

Kinh Théanh cho chiing ta rat nhiéu chitng cif vé viéc Thién
Chda st dung tat ca cac loai c4 tinh. Thanh Phérd 14 ngudi lac
quan, thanh Phaol6 1a ngudi ndng tinh, dang khi Gi€rémia thi

u sdu. Nhin vao nhitng c4
tinh khéac nhau cia Nhém

\L&- - Mudi Hai, ban d& hiéu tai

T6t biét bao, khi ban lam sao do6i khi gifta ho x4y ra
diéu Chiia mudn ban lom khi  xung dot,
Ngai tao dung ban. P41 vdi st vu, thi

N - Kkhéng c6 tinh khi nay Ia

“ding”, tinh khi kia 1a
“sai”. P& Hoi Thanh dudc quéan binh va phong phi huong vi,
chiing ta cin tat ca cic loai tinh khi. Th¢ gidi sé tré nén mot
ndi budn té néu t4t ca ching ta chi tod toan mii vani. May
thay, mdi ngudi c6 dé€n hon ba muoi mot hudng vi.
C4 tinh cda ban s€ 4nh hudng dén cdch thicc va noi chd
ban st dung nhitng dac 4n va nhirng kha nang thiéng liéng cia
minh. Chang han, hai ngudi ciing ¢6 déc 4n rao giang Tin Mirng,
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nhung néu ngudi nay huéng ndi, ngudi kia huéng ngoai, thi dic
an d6 sé duoc din ta bing nhitng cach thitc khic nhau.

Nhitng ngudi tho rirng biét ring, cura xudi theo thé gd thi
d& hon cua ngudce. Ciing vay, khi ban budc phai thi hanh st vu
theo mot cach thidc “khéng hop” vdi tinh khi cia minh, ban sé
cang thang, khong thodi mai, tiéu tén sic luc va niang luc; va
161 k&t qua lai khong may kha quan. Piéu nay giai thich tai
sao khi bit chudc cdng viéc phuc vu clia ngudi khac, sé khong
bao gid c6 két qua. Ban khong ¢6 nhitng tinh khi ciia ho. Bén
canh dé, Thién Chia tao dung ban dé€ ban trd nén chinh ban!
Ban c6 thé hoc biét guong t6t cia nhitng ngudi khac, nhung
ban phéi loc lva nhitng gi ban nidm bit ngang qua dinh dang
clia minh. Hién nay, c6 rat nhiéu sach va dung cu gitip ban hiéu
biét c4 tinh clia minh, nén ban c6 thé xac
dinh lam sao d€ st dung n6 cho Thién Chda.

Nhu tAm kinh mau, nhitng tinh khi
khéc nhau clia ching ta phan chi€u 4nh
sang Thién Chia nén mudn mau mudn
vé. Piéu nay 1am cho gia dinh Ngai trd
nén siu sic va da dang. Hong an nay dugc
ban cho mdi ngudi ching ta c4ch riéng.
Vay sé& t6t biét bao khi ban 1am diéu Chiia muén ban 1am khi
Ngai tao dyng ban. Khi phuc vu cach pht hgp véi ca tinh Chia
ban, ban sé& kinh nghiém dudc su tran diy, su thoa 1ong va hoa
trai cong viéc.

SHAPE: SUDUNG CAC KINH NGHIEM CUA BAN

Ban khong ngirng dudc dinh hinh bdi nhitng kinh nghi¢m
trong cudc séng, tuy phan Ién vugt qua su ki€m soat cia ban.
Thién Chia d€ chiing x4y ra vi muc dich mudn nin dic ban theo
y Ngai (Rm 8, 28-29). Trong khi dinh hinh ¢6ng viéc phuc vu
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cia minh, ban phai xem xét it nita sau loai kinh nghiém ban
da trai qua:

* Kinh nghiém gia dinh: Ban hoc dudc gi khi 16n 1€n trong

gia dinh?

* Kinh nghiém gido duc: Ban thich nhitng mén nao &

trudng?

 Kinh nghiém nghé nghiép: Véi ban, cong viéc nao la

hiéu ning va thich thid nhat?

* Kinh nghiém thiéng liéng: Pau 1a thdi giS y nghia nhat

ma ban danh cho Chia?

¢ Kinh nghiém si# vu: TruGc day, ban da phung su Chda

th& nio?

 Kinh nghiém dau thuong: Tit cic bién cd, ndi dau, gai

géc va thit thach, ban da hoc dudce nhitng gi?

Thién Chia st dung that nhi€u chinh nhitng kinh nghiém
dau thuong nay d€ chuén bi ban cho viéc phuc vu. Ngai khdng
bao gio lang phi mét nbi dau nao! That vy, sit vu cao ca nhat
clia ban hiu nhu chi dén tir ndi dau 16n nhat cda ban. Ai sé
phuc vu nhitng cha me c¢6 con cai bi bai nao hon nhirng déi ban
tirng ¢6 dita tré mic chitng bénh twong tw? Ai sé gidp mdt
ngudi nghién rudu phuc hdi t6t hon ngudi da tiing chién dau va
nay da dugc tu do véi ma men d6? Ai ¢6 thé an di mot ngudi
vd bi rudng bé vi mot cude tinh vung trom t6t hon ngudi dan
ba da trdi qua con hap hdi Ay?

Thién Chia c6' y d€ ban trai qua nhitng kinh nghiém dau
thuong d6 nhim trang bi ban cho viéc phuc vu tha nhan. Kinh
Thanh néi, “Ngai luén ndng dé vi an chiing ta trong moi con
gian nan thit thach, dé sau khi da dugc Thién Chiia ndng do,
chinh chiing ta ciing biét an i nhitng ai ldm cdnh gian nan

khén khé” (2Cr 1, 4).
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Né&u thue su uéc ao duge Thién Chida dung, ban phdi
hi€u r6 chdn 1y nay: Chinh nh@ng ting trdi ma ban cdm
thdy phan nd va hdi ti€c nhat trong cudc dSi - nhitng cdm
nghiém ma ban mudén gidu kin hodc quén di - lai 1a diéu
Thién Chda mudén ban ding d€ gitip d3 ké khac. Ching 1a
st vu ciia ban!

Pé Chia c¢6 thé dung nhitng kinh nghiém dau thuong clia
ban, ban hay sdn sang chia sé ching. Ban dirng che gidu nita,
nhung hay chan thanh nhin nhan nhitng 13i 1Am, that bai va s¢
hdi cda minh. Bing céch
4y, ¢6 18 st vu cla ban sé&

dat hiéu qué nhat. Nhitng - \4?" -

ngudi khéc sé duge khich Dé Chiia c6 thé ding
1¢ nhiéu hon khi ching ta ~ 7hiing kinh nghiém dau
chia sé cach thdc an sing thuong ciia bgn, ban hdy
Thién Chia trg gidp trong san sang chia sé ching.

con yéu dudi hon 1a khi - \/Jh

ching ta khodc lac vé su
manh mé cia minh.

Hiéu 16 su that nay, thanh Phaold da thanh that thd 16
nhitng chin ngén clia minh. Ngai nhin nhan, “Thdt thé, thua
anh em, chiing t6i khong muén dé anh em chdng hay biét gi vé
néi gian trudn chiing t6i da gdp bén Axia: chiing téi dd phdi
chiu dung qud mitc, qud stic ching t6i, dén ndi chiing t6i khong
con hy vong séng ndi, nhung chiing téi da mang dn tit noi chinh
bdn than réi, dé chiing t6i khéng tin tudng vao chinh minh, ma
vao Thién Chiia, Ddng lam cho ké chét tréi day. Chinh Ngai da
citu va sé con citu chiing t6i khéi mot cdi chét nhu thé. Ngai la
Ddng chiing téi tréng cdy, Ngai sé con citu chiing téi nita”
(2Cr 1, 8-10).

Néu thanh Phaold cit gitt kin kinh nghiém nghi ngd va su
nan chi ciia minh, hang triéu ngudi s€ khoéng bao gid hudng
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dugc ich 1gi cia né. Chi nhitng kinh nghiém dudc chia sé mdi
c¢6 thé gitp ké khac. Aldous Huxley néi, “Kinh nghiém khéng
phéi 12 nhitng gi xdy dén vdéi ban. Nhung d6 1a nhitng gi ban
lam véi diéu da xay ra véi minh”. Ban sé lam gi vdi diéu ban
da trai qua? Ping lang phi ndi dau; hiy diing né d€ phuc vu ké
khéc.

Sau khi da xem xét nam céch thiic Thién Chia diing dé
dinh hinh ban cho viéc phuc vu, t6i hy vong ban ¢6 dugc mdt
nhan thic su xa hon vé quyén t6i thudng cia Thién Chia, dong
thdi hiéu 16 hon céch thitc Ngai da chuén bi ban cho muc dich
phung sy Ngai. Stt dung dinh dang ctia minh 12 bi quyét dem
lai hoa trai va su tran day trong khi thi hanh s vu."”’ Ban sé thi
hanh st vu hitu hiéu nhat khi sit dung nhitng dn hué va nhitng
khd nang thiéng liéng cia minh trong mot 1anh vuc ma thdm
tdm ban ao wdc va theo mot cach thie thé hién 16 nét cd tinh
va nhitng kinh nghiém clia ban nhit. Cang phi hdp vdi cdng
viéc, ban cang thanh cong.

15 Pé& ich 1¢i hon, ban c6 thé diat mua bd biang Class 301, Discovering Your
Shape for Ministry, trong d6 c6 cd phuong phap gitip xdc dinh SHAPE.

|98]
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NGAY BA MUGI MOT
NGHI VE MUC PiCH POI TOI

Mt diém dé suy tu: Khong ai khac c6 thé 1a t6i.

Mot cau Kinh Thdanh dé nhé: “On riéng Thién
Chiia ban, mdi nguoi trong anh em phdi diing ma phuc
vu ké khdc. Nhu vdy, anh em mdi la nhitng nguoi khéo
qudn Iy dn hué thién hinh van trang cia Thién Chiia”
(1Pr 4, 10).

Mot cau héi dé nghién ngdm: Toi c6 thé cong
hi€n cho Ho6i Thanh kinh nghiém c4 nhan hay kha
nang nao ma Chda da ban? ‘
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SU DUNG NHUNG Gi CHUA BAN CHO BAN

“Chiing ta ciing vay:
tuy nhiéu nhung chi la mot than thé trong Pitc Kitd,
mdi nguoi lién déi voi nhitng nguoi khdc
nhu nhitng bo phan ciia mét than thé”
(Rm 12, 5).

“Ban la ai,
la qua tang Chiia danh cho ban.
Ban lam gi vdi chinh minh,
la qua tang ban danh cho Chiia”
(Ngan ng* Pan Mach).

Thién Chia xitng vdi nhitng gi t6t dep nhat noi ban.

Ngai nin dic ban cho mdt muc dich, va Ngai mong mdi
ban Iam t6t nhat vdi nhitng gi ban dudc trao ban. Ngai khong
mudn ban phai lo 1ing va khat khao nhitng kha ning ban khong
c6. Thay vao d6, Ngai mudn ban tap trung vao nhifng tai ning
sdn ¢6 ma Ngai da ban.

Khi ban tim cdch phung su Chia trong mot cong viéc khdng
phit hgp véi dinh hinh phuc vu ctia minh, diéu dé khéc chi viée
ban c& ép cai ch6t vudng vao mot 18 tron. N6 gay nén chi va
k&t qua thi rat gidi han. N6 ciing lam mAt thdi gid va tiéu t6n
nang luc. ST dung t6t nhat cudc ddi cia ban 13 phung su Chia
theo dinh hinh ctia minh. € 1am dudc diéu dé, ban phai khdm
phé cho dudc dinh dang clia minh, hoc biét dén nhan va tan
hudng né, r6i phat huy né d&n mifc 61 da.
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KHAM PHA PINH DANG CUA BAN

Kinh Thanh néi, “Vi thé, anh em ditng hod ra ngu xudn,
nhung hdy tim hiéu dau la y Chiia” (Ep 5, 17). Pitng d€ thém
mot ngy tréi qua. Hay bit ddu tim ki€m va lam sang té diéu
Chida mudn ban trd thanh va mudn ban thuc hién.

Hay bdt ddu biing viéc xdc dinh nhitng héng 4n va
kha niing. Hiy xét xem mdt cdch thanh thuc va thau ddo,
dau 1a sd trudng, ddu 1a sd dodn cda ban. Thdnh Phaold
khuyén, “Dung di qud mitc khi ddnh gid minh, nhung hdy
ddnh gid minh cho diing mitc” (Rm 12, 3b). Hay liét k€. Hay
xin y ki€n thing thin clia nhitng ngudi khac. Hiy néi véi ho
ban cin biét sy that chd khong phai 15i khen. An hué thiéng
liéng va nhitng kha ndng tv nhién luén
duge x4dc quyét bdi nhitng ngudi khéc.
Néu ban nghi, ban dudc on d€ 1am mot
thay gido hay mdt ca si dang khi khéng
ai nghi nhu th&, ban s€ nghi sao? Néu
ban mudn bi€t minh ¢6 on 1anh dao hay
khéng, chi cAn nhin chung quanh! N&u
khong ai theo ban, ban kh6ng phai 1a nha
lanh dao.

Hay dit nhitng ciu hdi: Piu 1a thanh qua trong doi t6i
ma nhitng nguoi khdc da xdc quyét? Toi da thanh cong & lanh
vic nao? Nhitng tric nghiém vé an hué thiéng liéng va ki€m
dinh céc kha nang c6 thé cho thdy mot vai gid tri, nhung su
hitu dung cia chiing lai rat gi6i han. Truéc hét, vi da dudc tiéu
chuén ho4, nén ching khong dugc k€ 1 nét doc d4o cilia ban.
Thit dén, trong Kinh Thanh khong mot dinh nghia ndo néi dén
céc an hué thiéng liéng dudc ban, nén bat ¢ dinh nghia nao
cling vo doan va thudng ti€u bi€u cho thién kién cia mot hé
phai nao d6. Mot van dé khac 13, cang trudng thanh, ban cang
boc 16 tinh cach clia mot s6 cac an hué. Ban ¢ thé phuc vu,
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day dd hoic quang dai cong hi€n nhd trudng thanh hon 13 nhd
nhi'ng an hué thiéng liéng Chia ban.

Céch t6t nhat d€ kham ph4 céc 4n hué va kha ning cla
ban 1a thit nghiém trong nhitng 1anh vyc phuc vu khac nhau. T
khi con tré, t6i da 1am hang tram bai tric nghiém vé on Chia
va tric nghiém vé c4c kha niang, viy ma tdi khong bao gid
khdm pha minh ¢6 on giang day, bdi vi t6i chua bao gio giang
day! Chi sau khi t6i bit ddu ndm bit c4c co hoi d€ néi, t6i mdi
thay két qua; dude ngudi khac thira nhan, va rdi, tdi nhan ra 1a
minh ¢6 on d6, “Chiia da ban on d€ t6i giang day!”.

Véi tién trinh kham ph4 nay, nhiéu cudn sich néi ngugc
lai. Nhitng sach d6 néi ring, “Trudce hét, hdy kham ph4 céc an
hué thiéng liéng, rdi ban sé& biét cong viéc phuc vu ndo danh
cho ban”. Thuc ra, di€u d6 hoan toan trai ngudce. Cif bit tay
phuc vu, ct thi nghi€ém trong c4c c6ng vi€c khac nhau va ban
s€ khdm pha ra cac 4n hué¢ clia minh. Ban s& khong bao gid
bi€t minh gidi mdn gi cho dén khi ban da gin bé véi mot cong
viéc phuc vu.

Ban ¢6 hang ta kha nang \/‘?'/‘
va an hué dang 4n ting ma ban
khong biét, bdi ban khong bao

Ban sé khong bao gio
biét minh gidi nhiing gi cho

gi§ dem ching ra thi nghiém. dén khi ban lam thi
Vi thé, t6i khuyén khich ban ' '
hay thd lam mot vai viéc ma ‘/‘Vm

trudc day ban chwa bao gid 1am. B4t luan tudi tic ban thé ndo,
t6i ciing thic giuc ban dirng ngai tht nghiém. T6i da ting géap
nhiéu ngudi, ho kham phé nhitng tai ning tiém 4n clia minh &
tudi bdy mudi, tim mudi. Ti bi€t mot cu ba & tudi chin mudi,
ba chay va thing trong cudc dua 10 km, va ba da khdong biét
ring, ba chay rat gidi mai cho dén tudi bdy mudi tam!

Pirng tim c4ch hinh dung nhitng 4n hué clia minh trude
khi ban tr nguyén phuc vu & mét 1anh vuc ndo d6. Ct bit tay
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phuc vu. Ban s&€ kham ph4 nhitng 4n hué clia minh bing viéc
dan than phuc vu. Ct thit day d, lanh dao, t8 chifc hodc choi
mdt nhac cu hay cliing 1am viéc véi thanh thi€u nién. Ban sé
khong bao gid biét minh gidi nhitng gi cho dén khi ban 1am
th. Khi n6 khéng hiéu qua, hay coi d6 1a “mot thi nghiém”,
dirng coi 12 mot that bai. Cudi ciing, ban sé& biét ban gidi diu
gl.

Hiay xem xét tAm long va ca tinh ctia ban. Thanh Phaol6
khuyén, “Mdi nguoi phdi xem xét viéc lam ciia chinh minh, va
bdy gio sé cé Iy do dé hanh dién vi chinh
minh, chit khong phdi vi so sdnh véi nguoi
khdc” (Gl 6, 4). M6t 1an nita, ban can
ling nghe phan hdi gép ¥ tif nhitng ngudi
bi€t ban 16 nhat. Hay tv hdi chinh minh:
T6i that sy thich 1am diéu gi nhat? Khi
nio thi t6i cAm thay sinh dong va phan
chan nhat? Céng viéc ndo lam t6i quén cd ngay gid? Tdi thich
cong viéc ¢6 khudén miu hay thich d6i mdi? Téi thich ciing
nhém phuc vu hay thich lam viéc mdt minh? T61 huéng ngoai
hay hudng n6i? Toi 1a mdt ngudi suy tu hay cdm tinh? Gilra
canh tranh va hdp téc, t6i thich diéu nio hon?

Hay xem xét cac kinh nghiém va rat ra bai hoc. Hay
nhin lai i minh va thit hdi n6 da dinh dang ban thé nao? Mdisen
noi véi dan Israel, “Hom nay, anh em - chit khong phdi con cdi
anh em, nhiing ké khong biét va khong thdy - anh em biét bai hoc
DPutc Chiia, Thién Chia ciia anh em, dd day, biét sicc manh lon
lao va cdnh tay manh mé uy quyén ciia Ngai” (Pnl 11, 2). Kinh
nghiém bi lang quén sé& khong ich gi; nén that ¢6 1y do d€ ¢6 mot
nhatky thiéng liéng. Thanh Phaold lo ling cho cAc tin hitu Galata
v& viéc ho c6 thé lang phi nhitng dau khd ho da trai qua, ngai
néi, “Bdy nhiéu kinh nghiém anh em da trdi qua, lai uéng céng
sao? Ma qud that la uéng céng!” (Gl 3, 4).
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Hié€m khi ching ta thAy muc dich t6t 1anh cia Thién Chia
trong cac khé dau, that bai hay x4u hé khi ching dang x3y ra.
Khi Bitc Giésu rira chan cho Phérd, Ngai néi, “Viéc Thdy lam,
bdy gio anh chua hiéu, nhung sau nay anh sé hiéu” (Ga 13, 7).
Chi sau khi su’ viéc x4y ra, ching ta mdi hi€u y dinh cia Thién
Chia trong bién ¢d d6, chi vi Idi ich chiing ta.

Riit ra nhitng bai hoc tir cdc kinh nghiém cia ban doi héi
thdi gian. T6i khuyén khich ban ding tron mot ky nghi cudi
tuin d€ tinh tAm va nhin lai cudc séng, & d6 ban dimg lai dé
xem coi cach thitc Thi€én Chida hoat dong tirng lic trong ddoi
minh va xét xem cach thifc Ngai muén ban ding nhitng bai
hoc d6 d€ gidp nhitng ngudi khac. Nhiéu tai liéu c6 thé gitp
ban lam cOng viéc nay.'°

CHAP NHAN VA VUI HUGNG PINH DANG
CUA BAN

Vi Chia biét diéu gi t6t nhat cho ban, nén ban hdy dén
nhan dudng 161 Ngai vach vé trong niém tri 4n. Kinh Thanh
n6i, “Hdi nguoi, ban la ai, ma ddm cdi lai Thién Chiia? Chdng
Ié sdn phdm ma lai néi véi nguoi san xudt: Sao éng lam ra t6i
nhit thé’ nay? Phdi chdng thg gém khéng cé quyén ding dat sét
theo y minh...” (Rm 9, 20-21).

Pinh dang cia ban dugc Thién Chiia toan quyén dinh doat
cho muc dich ciia Ngai, vi th€, ban khong nén viing ving hay
khudc ti né. Thay vi tim cach dinh dang lai chinh minh d€ nén
gidng mot ngudi ndo d6, ban hay vui mirng véi dinh dang ma
Chtia chi ban cho mdt minh ban. “Médi nguoi chiing ta da nhan
dugc dn sung tuy theo mitc dj Puic Kité ban cho” (Ep 4, 7).

Ch4p nhan dinh dang cda minh ciing chinh 13 nhin nhén

1o xem www.purposedrivenlife.com.
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cac gidi han cia ban. Khong ai tai gidi moi chuyén, va cling
khong ai duge kéu goi d€ 1am hét moi chuyén. Mdi ngudi chiing
ta déu c6 mdt vai trd nhat dinh. Thanh Phaold biét ring, on
kéu goi clia ngai khong phai 13 d€ chu tat moi viéc hay lam vui
1ong moi ngudi, nhung chi d€ tap trung vio st vu dic biét ma
Chia da dinh hinh cho ngai (Gl 2, 7-8). Ngai néi, “Vé phdn
chiing toi, chiing t6i sé khong tw hao qud gidi han. Trdi lai,
niém tw hao ciia chiing t6i gidi han trong pham vi Thién Chiia
da quy dinh cho chiing téi, khi dua chiing t6i dén véi anh em”
(2Cr 10, 13).
TU ng@ pham vi n61 1€n su ki€n 1la Thi€én Chida da dinh cho
mdi ngudi chiing ta mot 1anh vuc hay mot méi trudng phuc vu
khéc nhau. Pinh dang ctia ban x4c dinh chuyén mén cia ban.
Khi ching ta tim cdch ndi rong st vu ctia minh vugt qua nhirng
gi Chiia dinh, ban s& cAm thay cing thing. Nhu trong mot cude
dua, mdi tay dua dugc danh cho mdi lin ranh khac nhau, mdi
ngudi ching ta cling “Hdy kién tri chay trong cudc dua danh
cho ta” (Dt 12, 1c). Pirng ghen ti vi ngudi chay trong 1in ranh
bén canh, hiy chi tap trung d€ hoan thanh cudc dua ciia ban.
Chida mudn ban vui thich st dung dinh dang Ngai ban.
Kinh Théanh néi, “Médi nguvi
phdi xem xét viéc lam ciia \‘/‘?f‘
chinh minh, va bdy gio sé c6
y . do aé fzdnhA dién vj, C}finh vui thich sit dung dinh dang
minh, (,'.hu' kh?ng phdi vi so Ngai ban cho ban.
sdanh voi nguoi khdc”(G16,4). \/’7\
Satan s€ tim cdch cudp di v
niém vui phuc vu ciia ban
bing mot vai cch thic: cdm db ban so sdnh c¢dng viéc clia
minh véi nhitng ngudi khéc, cdm dd ban uén ndn st vu minh
cho pht hgp véi nhitng mong dgi clia nhitng ngudi khéac. Ca hai
déu 1a nhitng chi€c biy chét ngudi von sé 1am ban xao lang

Chiia muén ban
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viéc phuc vu theo cdch Chia mudn. B4t cif khi ndo ban mat
niém vui trong khi thi hanh st vu, hiy xem mot trong nhitng
cam dd nay c6 phai 14 nguyén nhan khong.

Kinh Thanh cénh bio chiing
ta, dirng bao gid so sdnh minh vdi

NGAY BA MUOI HAI ; . )

) ~ . nhing ngudi khac: “Moi nguoi

SUPUNGNHUNG G1 phdi xem xét viéc lam cia chinh
CHUA BAN CHO BAN

minh, va bdy gio sé cé ly do dé
hdanh dién vi chinh minh, chu
khéng phdi vi so sdnh vdi nguoi
khdc” (G16,4). Cé haily do d& ban khéng bao gid so sdnh dinh
dang, s vu hoac thanh qua cong viéc phuc vu cia minh vdi
bat k¥ mot ngudi ndo khac. Trude hét, ban s& ludn tim thay
mot ai d6 dang 1am mdt cdng viée ndo d6 xem ra t6t hon
ban va ban sé cdm th4dy nédn long. Hoidc ban sé luén tim
thdy mot ai d6 xem ra khdng dudce hiéu qua nhu ban va ban
s& kiéu cang. C4 hai thai d6 d6 s& ddy ban rdi xa cong viéc
phuc vu va mat niém vui.

Thanh Phaold ndi, so sdnh chinh minh v§i ngudi khac thi
that dién 16, “Thdt ra, ching t6i ddu ddm cho minh ngang hang
hay so sdanh minh vdi nhitng ké tu cao tw dai kia. Nhung khi ho
&y minh lam tiéu chudn dé tw ddnh gid va so sdnh, thi ho khong
dugc khon” (2Cr 10, 12). Ban dién y Message chu gidi: “Trong
khi so sanh, phan hang va canh tranh, ngudi ta ddnh mat trong
diém”.

Ban sé& thdy, nhitng ngudi khong biét dinh dang phuc vu
clia ban s& phé phén va tim cdch uén nn ban sao cho phu hgp
v6i nhitng gi ho nghi ban nén lam. Pirng d€ y dén ho. Thanh
Phaold thudng phai duong ddu vé6i nhitng ngudi phé phan ngai
von 1a nhitng k& hi€u sai va ma li cong viéc phuc vu clia ngai.
Cau tra 151 cda ngai lu6n ludn gidng nhau: Pirng so sanh, chd
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phéng dai va chi tim ki€m khen ngdi clia Thién Chia ma thoi
(1Cr 10, 12-18).

Mot trong nhitng 1y do khién thanh Phaolé dudc Thién
Chia ding 13 vi ngai khéng d€ minh bi chi phdi bdi su phé
binh hoac bdi so sdnh s vu clia minh véi nhitng ngudi khéc
hodc bi cuén hit vao nhitng cudc tranh luan vé b3 vé sit vu.
John Bunyan néi, “Né&u cudc ddi t6i khong ra gi, ¢6 hé gi dau
ai khen ngai t6i; va néu cudc ddi t6i thanh dat, c6 hé gi dau ai
phé binh t6i”.

TIEP TUC PHAT TRIEN PINH DANG CUA BAN

Du ngdn nhitng nén bac cia Pic Giésu cho thdy Thién
Chia tréng mong chiing ta 1am t6t nhat nhitng gi Ngai ban.
Chiing ta phai vun d4p nhitng 4n hué va
kha nang Chda ban, giif 1obng minh ndng
chdy, lam cho nhan cach, tAm tinh I6n I€n
va mS rong kinh nghiém dé€ ngay cang
trd nén hiéu qua hon trong viéc phuc vu.
Thédnh Phaold ndi vdi cdce tin hGu
Philipphé, “Diéu téi khdn khodn nai xin,
la cho long mén ciia anh em ngay thém
doi dao, khién anh em duoc on hiéu biét va tai truc gidc siéu
nhién” (P11, 9), va véi Timdté, ngai nhic, “Téi nhdc anh phdi
khoi ddy ddc sing cia Thién Chiia, ddc sung anh da nhdn duoc
khi toi ddt tay trén anh” (2Tm 1, 6).

Néu cédc co bip khong van dong, chiing sé yéu di va teo
lai. Ciing vay, néu khong st dung cic kha niang va k§ ning
Chiia ban, ban s& mat ching. Pitc Giésu duing du ngén céc nén
bac d€ nhan manh su that nay. N6i dén ddy t6 khong st dung
dong bac da nhan, 6ng chd bio, “Vdy cdc nguoi hdy Idy yén
bac khdi tay né ma dwa cho nguoi dd cé muoi yén” (Mt 25, 28).
Khong ding dén nhitng gi dudc ting ban, ban sé mat né. Vay
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hay st dung kha ning Chida ban va Ngai s€ cho thém. Thanh
Phaold néi v6i Timdte, “Pung tho o vdi ddc siung dang cé noi
anh, ddc sing Thién Chiia dd ban cho anh nho loi ngén si, khi
hang ky muc ddt tay trén anh. Anh hdy tha thiét vdi nhitng diéu
dé, chuyén chii vao dé, dé moi nguoi nhdn thdy nhitng tién bo
cia anh” (1Tm 4, 14-15).

B4t ¢t 4n hué nio ban da 1anh nhéan ciing déu c6 thé dude
md rong va phat trién qua thuc hanh. Ching han, khong ai
lanh nhan on gidng day vén da dugc phat trién cach day du.
Nhung véi viéc nghién citu, 1dng nghe gép ¥ phan hdi va thuc
hanh, mot thay gido “t6t” ¢6 thé trd nén mot thiy gido 161
hon; va véi thdi gian, trd thanh thay gido bdc thdy. Ping phat
trién nira vdi cac 4n hué Chia ban. Hay ¢ vuon 1én va hoc
héi tat ca nhitng gi ban c6 thé. “Hay cd gdng ra trude mdt
Thién Chiia nhu mot nguoi da duoc thit luyén, mot nguoi thg
khéng c6 gi phdi xdu hé, mot nguoi thdng thdn day 1oi chéan ly”
(2Tm 2, 15). Hay tan dung moi cd hdi tap luyén dé€ phat trién
dinh dang cia ban va lam cho c4c k§ nang phuc vu cla ban
nén sic bén.

O trén o, ching ta s€ phuc vu Thién Chda mai mai.
Nhung ngay bay gid, chiing ta ¢6 thé chuén bi cho viéc phuc vu
mudn d5i d6 bing cach luyén tap trén tran gian. Nhu nhitng
van dong vién chuin bi cho Th&€ Van Hdi, ching ta hdy miét
mai luyén tap chuén bi cho ngay hoi 16n d6, “Pham la tay dua,
thi phdi kiéng ky dii diéu, song ho lam nhw vay la dé doat phdn
thudng chéng hu; trdi lai chiing ta nham phdan thudng khéng
bao gio hw ndt” (1Cr 9, 25).

Ching ta dang chuén bi sin sang cho nhitng trach nhiém
va phan thudng doi doi.
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NGAY BA MUOCI HAI
NGHI VE MUC PiCH POI TOI

M0t diém dé suy tw: Thién Chiia xting véi nhitng
gi t6t dep nhit noi 161

Mot cdu Kinh Thdanh dé nhé: “Hdy c6 gdng ra
trudc mdt Thién Chiia nhu mot nguoi da dugce thi luyén,
mot nguoi thg khéng cé gi phdi xdu hé, mot nguoi
thdng thdn day loi chdn lIy” (2Tm 2, 15).

Mot cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: Bing cich nio,
t6i c6 thé tan dung t6i da nhitng gi Chia ban?

L . p—y
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NHUNG TOI TG PICH THUC
PHUC VU THE NAO?

“Ai muén lam lon gitta anh em
thi phdi lam nguoi phuc vu anh em”
(Mc 10, 43b).

“Cit xem ho sinh hoa qud nao, thi biét ho la ai”
(Mt 7, 16a).

Phuc vu Thién Chiia biang cach phuc vu nhitng ngudi khéc.

Th& gian dinh nghia su cao ca bing nhitng khai niém cia
quyén luc, clia ci, thé gi4 va dia vi. Néu ban c6 thé doi bude
ngudi khic cung phung minh, ban da thanh dat. Trong mdt nén
van ho4 tr lo cho minh vdi 161 suy nghi uu tién 6 trude cia né
thi viéc xit th& nhu mot t6i t6 qua 13 mot khai niém xa la.

Vay ma Bic Giésu lai lugng dinh sy cao cé trong ngdn ngi
cla phuc vu chit khdng phai dia vi. Ngai xdc dinh sy cao ca clia
ban biing s6 ngudi ban phuc vu, chit khong phai bao nhiéu ngudi
phuc vu ban. Piéu nay that trai ngudc véi khai niém cao ca cia
th€ gian, khién chiing ta khé khin 1im mdi hi€u dudc va viée
thu'c hanh lai con khé hon. Cac mén d¢ tranh cai ai dang dudgc
dia vi cao nhat, va 2000 nim sau, nhitng nha lanh dao Kit6
gido van xoay x3& d€ c¢6 mot chd, mot dia vi trong cac Hoi
Thénh, cac gido phai cling nhu trong cac st vu.

Hang ngan cudn sach viét v€ thuat lanh dao, nhung khong
may cudn viét v& thuat phuc vu. Ai ciing thich 1anh dao, khong
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ai thich 1am t6i t§. Chiing ta mudn Iam twéng hon lam linh.
Ngay cd c4c Kité hitu ciing mudn lam “nguoi hudng dan cdc
161 t¢”, chit khong mudn lam diy t6 thuin tuy. Thé ma, nén
gidong Pic Giésu 1a trd nén mot t6i t6. P6 1a danh xung Ngai
tu goi minh.

Pang khi viéc biét dinh dang clia ban quan trong cho viéc
phung sy Chiia thi viéc ¢6 mot tAm 1ong cia ngudi t6i td lai
quan trong hon. Hay nhd, Thién Chda n4n dic ban d€ phuc
vu, khong phai d€ lo cho ban than. Khéng ¢6 tAm 1ong ciia
ngudi téi té, ban sé bi cdm db lam dung dinh dang cia
minh cho muc dich ¢4 nhan. Ban ciing s& bi cAm dd ding n6
nhu mdt 15i bao chita € mién cho minh khdi d4p ng mot s&
nhu ciu nao dé.

Thién Chia thudng thit 1ong chiing ta biing cich doi hdi
ching ta phuc vu trong nhitng cach thic khéng mdy phu hdp
v6i dinh dang clia minh. N&u ban thdy mdt ngudi t€ xudng
ranh nudc, Chia mong ban kéo anh ta 1€n, chid khéng néi, “Tdi
khong c6 dn x6t thuong hodc phuc vu”. C6 thé ban khong dudce
on d€ 1am mot cong
viéc nao do6, nhung

ban vin dudc mSi \ﬁ"?/‘

goi d4n than khi Dinh dang ciia ban cho biét sit
khong mot ai dudc vu cia ban, nhung tdm long ciia
dn nay ¢é mit G do. nguoi t6i t6 mdi cho thdy sw
St vu hang ddu clia trudng thanh noi ban.

ban hin nim trong - \@\

lanh vyc dinh dang
clia ban, nhung st vu thit hai cia ban 13 phuc vu nhitng ai cAn
dén ban moi ldc moi noi.

Pinh dang ctia ban cho biét st vu clia ban, nhung tdm
1ong cda ngudi t6i t§ mdi cho thdy su trudng thanh ndi ban.
Khéng cAn mot tai ning hay mot 4n hué dic biét nao dé c6
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thé nan lai nhit rac hay sip lai nhitng chi€c gh& sau mdt cudc
hop. BAt ctf ai ciing c¢6 th€ 1am modt ngudi tdi t6. Piéu cin c6
12 mot nhan céch, mot tAm 1ong.

C6 thé phuc vu ca ddi trong H6i Thanh ma khong bao gid
12 mot 16 té. Ban phai ¢6 tim 1ong clia ngudi t6i t6. Lam sao dé
bi€t ban c¢6 tAm 1ong clia mot ngudi 161 t6? Pitc Giésu néi, “Cie
xem ho sinh hoa qud nao, thi biét ho la ai” (Mt 7, 16a).

Nhifng tdi té dich thyc luén sén
sang phuc vu. Céc t6i t6 khong mat
thdi gid v6i nhitng deo dudi khac vén
han ch& su sdn sang clia ho. Ho sin
sang nhdy vao c6éng viéc ngay khi
dudc goi. Nhu mot ngudi linh, ngudi
t61t§ luén ding dgi nhi€ém vu: “Trong
nghé binh, khéng ai vudng mdc vao
nhitng viéc thuéc doi séng ddn su; c6é thé’ mdi dep long nguoi
da tuyén mé” (2Tm 2, 4). Néu ban chi phuc vu khi thuan tién,
ban khong phai 1a t6i td dich thue. Nhitng t6i 6 dich thyc 1am
tAt ca nhitng gi can thiét ca khi khong thuén tién.

Ban ¢6 sdn sang vdi Chda bat cit Iic nao khong? Ngai ¢
thé 1am rdi chuong trinh ciia ban ma ban khéng ndi néng? Nhu
ngudi toi td, ban khong c6 quyén chon lvra sé phuc vu & dau hay
lic ndo. La ngudi t6i 16, nghia 12 giao quyén 1am chi chudng
trinh clia ban lai va d€ Chida lam gidn doan né bat ¢ khi nao
Ngai can.

MJdi ngay tir sang sém, néu ban ty nhd minh 13 161 t§ cda
Chta thi nhitng gidn doan d6 sé khong lam ban qué thit vong,
bdi vi lich trinh clia ban 14 nhitng gi Chiia mudn dem vio cudc
ddi ban. Ngudi t61 téd xem nhitng gidn doan d6 nhu nhitng cudc
hen Chia danh cho s vu clia minh va ho vui mirng vi ¢é dip
thi hanh.

Nhifng toi té dich thyc quan tAim dén moi nhu cdu. Cac
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t6i td ludén d€ y dé€n moi phuong cach d€ gitip dd ngudi khac.
Khi thdy nhu cau, ho bit 14y cd hoi va dap tng ngay nhu Kinh
Thanh doi hdi, “Vdy bao ldu con thoi gio, chiing ta hay lam
diéu thién cho moi nguoi, nhdt la cho nhitng anh em trong ciing
dai gia dinh ditc tin” (Gl 6, 10). Khi Chda dat mot ngudi can
giip d3d trudc ban, Ngai ban cho ban c¢d hoi d€ 16n 1én trong
tinh than t6i t6. Hay luu ¥, Chida néi phai vu tién cho nhitng
anh em c¢6 nhu ciu trong gia dinh Hoi Théanh, dirng dat ho cudi
danh sach “nhitng viéc cAn lam”.

Ching ta da d€ mat bao nhiéu cd hdi phuc vu vi thi€u
nhay bén va tu phat. Cac co hoi 16n d€ phuc vu thi khong bao
gid kéo dai. Ching di qua modt cdch mau chéng va doi khi
khong bao gid trg lai. C6 thé ban chi
c6 mot dip d€ phuc vu ngudi d6, vay
hay tan dung nim ngay cd hoi. “Khi c6
thé, con dimg tir chéi lam diéu lanh cho
ai ddang dwoc hudng. Khi c6 thé cho
ngay, thi con dung co noi: ‘Di di, mai
trd lai thi téi sé cho anh’” (Cn 3, 27-
23).

John Wesley, mot t6i tG tuyét vdi ctia Chida, phudng chAm
clia 6ng 13 “Lam t4t ca diéu 1anh ban c¢6 thé, bing moi phudng
tién ban c6 thé, trong moi cach ban c¢6 thé, 3 moi ndi ban ¢
thé, trong moi lic ban ¢6 thé, cho tit cad moi ngudi ban cé thé,
bao 14u ban con ¢ thé”. Pé méi 1a su cao ci. Ban ¢6 thé bit
diu bing cach tim nhitng viéc nhé khong ai muén lam. Hay
lam nhitng viéc nhd nay nhu thé ching 14 viéc 16n, vi chinh
Thién Chiia dang nhin thay.

Nhiing toi té dich thyc 1am hét sifc véi nhitng gi ho cé.
Tbi t6 khong bao chita, chan chir hay chd dgi nhitng hoan canh
t6t hon. T6i t6 khong bao gid ndéi, “Mot ngay nao dé” hoic
“Khi ndo dén gid rdi hay”. Ho 1am ngay nhitng gi cAn lam.
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Kinh Thanh néi, “Nguoi mdi ngdm gié chdng bao gio gieo,
nguoi cit nhin mdy chdng bao gio gdt” (Gv 11, 4). Chida cling
mong ban 1am nhitng gi ban ¢6 thé, véi nhitng gi ban c6, tai
moi ndi ban hién dién. Coéng viéc tuy khdng hoan hao nhung
ludn ludn t6t hon 1a chi ¢6 trong ¥ huéng.

Mot 1y do nhiéu ngudi khong bao gid phuc vu dua ra 1a ho
khéng dii gidi. Ho tin vao 13i d6i tra khi cho ring, cdng viéc
phung su Chida chi danh cho céc si€u sao. Mot vai cong doan da
nudi dudng huyén thoai nay biing cach bién “cap xuit sic” 1am
than trong, khi€n nhitng ngudi c6 kha nang trung binh ngan ngai
dan than.

C6 thé ban tirng nghe, “Néu 1am khong xuat sic thi dirng
lam”. Vay ma Pdc Gi€su khdng bao gid néi nhu vay! Su that
13, khi 1An dau tién bit tay vao viéc, hAu nhu moi chuyén ching
ta 1am déu khdng t6t - d6 1a cach ching ta hoc hdi. Tai Hoi
Thanh Saddleback, ching t6i thuc hanh nguyén tdc “t6t di”:
Khéng cin phai qua hoan hio Thién Chia mdi st dung va
chic phic. Ching t61 tha ¢ hang ngan tin hitu binh thudng
déu dan dan than trong st vu hon 13 ¢6 mdt Hoi Thanh hoan
hao dudc diéu hanh bdi mot vai ngudi tai ba xuat sic.

Nhitng tdi t¢ dich thuc lam moi viéc véi long tan tuy
nhu nhau. Bt cif diéu gi ho 1am, ho déu “lam tdn tam” (Cl 3,
23). Cong viéc 16n nhd khong thanh van dé. Van dé duy nhat
12 n6 c6 can thiét d€ 1am hay khong?

Ban sé& khdong bao gid trd nén qui quan trong dén ndi
khong can dit tay dén nhitng viée nhd. Thién Chda khong mién
cho ban nhitng viéc tAm thudng &y dau. P6 14 mot phan t6i
quan trong trong qua trinh dao tao nhan céch. Kinh Thanh ndi,
“Ai tudng minh la gi ma ky thuc khong la gi hét, thi la lita gat
chinh minh” (Gl 6, 3). Chinh trong nhirng vi€éc nhé ma ching ta
ngay cang nén gidng Pic Kitd.

bidc Gi€su chuyén lam nhing viéc hén mon dang khi
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nhitng ngudi khac thi ¢d tinh trdnh né: rita chan, gitp dd ré
em, don bita diém tAm va cham séc nhitng ngudi phong hii.
Khong gi ma khdng xitng ddng véi Ngai, vi Ngai dén d€ phuc
vu. Khong phdi bdt chdp su cao ci cliia minh ma Ngai lam
nhitng viéc d6, nhung chinh vi su cao cd d6, va Ngai udc mong
ching ta noi guong Ngai (Ga 13, 15).

Nhitng viéc nhé thudng biu 16 mot tdim hén 16n. TAm
1ong clia ngudi tdi té noi ban dudc thé hién trong nhitng viéc
nhd ma ngudi khac khong nghi phai 1am, chdng han khi thanh
Phaol6 gom ctii nhém Itta sudi 4m cho moi ngudi sau vu dim
tau (Cv 28, 3). Ngai cling ki€t sic nhu bao ngudi khic, nhung
da 1am nhitng gi moi ngudi cAn. Khong viéc gi bat xitng véi
ban khi ban c6 tAm Iong clia ngudi tdi 4.

Nhitng co hoi 16n thudng nguy trang trong nhitng viéc nhd.
Nhitng viéc nhd trong ddi lai quyét dinh nhitng viéc 16n. Pirng
tim viéc 16n d€ 1am cho Chda. Ct 1am nhitng viéc khong may
to tat va rdi Chia sé giao cho ban bat ctf di€u gi Ngai mudn
ban lam. Nhung trude khi thi
lam diéu phi thudng, hiy phuc

vu theo cach binh thudng. \/Zf’f‘

Luén luén ¢6 nhiéu ngudi Nhitng co hoi lon
sdn sang lam nhi@ng viéc “16n” thuong nguy trang
cho Chia hon 1a ngudi sdn 1ong trong nhitng viéc nho.
lam viéc nhd cho Ngai. Trudng ‘4'/’\

dua lam ngudi lanh dao thi chat
nich dang khi c4 cdnh déng lai réng md cho nhitng ai sin
sang lam ngudi t61 té. Khi thi ban hudng lén phuc vu ngudi
c¢6 chife quyén, khi thi ban ci#i xuéng phuc vu nhitng ngudi nghéo
khé. Céch nao di nita, thi ban ciing dang phét huy tdm long clia
ngudi tdi t6 khi sdn sang 1am nhitng viéc cAn dén ban.

Nhitng t6i t¢ dich thyc trung thanh véi s vu ctia minh.
T61 t6 hoan tat nhiém vu, chu toan trach nhiém, gii 151 hia va
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hoan thanh moi cam két. Ho khdng bd viéc nita chirng, cling
khong rit lui khi ndn chi. Ho rat ddng tin ciy.

Trung thanh 13 mdt die tinh quy hi€m (Tv 12, 1; Cn 20, 6;
P12, 19-22). Phan 16n ngudi ta khong biét ¥ nghia clia sy cam
két. Ho cam k&t tuy tién, rdi 18i cam k&t v6i nhitng 1y do nhd
nhat nhat khong chiit do du, 4n han hay héi ti€c. Hing tuin,
cdc cong doan va cic t6 chifc phai tng bién vi nhitng ngudi
tinh nguyén da khong chuén bi, khdng c¢é mit, hay tham chi
ciing khong goi dién bdo truSe ho khong dén.

Ban c¢é dugc nhitng ngudi khéc tin cay khong? Cé nhitng
151 hita phai gilt, nhitng 15i khan phai chu toan va nhitng cam
k&t ban phai tdn trong khong? PAy 12 mot tric nghiém. Thién
Chda dang tric nghiém 1ong trung thanh cia ban. N&u vuot
qua thir nghiém nay, ban dugc & trong nhém ngudi t6t 1anh:
Abraham, Mdisen, Samuel, Pavit, Paniel, Tim6té va Phaold;
tat ca dudc goi 1a nhitng 61 t§ trung thanh ciia Thién Chia.
T6t hon nita, Thién Chida hita ban phan thudng cho 1ong trung
thanh ctia ban trong ¢6i ddi ddi. Thit tudng tugng ban s€ cam
nhan th& nio khi ngay kia Chda néi véi ban, “Khd ldm! hoi
ddy to tai gidi va trung thanh! Duogc giao it ma anh dd trung
thanh, thi t6i sé giao nhiéu cho anh. Hiay vao ma hudng niém
vui ciia chii anh!” (Mt 25, 23).

Va nay, tdi t§ trung thanh thi khong bao gid nghi huu. Ho
trung thanh phuc vu bao 14u ho con séng. Ban ¢6 thé nghi huu
vi nghé nghiép, nhung sé khong bao gi nghi huu trong viéc
phung su Chda.

Nhirng téi té dich thye ng xit kin ddo. T6i t6 khong tr
dé cao hay tao su chi y cho ngudi khac. Thay vi hanh dong dé
gdy an trong va in dién hau d& thanh cong, ho “ldy ditc khiém
nhuwong ma déi xit véi nhau” (1Pr 5, 5). Néu ngudi khac dé cao
cong viéc phuc vu cia ho, ho khiém t6n dén nhan nhung khong
dé 15i khen d6 1am xao lang cong viéc.
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Théanh Phaol6 phdi bay loai hinh

NGAY BA MUGI BA
NHOUNG TOI TG phuc vu “xem ra” dao ditc nhung thuc
PICH THUC chat chi 13 bé ngoai, trinh dién, mot

PHUC VU THF NAo?  hanh dong gdy chd y. Ngai goi d6 Ia

' ' “phuc vu trudc mdat” (Ep 6, 6; Cl 3,

23) - phuc vu d€ gay &n tugng ndi
ngudi khéc ring, ching ta t6t lanh bi€t bao. Pay 14 tdi clia cac
Biét Phai. Ho bién viéc gidp d3, bd thi va ngay ca viéc cAu
nguyén thanh nhitng man trinh dién cho ngudi khéc. Pitc Giésu
ghét thai d6 nay va Ngai canh bédo, “Khi lam viéc lanh phiic
ditc, anh em phdi coi chiing, chd cé pho truong cho thién ha
thdy. Bing khong, anh em sé chdng dugc Cha ciia anh em, Ddng
ngu trén troi ban thudng” (Mt 6, 1).

Pé cao chinh minh va tinh thin t6i té khong thé hoa tron
vGi nhau. T6i td dich thuc khong phuc vu vi 181 tdn thudng hay
ti€ng vo tay cia ngudi khac. Ho chi s6ng cho mot Pang. Thénh
Phaold néi, “Vay, gio ddy téi tim cdch ldy long nguoi doi, hay
ldy long Thién Chiua? Phdi chdng t6i tim cdch lam dep long
nguoi doi, thi téi khong phdi la téi to cia Diic Kit6” (Gl 1, 10).

Ban khong tim dugc nhiéu t6i t& dich thuc ndi san khau,
ndi nhiéu ngudi chi ¥; thuc ra, ho tranh né khi c6 thé. Ho hai
1ong véi cong viée phuc vu Am tham trong béng t61. Giuse 1a
mot guong 16n. Ong khong tao su chd ¥ nhung lang 1& phuc vu
P6tipha, phuc vu ngudi cai ti va sau d6, phuc vu quan ngy
thién, quan chude tiu ciia vua Pharad va Chda da chidc lanh
cho thai d6 nay. Khi Pharaé dé bat 6ng, Giuse van giit tAm
1ong cda mot tdi t6, ngay ca ddi véi cac anh clia dng, nhitng ké
da phan boi 6ng.

That khong may, nhiéu vi lanh dao ngay nay ban diu la
t6i td nhung két thiic 12 nhitng ngudi ndi ti€ng. Ho trd nén
nghién dudc chd ¥ va khong biét ring, s6ng trong 4nh dén
chi€u, mit ho s& sém mu.
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C6 thé ban dang phuc vu tai mot dia diém nhd bé t6i tim
nao do, khong ai bi€t va ciing khong ai khen lao. Hay nghe
day: Thién Chia dit ban ndi ban dang & vi mot muc dich! Téc
trén diu ban, Ngai d&€m ca rdi va Ngai biét dia chi cia ban.
T6t hon, ban ¢ & d6 cho dén lic Ngai chuyén ban di. Ngai sé
cho ban biét Ngai c6 mudn ban dé€n mot ndi khac khong. St vu
clia ban ¢6 tAm quan trong d6i vdi vuong qudc clia Ngai. “Khi
Ditc Kitd, ngudn séng ciia chiing ta xudt hién, anh em sé duoc
xudt hign véi Ngai va cung Ngai hudng phiic vinh quang” (Cl
3,4).

Tai nudc My, c¢6 hon 750 ngudi cé tén
trong “Pén Danh Nhan” va ¢é hon 450 &n
phdm “Ho LA Ai”, vdy ma ban sé khong
tim th4y tén tudi clia mot ngudi t6i té dich
thuc nao trong d6. Danh tié€ng ching c6 y
nghia gi d6i v6i ho bdi ho biét su khac biét
gitta st n6i danh va y nghia. C6 thé c6 mot
vai dic diém ndi 16 trén than thé ma néu khdng ¢6 ching, ban
vAn song. Chinh nhitng bd phéan 4n kin bén trong than thé mdi
khong thé thi€u, véi Than Thé Pic Kitd ciing vay. Phuc vu ¢é
y nghia thudng gip nhat chinh 14 phuc vu 4m thdm (1Cr 12,
22-24).

Trén thién dang, Thi€n Chia s&€ c6ng khai tudng thudng
mdt s8 t6i t6 v6 danh nhat clia Ngai - nhitng ngudi khong bao
gi® dugc nhic dén trén tran gian, nhitng ngudi day tré em khuyét
tat, nhitng ngudi quét don khi nhitng ngudi gia phéng ué tuy
tién, nhitng ngudi cham séc¢ cac bénh nhan SIDA va nhitng ngudi
phuc vu trong hang ngan céch thic lang 1€ khéc.

Biét diéu nay, ban dirng nan 1ong khi cong viéc clia ban
khong ai bi€t dén ho#c bi xem thudng. Hay tiép tuc phung sy
Chda! “Bdi vay, anh em thdn mén, anh em hdy kién tdm bén
chi, va cang ngay cang tich cuc tham gia vao coéng viéc cia
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Chiia, vi biét rang: trong Chiia, su khé nhoc ciia anh em sé
khong tré nén vé ich” (1Cr 15, 58). Ca nhitng cdng viéc nhd
nhit nhat ciing dude Thién Chia nhin thdy va Ngai sé thudng
cong. Hay nhd lai 161 Bdc Giésu: “Ai cho mdt trong nhitng ké
bé nhd nay udng, di chi la mét chén nudc 1 théi, vi ké dy la
moén dé ciia Thdy, thi Thdy bdo that anh em, nguoi dé sé khong
mdt phdn thudng dau” (Mt 10, 42).

"\b/"

NGAY BA MUGI BA
NGHI VE MUC PiCH POI TOI

Mt diém dé suy tu: T6i phuc vu Chiia bing cach
phuc vu ngudi khac.

Mot cau Kinh Thdnh dé nhé: “Ai cho mét trong
nhiing ké bé nhé nay udng, du chi la mét chén nudc la
théi, vi ké dy la mén dé cia Thdy, thi Thdy bdo thdt
anh em, nguoi dé sé khong madt phan thuong dau” (Mt
10, 42).

Mot cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: Trong sau dic tinh
clia nhitng day td dich thuc, dic tinh ndo 1a thach thic
16n nhat doi véi 16i?
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SUY NGHI NHU MOT TOI TO

“T6i trung ciia Ta la Calép,
vi dugc mot than khi khdc thiic ddy,
va da mot long theo Ta”
(Ds 14, 24a).

“Giita anh em vJi nhau,
anh em hdy coé nhiing tam tinh
nhu chinh Piic Kito Giésu”
(P12,5).

Su phuc vu bit dau trong tAm tri ban.

Pé trd nén mdt tdi td, ban phai thay ddi ndo trang, thay
ddi thai d6. Thién Chda ludn quan tim dén 1y do tai sao chiing
ta 1am mot diéu gi d6 hon 1a diéu ching ta dang 1am. Théi do
dang k€ hon thanh qua. Vua Amatgiahu mét on Chida vi “Vua
lam diéu ngay chinh trudc mdt Diic Chiia, nhung long vua khéng
tron ven vdi Ngai” (2Sb 25, 2). Cac t6i té dich thuc phuc vu
Thién Chda véi ndm thai do:

Ciéc t6i té nghi dén nhitng nguvi khac nhiéu hon nghi
v¢& minh. Pay 13 sy khiém t6n dich thuc: khéng nghi minh it 3i,
nhung it nghi d&n minh. Ho tv quén minh. Thanh Phaold néi,
“Mdi nguoi dimg tim loi ich cho riéng minh, nhung hdy tim loi
ich cho nguoi khac” (Pl 2, 4). PAy 1a ¥ nghia cda viéc “mat
mang song minh” - quén minh d€ phuc vu ké khac. Khi khong
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A s

con tap trung vao nhitng nhu ciu ban than, ching ta trd nén y
thitc dé€n nhitng nhu cAu chung quanh.

buc Giésu “hoan toan triit bé vinh quang, mdc Idy than né
I¢, tré nén giéng pham nhdn, séng nhw nguoi tran thé” (Pl 2,
7). Lan gin day nhat ban trit bd chinh minh vi 1gi ich cda mot
ngudi nao dé 1a khi ndo? Ban khong thé trd nén mot t6i té néu
ban chi nghi d€n minh. Chinh khi quén minh 13 ldc chiing ta
lam dugc nhitng diéu dang nhd.

That khoéng may, nhiu viéc phuc vu cda chiing ta thudng
trd thanh phuc vu chinh minh. Chiing ta phuc vu d€ dugc ngudi
khéc yéu thich, than phuc ho#ic phuc vu nhim muc dich riéng.
D6 1a thi thuét chd khéng phai 1a st vu. Toan bd thdi gian,

that su ching ta chi nghi

o dén ban than, nghi dén
.___..___.___\d/"___..._____ viéc sao cho minh dang
T6i t6 dich thuc khdong tim cdch kinh va tuyét vdi1 hon.
sit dung Thién Chia cho nhitng MOt vai ngudi lai tim
muc dich ciia minh. Ho dé¢ Thién céch dung viéc phuc vu
Chiia sit dung cho nhitng muc ~ nhu mét cong cu trao ddi

dich ciia Ngai. véi Chda: “Con s€ lam
\/’,\ ~ viéc nay cho Chia néu
v Chia thuc hién diéu gi

doé cho con”. T41i t§ dich
thue khong tim cach st dung Thién Chia cho nhitng muc dich
ctia minh. Ho d€ Thién Chia st dung cho nhitng muc dich
ctia Ngai.

Nhu 1ong trung tin, phdm cach tw quén minh that qua hi€m
hoi. Trong tat ¢4 nhitng ngudi quen biét, thanh Phaold coi Timoté
12 gwong mAu duy nhat ngai cé thé bi€u duong (P1 2, 20-21).
Suy nghi nhu mét tdi t6 that khé bdi né dung phai van dé cd ban
clia cudc d5i mdi ngudi: Theo 1€ ty nhién, t6i 1a ngudi ich ky.
T61 nghi d&€n minh nhiéu hon hét. P6 1a 1y do tai sao khiém t6n
12 cudc chi€n mdi ngdy, mot bai hoc ma t6i phai hoc di hoc lai
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mai. Co hoi trd nén ngudi t6i t6 dén vdi t6i hang chuc 1an
trong ngay, qua dé tdi dudc quyén chon lwa dap wng nhu cau
ban than hay nhu cau clia ngudi khac. Tir bd chinh minh 13 c6t
161 cia mot tAm hon tdi t6.

Chiing ta c6 th€ do ludng tAm hén t6i té ciia minh bing
viéc xem coi cdch thic phan tng mdi khi bi nhitng ngudi
khdc d61 xit nhu mdt t6i t6. Ban phdn ¢ng th€ nao khi bi bd
rdi, bi sai khi€n ho#c bi xem thudng? Kinh Thanh néi, “Néu
cé nguoi bdt anh di mét dam, thi hay di véi nguoi &y hai
dam” (Mt 5, 41).

Cac to6i té suy nghi nhu ngudi
quan gia, khong nhu ngudi chud.

NGAY BA MUGI BON Nha e gl ch.
SUY NGHINHU Th“ng éllf]% L §Ih~ n _rarllrg, ; in
MOT TOI TG 1Icn Chua s0 htu mo1 su. Irong

Kinh Thanh, quan gia 1a ngudi t6i t§

dugc uy thac tréng coi tai sén cia cha.
Giuse thudc loai té1 t6 nay khi 6ng 1a mdt to nhan Ai Cap.
Potiphar da uy thac cho Giuse c4 nha ciia 6ng. Réi vién cai th
uy théac cho Giuse nha t 6ng tréng coi. Va cudi cing, Pharad
da uy thac toan vudng qudc cho 6ng. TAm tinh ngudi tdi 6 va
quan gia thudng di d6i véi nhau (1Cr 4, 1), vi Thién Chda ky
vong chiing ta trung tin trong ca hai vi€c nay. Kinh Thanh ndi,
“Nguoi ta chi doi héi & nguoi qudn ly mot diéu, la phdi chimg
16 long trung thanh” (1Cr 4, 2). Ban dang quan 1y nhitng ngudn
phi tic Thién Chda uy thac th&€ nao?

Pé trd nén mot t6i té dich thuc, ban phai biét khéo sip
x&p van dé tién bac trong cudc ddi minh. Pic Giésu néi, “Khéng
gia nhdn nao cé thé lam t6i hai chii... Anh em khong thé vira
lam t6i Thién Chiia, vira lam téi Tién Ciia dwoc” (Lec 16, 13).
Ngai khong néi, “Ban khéng nén”, nhung 1a “Ban khong thé”.
Piéu d6 khong thé. S6ng cho st vu va séng cho tién cda 1a
nhitng muc dich loai trir 14n nhau. Ban chon diéu ndo? Néu 1a
t6i t& ctia Chiia, ban khong thé 1am thém gid cho riéng minh.
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Tdt cd thdi gid cda ban déu thudc vé Chida. Ngai doi hdi 1ong
trung thanh tuyét doi chit khong phai su trung tin ban thdi gian.

Tién ctia c6 mdt tiém luc manh mé nhat dé€ thé chd Thién
Chda trong d5i ban. Nhiéu ngudi tréch huéng, bd viéc phuc vu
chi vi qua ning vdi vat chat hon bt e diéu gi khac. Ho ndi,
“Sau khi t61 dat duge nhitng muc ti€u tai chanh, td1 s€ phung sy
Chda”. P6 12 mot quyét dinh dién rd ma ho sé hdéi ti€c doi
ddi. Khi Pidc Giésu 1a Chi, tién clia sé phuc vu ban; nhung
néu tién cia 1 chi, ban sé trd thanh né 1& clia né. Su gidu c6
han khong phai 1a mot tdi, nhung khong st dung né cho vinh
quang Thién Chia la toi. T6i td Thién Chda thi luén d€ tdm
dén st vu hon 1a tién cia.

Kinh Thanh néi rat rd: Thién Chia
dung tién cla d€ thit long trung thanh
clda ban nhu thd mot t6i t8. B6 1a 1y do
tai sao Pifc Giésu n6i dén tién bac nhiéu
hon thién dang, hod nguc. Ngai ndi,
“Néu anh em khong trung tin trong viéc
sit dung Tién Ciia bdt chinh, thi ai sé tin
nhiém ma giao cua cdi chdn thit cho anh
em?” (Lc 16, 11). Ban quan 1y tién bac ciia minh thé nao,
Chda sé& chiic phiic cho d5i ban thé 4y.

Trong chuong 31, t6i néi d€n hai loai ngudi: Nhitng ngudi
Xay Dung Nudc Trdi va nhitng ngudi X4y Dung Tai San. Ca
hai déu dudc ban ting tai nang trong viéc lAm dn, mua ban va
ki€m 1¢i. Nhitng Ngudi Xay Dung Tai San tiép tuc tich liy cia
céi cho minh bat luan ki€m dugc bao nhiéu, nhung nhitng Ngudi
Xay Dung Nudc Trdi lai thay ddi luat choi. Ho vAn ¢d sttc ki€m
duge nhiéu tién chitng nio c6 thé, nhung cé d€ rdi trao ban. Ho
diing ctia cai d€ tai trg cho Hoi Thanh Chia va st vu ciia Hoi
Thanh trong thé gidi.

Tai HO1 Thanh Saddleback, ching t61 ¢c6 mdt nhém nhitng
gidm doc di€u hanh va chid doanh nghiép, ho ra sifc ki€m that
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nhiéu tién d€ ciing c6 thé dang cing that nhiéu hau md rong
nude Chida. Tdi khuyén khich ban hdy néi chuyén véi chii chiin
clia minh va b4t diu 14p mot nhém nhitng ngudi Xay Dung Nudc
Trdi trong cong doan cda ban. PE duge hudng din thém, xem
Phu truong 2.

Céc t6i té nghi dén viéc minh, khong nghi dén nhiing g
nguoi khac dang lam. Ho kh6ng so sanh, phé binh, hay canh
tranh v6i céc t61 t§ hodc cac st vu khac. Ho da qui ban ron
vdi cong viéc Chda trao. Canh tranh giffa cac t61 td Chda sé
that v6 1y vi nhiéu 1y do: Tt c4 ching ta cling & trong mot doi
ngt; muc dich clia ching ta l1a 1am vui 1ong Chida chit khong
phéi vui 10ng minh; chiing ta dugc giao nhitng trach vu khéc
nhau; va mdi ngudi dude nin diic cach doc ddo. Thanh Phaold
n6i, “Chiing ta ding co tim huw danh, ding khiéu khich nhau,
ding ganh ty nhau” (Gl 5, 26).

Khong ¢6 chd cho ghen twong vun vit gifta cic t6i té. Khi
ban ron véi cong viée phuc vu, ban dau con thdi gis d@€ phé
phén do4n xét ngudi khac. BAt ¢ khodng thdi gian nao ding
dé€ doan xét ngudi khéc, ban déu c6 thé diing né cho viéc phuc
vu. Khi Matta phan nan véi Pite Giésu ring, Maria khong phu
gidp ba, ba da danh mat tAm 1ong cia ngudi tdi t8. Cac 161 &
dich thuc khong phan nan vé su bat cong, khong mic cam tu ti
va cling khong gian hon nhitng ngudi khdng phuc vu. Ho chi
cay trong vao Chia va ti€p tuc cdng viéc minh.

Dénh gia céc t6i td ctia Chd khong phai 1a viéc cia ching
ta. Kinh Thanh néi1, “Ban la ai ma xét dodn nguoi nha cia ké
khdc? N6 diing hay né ngad, do la viéc cia chii né. Nhung no sé
ditng, vi Chiia c6 khd ndng lam cho né ditng” (Rm 14, 4). Chong
lai 181 phé binh xét doan dé€ bio vé minh ciing khong phai 1a
viéc clia ching ta. Hay giao viéc d6 cho Chd. Hay bit chudc
Moéisen, ngudi da té ra khiém tn thue su trude nhitng ké chdng
d6i 6ng; nhu Néhémia, da trd 151 ké phé phan 6ng mot cach
don gian, “T6i dang lo mot viéc quan trong, nén khéng thé xuéng
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dugc. Lam sao ngung viéc va bé dé dé xudéng vdi cdc ong?”
(Nkm 6, 3).

Né&u ban phuc vu nhu Pt Giésu, hiy biét riing, ban sé& bi
phé phan. Thé gian, va ngay trong nhiu cong doan Hoi Thanh,
khong hiéu nhitng gi Thién Chiia coi trong. Mot trong nhitng
hanh vi thé hién 1ong mén ddi véi Pite Giésu dep dé nhat lai bi
cédc mon dé phé phan. Maria 14y cdi quy nhat minh c6, diu
thom h4o hang, &3 vao chan Pic Giésu. Ctt chi phuc vu hao
phéng cla ba bi cic mOn dé coi la “lang phi”, nhung v3i Pic
Giésu thi that “y nghia” va d6 méi la diéu dang k& (Mt 26,
10). BAt luan ngudi khéc néi thé ndo, cdng viéc phung su Thién
Chia ctia ban khong bao gid dudc goi 1a lang phi.

Céc toi té dat nén tang cin tinh cia minh trong Pic
Kit6. Biét minh dudc yéu thuong va dugc dén nhan bdi an
sting, c4c toi té khong can chitng té gid tri
clia minh. Céc t6i t§ sdn sang chip nhan
nhitng c6ng viéc ma nhitng ngudi thi€u tw
tin coi la “khéng xiing” v6i ho. Mot trong
nhitng mAu guong phuc vu sau sic nhat 1a
viéc Pic Giésu rita chin cho cdc mon dé.
COng viéc rira chén ciing twong ty nhu 1am
mdt em bé danh giay, mdt cdng vicc
khong chiit dia vi. Nhung Die Giésu biét Ngai 1a ai, nén cdng
viéc d6 khong lam thuong t6n dia vi cia Ngai. Kinh Thanh
noi, “Ditc Giésu biét rdng: Chiia Cha da giao phdé moi sy trong
tay Ngai, Ngai béi Thién Chiia ma dén, va sdp tré vé cing
Thién Chia, nén trong mot bita dn, Ngai ditng ddy, roi ban dn,
cdi do ngoai ra, va ldy khan ma thdt lung” (Ga 13, 3-4).

Néu ban sép trd nén mot ngudi t6i t6, ban phai dit can
tinh ctia ban trong Pic Kit6. Chi nhitng ngudi binh an mdi ¢6
thé phuc vu. Nhitng ngudi bat an luén lo 1dng 1am sao c¢6 thé
xuat hién trude nhitng ngudi khic. Ho sg 16 ra nhitng yé&u kém,
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nhitng kiéu ngao tu phu 4n gidu cda minh. Cang bat an, ban
cang mudn ngudi khac phuc vu va cang can su tan thanh cia
ho ntra.

Henri Nouwen néi: “P€ ¢6 thé phuc vu ngudi khéc, chiing
ta phai chét ddi v6i ho; nghia 13 chiing ta phai chAm dit viéc
do ludng ¥ nghia va gi4 tri cia minh bing thudc do clia nhitng
ngudi khéc...; bing cach 4y, chiing ta mdi dugce tr do d€ séng
nhan 4i”. Khi dat gi4 tri va cén tinh cia minh trén mdi twong
giao véi Pic Kitd, ban thoat khdi ky vong cia nhitng ngudi
khéc va diéu d6 cho phép ban phuc vu ho t6t nhat.

Céc tdi t6 khong cn treo ddy tudng nhitng bing khen,
gidy thudng dé€ cong viéc minh dugc danh gid. Ho khéng doi
hdi dude goi bing cic chic danh, ciing khdng khoéc 1én minh
nhitng chi€c 4o clia bé trén, ké ci. Céc t6i t6 xem cac biéu
twgng v€ dia vi 1a khong cin thiét, ho khong do ludng gié tri
clia minh biing nhitng thanh dat. Thanh Phaold néi, “Nguoi
dugc chdp nhédn khéng phdi la ké tw cao tw dai, nhung la nguoi
duoc Chiia dé cao” (2Cr 10, 18).

Né&u nhu ¢6 ai ¢6 co hoi ca
ddi dé€ pho truong vé nhing lién \f&‘
hé va “thanh th&” cia minh, thi
do 1a thanh Giacdbé, ngudi anh
em cda Pic Giésu, ngai cling
16n 1én véi Pifc Giésu nht mot AN
ngudi anh em. Th€ ma, trong
phan gi6i thiéu bifc thu clia minh, ngai chi don gidn goi minh
1a “T6i to Thién Chiia va cia Piic Giésu Kit6” (Ge 1, 1). Cang
gin Pic Giésu, ban cang it can phai tr dé cao.

Cac t6i td coi st vu nhu mot co hoi, khong nhu mot
nhiém vu. Ho thich gidp dd ngudi khéc, thich ddp tng nhirng
nhu cau va thi hanh st vu. Ho “phung tho Chiia véi niém hoan
hy” (Tv 100, 2a). Tai sao ho phuc vu v6i niém hoan hy? Bdi ho

Cang gdn Ditc Giésu, ban
cang it cdn phdi tu dé cao.
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yéu mén Thién Chia, biét on vé nhitng an sting ctia Ngai, ho
bi€t phuc vu 12 cach t6t nhat d€ tan dung cudc séng va biét
Thién Chia da hita ban phan thudng. Pic Giésu da hia, “Ai
phuc vu Thdy, Cha ciia Thdy sé qui trong nguoi dy” (Ga 12, 26).
T4c gia thu Do Théi néi, “Thién Chiia khéng bdt cong dén ndi
quén viéc anh em da lam va long yéu mén anh em da té ra déi
vdi danh Ngai, khi trudc ddy anh em phuc vu cdc nguoi trong
ddn thdnh, va hién nay vdn con dang phuc vu” (Dt 6, 10).

Thit tvdng twgng diéu gi sé xay ra néu chi cé 10% Kitd hitu
trén toan thé gidi nghiém tic thi hanh vai trd clia minh nhu
nhitng (61 t§ dich thyc. Hay twdng twong bao nhiéu diéu t6t lanh
c¢6 thé duge thuc hién. Ban ¢6 sin sang trd nén mot trong nhitng
ngudi d6 khong? Bat luan tudi tic cia ban thé ndo, Thién Chiia
s& ding ban néu ban bit ddu hanh dong va suy nghi nhu mot toi
t§. Albert Schweitzer n6i: “Nhitng ngudi thyc sy hanh phic 1a
nhitng ai tirng hoc biét cach phuc vu”.

NGAY BA MUOGI BON
NGHI VE MUC PiCH POI TOI

Mét diém dé suy tw: PE trd nén mot 6i 6, toi
phéi suy nghi nhu ngudi t6i t4.

Mt cdu Kinh Thdnh dé nhé: “Giita anh em vdi
nhau, anh em hdy cé nhitng tdm tinh nhu chinh Dic
Giésu Kité6” (Mt 10, 42).

Mot cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: Duoc ngudi khac
phuc vu hay tim cach phuc vu nhitng ngudi khéc, to1
thudng ban tdm dén viéc ndo nhiéu hon? ‘
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QUYEN NANG THIEN CHUA
TRONG YEU DUOI CUA BAN

“Chiing t6i ciing mang thdn phdn yéu hén,
nhung cung vdi Ngai, chiing t6i song,
nho quyén ndng ciia Thién Chiia
dé xit sw vdi anh em”

(2Cr 13, 4b).

“On ciia Thdy da dii cho con,
vi siec manh ciia Thdy
duwoc biéu 1§ tron ven trong su yéu dudi”

(2Cr 12, 9a).

Thién Chia thich dung ngudi yéu.

Al ai cling ¢6 nhitng yé&u dudi riéng. Qua vay, ban cé biét
bao nhugc di€m va bat toan vé ngoai hinh, vé cam xic, vé tu
chat théng minh, vé d5i s6ng tinh than. Ban ciing ¢ thé gip
nhitng hoan canh ngoai tAm tay vén 1am ban yéu nhugc, ching
han nhitng gi6i han v¢é tai chanh ho#c giao t&. VAn dé quan
trong hon 14 ban Iam gi v6i nhitng diém yé&u nay. Thong thudng,
chiing ta phii nhan nhitng y&u dudi cia minh, ching ta bao th,
bao chita, che day va dau budn vi ching. Piéu nay lai can trd
Thién Chia s dung chiing theo cach Ngai mudn.

Thién Chia c6 mot c4i nhin rat khac vé nhitng y&u dudi
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cla ban. Ngai n6i, “Troi cao hon ddt chimg nao thi duong 161
ciia Ta ciing cao hon dwuong 161 cdc nguoi, va tu tudng ciia Ta
cing cao hon tu tudng cdc nguoi ching dy” (Is 55, 9). Cho nén,
Ngai thudng hanh dong theo nhitng cich thé hoan toan trai
ngudc v4i nhitng gi ching ta mong ddi. Ching ta nghi, Chda
chi mudn diing stfc manh ciia t6i; th& nhung, Ngai con st dung
dén nhitng y&u dudi cia ching ta nita cho vinh quang Ngai.

Kinh Thanh néi, “Nhitng gi thé gian cho la dién dai, thi
Thién Chiia dd chon dé ha nhuc nhitng ké khén ngoan, va nhing
gi thé gian cho la yéu kém, thi Thién Chiia da chon dé ha nhuc
nhitng ké hing manh” (1Cr 1,27). Nhitng y&u dudi ctia ban khong
phéi 12 ngiu nhién. Thién Chia c6 y cho phép chiing xay dén
trong d5i ban nhiim ching té quyén ning clia Ngai ngang qua
ban.

Thién Chiia khdng bao gid bi tdc ddng bdi stic manh hay su
hoan hio cia mot ai. Thuc t&€, Ngai bi hdp din bdi nhitng ngudi
y&u kém va nhitng ai thita nhan diéu dé. Pic Giésu coi viée
chiing ta nhin nhan nhitng thi€u sét ctia minh 13 th4i dd clia mot
“tdm hén nghéo khé”. P6 1a thai d6 wu tién ma Ngai chic
phic (Mt 5, 3).

~ Kinh Thanh day nhiing \ﬁ’/‘
mau guong cho thay cach thifc ]
Thién Chida st dllIlg nhﬁ’ng Néu Thién Chiia chi a’llng
con ngudi bat toan, binh nhiing con nguoi hoan .hAdo,
thudng d€ 1am nhitng viéc phi khdng g 1\du‘,0’c thwc hién
thudng bat chap nhitng yéu thanh toan.
duGi cila ho. Néu Thién Chia A
chi ding nhitng con ngudi hoan héo, khéng gi dudc thuc hi€én
thanh toan; bdi 1€ khong ai trong chiing ta khong thi€u sét.
Viéc Thién Chia ding nhitng con ngudi bat toan 12 mot khich
1¢ cho t4t ¢4 chiing ta.
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Su yé&u dudi, hay néi nhu thanh Phaold, “cdi dim dam
vao” (2Cr 12, 7) khong phai 13 mot tdi, mot théi xAu hay mot
thi€u sét ciia tAm tAnh ma ban c6 thé thay déi, chdng han nhu
in qué nhifu hodc thi€u kién nhin. Mot y&u dudi 1a bat ky
mdt gidi han ndo d6 ma ban k& thira do di truyén hodc khong
¢6 kha niang thay déi. P6 ¢ thé 1a gidi han thé Iy nhu khuyét
tat, mot cin bénh kinh nién, kém stc khoé, t€ liét. B6 ciing ¢
thé 12 mot gidi han vé cdm xiic, ching han mot tdn thuong tinh
than do mdt khing hoang, mot ky niém dau budn, mdt khuyét
tat clia c4 tinh hay mot tinh khi di truyén nao d6. Hoac dé
cing c6 thé 12 mot gidi han vé tai ndng hoic tw chdt thong
minh. Khong phai ai trong chiing ta cling thong minh kiét xuAt
hay tai ning 13i lac.

Khi nghi dén nhitng gidi han trong ddi minh, ban c6 thé bi
cam dob di dén két luan, “C6 18 Chida sé khong bao gid diing
t61”. Nhung Thién Chida khong bao gid bi han ché& bdi nhitng
gi6i han cda ching ta. Qua vay, Ngai thich dit quyén ning
cao ca cia Ngai trong nhirng binh chifa binh thudng. Kinh Thanh
n6i, “Nhung kho tang 4y, chiing téi lai chita dung trong nhiing
binh sanh, dé chitng t6 quyén ndng phi thuong xudt phdt tic
Thién Chiia, chit khong tir chiing t6i” (2Cr 4, 7). Nhu nhing
chi€c binh gém thong thudng, chiing ta méng gion, thi€u sét
va d& v8. Nhung Chiia sé st dung néu chiing ta d€ Ngai hanh
dong ngang qua y&u dudi clia minh. PE dugc vay, hay bit chude
gudng thanh Phaold.

Thira nhian nhitng yéu dudi cta ban. Nhin nhan nhitng
bat toan cia ban. Ping ti€p tuc gid vd ban cé tat ca, hay
thanh that véi chinh minh.

Thay vi chdi bd hodc tim cach bao chita, ban hdy ding
thdi gid d€ x4c dinh nhitng yéu dudi riéng cia minh. Ban ¢
thé liét ké chiing ra thanh mdt danh sach.

C6 hai 161 tuyén xung tuyét v&i trong TAn Uéc minh hoa
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nhitng gi chiing ta can d€ c6 mot cude séng lanh manh. Trudc
hét 1a tuyén xung cla thanh Phéré, ngudi da néi véi Pic Giésu,
“Thdy la Pdng Kité, Con Thién Chiia hdng séng” (Mt 16, 6).
Ti€p dén 1a tuyén xung ciia thanh Phaold, ngudi da néi véi
dam dong von ton siing than tudng, “Chiing téi ddy ciing chi la
nguoi pham, ciing thdn phdn véi cdc ban” (Cv 14, 15b). Néu
ban mudn dugc Thién Chida st dung, phai biét Ngai 1a Pang
n2o va ban 1 ai. Nhiéu Kit6 hitu, dic biét gidi 1anh dao, thudng
quén chan ly thd hai: Ching ta chi 14 nhitng con ngudi! Néu
cAn mot khiing hoang dé€ ban thira nhan diéu d6, Thién Chia
sé khong ngan ngai d€ né xay ra vi Ngai yéu thuong ban.

Hay biing long v6i nhitng y&éu kém
cua ban. Thianh Phaold néi, “Thé nén téi
rdt vui ming va ty hao vi nhitng yéu dudi
clia téi, dé sitc manh ciia Puc Kité & mdi
trong t6i. Vi vay, t6i cdm thdy vui sudng
khi minh yéu dudi, khi bi si nhuc, hoan nan,
bdt bd, ngdt nghéo vi Ditc Kité. Vi khi t6i
yéu, chinh la lic t6i manh” (2Cr 12, 9b-10). Thoat tién, diéu
nay ching c6 y nghia gi ci. Chiing ta muén thoat khdi nhitng
y&u hén, va khong bing 1ong vé6i ching! Thé nhung su bing
1ong 13 mot biu 16 cda 10ng tin vao sy t6t lanh clia Thién
Chta. Su bing 1ong néi 1én ring, “Lay Chia, con tin Chia
thuong con va Chia biét nhitng gi t6t nhat cho con”.

Thanh Phaold dwa ra mot vai Iy do d€ chiing ta biing 1ong
vdi nhitng y&€u hén bAm sinh cia minh. Trude hét, ching gitip
chiing ta bi€t tra nuong vao Chida. N6i d€n yéu hén clia minh,
diéu ma Chia khong chiu cat di, ngai néi, “Vi vdy, téi cdm
thdy vui sudng khi minh yéu dudi, khi bi si nhuc, hoan nan, bdt
bd, ngdat nghéo vi Duc Kité. Vi khi t6i yéu, chinh la lic t6i
manh” (2Cr 12, 10). BAt ¢t khi ndo ban cdm thdy y&u dudi, ay
14 Iic Thién Chda dang nhic nhd ban hay nuwong tra vao Ngai.
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Nhitng yé&u dudi ciing gidp chiing ta tranh dudc kiéu cang.
Ching nhic chiing ta phai khiém nhudng. Thianh Phaold ndi,
“Dé t6i khéi tw cao tw dai vi nhitng mdc khdi phi thuong t6i
da nhdn dwoc, thdan xdc t6i nhw dd bi mét cdi dam dam vao,
mét thii ha ciia Satan dugc sai dén vd mdt t6i, dé t6i khdi tw
cao tw dai” (2Cr 12, 7). Thién Chida thudng gin mdt yéu
dudi kém cdi néi bat vao mdt sitc manh 16n lao d€ ki€m soat
c4i toi clia chiing ta. Sy gidi han c6 thé tic dong nhu céi thing,
ngan khéng cho ching ta chay qua nhanh va chay tru6c Thi€én
Chua.

Khi Gidéon tuyén mo6 ddi quan 32 ngan ngudi d€ chéng
lai ngudi Madian, Thién Chida cit bt chi con 300, tic 1a 1
choi vé6i 450 khi ho xung tran chi€n d4u véi 135 ngan quén thu.
Piu dé xem ra din d&n tham hoa; nhung Thién Chda da lam
vay d€ Israel biét ring, chinh quyén nang Ngai ctu thoat chi
khong phéai sic manh cila ho.

Nhitng y&u hén clia chiing ta ciing khich 1¢ tinh than gitta
céc tin hitu. Trong khi sifc manh 1am n4y sinh tinh than t 1ap
(“T6i khong can ai”), thi nhitng gidi han cho thdy chiing ta cin
dén nhau biét bao. Khi dét nhitng sdi td y&u dudi cia cudc ddi
ching ta lai v6i nhau, mot sgi
thirng manh mé va chicchin - \/“jy‘
dudc hinh thanh. Vance  Viéc thi hanh sit vu hiéu qud
Havner bong dua, “Cac Kité  nhdt sé dén tir nhitng ndi dau

hitu, nhu nhitng bong tuyét, sdu thdm nhdt ciia ban.
rdt mong manh; nhung néu \/J}\

dinh két véi nhau, ching c¢6
thé€ 1am ket xe”.

Trén hét, nhitng y&u dudi 1am tang kha niang cdm thong
va phuc vu cilia chiing ta. Chiing ta d& cAm thong va nhan tir vé
nhitng y&u dudi clda ngudi khic hon. Thién Chida mudn ban cé
mdt sit vu nhu Pite Giésu trén tran gian. Nghia 14 nhitng ngudi
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khéic sé tim dugc su chita lanh trong nhitng thuong tich ctia
ban. Stt diép cudc sdng cao ca nhat va viéc thi hanh sit vu hiéu
qué nhat s& dén tir nhitng ndi dau sau thim nhat cia ban. Nhitng
gl ma ban bdi 16, x4u hd va ngin ngai chia sé nhét chinh 1a
nhitng céng cu Thién Chida cé thé diing mot cach ky diéu nhat
dé chita lanh nhitng ngudi khac.
Nha truyén gido lirng danh Hudson
NGAY BA MUGILAM  Taylor n6i: “TAt c& nhitng ngudi khdng
QUYENNANG 16 ctia Chda déu 1a nhitng ngudi yéu
THIENCHUA | dudi”. Di€m y€u ctia Mdisen 1 sy néng
TRONGYEUDUOI 2y NG khién 6ng giét chét mot ngudi
CUA BAN Ai Cap, danh vao tang da thay vi néi
v6i né va dap v3 bia Mudi Piéu Ran. Nhung Thién Chia da
bi€n Moisen thanh “nguoi hién lanh nhdt doi” (Ds 12, 3).

Piém yéu clia Gidéon 14 thi€u tu tin va rat bat an, nhung
Thién Chda da bi€n 6ng thanh “nguoi chién si can truong” (T1
6, 12). Piém yéu clia Abraham 14 s¢ hai. Khong chi mot 14n,
nhung tdi hai 14n, 6ng goi vé minh 13 em géi d€ tw bao vé. Nhung
Thién Chida da bi€n 6ng thanh “cha ciia moi ké tin” (Rm 4, 11).
M6t Phéré béc ddng, nhut chi tré nén “d4 tdng” (Mt 16,
18), m4t Pavit ngoai tinh tré nén “mdt nguoi dep long Thién
Chiia” (Cv 13, 22) va Gioan, md4t trong “nh@ng ngudi con
cia S4m Sét” day kiéu ngao trd thanh ngudi “Mon dé clia
Tinh yéu™.

Danh séch c6 thé tiép tuc va dai hon. “Téi con phdi ndi gi
nita ddy? Téi so khéng cé dii thoi gio dé ké truyén cdc ong
Ghitén, Bardc, Samson, Giptdc, Davit, Samuel va cdc ngén sit.
Nho diic tin, cdc vi nay da chinh phuc cdc nudc, thuc hanh céng
Iy, dat dugc nhitng gi Thién Chiia da hita; cdc ngai da khod
miéng su tit, ddp tdt lika hong manh liét, thodt khdi ludi guom.
Cdc ngai da ludt thing bénh tat ma tré nén manh mé, da té ra
diing cdm tai chién truong, va ddy lii duoc qudn ngoai xam”
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(Dt 11, 32-43). Thién Chda la chuyén gia bi€n nhitng y&u dudi
thanh sifc manh. Ngai mudn nim 14y y&u hén 16n nhat cia
ban va bi€n déi nd.

Chan thanh chia sé nhitng yéu hén cda ban. St vu bit
dAu vdi nhitng yéu hén. Ban cang giam thiu tr vé, g bd mit
na va chia sé nhitng chi€n dau cam go cia minh, Thién Chia
cang c6 thé diing ban d€ phuc vu nhitng ngudi khéc.

Thénh Phaold néu guong v& nhitng y&u hén cia minh trong
cac thu ctia ngai. Ngai ¢di md chia sé:

* Nhitng that bai clia ngai: “Sw thién t6i mudn thi t6i

khéng lam, nhung su dc t6i khéng mudn, t6i lai cit lam”
(Rm 7, 19).

* Nhitng cdm xuc clia ngai: “Chiing t6i da chdn thanh
ngd loi vdéi anh em, chiing t6i da md rong tdm long” (2Cr
6,11).

* Nhitng that vong cda ngai: “Chiing t6i dd chiu dung
qud mikc, qud sicc ching téi, dén ndi chiing téi khéng
con hy vong séng néi” (2Cr 1, 8b).

* Nhitng ndi s¢ hai clia ngai: “Khi dén vdi anh em, t6i
thdy minh yéu kém, so sét va run rdy” (1Cr 2, 3).

Di nhién, boc 10 yéu hén nhu thé ciing kha liéu Iinh. N6

¢6 thé 1am ban lo 14ng khi ha thap tinh tr vé va boc 1o ddi
minh cho ngudi khac. Khi bay té nhitng thit bai, cAm xtic, that
vong va nhitng ndi lo sd clia minh, ban ¢6 nguy co bi loai bd.
Nhung nhitng 1gi ich clia né dang d€ ban liéu linh. Boc 16 yéu
hén 12 mot gidi thoat vé mat cam xiic. C3i md 1am voi cing
thdng, gidm bét lo sg va 1a bude dau din dén tv do.

Chiing ta vira thdy, Thién Chda “ban on cho ké khiém
nhuong”; thé€ nhung, nhiéu ngudi di hi€u sai suv khiém
nhudng.

Khiém nhudng khong phai 1a ha thap chinh minh hay pht
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nhan nhitng diém manh ctia ban; nhung ding hon 13 chin thanh
v& nhitng y&u dudi clia ban. Cang chan thanh bao nhiéu, ban
cang nhan dudc on Chida bAy nhiu. Ban sé nhan dudc on Chda
t nhitng ngudi khac nita. Bay t6 y&u hén 1a mot ddc tinh déng
yéu; ty nhién chiing ta thich & gan ngudi khiém nhugng. Ty
phu d4y ngudi khac ra xa nhung chén thanh lai thu hit ho va
bay t6 yéu hén 1a dudng din dén sy thi€t than.

bay 1a 1y do tai sao Thién Chia
khong chi st dung siic manh ma con cé
nhitng y&u hén cda ban. Néu ai ai ciing
chi thdy ban manh mé, ho s& nan chi va
nghi ring, “Vang, nhu thé thi t6t cho ngudi
Ay, va toi thi sé khdong bao git 1am dudc
diéu dé”. Nhung khi ho thay Thién Chia
diing ban bat chap nhitng y&u hén, thi di¢u d6 khich 1¢ ho nghi
ring, “Cé thé Chia ciing sé ding t6i”. Sttc manh tao nén canh
tranh, nhung y&u hén cda ching ta lai tao nén cong dong.

Pé&n mdt lic nio d6 trong ddi, ban phai quyét dinh hoic
12 mudn gdy dn twong trén ngudi khac, ho#c 12 ban s& dnh
hudng trén ngudi khac. Ban c6 thé gdy 4n tudng khi & xa xa;
nhung mudn anh hudng, ban phai dén gin ho va lic d6, ho sé
thay nhitng thi€u sét cia ban. Khong sao. Pham chat cin ban
nhat cia thuat 1anh dao khong phai 1 su hoan hdo nhung Ia su
dang tin. Ngudi ta phai tin ban, néu khong, ho sé khdng theo
ban. Lam sao ban c6 thé xay dung 1ong tin? Ban chi ¢6 thé xay
dung 10ng tin bing sv thanh that chit khong phai bing 161 gid
vd hoan hao.

Han hoan trong nhitng yéu kém ctia ban. Thianh Phaol6
néi, “Con vé bdn than téi, t6i chi tw hao vé nhiing yéu dudi ciia
16i” (2Cr 12, 5). Thay vi coi minh nhu thé day tu tin va vo
dich, hdy xem ban nhu mot chién tich cia an sting. Khi Satan
chi ra nhitng yéu dudi cda ban, hiy déng y vdéi né va dd day
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1ong ban 151 nggi khen Pidc Giésu, Pang “biét cdam thuong nhiing
ndi yéu hén ciia ta” (Dt 4, 14) va ngoi khen Chiia Thanh Thén,
Dang “gitip dd chiing ta la nhitng ké yéu héen” (Rm 8, 26a).

Tuy nhién, d6i khi Thién Chda lai bi€n sifc manh thanh
yéu dudi d€ st dung chiing ta nhiéu hon. Giacép, ngudi nhiéu
méanh khoé, da dung c4 ddi &€ muu md va chay tron nhitng
hau qua. Mot dém 6ng vat 16n véi Thi€n Chda va néi, “Toi s€
khong budng Ngai ra néu Ngai khong chic Ianh cho t6i”. Thién
Chda néi, “Pudgc!”, nhung Ngai da danh vao dui Giacoép va lam
Ong bi trat hong. Piéu d6 c6 ¥ nghia gi?

Thién Chiia dung dén sifc manh cia Giacép (co diii 1a phan
manh nhat trong than th€) va bi€n né thanh diém yéu. Tir d6 vé
sau, Giacép di khap khiéng va khong bao gid c6 thé chay xa
nita. Piéu dé budc Giacép phai nuong tra vao Chia di mudn
hay khéng muén. Néu mudén Thién Chida chic lanh va ding
ban, ban phai sin sang di khap khiéng quiang ddi con lai
ciia minh, bdi 1€ Thién Chda thich ding nhing con ngudi
y&u duéi.
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k

dii cho anh, vi sitc manh ciia Thdy dwoc biéu 16 tron
ven trong su yéu duéi” (2Cr 12, 9a).

g

cach che day nhitng y&u dudi? Tdi cin phai chan that

\Y

NGAY BA MUGI LAM
NGHI VE MUC PiCH POI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tu: Thién Chia sé 1am t6t nhat
hi t6i thira nhan nhitng y&u dudi clia minh.

Mot cdu Kinh Thdnh dé nhé: “On ciia Thdy da

Mot cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: C6 phai 16i dang
i6i han quyén ning Thién Chia trong ddi minh bing

& diéu gi @€ c6 thé giip d3 nhitng ngudi khac? |
|

352

SONG THEO PUNG MUC DICH



MUC PICH # 5

YAk .,
"), “’fr"/, 2

v
."
.

' 1A
\(" .I)‘/ “ \\ \ .
AR T N‘f&y" LA
' ‘,\ (‘{(l,) # )f), )),( B ){\) ,\)l\’, Y

W DO 7\

BAN DUOC TAO DUNG
CHO MOT SU MENH
“Nguoi céng chinh duoc thita hudng cdy su séng,

ké khon ngoan chinh phuc duoc long nguoi”
(Cn 11, 30).
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PUQC TAO DUNG CHO MOT SU MENH

“Nhu Cha da sai con dén thé gian,
thi con ciing sai ho dén thé gian”
(Ga 17, 18).

“Mang séng toi,
16i coi thdt chdng ddng gid gi,
mién sao t6i chay hét chdng duong,
chu toan chiic vu t6i dda nhdn tw Piic Giésu...
(Cv 20, 24a).

»

Ban dudc tao dung cho mdt s& ménh.

Thién Chda dang hoat dong trong thé gidi vA mudn ban
tham gia v4i Ngai. Chi dinh nay dudc goi 1a sit ménh cia ban.
Thién Chiia muén ban vira c6 mot sit vu trong Than Thé P
Kitd vira ¢6 mdt st ménh trong th€ gidi. S& vu la phuc vu
nhitng anh chi em tin hitu (Cl 1, 25; 1Cr 12, 5) va s& m¢nh 1a
phuc vu nhitng nguoi chua tin. Chu toan si ménh ctia ban trong
th€ gidi 1a muc dich tht nim Thién Chda danh cho ddi ban.

St ménh ddi ban vira mang tinh chia sé vira c6 tinh riéng
biét. Mot phan 1a trach nhiém clia ban ciing ¢6 chung véi moi
Kit6 hitu va phan khac 1a trach nhiém riéng clia ban. Chiing ta
s& tim hi€u ca hai phan trong cac chuong tié€p theo.

Trong ti€ng Anh, tif ngi¥ “stt ménh” bit ngudn tr tiéng
Latin, c6 nghia 13 “sai di”. La Kit6 hitu, bao gdm viéc dudc sai

MUC DICH #5: BAN PUGC TAO DUNG CHO MOT SU MENH 355



di vao th€ gidi vé6i tr cdch ngudi dai dién Pic Giésu Kito.
Ngai néi, “Nhu Chiia Cha dd sai Thdy, thi Thdy ciing sai anh
em” (Ga 20, 21).

Piic Giésu hi€u 16 sit ménh cia Ngai trén trin gian. Vao
tudi mudi hai, Ngai da néi, “Cha me khéng biét la con cé bén
phédn & nha ciia Cha con sao?” (Lc 2, 49). Va hai mudi mot
nam sau, khi hap hdi trén thanh gid, Ngai n6i, “Thé’la da hoan
td1” (Ga 19, 30). Hai 15i nay déng khung cudc s6ng St lanh
theo ding muc dich cia Ngai. Pic Giésu da hoan tat st ménh
Chda Cha trao.

St ménh ciia Ptc Giésu ldc Ngai con trén tran gian gid
day 1a st ménh ciia chinh chiing ta, bsi chiing ta 1a Than Thé
Ngai. Nhitng gi Ngai da thuc hién véi than xac thé 1y cia
minh nay 12 nhitng gi ching ta phéi ti€p tuc trong thdn minh
thi€ng liéng cia Ngai, tic 1a H6i Thanh. S¢ ménh d6 1a gi?
Dan dit ngudi ta dén véi Chida! Kinh Thanh néi, “Ddng da
nho Dic Kité ma cho chiing ta dugc hoa gidi vdi Ngai va trao
cho chiing téi chiic vu hoa gidai” (2Cr 5, 18).

Thién Chda mudn ctfu con ngudi khdi Satan va giao hoa
ho vdi Ngai, d€ réi chiing ta ¢6 thé hoan thanh nim muc dich
Ngai nhdm khi tao dung ching ta: @€ yéu mén Ngai, d€ trd
nén thanh vién ciia gia dinh Ngai, d€ nén gidng Ngai, @€ phung
sy Ngai va d€ néi cho ngudi khac bi€t Ngai. Mot khi chiing ta
thudc vé Thién Chia, Ngai sé diing chiing ta d€ dén vdi nhitng
ngudi khdc. Ngai cifu ching ta va rdi, sai ching ta di. Kinh
Théanh né1, “Chiing téi la su gid
thay mat Duc Kité nhu thé chinh NGAY BA MUOI SAU
Thién Chiia dung chiing t6i ma PUGC TAO DUNG
khuyén day” (2Cr 5, 20a). Ching CHO'M(T)T. SI’JMENH
ta 1a nhitng s gia cda tinh yéu
va la st gid cia nhitng muc dich
Thién Chiia danh cho th€ gian.
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TAM QUAN TRONG CUA SUMENH

Hoan tat stt ménh ddi ban trén tran gian 13 c6t 16i cla
viéc sdng cho vinh quang Thién Chia. Kinh Thanh din ching
mdt vai Iy do cho thay tai sao sit ménh ciia ban lai quan trong dén
thé.

S& ménh ctia ban ti€p néi st ménh ctia Pc Giésu trén
tran gian. La nhitng ngudi theo Chia, ching ta ti€p tuc nhitng
gi Bic Giésu da khdi sy. Ngai mdi goi chiing ta khong chi dén
vdi Ngai, nhung con ra di cho Ngai. S& ménh ctia ban quan
trong dé€n ndi Pic Giésu da lap di lap lai diCu d6 dén niam l1an
theo ndm c4ch khac nhau trong ndm cudn séch cia Kinh Thénh
(Mt 28, 19-20; Mc 16, 15; Lc 24, 47; Ga 20, 21; Cv 1, 8). Nhu
th€ Ngai dang néi, “Ta thdt sw mudn con ghi nhé diéu nay!”.
Hay nghién cfu nim ménh 1énh ctia Pic Giésu, ban sé& biét 16
nhitng chi tit stt vu clia
ban trén tran gian - lic

nao - ¢ dau - tai sao va \.‘{/‘J

cach nao. Duic Giésu moi goi chiing ta
Trong Lénh khéng chi dén véi Ngai,
Truyén Cao C3 cia nhung con ra di cho Ngai.

Ngai, Pic Giésu néi, - JJ}\

“Vday anh em hdy di va

lam cho muén ddn trd thanh mén dé, lam phép rita cho ho
nhdn danh Chiia Cha, Chiia Con va Chiia Thdnh Thdn, day
bdo ho tudn git moi diéu Thdy dd truyén cho anh em. Va
day, Thdy ¢ cung anh em moi ngay cho dén tdn thé” (Mt 28,
19-20). Lénh Truyén Cao C4 dugc giti dén tat ca nhing ai
theo Pitc Giésu chit khdng chi giti d€n cdc chi chiin hay cdc
nha truyén gido. Pay 1a 1énh truyén cia Ngai danh cho
ban va ban khong c6 quyén chon lya thi hanh hay khdng thi
hanh. Pay khdéng phdi 1a 161 Dé Nghi Long Trong ma la
1énh truyén. N&u ban 13 thanh phéan ciia gia dinh Thién Chda,
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stt ménh clia ban mang tinh bit budc. B4 qua nd, s€ 1a bat
tuan.

C6 thé ban khong y thic viéc Thién Chia con trao cho
ban trach nhiém vdi cd nhitng ngudi chua tin dang s6ng chung
quanh. Kinh Thanh néi, “Néu nguoi khong bdo cho ké gian dc
dé biét, khong néi dé cdnh cdo né tir bé 161 séng xdu xa, cho né
dugc song, thi chinh ké gian dc dy sé phdi chét vi t0i 1i ciia nd,
nhung Ta sé doi nguoi dén no mdu né” (Ed 3, 18). Ban la Kit6
hitu duy nhat ma mot s& ngudi biét va sit ménh cia ban 12 chia
sé Puc Giésu cho ho.

St ménh cia ban, mjt dic 4n tuyét voi. Dau dé 1a mot
trong trach, nhung d6 con la vinh dy v6 bién khi duge Thi€n
Chia st dung. Thanh Phaold néi, “Moi su dy déu do bdi Thién
Chiia la Dang da nho Diic Kité ma cho chiing ta duoc hoa gidi
vdi Ngai, va trao cho chiing téi chitc vu hoa gidi” (2Cr 5, 18).
Stt ménh cia ban bao gém hai dic 4n cao ca: hoat dong vdi
Chda va dai dién cho Ngai. Chiing ta 12 dong su cda Chia
trong viéc xay dung vuong qudc Ngai. Thanh Phaold goi ching
ta la nhitng “cong suw vién”, “duoc cong tic vdi Thién Chiia”
(2Cr 6, 1).

buic Giésu bdo ddm dn cdu db cho ching ta, dit ching
ta trong gia dinh Ngai, ban cho chiing ta Thanh Than va rdi,
lam ching ta tré thanh nhi*tng dai dién ctiia Ngai trong thé
gidi. That 1a mdt ddc an I68n lao! Kinh Thédnh né1, “Chiing
161 la sit gid thay mdt Ditc Kité, nhu thé chinh Thién Chiia
dung chiing t6i ma khuyén day. Vdy, nhdn danh Duc Kito,
chiing toi nai xin anh em hdy lam hoa vdi Thién Chia” (2Cr
5, 20).

Trinh bay cho ngudi khéac cach thifc ho c6 thé dat dén
su séng doi doi 1a diéu cao ca nhat ban c6 thé lam cho ho.
Né&u ngudi hang xém cda ban bi ung thu hoic SIDA va ban
bi€t phuong phép ngin nglra bénh, thi s& 1a tdi 4c néu ban
khong cho ho biét nhitng thdong tin cttu séng dé. Té hon, khi
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ban gidu kin nhitng con dudng din dén tha thit, muc dich doi
ngudi, sy binh an va sy séng ddi doi. Chiing ta ¢6 mdt tin mirng
16n nhat tran gian va chia sé tin mirng d6 13 diu (6t 1anh nhat
ma ban ¢é thé 1am cho bt ctf ai.

Mot van dé ma cac Kitd hitu ky cuu hay gip phai 1a ho
quén mat nhitng ngudi khong biét Chida phai cdm thay tuyét
vong biét bao. Hay nhé riing, ddu xem ra ho thod man va thanh
cong dén dau, nhung néu khong biét Pie Kitd, ho van hur mat
trong tuyét vong va di d&€n chd chia cit ddi doi khdi Thién
Chda. Kinh Thénh néi, “Ngoai Ngai ra, khong ai dem lai on
citu dp” (Cv 4, 12). Moi ngudi déu cin dén Pic Giésu.

St ménh cta ban ¢6 ¥ nghia doi doi. St ménh cilia ban sé
tdc dong dén s6 phan ddi ddi cia nhitng ngudi khéic; thé nén,
st ménh d6 quan trong hon bat ¢ cong viéc, thanh qua hay
muc tiéu ndo ma ban dat dugc trong cudc sdng tran gian niy.

Hoa trai tir s¢ ménh cia ban
" thi mu6n dGi con mai; nhirng
két qua tr cong viée clda ban
thi khong. Ban s€ khong lam
mot c6ng viéc nao quan trong
hon 1a giip ngudi khac thiét
\/JJ’\ - lap mdt tuong giao doi doi véi

Thién Chda.

DPay 1a ly do tai sao chiing ta phdi cdp bach thi hanh s
ménh. Pic Gi€su néi, “Chiing ta phdi thuc hién céng trinh cia
Ddng da sai Thdy, khi troi con sdng; dém dén, khong ai cé thé
lam viéc dugc” (Ga 9, 4). Péng hd dang diém dan thdi gian
con lai cia st ménh ddi ban, dirng tri hoan mdt ngay nao nita.
Ngay bay gid, ban hay bit ddu thi hanh bing cich dén véi
nhitng ngudi khac! Ching ta sé c6 ca ddi doi dé vui mimg véi
nhitng ngudi ma chiing ta dem vé cho Chiia, nhung chiing ta chi
c6 mot ddi dé€ tim ki€m ho.

Lénh Truyén Cao Cd duoc
gui dén tdt cd nhiing
ai theo Diutc Giésu.
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biéu nay khong c6 nghia 13 ban bd hét cong viée d€ trd
thanh mot ngudi rao giang Phic Am tron thdi gian. Chia mudén
ban chia sé Tin Mirng du ban & dau. La mot sinh vién, mdt ba
me, mot gido vién miu gido, mot ngudi budn ban, mdt ngudi
quan 1y hay bat ¢t mot cdng viéc ndo ban dang 1am; ban phai
khong ngirng tim ki€m nhitng ngudi Chida dit dé trén dudng doi,
ma vd4i ho, ban chia sé Tin Mung.

St ménh cta ban dem lai ¥ nghia cudc séng. William
James néi, “Stt dung cudc sdng cach tt nhat 1a ding cudc
song cho mot dicu gi d6 trudng t6n 1au hon chinh né”. Sy that
12 chi ¢6 vuong qudc cda Thién Chia mdéi trudng ton. Moi su
khac rét cude rdi sé tiéu tan. PS 12 1y do chiing ta phai s6ng mot
cudc sdng theo diing muc dich - mot cude séng gén bé véi viée
thd phugng, tinh thin ai, trudng thanh thi€ng 1i€ng, thi hanh si
vu va hoan tat st ménh trén tran gian. K&t qua cda nhitng cong
viéc nay sé ton tai - mudn ddi!

Néu khong chu toan st ménh Chda trao trén trn gian, ban
s€ lang phi ca cudc ddi Chia ban. Thanh Phaol6 néi, “Nhung
mang séng toi, t6i coi thdt chdng ddng gid gi, mién sao téi
chay hét chdng duong, chu toan chitc vu t6i da nhdn tix Puc
Giésu, la long trong lam chitng cho Tin Mimg vé dn siing ciia
Thién Chiia” (Cv 20, 24). C6 nhitng ngudi trén hanh tinh nay
chi mot minh ban mdi ¢6 thé ti€p xtic dude nhd vao moi trudng
ban dang s6ng va nhd vao nhitng gi Chia ban riéng cho ban.
Néu chi ¢6 mdt ngudi nhd ban ma duge 1én thién dang, thi ban
cling da tao dugc mot khac biét trong cdi ddi doi. Hay ngudce
mit nhin cdnh déng st vu chung quanh ban va cau nguyén,
“Lay Chia, Chia da dat ai trén dudng con di d€ con néi vé
buc Gi€su cho ho?”.

Thoi di€m chung két lich sif ctia Thién Chia lién hé téi
viéc hoan tat sit ménh cua chiing ta. Ngay nay, ngudi ta kha
quan tdm dén viéc Pic Kitdé dén 14n thit hai va ngay tan thé.
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Khi ndo diéu d6 x4y ra? Ngay truc khi Pic Giésu 1én trdi,
cac mon d¢ da hdi Ngai cing mot cau d6 va clu tra 161 ciia Ngai
kh4 ro rang. Ngai néi, “Anh em khéng cdn biét thoi gio va ky
han Chiia Cha dd toan quyén sdp ddt, nhung anh em sé nhdn
sitc manh ciia Thdnh Thdn khi Ngai ngu xudéng trén anh em.
BdYy gio anh em sé la chitng nhdn ciia Thdy tai Giérusalem,
trong khdp cdc mién Giudé, Samari va cho dén tdn cing trdi
dat” (Cv 1, 7-3).

Khi cdc mén dé mudn d€ cap dén cic 15i tién tri, Pic
Giésu da nhanh chéng chuyén cudc ddi thoai sang dé tai rao
gidng Tin Mirng. Ngai mudn ho tap trung vao st ménh ciia
minh trong th& gidi. Ngai chi nhim diéu c6t y&u, “Céc chi tiét
v¢ viéce trd lai cda Thay khong phdi 1a viéc clia anh em. Viéc
clia anh em Ia st ménh ThAy trao. Hiy tap trung vao d6!”.

Suy doan vé ngay gid chinh x4c cudc trd lai ctia Pitc Giésu
that v6 ich, vi Ngai da néi, “Con vé ngay hay gio dé khong ai
biét duoc, ngay cd cdc thién si trén troi hay nguoi Con ciing
khoéng, chi cé6 Chiia Cha biét ma théi” (Mc 13, 32). Vi Ngai da
néi chinh Ngai cling khong biét, tai sao ching ta phai nhoc
cong tinh toan? Piéu chiing ta biét chdc 1a: Pic Giésu sé khong
trd lai cho dén ngay ma moi ngudi Chda mudn ho dudc loan
bdo Tin Mung dudc nghe Tin MuUng. Ngai néi, “Tin Mung nay
vé Vuong Qudc sé dugc loan bdo trén khdp thé gici, dé lam
chitng cho moi ddn toc
dugc bict. Va bdy gio sé \L&-

la tan cung” (Mt 24, 14).

s : Chiing ta dé xao lang vi Satan
Néu bafl muén bic L u6n ban lam moi viéc khdc,
Giésu trd lai sém hon, ngoai trix viéc chia sé niém tin.
hay t4p trung hoan

thanh st ménh cliia ban ‘4}\

chtt khéng phéi suy tinh 15i cac tién tri.

Chiing ta d& xao lang va di tréch st ménh clia minh vi
Satan mudn ban 1Am moi viéc khic, ngoai trit vi€c chia sé
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niém tin. N6 sé d€ ban 1am moi viéc t6t lanh bao lau ban
khdéng dua dugc mdt ai 1€n thién dang vSi ban. Nhung khi
ban nghiém tic vdi st ménh, hay biét ring, Tén Quy sé&
tung ra moi thit d€ 1am ban tréch hudng. Khi diéu dé xay
ra, hdy nhd lai 161 Dite Giésu, “Ai dd tra tay cam cay ma con
ngodi lai dang sau, thi khong thich hop véi Nude Thién Chiia”
(Lc 9, 62).

GIA PHAI TRA PE HOAN TAT SUMENH

Pé hoan thanh st ménh, phai bd lich trinh riéng va chap
nhan lich trinh ctia Thién Chida danh cho ddi ban. Ban khong
th& “nhdi nhét thém” moi thi khic vén ban ciing thich 1am
trong do6i minh. Ban phai néi nhu Bic Giésu, “Lay Cha... xin
ding lam theo y con, ma la theo y Cha” (Lc 22, 42b). Ban hay
trao cho Ngai moi quyén han, ngudng
vong, u6c md, k& hoach va tham vong
cia ban. Hay ngung cdu nguyén vdi
nhitng 15i cau vi ky nhu “Xin Chia chic
lanh nhitng gi con mudn thuc hién”. Thay
vao d6, hay thua, “Xin gidp con thuc
hién nhitng gi Chda dang chic lanh!”.
Hay trao cho Chia tJ gidy trdng vdi chit
ky clia ban bén dudi d€ xin Ngai dién
vao c4c chi ti€t bén trén. Kinh Thanh
néi, “Anh em hdy hién toan than cho Thién Chiua va ding chi
thé ciia anh em nhuw khi cu dé lam diéu céng chinh, phuc vu
Thién Chiia” (Rm 6, 23b).

Né&u quyét tAm hoan tat s ménh ddi minh bat chap moi
gia phai trd, ban s€ cadm nghiém dudgc phic lanh cia Chda
theo nhitng céch thifc ma khdng mAy ngudi da cAm nhan dudc.
HAu nhu Thién Chiia khong bao gid tir chdi mot diéu gi véi
nhitng ai cam k&t dan than phung sy vuong qudc Ngai. Pic
Giésu hda, “Trudc hét hay tim kiém Nudc Thién Chia va diic
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céng chinh cia Ngai, con tdt cd nhitng thit kia, Ngai sé thém
cho” (Mt 6, 33).

THEM MOT NGUGINUA CHO CHUA GIESU

Cha t61 1a mdt muc su da hon ndm mudi nam phuc vu,
hau hét1a & nhitng xit nhd viing qué. La mot ngudi gidng thuy&t
don sd nhung 6ng 13 mot ngudi hét 1ong véi st ménh. Cong
viéc Ong y€u thich la dem nhitng nhom tv nguyén ra ngoai
qudc d€ x4y dung nha thd cho nhitng cong doan nhé. Ca cude
ddi, cha t6i da x4y dude hon 150 nha thd trén toan thé gidi.

Nam 1999, cha t6i qua ddi do ung thu. Tuan cudi cling,
con bénh khién 6ng nifa tinh nifa mé gin nhu sudt hai muoi
bon giy mdi ngay. Khi mé sang, 6ng néi 16n nhitng gi dang md.
Ngdi bén giudng 6ng, t6i da hoc dudc rat nhiu bing cich chi
ling nghe nhitng gi cha t6i néi trong md. Ong nhd lai tirng du
an nha thd, hét cai nay dén cai kia.

Chiéu t6i trude khi qua ddi, dang khi vd t61, difa chau gai
va t6i ding bén canh, thinh linh cha t6i trd nén nhanh nhen va
c6 budce ra khdi givdng. Di nhién, 6ng qué y&u va vg toi nai ni
6ng nim xudng. Nhung 6ng vin cd ditng 1én, cudi ciing vg t6i
héi, “Jimmy, cha mudn 1am gi?”. Ong tra 151, “Phai cttu thém
mdt ngudi nita cho Chia Giésu! Phai citu thém mot ngudi nira
cho Chida Giésu! Phdi cdu thém moét ngudi nita cho Chida
Giésu!”. Va 6ng bit dau lap di lap lai cAu Ay.

Sudt mot gid trude khi tit hoi, ong lap lai cau d6 cé 18
hon ¢4 tram 1an. “Phai cifu thém mot ngudi nita cho Chia
Giésu!”. Ngdi canh giwdng 6ng, nudc mit t6i chdy dai trén
ma, t6i cii ddu cAm doi on Chia vi 1ong tin clia cha tdi. Lic
Ay, Ong v4i t6i, dat ban tay lanh 180 trén dau tdi va néi nhu
th€ dang uy thac cho t6i, “Con phai cifu thém mdt ngudi nita
cho Chia Giésu! Con phéi cttu thém mdt ngudi nita cho Chda
Giésu!”.
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T6i quyét dinh coi dé 12 muc tiéu trong nhitng ngay con
lai clia di minh. T6i cling mdJi ban coi d6 nhu 13 tAm diém
cla doi ban, b3i khong gi s€ tao nén mot khac bié€t 16n lao hon
th& d6i vdi cudce séng vinh cttu. NEu mudn duge Thién Chia st
dung, ban phai quan tAm nhitng gi Chda quan tdm; diéu Ngai
quan tAm nh4t 14 ban on ciu dd cho t4t ci nhitng ai Ngai da
dung nén. Ngai mudn tim nhitng con céi cia Ngai da bi lac mat!
V6i Thién Chida, khdng gi quan trong hon diéu d6; thap gia
da chitng minh. Téi cAu nguyén d€ ban ciing luén néng 1ong
tim “thém mét ngudi ni¥a cho Chia Giésu” d€ rdi ngay kia,
khi ditng trudc nhan Chda, ban ciing ¢6 thé néi, “Stt ménh da
hoan tat”.

e T
NGAY BA MUGI SAU
NGHI VE MUC biCH pOI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tu: T6i dugc tao dung cho mot
st ménh.

Mot cau Kinh Thdnh dé nhé: “Vay anh em hdy
di va lam cho mudn dan tré thanh mon dé, lam phép
rita cho ho nhdn danh Chita Cha, Chiia Con va Chiia
Thdnh Thdn, day ho tudn giit moi diéu Thdy dd truyén
cho anh em. Va ddy, Thdy & cing anh em moi ngay cho
dén tan thé” (Mt 28, 19-20).

Mot cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: Sd hii nao ngin
can t6i hoan tat st ménh Chida mudn t6i chu toan khi
Ngai dung nén t6i? Piu gi can trd t6i chia sé Tin
L Mung cho nhitng ngudi khac? !
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CHIA SE SU PIEP CUOC SONG CUA BAN

“Ai tin vao Con Thién Chia,
nguoi dé cé loi chitng dy noi minh”
(1Ga 5, 10a).

“Qud thé, tr noi anh em, loi Chila dd vang ra,
.. ma ddu ddu nguoi ta ciing nghe biét
long tin anh em ddt vao Thién Chiia,
khién chiing t6i
khéng cdn phdi ndi thém nita”

(1Tx 1, 8).

Chia da ban cho ban mdt St Piép Cudc Song, d6 1a cau
chuyén dé€ ban thuat lai.

Khi da tr nén tin hitu, ban ciing trd nén st gid ciia Thién
Chia. Ngai mudn néi véi th€ gidi ngang qua ban. Thanh Phaold
n6i, “Dugc Thién Chia sai di, chiing t6i lén tiéng trudc mdt
Ngai, trong Duc Kit6” (2Cr 2, 17b).

Ban c6 thé cam thdy ban khéng c6 gi d€ chia sé, nhung
thuc ra, d6 1 diéu Ma Quy dang cd tinh 1Am ban lang thinh.
Ban c6 ci mot kho tang kinh nghiém ma Chida mudn st dung
dé dem nhitng ngudi khac vé trong gia dinh Ngai. Kinh Thanh
n6i, “Ai tin vao Con Thién Chiia, thi c6 1oi chimg dy noi minh”
(1Ga 5, 10a). St Piép Cudc S6ng cia ban gdm bSn phan:

» Loi chitng clia ban: Cau chuyén vé cach thifc ma ban

b4t ddu ddi song than tinh véi Pie Giésu.
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* Nhitng bai hoc cudc séng ciia ban: Nhitng bai hoc quan

trong nhat ma ban hoc dudc tir noi Thién Chia.

o Nhitng say mé thdnh thién cia ban: Nhitng diéu Chia

mudn ma ban say mé va dé€ tAm nhat.

e Tin Mirng: St diép citu rdi.

Sit diép cudc sdng clia ban bao gébm chifng tir ciia ban.
Chting tir ctia ban 14 cau chuyén vé céch thifc Pt Kit6 da bién
ddi ddi ban. Thanh Phérd néi, ching ta duge chon Iva bdi Thién
Chda dé “loan truyén nhitng ky céng ciia Ngai, Pdng dd goi
anh em ra khéi mién u t61, vao noi ddy dnh sdng diéu huyén”
(1Pr 2, 9b). Pay 1a c¢ot 16i clda viée lam chitng - céch don so,
ban chia sé kinh nghiém c4 nhan cda minh vé viéc ban nhan
bi€t Chda. Noi toa 4n, ngudi ta khong trong mdt nhan ching
tranh cai vu vi€c, chiing minh sy that, hodc doi tuyén an; do 1a
viéc cia luat su. Cac nhan chiing chi cAn tudng thuét lai nhitng
gi da xay ra vdi ho hodc nhitng gi ho thay.

buc Giésu néi, “Anh em sé la nhdn chimg ciia Thdy” (Cv
1, 8) chit khong néi, “Anh em I nhitng ngudi bién ho cho Thay ”.
Ngai mudn ban chia sé ciu chuyén ddi ban cho nhitng ngudi
khéc. Chia sé chirng tir ciia
ban 12 mot phan c6t yéu

st ménh cla ban trén trdn - \.“/‘J

gian bdi vi né doc nhat.  Nhitng cdu chuyén ké bdc mot
Khong c6 cau chuyén nio nhip cdu twong giao, trén do,
gidng cAu chuyén ddiban,  Diic Giésu cé thé budc tir long
vi th€ chi ¢6 ban méi c6 ban sang long ho.

thé k€ vé né. Néu ban - \/J}‘\

khéng ndi ra, né s€ mai

mai mat di. Ban khong phéi 12 mot hoc gid Kinh Thanh, nhung
ban la ngudi c¢6 thim quyén trén cudc ddi minh va that khong
d& gi d€ tranh cii véi nhitng kinh nghiém c4 nhan. Thuc vay,
chiing ti cia c4 nhin ban hi¢u luc hon mot bai gidng, bdi vi
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ngudi chua tin nhin cdc chi chin nhu nhitng ngudi ban hang

chuyén nghiép, nhung nhin ban nhu mot “khéch hang hailong”.
P4i véi ho, ban dang tin hon.

Nhitng cau chuyén mang tinh

NGAY BA MUOGI BAY c4 nhan cling d& gan giii vdi ngudi

khac hon 14 nhitng nguyén tic; va

CHIA SE SUDIEP o IO
CUOC SONG lai, nguGi ta thich nghe nhitng cau
CUA BAN chuyén dé. Ching dudc chi y, va

ngudi ta nhd ching 1au hon. Nhitng
ngudi chua tin han sé& ching hitng thi néu ban bit ddu bing
viéc trich dn 18i c4c nha than hoc, nhung tr nhién ho sé hi€u
ky vé nhitng kinh nghiém ma ho chua tirng trdi qua. Nhitng
cau chuyén k& bic mot nhip ciu tuong giao, trén d6, Pic Giésu
c¢6 thé budc tir 1ong ban sang long ho.

Mot gia tri khac cia chitng tif ndi ban 13 né c6 thé vugt
qua nhitng rio can tri thitc. Nhiéu ngudi von khong chap nhan
thdm quyén cia Kinh Thanh thudng d& 1ing nghe mdt cau
chuyén khiém t6n ¢6 tinh c4ch riéng tr. P6 1a 1y do trong siu
14n khac nhau, thanh Phaold diing chitng tiY ciia ngai d€ chia sé
Tin Mirng thay vi trich din Kinh Thanh (Cv 22-26).

Kinh Thénh ndi, “Hdy ludn ludn sdn sang trd loi cho
bdt ky ai chdt vdn vé niém hy vong ciia anh em, nhung phdi
trd loi cdch hién hoa va vdi sy kinh trong” (1Pr 3, 15-16).
Céch t6t nhat “d€ sin sang” 14 ban hdy viét ra nhitng chitng
tlr ctia ban va hoc thudc nhitng di€m chinh. Hiy chia né
lam bén phan:

1. Trude khi gap Pic Giésu, cudc séng 11 thé€ nao?

2. Lam sao t6i biét t6i cAn Pic Giésu?

3. T6i cam két ddi t6i véi Pire Giésu thé nao?

4. Pic Giésu da thuc hién bi€n d6i ndo trong ddi t6i?

Di nhién, bén canh cAu chuyén cttu rdi cda minh, ban c¢6
nhiéu chitng tir khac nita. Ban ¢6 mot cau chuyén cho mdi kinh
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nghiém, trong d6 Thién Chia cttu gitip ban. Ban hdy viét ra
moét danh séch cdc bi€n ¢, hoan cdnh, cic con khiing hodng
ma qua dé, ban dudc Thién Chia cfu thoat. Sau do, hay tinh
t& st dung cAu chuyén ndo gin giii nhat vdi ngudi ban chua
biét Chiia clia ban. Nhitng hoan cinh kh4c nhau cAn dé€n nhitng
chirng tr kh4c nhau.

St diép cudc s6ng clia ban bao gdm nhitng bai hoc cude
song. Phan thif hai cla st di¢p d5i ban 13 nhitng chan 1y ban
hoc tir ndi Thi€n Chida qua nhitng kinh nghi€ém ban ¢6 véi Ngai.
Pay 14 nhitng bai hoc va nhitng hi€u biét ban hoc dudc tir Thién
Chda, tif cic mdi tuong quan, céc bi€n ¢d, cdc con cam dd va
nhitng khia canh khéc ciia cudc sdng. Pavit da cAu nguyén, “Lay
Chiia, xin day con duong 161 thdnh chi, con nguyén di theo mdi
dén cang” (Tv 119, 33). Budn thay, chiing ta khong hoc duge
bao nhiéu tif nhitng gi da xay dén cho minh. V& nhitng ngudi
Do Thai, Kinh Thanh néi, “Pd bao ldn Chiia thuwong gidi citu,
nhung ho vén c6 tinh phdn nghich, ddm chim trong t6i dc clia
minh” (Tv 106, 43). C6 1€ ban da tng gdp nhiing ngudi nhu
thé.

That khon ngoan khi hoc biét tr kinh nghiém ban than,
nhung khén ngoan hon khi bi€t hoc hdi tir kinh nghiém cia
ngudi khac. S& khéng bao gi ban di thdi gid d€ hoc biét moi
diu trong cudc s6ng bing thit nghiém va vap vap. Chiing ta
phai hoc tir nhitng bai
hoc cudc séng cia ’l’)»
nhau. Kinh Théanh ndi,
“Do1 vdi ké biét nghe,
loi trdch cu cia nguoi

That khén ngoan khi hoc biét tir
kinh nghiém bdn thdn, nhung
A P khén ngoan hon khi biét hoc hdi
k},l?n twanhdn vang hay tr kinh nghiém ciia nguoi khdc.
kiéng vang hdo hang”

(Cn 25, 12). &Y

368 SONG THEO PUNG MUC DICH




Hay viét ra nhitng bai hoc chinh yé&u cia ddi minh d€ ban
c¢6 thé chia sé cho ngudi khac. Hay biét on Salomon vi 6ng da
dé€ lai cho chiing ta hai sich ChAm Ngén va Gidng Vién vdi
rat nhi€u bai hoc thuc tién trong cudc séng. Ban thit twéng
tugng bao that doat khong cin thiét von c6 thé tranh khdi néu
chiing ta bi€t hoc hdi tir nhitng bai hoc cudc séng cia nhau.

Ngudi trudng thanh phat huy théi quen rit ra nhitng bai
hoc tir kinh nghiém mdi ngay. T6i khuyén khich ban 14p mot
danh sach nhitng bai hoc cudc s6ng ciia minh. Ban that sy khong
ngAm nghi ching néu nhu ban khong viét chiing ra. Duéi day
12 mot vai cau hdi ggi ¥ gitip ban bit dau."”

« Chda day t6i diéu gi tir that bai?

« Chda day tdi diéu gi tr viéc thi€u hut tién bac?

 Chia day t6i diéu gi tir dau khé, u budn va chan nan?

 Chia day t6i diéu gi tir viéc phai ddi chd?

« Chua day t6i diéu gi tir bénh tat?

 Chia day t6i diéu gi tir that vong?

« Chua day t6i di€u gi tr gia dinh, cong doan, cic moi
twong quan, nhém nhd cida t6i va tr nhitng ngudi phé
phan t61?

St diép cudc séng cta ban bao gdm viéc ban chia sé
nhitng say mé thanh thién ctia minh. Chia 1a mot Thién Chia
say mé&. Ngai tha thiét yéu thich mot s& diéu nay va ciing ché
ghét mot s6 diéu kia. Mot khi ban trd nén gan giii vdi Ngai
hon, Ngai s& ban cho ban niém say mé mot diéu gi d6 ciing 1a
diéu Ngai nang long, d€ rdi ban 1a ngudi néi thay cho Ngai
trong thé gidi. P6 ¢6 thé 1a niém say mé vé mot cong viéc,

7 Mt vai vi du trong Kinh Th4nh cho nhitng ciu hdi nay, xem thém
Tv 51; P14, 11-13; 2Cr 1, 4-10; Tv 40, 119, 71; St 50, 20.
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mdt muc dich, mdt nguyén Iy hay mdt nhém ngudi. Diu dé 1a
gi di nita thi ban ciing s& cdm thdy bi thdi thic néi vé né va
lam nhitng gi c¢6 thé d€ tao nén mot su ddi mdi.

Ban khong thé khong néi vé nhitng gi ban wu tw nhat. Piic
Giésu néi, “Long c6 ddy, miéng mdi néi ra” (Mt 12, 34b). Hai
mau guong cho ching ta 1a Pavit, “Vi nhiét tdm lo viéc nha
Chiia, ma con phdi thiét than” (Tv 69, 10a) va Gi€rémia, “Loi
Ngai cit nhu ngon lita bung chdy trong tim, dm i trong xuong
c6t. Con nén chiu dén phdi hao mon, nhung lam sao nén dvoc!”
(Gr 20, 9).

Thién Chiia ban cho mdt s6 ngudi mdt niém say mé thanh
thién nao d6 d€ c6 vii mot muc tiéu. Thong thudng, d6 12 mot
v&n d€ ma c4 nhan ho da trai qua, ching han: lam dung, nghién
ngép, son s¢, chan nan hoidc mot khé khian nao d6. P6i khi,
Chda ban niém say mé cho mot sd ngudi
dé ho néi thay cho mot nhém ngudi khac
v6n khong thé ty minh néi ra: cac thai
nhi, nhi'ng ngudi bi bach hai, ngudi
ngh¢o, c4c th nhan, ngudi bi d61 xi &
bac, nhitng ngudi bat hanh va nhitng ai
khong duge xét xtr cong minh. PE bio
vé nhitng ngudi c6 thé c¢6 than, Kinh
Thanh c¢6 rat nhiéu 1énh truyén.

Thién Chia diing nhitng con ngudi nhiét thanh d€ mé rong
vuong qudc Ngai. Ngai c6 thé ban cho ban niém say mé thanh
thién d€ 1ap mot cong doan mdi, cing cb cac gia dinh, tai trg
cho viéc dich Kinh Thanh hodc huan luyén céc nha 1anh dao
Kit6 hitu. C6 thé ban dugc ban ting niém say mé t6t lanh dem
Tin Mung cho nhitng nhém ngudi dic biét: nhitng ngudi kinh
doanh, thanh thi€u nién, sinh vién ngoai qudc, cic ba me tré
ho#c nhitng ngudi ¢6 mot sd thich dac biét hay mot mén thé
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thao nao d6. Néu ban cau xin, Chia s& d€ cho ban ning long
vé mot qudc gia hay mdt
nhém thé dan nao dé vén "
dang cAn mot chitng tr Kité W\
gido manh mé.

Thién Chda ban cho
chiing ta nhitng niém say mé
khac nhau d€ bat ct diéu gi
Ngai mudn thuc hién trong
thé€ gidi nay déu dugc hoan \43\
thanh. Ban dirng u6c mong
nhitng ngudi khac ¢6 ciing niém say mé nhu ban. Thay vao d6,
ban phai 14ng nghe va coi trong st diép cudc sdng clia ngudi
khéc, bdi vi khong ai néi hét duge. Pirng bao gid coi thudng
niém say mé t6t lanh clia ngudi khac. Kinh Thanh néi, “Duoc
nguoi ta té long nhiét thanh la diéu t61” (Gl 4, 18).

Thién Chiia ban cho chiing ta
nhitng niém say mé khdc nhau
dé badt cir diéu gi Ngai mudn
thuc hién trong thé gidi nay
déu duoc hoan thanh.

S¢ diép cudc séng cua ban con c¢6 ca Tin Mirng. Tin
Mung la gi? “Trong Tin Mung, su cong chinh cia Thién Chiia
duoc mdc khdi, nho dicc tin dé& dua dén ditc tin” (Rm 1, 17a).
“That vdy, trong Puc Kitd, Thién Chiia da cho thé gian duoc hoa
gidi vdi Ngai. Ngai khéng con chdp toi nhan loai nita, va giao
cho chiing t6i céng b6 loi hoa gidgi” (2Cr 5, 19). Tin Mirng
chinh 12 khi chiing ta tin ring 4n sing cia Thién Chda cttu rdi
ching ta ngang qua nhitng gi Pic Giésu da lam, t6i 161 chiing
ta dugc tha, ching ta s6ng theo diing muc dich va dugc hita ban
modt ndi cu ngu trén thién dang.

C6 ca hang tram cudn sach th€ gia hudng din céch chia
s¢ Tin Mirng. T6i c¢6 thé cung cAp cho ban danh sich nhitng
cudn von hitu ich cho t6i (xem Phu truong 2). Nhung tat ca
viéc hudn luyén trén th& gian nay sé khéng théi thic ban
lam ching cho Pitc Giésu cho dén khi ban thAm nhuan tdm
niém x4c tin da néi trong chuong trude. Piu quan trong nhat

MUC DICH #5: BAN PUGC TAO DUNG CHO MOT SU MENH 371



14 ban phai hoc yéu thuong nhitng ngudi hu mat nhu Chia yéu
thuong.

Thién Chida khéng bao gid dung nén mot nguGi ma Ngai
da khong yéu thudng. P61 véi Ngai, moi ngudi déu quan trong.
Khi Ptc Giésu dang rong ddi tay trén thap gia, Ngai nhu dang
n6i, “Thay yéu chiing con nhiéu nhu thé'nay!”. Kinh Thanh
noi, “Tinh yéu Duc Kité théi thiic ching toi, vi chiing téi
nghi rdang: néu mét nguoi da chét thay cho moi nguoi, thi
moi nguwoi déu chét” (2Cr 5, 14). BAt ctf khi ndo ban cdm
thdy thd d véi st vu clia minh trong th€ gidi, hdy danh mot
khoang thdi gid d€ suy gAm nhitng gi Pidc Giésu da lam cho
ban trén thap gia.

Chiing ta phai ning 10ng vdi nhitng
ngudi chua tin, vi Chia rat quan tdm dén
ho. Tinh yéu khong cho phép chon lva.
Kinh Thénh néi, “Tinh yéu khong biét so
hdi; trdi lai, tinh yéu hoan hdo loai trix s¢
hai” (1Ga 4, 18a). Cha me s€ chay vao
mdt can nha dang chiy d€ cifu con minh
vi tinh yéu danh cho con 16n hon ndi sd
hii cia ho. N&u ban ngin ngai chia sé
Tin Mirg cho nhitng ngudi chung quanh, hiy cu xin Chia dd
diy 1ong ban tinh yéu thuong ho.

Kinh Thanh néi, “Chiia khéng muén cho ai phdi diét vong,
nhung mudn cho moi nguoi di t6i chd dn ndn héi cdi” (2Pr 3,
9). Bao lau ban cdn bi€t mot ngudi chua bi€t Pic Kitd, ban
phdilién 1i cau nguyén cho ho, phuc vu ho trong yéu thuong va
chia sé Tin Mirng cho ho. Bao 1au con mot ngudi trong cOng
dong ban chua thudc vé gia dinh Thién Chda, cong doan clia
ban phdi khong ngirng tim dén véi ho. Cong doan nao khong
mudn tang trudng 12 cong doan dang ndi vé6i thé gidi 1651 nay:
“Cac ngudi ¢ thé xudng hoa nguc!”.
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Ban sé& sin sang 1am gi d€ nhitng ngudi ma ban quen biét
dudc 1én thién dang? Mdi ho dén nha thd? Chia sé cau chuyén
ddiban? Tang ho cudn sach nay? Mdi ho mot bita in? Cau nguyén
cho ho mdi ngay cho dén khi ho dugc ctu do? Canh dong st
ménh clia ban chinh 1a mdi trudng chung quanh ban. Ping bd 16
nhi’'ng cd hdi Chda ban cho ban. Kinh Thanh néi, “Anh em hdy
dn & khon ngoan véi nguoi ngoai; hdy tan dung thoi budi hién
tai” (Cl14,5).

C6 ai dugc 1€n thién dang nhd ban khéng? C6 ai trén thi€n
dang s& dén néi vé6i ban ring, “C4m on anh / chi. Phai ching
nhd su 4n cAn clia anh / chi da chia sé Tin Mirng cho t6i nén t6i
dude & day?”. Thit twdng twong niém vui khi chao d6n nhitng
ngudi trén thién dang, nhitng ngudi ma ban da gidp d5 d€ ho
¢6 mit & d6. On citu d6 ddi dSi cia mdt linh hdn thi quan trong
hon bat ctf diéu gi ban ¢ thé thanh dat trong cudc d5i nay vi
chi con ngudi méi tdn tai mai mai.

Vdi cuén sdch nay, ban da hoc bi€t nim muc dich
Thién Chida danh cho ddi ban trén trdi dat nay: Ngai tao
thanh ban d€ ban 14 mét thanh vién cia gia dinh Ngai, mot
kiéu mdu cia chinh Ngai, mot bai tdn duong cliia vinh quang
Ngai, mOt si gid clia 4n sing Ngai, va 1a moOt thong tin vién
cia Tin Mirng Ngai dé€n vdéi ngudi khdc. Trong ndm muc
dich nay, muc dich thd nim chi c6 thé dudc thuc hién trén
trdn gian. Ban sé tiép tuc hoan thanh bén muc dich kia
trong ¢6i vinh ctru theo m6t cdach nao d6. B6 1a 1y do tai sao
rao gidng Tin Mirng quan trong dén thé; ban chi ¢6 mot
thdi gian ngin d€ chia sé st diép ddi minh va hoan thanh
st ménh ctia ban.

|9
~
[98]
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NGAY BA MUOGI BAY
NGHI VE MUC piCH pOI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tw: Qua t6i, Thién Chiia mudn
néi mot diéu gi d6 vdi thé gidi.

Mt cdu Kinh Thdnh dé nhé: “Hay luén luén
sdn sang trd loi cho bdt ky ai chdt vdn vé niém hy
vong ciia anh em, nhung phdi trd loi cdch hién hoa va
vdi su kinh trong” (1Pr 3, 15b-16).

A A o FA oA x T LAl X ~

Mt cdu hoi dé nghien ngam: Khi t6i ngam nghi

cau chuyén ddi minh, Chia mudn t6i chia sé né vdi
ai?

L ~ <ol
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TRG NEN MOT KITO HUU
DPANG CAP THE GIOI

“Anh em hay di khdp tit phuong thién ha,
loan bdo Tin Mung cho moi loai tho tao”
(Mc 16, 15).

“Cho cd hoan cdu biét duong 16i Chiia,
va muén nudc biét on cieu dé ciia Ngai”
(Tv 67, 2b).

S& Vu Cao Ca la st vu ctia ban.

Ban c¢6 quyén lua chon. Ho#c sé 1a mét Kité hitu ddng
cdp thé gisi hoac s& 1a mot Kitd hiru thé tuc.'s

Céc Kité hitu th€ tuc tim ki€m Thién Chia c6t dé dat
dudc nhitng thanh twu ¢4 nhan. Ho da dudc cttu dd nhung van
quy vé ban than. Ho thich tham du nhitng budi hoa nhac va
nhitng khod hoi thdo 1am giau tri thic, nhung ban sé& khéng
bao gid gap ho trong mdt khoa hdi thio truyén gido bdi ho
chdng quan tAm. L3i cAu nguyén ciia ho tap trung vao nhitng
nhu cAu riéng, nhitng phiic lanh va hanh phic ctia ho. D6 1a

8 Nhitng cuén sich ciia Paul Borthwick, A Mind For Missions (Colorado
Springs: NavPress, 1987) va How to Be a World-Class Christian (Colorado
Springs: Chariot Victor Books, 1993) Ia nhitng sdch ma moi Kit6 hitu nén
tim doc.

MUC DICH #5: BAN PUUC TAO DUNG CHO MOT SU MENH 375



mdt dic tin vu tién “t6i trude”: Chia ¢ thé 1am cho cudc sdng
ciia téi thoai mai hon th€ nao? Ho mudn st dung Thién Chia
cho nhitng muc dich ciia minh thay vi diroc st dung cho nhitng
muc dich ciia Ngai.

Tréi lai, cac Kité hitu ding c4p thé gidi biét ring, ho
dugc cttu d6 @€ phuc vu va dude tao dung cho mdt st ménh.
Ho ndéng 1ong lanh nhan trach vu va han hoan vi didc an
dudc Thién Chida st dung. Cac Kité hitu ding c4p thé gidi
12 nhitng ngudi duy nhat séng dong tran ddy trén hanh tinh
nay. Niém vui, 1ong tu tin, va nhiét thanh cia ho dé 1ay lan
bdi vi ho biét ho dang tao nén mdt su dSi thay. MJi sdng
thic day, ho udc ao Thién Chia hoat ddng ngang qua ho
trong nhitng cach thic tudi méi. Ban thich trd nén hang Kit6
hitu nao day?

Thién Chda mdi goi ban du phan vio mot muc tiéu cao
c4 nhat, bao la nhat, da dang nhat va ¥ nghia nhat trong lich sit
- vuong qudc Ngai.

Lich st 12 cdu chuyén ciia Ngai. Ngai gdy dung gia dinh
Ngai cho ddi doi. Khong gi quan trong
hon va khong gi t6n tai 1au dai hon.
Tur sach Khai Huyén, chiing ta biét s
ménh toan cau cia Thién Chia sé ducc
hoan tat. Mot ngay nao d6, Ménh Lénh
Cao Ca sé& 1a Suv Hoan Tat Cao Ca.
Ngay kia, trén thi€én dang, mot doan
ngudi khong d€m dude w “moi dan,
moi chi toc, moi nudc va moi ngon ngit”
(Kh 7, 9) sé& ding trudc Piic Giésu Kitd d€ phung thd Ngai.
Dan than nhu mot Kité hitu ddng cap thé gidi sé cho phép ban
cAm nghiém trude doi chiit vé thién dang.

Khi Pitc Giésu néi v6i nhitng ké theo Ngai, “hdy di khdp
tr phuong thién ha, loan bdo Tin Mung cho moi loai tho tao”,
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diéu d6 xem ra qué sifc d6i v6i nhém ngudi Palestine nhd bé
ngh¢o hen kia. Phéi ching ho phai di bd hay ¢Gi trén nhing
con vat cham chap? D6 14 tat ca phuong tién ho c6, va lic d6
chura ¢6 tau vudt bién nén thuc su ¢6 nhitng ngén tr vat 1y cho
viéc dén vdi toan thé thé gidi.

Ngay nay, ching ta ¢c6 mdy bay, tau thuy, tau hod, xe buyt,
xe hoi. Th& gidi trd nén nhd bé va nhu co rit lai mdi ngay.
Ban c6 thé bay vuot dai dudng trong vai gid va néu can, trd vé
nha ngay hém sau. Cd hoi danh cho nhitng ngudi Kitd hitu binh
thudng dan than vao céc st vu truyén gido ngin han trén khip
th& gidi ¢6 thé néi 1a v6 han. Moi chan trdi géc bién dang md
ra cho ban - chi cAn b4o vdi nganh du lich. Chiing ta khong thé
bao chita n€u khong loan bdo Tin Mirng.

Gid day véi internet, thé

gidi cang nh6 hon. Bén canh

\{?f‘ dé con c¢é di€n thoai va fax,

Tir xua dén nay, chua bao  bat ctt tin hu niao két ndi
gio viéc chu toan sit ménh  internet ciing c6 thé trao d6i

dén vdi toan thé thé gidi v6i nhitng ngudi khac ¢ moi
lai dé dang nhu thé. quéc gia trén th€ gidi. Ca thé
\/&/7'\ gi6i dang nim trén diu nhitng

ngon tay ban!

Ngay ca nhiu lang mac xa x6i ciing ¢6 dién thu' , nén gid
day ban c¢6 thé thuc hién nhitng cudc néi chuyén “truyén gido
dién thu” vSi nhitng con ngudi & phia bén kia trdi dat ma
khong cin ra khdi nha! Tir xua dén nay, chua bao gid viéc
chu toan st ménh dén vdi toan thé thé gidi lai d& dang nhu
th€. C4c rao cdn I16n khéng con 1a khodng cich, t6n kém
hay di chuyén. Rao cdn duy nh4t 12 161 suy nghi. D€ trd nén
mdt Kité hitu ding c4p thé gidi, ban phai thay d6i cach suy
nghi. Quan diém va thai d6 clia ban phai thay ddi.

MUC DICH #5: BAN PUGC TAO DUNG CHO MOT SU MENH 377



LAMCACHNAO PESUYNGHT
NHU MOT KITO HUU PANG CAP THE GIOI

Hiy chuyén tir 161 suy nghi quy vé minh sang 161 suy nghi
quy vé ngudi khac. Kinh Thanh néi, “Thua anh em, vé mdt
phdn dodn thi dieng séng nhu tré con... nhung phdi la nguoi
trudng thanh” (1Cr 14, 20). Pay 1a buéc dau tién d€ trd nén
mot Kitd hitu ddng cap thé gidi. Tré con chi nghi dén minh;
ngudi trudng thanh nghi dén ngudi khic. Thién Chida doi hdi,
“Méi nguoi ding tim loi ich cho riéng minh, nhung hdy tim lgi
ich cho nguoi khdac” (P12, 4).

Di nhién, day 14 mdt diéu khé vi tr nhién chiing ta d& quy
v¢& minh va hiu nhu t4t ¢ quang cdo déu khuyén khich moi
ngudi nghi dé€n ban than. Phuong thé duy nhat gidp chiing ta ¢6
thé thay d6i 161 suy nghi nay 1a titng budc nuong twa vao Thién
Chida. May thay, Ngai khong dé€ chiing ta chién d&u tu sic
minh. “Phdn chiing ta, ching ta da khong
lanh nhan thdn tri ciia thé’ gian, nhung la
Thdn Khi xudt phdt tic Thién Chiia, dé
nhan biét nhitng dn hué Thién Chiua ban
cho chiing ta” (1Cr 2, 12).

Hay cAu xin Thanh Than gidp ban
bit nghi d&n nhu ciu thiéng liéng clia
nhitng anh chi em chua tin mdi khi néi
chuyén véi ho. Biing céch tap luyén, ban
¢6 thé phat trién théi quen doc thAm nhitng “I5i cAu nguyén
theo hdi thd” cho nhitng ngudi minh gap. Hay néi: “Lay Chda,
xin gidp con hi€u nhitng gi dang ngin trd ngudi ndy nhan biét
Chda”.

Muc dich cla ban 1a xem coi ho dang ding & dau trén
budc dudng thiéng liéng va 1am bat cif nhitng gi c6 thé d€ dem
ho dén gin vdi viéc biét Pic Kité hon. Ban ¢6 thé bit chudc
phuong phép cia thanh Phaold, ngudi da ndi, “Cing nhu toi
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day, trong moi hoan cdnh, t6i c6 gdng lam dep long moi nguoi,
khéng tim ich loi riéng cho téi, nhung cho nhiéu nguoi, dé ho
duoc ciu do” (1Cr 10, 33).

Hiy chuyén tir 16i suy nghi cuc

NGAY BAMUGITAM 15 cang 15i suy nghi toan cdu. Chia
TRONEN 12 Thién Chida hoan vii. Ngai luén dé
MOTKITONUU 5,1 a¢n toan thé thé gidi, “Thién
DANG CAP den toan “ae e giol
THE GIGI Chiia da yéu thé gian dén noi..” (Ga

3, 16). TU ban dau, Thién Chda da

mudn nhitng thanh vién gia dinh Ngai
dén tr moi qudc gia. Kinh Thanh néi, “Tir mét nguoi duy nhdt,
Thién Chiia dd tao thanh toan thé nhén loai, dé ho & trén khdp
mdt dat; Ngai dd vach ra nhitng thoi ky nhdt dinh va nhiing
ranh gidi cho noi & ciia ho. Nhu vay la dé ho tim kiém Thién
Chiia” (Cv 17, 26-27).

Toan ciu ho4, nhiéu qudc gia trén thé gidi da nghi dén.
Céc hang truyén théng va céc tdng cong ty 16n nhat déu 1a
nhitng t§ chifc da qudc gia. Cudc song clia chiing ta da dan dan
hoa nhap vdi cude séng clia nhitng con ngudi thudc cic qudc
gia khéc tlr thdi trang, gidi tri, &m nhac, dén thé thao va ngay
ca cac db #n nhanh.

C6 1& hau hét nhitng trang phuc ma ban dang mic va phan
16n nhitng gi ban An hém nay déu dudc san xuat tai mot quic
gia khac. Ching ta lién ddi v6i nhiéu ngudi khac hon ching ta
tudng.

Nhitng ngay sdng that vui twdi phan khdi. Con s6 Kit hitu
trén thé€ gidi nhiéu hon bao gis hét. Thanh Phaold néi ding,
“Tin Mung nay dang sinh hoa trdi va lén 1én trén toan thé
gidi nhu thé nao, thi noi anh em ciing vdy, tr ngay anh em
duoc nghe néi va nhdan biét an sing ciia Thién Chiia thuc su la
gi” (Cl1,06).

Céch dau tién d€ bt ddu suy nghi mot cach toan ciu la
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cAu nguyén cho nhitng qudc gia dic biét ndo dé. Nhitng Kitd
hitu déng c4p thé gidi cAu nguyén cho th& gidi. Hay c6 mot
qua dia cau hay mdt ban db th& gisi va ciu nguyén theo tén
c4c nude. Kinh Thanh néi, “Con cit xin roi Cha ban ting mudn
ddn nudc ldm sdn

nghiép riéng, toan coi

ddt lam phdn lanh \Q”/‘

dia” (Tv 2, 8).

R Nguoi ta cé thé tir chéi tinh yéu hodc
Cau nguyen 1a  gpise nr siz dicp ciia chiing ta, nhung
ldi/khi quan trong o khéng thé ngdn cdn 1oi cdu nguyén
nhat dé1 v6i st ménh ciia chiing ta.
cia ban trong th&
giGi. Ngudi ta ¢6 thé \47'./\
tr ch6i tinh yéu hoic
khuéc tir sit diép, nhung ho khong thé ngin cin 15i cAu nguyén
clia ching ta. Nhu mot hod tién xuyén luc dia, ban c6 thé
nhdm mot 15i cdu nguyén dén tAm hén ciia mot ngudi nao
dé6 khi ban & cdach ho 10 bd hay 10.000 dam.
Ban nén ciu nguyén diéu gi? Kinh Thanh néi, chiing ta
hay cau nguyén cho c6 nhitng co hoi lam chitng (C14, 3; Rm 1,
10), cho dudc can ddm dé€ néira (Ep 6, 19), cho nhitng ngudi sé
tin (Ga 17, 20), cho st diép dugc nhanh chéng loan truyén (2Tx
3, 1) va cho ¢6 thém nhiéu thg gat (Mt 9, 38). LJi cau nguyén
gitip ban dong hanh véi bao tdm hdn trén toan thé gidi.

Ban con phai cau nguyén cho cic thira sai va tat ca nhitng
ai dang dan than trong cdnh ddng truyén gido trén khip th&
gi6i. Thanh Phaold néi véi nhitng ngudi cAu nguyén cho ngai,
“Hay ldy loi cdu nguyén ma tro gitip chiing t6i” (2Cr 1, 11). Néu
mudn c6 thém nhitng gdi ¥ cau nguyén cho thé gidi va cho cac
thg gét, xem Phu truong 2.

Mot phuong thé khac d€ phat trién 16i suy nghi toan cau
12 hay doc va theo doi tin tifc véi “nhitng ddi mit St Vu Cao
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C4”. O dau ¢6 ddi thay hay xung dot, ban biét chic ring, Chda
s& diing bién c6 d6 d€ dem ngudi ta d€n gan Ngai hon. Con
ngudi d& ti€p nhan Thién Chda nhat khi ho cang thing hay khi
ho dang & trong giai doan chuyén ti€p. Do t6c dd bi€n chuyén
ngay cang gia ting trén thé gidi, nén cang ngay, cang c6 nhiéu
ngudi md 1ong minh 14ng nghe Tin Mirng hon bao gid hét.
Céch t6t nhat d€ thay ddi cach suy nghi 1a ban chi cin
ding 1én va tham gia mot du 4n truyén gido ngdn han tai mot
qudc gia nao d6! Khong gi thay thé dugc viée thuc hanh, dé 1a
kinh nghiém s6ng thuc tién trong mot nén vin hoa khac. Hay
dirng viéc hoc héi va thio luan vé st ménh clia ban, chi can
bt tay vao viéc! Toi khuyén khich ban dan than dén cliing vao
cong viéc dé. Trong Cong Vu Tdéng Pé 1, 8, Pic Giésu cho
chiing ta mot phuong thite dan than: “Anh em sé nhdn duoc sitc
manh ciia Thdanh Thdn khi Ngai ngw xuéng trén anh em. Bdy
gio anh em sé la chitng nhan ciia Thdy
tai Giérusalem, trong khdp cdc mién
Giudé, Samari va cho dén tén cung trdi
dat”. Nhitng ké theo Ngai phdi tim dén
cong dong cia minh (Giérusalem), dén
v4i dat nuéc minh (Giudé), dén véi cac
nén van ho4 khac (Samaria), dén véi
ciac qudc gia khic (khidp noi trén thé
giGi). Hay luu ¥, st ménh cia ching ta
phéi Iam cing mot ldc chi kh6ng 1am
trng bude. Trong khi khdng phai ai ai cing duge dn lam thira
sai, thi moi Kitd hitu déu dudc mdi goi thuc thi st ménh truyén
gido doi véi ca bon ddi trgng nay theo mot cich thife ndo dé.
Ban c6 phai 12 mot Kitd hitu cdia Cong Vu Tong P 1, 8 khong?
Hay dit muc tiéu cho viéc tham gia mot du 4n truyén
gido d6i vdi tirng d61 tigng da duge néi dén. Tdi khuyén khich
ban danh dum va lam bat ct diéu gi d€ c6 thé tham gia mot
chuyén truyén gido ngén han dén cac nuSc khic cang sdm cang
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t6t. HAu nhv moi t8 chifc truyén gido déu c6 thé gitip ban thuc
hién diéu nay. Viéc ra di sé giip ban md rong tAm hdn, md
rong tam nhin, m3 rong niém tin, do siu long thuong cdm va
dd ddy tdm hén ban mot niém vui ma ban chua titng cam nhan.
bay chinh 1a budc ngodt ddi ban.

Hay chuyén tir 161 suy nghi “& ddy va bay gio” sang 161
suy nghi doi doi. PE tan dung t6i da thdi gian cia ban trén
trAn gian, ban phai luén c6 mot cai nhin trong vién canh dsi
doi. Piu nay gitip ban khdi quan trong ho4 nhitng van d¢ nhé
va biét phan biét diéu gi khan thiét, diéu gi t6i hau. Thanh
Phaold néi, “Vi thé, chiing ta méi khéng chii tdm dén nhitng su
vat hitu hinh, nhung dén nhiing thuc tai vé hinh. Qud vay, nhiing
su vat hitu hinh thi chi tam thoi, con nhitng thuc tai vo hinh mdi
t6n tai vinh vién” (2Cr 4, 18).

Chiing ta da phi sdc vao nhitng viéc ma chi mdt nim sau,
né khong con quan trong, chi dirng néi dén di doi. Pirng d6i
cudc ddi ban d€ 14y nhitng gi tam bg chéng qua. Piic Giésu
néi, “Ai dd tra tay cdm cay ma con ngodi lai ddng sau, thi
khong thich hop vdi Nudc Thién Chiia” (Lc 9, 62). Thanh Phaold
khuyén cdo, “Ké hudng ding ciia cdi doi nay, hdy lam nhuw chdng
hudng. Vi bé mdt thé gian nay dang bién di” (1Cr 7, 31).

Ban dang d€ diéu gi can 161 ban thi hanh st ménh? Piéu gi
dang ngan can ban trd nén mot Kitd hitu ddng cap thé gidi? Du
dé 1a gi di ntra, hay ri b né! “Chiing ta hdy cdi b moi gdnh
ndng va téi 16i dang tréi buéc minh” (Dt 12, 1b).

Dic Gi€su bao ching \vﬁ,‘/‘
ta, “Hay tich tri¥ cho minh )
nhitng kho tang trén troi”  “Ban khong thé mang theo no” - )
(Mt 6, 20a). Lam thé nao  nhung Kinh Thanh ndi, ban cé thé
dé thuc hién didu d6? Mot~ & nd di trude bang cdch dau tie
trong nhitng ciu néi gy  vao nhing ngudi dang di dén do!

hi€u 14m nhat cia Pic - ‘/1/’?/\
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Giésu 1a: “Phdn Thdy, Thdy bdo cho anh em biét: hdy ding
Tién Ciia bdt chinh ma tao 14y ban be, phong khi hét tién hét
bac, ho sé don rudc anh em vao noi & vinh cuu” (Lc 16, 9). Buc
Giésu khong c6 ¥ néi ban hdy dung tién clia ma “mua” ban
hitu. Piéu Ngai muén néi 1a ban hiy diing tién clia Chda ban
dé dem nhitng ngudi khac dén véi Ngai. Ho sé trd thanh nhitng
ban hitu trong c6i1 ddi doi, cling 1a nhirng ngudi s€ chao dén
ban trén thién dang! P6 sé 1a sy dau tu tién cda tét nhat cia
ban.

C6 1& ban da tirng nghe: “Ban khong thé mang theo né” -
nhung Kinh Thanh néi, ban c¢6 thé giti né di true bing cich
dau tr vao nhitng ngudi dang di dén dé! “Nhu vay ho tich trit
cho minh moét von liéng viing chdc cho twong lai, dé dugc sw
séng that” (1Tm 6, 19).

P& hoan thanh s vy, hily chuyén tir 16i suy nghi bao
chita sang 16i suy nghi sang tao. N&u ban sin sang, ban luén
¢6 céch dé thuc hién va cac td chie s ludn gitip ban. Pay la
mot vai 161 bao chita thudng gap:

o “T6i chi néi duoc tiéng Anh”. Thuc ra, day lai 12 mot 16i
thé tai nhiéu qudc gia, ndi ma hang triéu ngudi dang
mudn hoc va néng 1dng thyc hanh Anh ngf.

o “T6i khong c6 gi dé cong hién cda”. C6, ban ¢ chit! Moi
kha ning va kinh nghiém ndi ban déu c¢6 thé dugc sit
dung & mot ndi nao do.

o “Téi qud gia (hodc qud tré)”. Hau hét cac t8 chite déu ¢
nhitng dv 4n ngén han phit hdp vdi tirng Ifa tudi.

Du d6 14 ba Sara vién ¢6 minh qué gia d€ Chiia ding hay
Giérémia vién c6 1a qué tré, Ngai vin khong chip nhan 15i
bao chita. “Buic Chiia phdn vdi téi: ‘Dung ndi nguoi con tré! Ta
sai nguoi di ddu, nguoi cit di; Ta truyén cho nguoi ndi gi, nguoi
cit néi. Dimng so chiing, vi Ta & véi nguoi dé gidi thodt nguoi’ -
sdm ngoén cia Puc Chiia” (Gr 1, 7-8).

|95
o]
[98]
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C6 1& ban tin ring, ban cAn mdt 151 “mdi goi” dic biét tir
Thién Chia va ban dang chd mdt cAm nhin hay mét kinh
nghi¢m si¢u nhién. Vay ma Thién Chida khdng nging lap di
lap lai 181 mdi goi d6. Tdt cd ching ta dugc mdi goi hoan
thanh nam muc dich ddi minh: d€ thd phugng, d€ song than
tinh, d€ nén gidng Pic Kitd, d€ phuc vu va d€ thi hanh st
ménh véi Chia trong th€ gidi. Thién Chida khéng chi mudén
diing mét vai con dan cia Ngai; Ngai mudn dung d? cd moi
ngudi. T4t ca chiing ta dudc kéu goi d€ chu toan st ménh cho
Chida. Ngai mudn toan th€ Hoi Thanh cia Ngai dem toan bo
Tin Mirng dén véi toan ¢di thé gidi."

Nhiéu Kité hitu bé qua k& hoach cda Thién Chda danh
cho d3i minh chi vi thdm chi ho khdng bao gi5 hdi Thién Chiia
xem Ngai ¢c6 mudn ho din than phuc vu nhu mdt thira sai &
mot ndi nao d6 khdong. Hoac do sg hai, hodc do thd d, ca hai
diéu nay da tr dong déng kin 1ong tri ho
trudc kha nang ho ¢6 thé phuc vu nhu
mot thira sai thudng trd tai mot khu vue
da vin hoa. N&u ban bi cdm dd ndi
khong, ban phai coi lai cdc phuong thidc
va khé nang khéac nhau ma ban dang cé
(diéu nay s& 1am ban ngac nhién) va ban
phai nghiém tic cau nguyén va héi Chiia
xem Ngai mudn ban lam gi trong nhitng
nim sip t6i. Ai cling biét, trong thdi
diém néng béng hién nay ciia lich st, cAn ¢6 dé€n hang ngan
thira sai thudng tri d&n than khi bao cénh ctta dang rong md
nhu chua tirng thay trude day.

Néu ban mudn nén gidng Pic Giésu, hdy ¢6 mot tdm

19 Tt Giao Udc Lausanne (1974).
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1ong cho c4 thé€ gidi. Ban khong duge phép hai 1ong véi chi gia
dinh va mdt s6 ban be dang dén véi Pic Kitd. Con hon 6 ty
ngudi trén thé gidi va Pic Giésu mudn tim lai td? cd con cai
da hu mat. Ngai néi, “Qud vdy, ai mudn citu mang séng minh,
thi sé mdt; con ai liéu mdt mang séng minh vi t6i va vi Tin
Mirng, thi sé citu dugc mang séng dy” (Mc 8, 35). S& Vu Cao
C4 chinh 12 st vu ciia ban va chu toan phan vu ciia minh 13 bi
quyét dé€ cudc sdng c6 ¥ nghia.

NGAY BA MUGI TAM
NGHI VE MUC biCH POI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tu: St Vu Cao Ca 1a sif vu ciia toi.

Mot cau Kinh Thdanh dé nhé: “Nguyén Chiia Troi
du thuong va chiic phiic, xin tod dnh tén nhan rang
ngoi trén chiing con, cho cd hoan cdu biét duong 16i
Chiia, va muén nudc biét on citeu do ciia Ngai” (Tv 67,
2-8).

Mot cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: T6i cin phai chudn
bi nhitng gi d€ tham gia mot cude truyén gido ngin
L han trong nam t&i?

/&\L
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QUAN BIiNH CUOC SONG CUA BAN

“Anh em hdy cdn than
xem xét cdch dn nét & ciia minh,
ditng séng nhu ké kho dai,
nhiung hdy séng nhu nguoi khén ngoan”
(Ep 5, 15).

“Tha chiu khd vi lam viéc lanh,
néu dé la y cia Thién Chiia,
con hon la vi lam diéu dc”
(1Pr 3, 17).

Phiic thay ai quan binh, ho s€ s6ng 1au hon moi ngudi.

Mot trong nhitng bd mdn clia Th& Van Hoi mua he 1a
cudc thi nAm moén phdi hdp. Noi dung nim mdn dé 1a: bin
sting, dau ki€m, dua ngua, chay va boi. Muc tiéu cda van dong
vién l1a phai dat thanh tich & ¢4 nim ndi dung chd khdng chi mot
hoac hai mon.

Cudc ddi cia ban 13 mot cude thi gdm nam muc dich ma
ban phai gi quin binh. Cac muc dich nay da dugc thuc hanh
bdi cac Kito hitu dau tién trong sach Cong Vu Téng P chuong
2, dugc thanh Phaold giai thich trong thu Ephéso chuong 4 va
dudce bic Gi€su lam guong trong Tin Mirng thanh Gioan chuong
17; nhung ching dugc tém tit trong Piéu Ran Trong Nhat va Si
Vu Cao C4a ctia Ngai. Hai ciu nay cfing tom tit toan bd noi dung
cudn sich nay - nam muc dich Thién Chida danh cho ddi ban:
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1. “Yéu mén Thién Chida hét long”: Ban dudc tao dung
cho niém vui ctia Thién Chda, nén muc dich ctia ban 1a
yéu mén Ngai qua viéc tho phuong.

2. “Yéu nguoi than can nhu chinh minh”: Ban dugc tao
dung d€ phuc vu, nén muc dich cia ban 14 thé hién long
yéu mén nhitng ngudi khic qua viéc thi hanh si vu.

3. “Di va lam cho h¢ nén mdn dé ”: Ban dudc tao dung
dé thi hanh mot s& ménh, nén muc dich cia ban 1a chia
sé st di€p cida Thi€n Chia qua viéc loan bdo Tin Ming.

4. “Rifa tdi cho ho...”: Ban dudc tao dung d€ séng trong
gia dinh Thién Chia, nén muc dich ctia ban 1a nén mot
vS1 HO1 Thanh Ngai qua su hiép thong.

5. “Day ho lam mei diéu ...”: Ban dudc tao dung dé€ nén
gidng Pic Kitd, nén muc dich cla ban 14 16n 1&n dén
chd trudng thanh qua doi séng ciia nguoi mon dé.

Ban sé trd nén mot Kitd hitu cao ca khi din than tron ven

cho Piéu Ran Trong Nhat va St Vu Cao Ca.

Gitt quan binh nim muc dich nay qua 14 diéu khong dé.

Tat ca chiing ta ¢6 khuynh huéng qua nhAn manh dén muc dich
ma chiing ta say mé nhat
dang khi xao lang nhirng

\ﬂ/"/‘ - muc dich khac. Céc cdng
doan cling ¢6 khuynh huéng
d6. Nhung ban c6 thé gii

quan binh ddi minh va di

diing huéng bing c4ch tham
gia vao mdt nhém nhd, §
‘[JJ’\ dé moi ngudi cd trdch

nhiém qua viéc thudng

xuyén lugng gi4 doi séng thiéng liéng cla minh, ghi nhan nhitng
ti€n bd ban than trong mdt nhat ky va chuyén trao nhitng gi
ban da hoc dugc cho nhitng ngudi khéc. Pay 13 bon hoat dong

Ban sé trd nén mét Kité hitu
cao cd khi dan thén tron ven
cho Diéu Rdan Trong Nhat
va St Vu Cao Ca.
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quan trong d6i véi mot ddi séng theo diing muc dich. Néu ban
nghiém tic trong viéc di ding hudng, ban cin phat trién nhitng
th6i quen nay.

Chia sé tAm tinh v6i mét ban déng hanh thiéng liéng
hay mot nhém nhé. Céch t6t nhat d€ ghi nhd nhitng nguyén
tic trong cudn sach nay 1a thio luan ching véi ngudi khéc
trong m6 hinh mot nhém nhd. Kinh Thanh néi, “Sdt bén nho
sdt, con nguoi nén sdc bén nho ban bé¢” (Cn 27, 17). Chiing ta
hoc dugc nhiéu nhat trong cdng doan. Ly tri ching ta sic bén
va niém x4c tin clia ching ta nén siu sic nhd cic cudc trao
dai.

Toi tha thiét ¢d vii ban quy tu mot
nhém nhé va 1am thanh m6t nhém doc
“S6ng Theo Ping Muc Pich” d€ mdi
tuan doc lai cac chuong nay. Hay thio
luan vé nhitng bai hoc va 4p dung trong
mdi chudng. Hay hdi “Vay thi sao?”
va “Lam gi bay gid?”, “Piéu nay c¢é
nghia gi vdéi t61, gia dinh t61 va Ho1
Thénh clia ching ta?”. T6i s€ lam gi
vé diéu nay? Thanh Phaold néi, “Nhitng gi anh em dd hoc hdi,
... thi hdy dem ra thuc hanh” (P14, 9). Trong Phu truong 1, ban
s& ¢ cédc ciu hdi thao luan da dude chuin bi cho cdc nhém
nhd hodc cac 16p hoc ngay Chia Nhat.

M6t nhém nhd cing doc sé dem lai nhitng 1gi ich ma mot
cudn sach tr né khong thé cung cip. Ban c6 thé cho va nhan
nhitng ¥ twdng phan héi vé nhitng gi ban hoc dugc. Ban c6 thé
thao luan nhitng vi du trong ddi thudng. Ban c¢6 thé cAu nguyén,
dong vién va nang d& nhau nhu khi ban bit dau séng cho nhitng
muc dich nay. Hay nhd, phéi ciing nhau 16n 1€n ch& khoéng 16n
1én riéng 1¢. Kinh Théanh ndi, “Vi thé’ anh em hdy an iii nhau va
xdy dung cho nhau; nhw anh em van lam” (1Tx 5, 11). Sau khi
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ban da ciing nhém doc qua cudn sach nay, ban c¢6 th€ tim doc
thém nhitng nghién cttu S6ng Theo Ping Muc Pich danh cho
céc 16p va cac nhém (xem Phu truong 2).

T6i ciing dong vi€n ban tv hoc hdi Kinh Thanh. Téi da
ghi chi hon mo6t ngan cau Kinh Thanh dugc dung trong séach
nay dé gitip ban nghién cifu trong van mach ciia chiing. P& gitt
can d6i do dai cda cac chuong cho phu hgp véi viée doc mdi

ngay nén t6i khong thé gidi thich

i ) van mach hap din cla hau hét céc

NG{‘Y BA\MUOI CH}N cau Kinh Thanh dudgc dung. Nhung
QUAN BINH CUQC  pghién cttu Kinh Thanh thi phai
SONG CUA BAN nghién ctu ting doan, tirng chuong

va tham chi ¢4 cudn sach. Cudn Per-

sonal Bible Study Methods ctia t6i

¢6 thé gitp ban thém vé& phuong phép nghién citu Kinh Thanh.

Thudng xuyén kiém di€m doi s6ng thiéng liéng cta ban.
Céch t6t nhat &€ gudn binh nam muc dich d5i ban 1 hay tw danh
gia theo dinh ky. Thi€n Chda coi trong théi quen tv minh ddnh
gi4. Trong Kinh Thanh, it nita nim 14n, chiing ta dugc nhic nhd
phai tric nghiém va ki€ém diém tinh trang linh hdn minh (Ac 3,
40; 1Cr 11, 28-31; 13, 5; G1 6, 4). Kinh Thanh néi, “Anh em hdy
tw xét xem minh cé con séng trong diic tin hay khong. Hay tu
kiém diém. Anh em chdng nhdn thdy la cé Pitc Giésu Kité &
trong anh em sao? Trit phi anh em dd thua trong cudc kiém diém
nay” (2Cr 13, 5).

DBé ¢6 sitc khoé thé 1y, ban cAn déu dan gap mot bac si,
ngudi c6 thé€ thAim dinh nhitng d4u hiéu sic khoé - huyét ap,
nhiét do, trong lwong... Vi stic khoé phan hon ciing vay, ban can
kiém diém déu dan nam diu chiéng quan trong cda viéc thd
phugng, tinh than hitu, trudng thanh nhan didc, thi hanh st vu
va stt ménh. Giérémia khuyén béo, “Moi néo duong ciia ta, ta
hdy xem di xét lai va tré vé ciing Pitc Chiia” (Ac 3, 40).
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Tai H61 Thanh Saddleback, ching t6i 4p dung mdt phudng
phép tv danh gia kha don gidn von da gitip hang ngan ngudi di
ding muc dich ctia Thién Chda. Néu ban muén ¢ mot ban,
hay email cho t61 (xem Phu trudng 2). Ban sé ngac nhién khi
phudng phap nhd bé nay gitip ban bi€t quan binh cudc séng
cach lanh manh va truéng thanh. Thanh Phaol6 thidc giuc, “Vdy
nay anh em hdy hoan thanh céng cudc dé, dé nhw anh em dd
heng hdi quyét dinh thé nao, thi ciing tuy khd ndng ma hoan
thanh nhw vay” (2Cr 8, 11).

Viét ra sy tién tri€n cta ban trong nhat ky. Céch 6t
nhat @€ ciing ¢4’ mic tién trién cla ban trong viéc hoan thanh
nhirng muc dich Thi€n Chida danh cho ddi minh la hay duy tri
viéc vi€t nhat ky thiéng liéng. Pay khong phai 1a nhat ky cac
bi€n c¢6 nhung 13 ghi nhan nhitng bai hoc cudc sdng ma ban
khong mudn quén. Kinh Thanh néi, “Vi thé, chiing ta cang phdi
chii tdm hon nita vao nhitng loi dd nghe, kéo bi cudn tréi di
mdt” (Dt 2, 1). Ching ta nhé nhitng gi ching ta ghi.

Viéc ghi chép lam sdng té nhitng gi Thién Chia dang thuc
hién trong ddi ban. Dawson Trotman tirng néi: “Céc y tudng
tv g3 161 khi ching di qua c4c ngén tay clia ban”. Kinh Thénh
cling duwa ra mot vai vi du vé viéc Thién Chda néi dan Ngai
phai duy tri mot nhat ky thiéng liéng, “Ong Mdisen ghi lai
nhitng diém khdéi hanh cho timg chdng duong theo 1énh ciia Diic
Chiia. Ddy la nhitng chdng dwong ciia ho, dwa theo cdc diém
khdi hanh” (Ds 33, 2). Ban kh6ng vui khi Méisen vang 1énh
Chia ghi lai hanh trinh thiéng liéng cia Israel sao? Néu 6ng
1udi biéng, hén ching ta da mat bao bai hoc gi4 tri clia bién c&
XuAt Hanh.

Pang khi nhat ky thiéng 1liéng clia ban khong duge doc
rong rdi nhu cda Mdisen, né van quan trong. Ban dich New
International Version chép ring: “Mdisen ghi lai nhitng chdng
duong trong hanh trinh ciia ho”. Cudc ddi cliia ban 1a m6t hanh
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trinh va 12 mot hanh trinh ddng viét ra. T6i hy vong ban sé&
viét v& nhitng chiang dudng trong hanh trinh thiéng liéng clia
minh khi séng theo diing muc dich.

Purng chi viét nhitng gi ban thich. Nhuw Pavit, ban ciing
viét ra nhitng nghi ngd, sd hai va ¢4 nhitng cudc chién dau véi
Thién Chiia. Nhitng bai hoc 16n nhit clia ching ta dén tr dau
khd va Kinh Thanh néi, Thién Chiia nhan 14y nhitng giot nudc
mit cla chiing ta (Tv 56, 8). HE khi nao céc bién ¢ xay dén,
ban hay nhd, Thi€n Chda dang dung
ching d€ hoan thanh ¢d nim muc
dich ddi ban: Céc bién ¢d 1am ban
tap trung vé Thién Chia, dem ban
dén gan nhitng ngudi khac trong tinh
than, xdy dung nhi*rng tdm tinh nén
gidng Pic Kitd, tao cho ban mot co
hoi thi hanh s vu va rdi, ban s& c6
mdt ching tr. Mdi bi€n cd déu c6
muc dich cia né.

Giita dau thuong, tac gid Thanh Vinh viét, “Doi nay phdi
ghi lai cho doi sau dugc biét, dan hdu sinh phdi ca tung Chiia
Troi” (Tv 102, 18). Ban mic nd cac thé hé mai sau vé viéc gin
gift chitng tr 1am th& niao Thién Chda da gitp ban hoan thanh
nhitng muc dich clia Ngai trén trdi d4t nay. D6 1a mdt 15i
chitng s& con dudc ti€p tuc nhic dén ca sau khi ban Ién thién
dang.

Hay chia sé nhitng gi ban biét cho ngudi khac. Néu ban
mudn tiép tuc 16n 1én, cach t6t nhat d€ hoc héi thém 12 chia sé
nhirng gi ban hoc dugc. Sdch Cham Ngon néi véi ching ta, “Ngai
rong luong dugc phuong phi béo t6t, chinh ké cho udng lai duoc
uéng thod thué” (Cn 11, 25). Ai biét chia sé nhitng hi€u biét clia
minh, s& nhan dudc nhiéu hon tir Thién Chia.

Vi da bi€t muc dich cudc s6ng, nén trach nhiém cda ban 1a
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mang st di€p dé cho nhitng ngudi khic. Thién Chia dang mdi
goi ban trd nén s gia cia Ngai. Thanh Phaol6 ndi, “Nhitng gi
anh dd nghe t6i néi trudc mdt nhiéu nhdn chimg, thi hday trao
lai cho nhitng nguoi tin cdn, nhitng nguoi cé khd ndng day cho
ké khdc” (2Tm 2, 2). Trong cudn sich nay, t6i giti d€n ban tat
ca nhitng gi ngudi khac

da day t6i vé muc dich \{?/‘

cudc s6ng; nay, bén\phéln Ban mdc ng cdc thé h¢ mai sau
cia ban 1a lam di€u d6 & vigce gin giiF chimg ur lam thé

cho nhitng ngudi khac. nao Thién Chiia da giiip ban
C6 1é ban biét cd hoan thanh nhitng muc dich ciia
traim ngudi chua bit dén Ngai trén trdi ddt nay.

muc dich cudc s6éng. Hay - \4}\

chia sé nh®*ng chéan ly

nay cho con cdi, ban be&, 161 x6m va dong nghiép cia ban. Néu
ban trao cudn sich nay cho mot ngudi ndo d6, hay ghi thém
mdt vai luu ¥ riéng clia ban vao trang dé ting.

Ban cang hi€u biét nhiéu, Thién Chia cang mong mdi
ban ding tri thitc d6 d€ trg giip nhitng ngudi khac. Thanh
Giacobé néi, “Vay ké nao biét lam diéu t6t ma khéng chiu lam
thi mdc t6i” (Ge 4, 17). Tri thic gia tang trdch nhiém. Nhung
thong chuyén muc dich cudc séng thi con hon ci mot ddi budc;
dé 12 mot trong nhitng dic 4n cao c4 nhat cia cudc ddi. Thiy
tudng turgng, the gidi sé bién d6i bi€t bao néu moi ngudi déu
bi€t muc dich cudc séng cia ho. Thanh Phaold néi, “Néu anh
trinh bay cho anh em nhitng diéu 4y, thi anh sé la mét nguoi
phuc vu t6t ciia Puc Kité Giésu” (1Tm 4, 6a).

TAT CA CHO VINH QUANG CHUA

Ly do chiing ta chuyén trao nhitng gi minh d hoc dugc 1a
vi vinh quang Thién Chda va sy 16n 1én clia vuong qudc Ngai.
Pém trude ngay chiu déng dinh, Pic Gi€su da twdng trinh lai
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v6i Chda Cha, “Phdn con, con dd tén vinh Cha & dudi dat, khi
hoan tdt céng trinh Cha da giao cho con lam” (Ga 17, 4). Khi
thua 1&én nhitng 15i nay, Pic Giésu chua phai chét vi 161 151
ching ta, vay thi Ngai da hoan tat “cong trinh” nao? Trong
trudng hdp nay, Ngai dang lién twdng d&n mot diu gi d6 khac
hon 14 sy cttu chudc. CAu trd 151 nim & nhitng gi Ngai néi
trong hai muoi cau sau 161 nguyén d6 (Ga 17, 6-26).

Pitc Giésu di néi v6i Cha Ngai vé nhitng gi Ngai da thuc
hién trong ba nam cudi ddi: chuén bi cAc m6n dé minh s6ng cho
nhitng muc dich ctia Ngai. Ngai gitip ho nhan biét va yéu mén
Thién Chia (thd phuong), day cho ho biét yéu thuong nhau (tinh
than 4i), trao cho ho LJi @€ ho 16n 1én dén chd trudng thanh
(tinh m6n dé), chi cho ho cédch thic phuc vu (s vu) va sai ho
di loan truyén cho nhitng ngudi khic (st ménh). Pic Giésu
da néu guong sang vé mdt ddi song theo ding muc dich va
Ngai cling day cho ngudi khac phuong c4ch séng d6. P6 chinh 1a
“cOng trinh” dem lai vinh quang cho Thién Chda.

H6m nay, Thién Chia ciing dang mdi goi mdi ngudi
ching ta 1am c6ng viéc d6. Ngai khong chi mudn ching ta
song cho nhitng muc dich ctia Ngai, nhung con muén chiing ta
gitip nhitng ngudi khdc s6ng nhv thé. Thién Chiia mudn
chiing ta din dit ngudi khdc dén véi Pic Giésu, dua ho vao
trong su hiép thong, gitip ho 16n 1€n, trudng thanh va khdam
ph4 vi tri phuc vu clia ho va rdi, ciing gii ho dén vdi nhitng
nguGi khéac nira.

Pay 14 toan bd ndi dung ddi sdng theo ding muc dich. Du
& Ita tudi ndo, nhitng ngay ddi con lai ¢6 thé 1a nhitng ngay
thang t6t dep nhat clia d5i ban, va ban ¢6 thé bit ddu séng cho
muc dich ngay hom nay.

98]
O
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NGAY BA MUGI CHIN
NGHI VE MUC piCH pOI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tu: Phiic cho ai biét quan binh
cudc song.

Mot cdu Kinh Thdanh dé nhé: “Anh em hdy cdn
thdn xem xét cdch dn nét & ciia minh, dimg séng nhu
ké kho dai, nhung hdy séng nhu nguoi khéon ngoan”
(Ep 5, 15).

Mt cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: Mot trong bon hoat
ddng ndo ma ti sé bat diu thuc hién d€ di ding huéng
va gilf quan binh nam muc dich Thién Chida danh cho
L daoi t61?

b > S
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SONG THEO PUNG MUC PiCH

“Long con nguoi dp i bao du tinh,
duy ké hoach ciia Ditc Chiia mdi truong tén”
(Cn 19, 21).

“Vua Pavit...
phuc vu y dinh ciia Thién Chiia trong doi 6ng’
(Cv 13, 36).

’

S6ng theo diing muc dich 1a cach th€ duy nhat dé€ séng dich
thire. Moi 161 s6ng khéc chi 14 s6ng don thun.

HAu hét moi ngudi déu thao thitc vé ba van d€ can ban
clia cudc sdng. Thit nhat 1a cdn tinh: “T6i 1a ai?”. Thit hai 1a
tdm quan trong: “Tdi c6 dang k€ khong?”. Thit ba 14 dnh hudng:
“Pau la chd ding cida t6i trong cude ddi?”. Cau tra 15i cla ba
van dé€ d6 dugc tim thay trong nim muc dich Thién Chda danh
cho ddi ban.

Tai phong Tiéc Ly, khi k&t thic ngay cudi cliing st vu cia
Ngai v4i cac mon dé, Pic Giésu da rira chan cho ho nhu mot
mAu guong va néi, “Anh em dd biét nhitng diéu dé, néu anh em
thuc hanh, thi that phiic cho anh em!” (Ga 13, 17). Khi biét
diéu Chiia mudn ban 1am, phic lanh sé& dén trén ban néu ban
thuc hién diéu d6. Khi chiing ta cing nhau két thic hanh trinh
b6én mudi ngay nay va vi bi€t dude nhitng muc dich Thién Chida
danh cho ddi minh, thi ban ciing sé& dudc chic phiic néu ban
thue hién nhitng muc dich doé!
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C6 1& diéu nay mudn néi, ban sé ngung 1Am mot vai cong
viée nao d6. C6 rat nhiu diéu “t6t” ban ¢ thé 1am trong
cudc sdng, nhung nhitng muc dich ctia Thién Chiia 14 nam diéu
quan trong nhat thi ban phdi 1am. That khong may, ching ta
dé phan tAm va quén di nhitng gi quan trong nhat, ching ta dé
xao lang vdi nhitng gi dang k€ nhat va tir tir tréch hudng. PE
ngin ngira diéu nay, ban cin c6 mdt tuyén ngdn muc dich cudc
song va thudng xuyén 6n di 6n lai.

TUYEN NGON MUC PiCH SONG LA Gi?

D6 12 181 ¥ lc song tém tit nhitng muc dich Thién Chida
danh cho ddi ban. Theo céch néi cia minh, hay khing dinh
cam két ctia ban vé nim muc dich Thién Chida danh cho dsi
ban. Mot tuyén ngdén muc dich séng
khéng phai 1a danh sdch cdc muc
tiéu. Muc ti€u chi tam thdi, muc dich
mdi 1a vinh ciu. Kinh Thénh ndi,
“Chuwong trinh Chiia ngan ndm bén
vitng, vy dinh ciia long Ngai van kiép
truong ton” (Tv 33, 11).

D6 12 16i ¥ lyc song dinh huéng
doi ban. Viét ra nhitng muc dich clia
ban trén gidy s& gidp ban céich dic
biét nghi d&n huéng di d¥i minh. Kinh Thanh néi, “Duong con
di, h@y san cho phdng, udc chi moi néo con budc dugc an toan”
(Cn 4, 26). Mot tuyén ngdén muc dich séng khong chi néi ro
nhitng gi ban ¢6 ¥ dinh 1am vdi thdi gid, cudc sdng va tién bac
cia minh nhung con xac dinh ca nhitng gi ban sé khdng lam.
Sach Cham Ngoén néi, “Nguoi hiéu biét chi nhdm dén khén
ngoan, con nguoi ngu dé mdt khdp cing troi cuéi dat” (Cn 17,
24).

D6 14 161 ¥ Iyc sdng xdc dinh “thanh cong” cho ban. Ldi
dé néi 1€n nhitng gi ban tin 1a quan trong, chié khéng phai nhirng
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gi th€ gian néi 1a quan trong. L&i d6 1am sdng t6 nhitng gi 1a
gia tri d6i v6i ban. Thanh Phaold néi, “Diéu téi khdn khodn
nai xin, la cho long mén ciia anh em ngay thém doi dao, khién
anh em duoc on hiéu biét va tai truc gidc siéu nhién, dé nhan ra
cdi gi la t6t hon” (P11, 9-10a).

D6 12 101 y luc séng lam ro vai tro cua ban. Ban sé ddm
nhan nhiu vai trd khac nhau & nhitng giai doan khac nhau
trong cudc sdng, nhung cidc muc dich cia ban thi khong bao gio
thay ddi. Ching 16n hon bat cif vai trd nao ban c6.

P6 1a 16 ¥ luc song thé hién dinh dang cta ban. Ldi dé
phan 4nh nhitng dudng 161 duy nhat Thién Chia tao thanh ban
dé ban phung su Ngai.

Ban hdy danh thdi gid viét ra tuyén ngdn muc dich sdng
cda minh. PUrng tim cach lam cho xong, ciing dirng hy vong
that hoan hao ngay ban thdo diu tién. Ban chi cin vi€t xudng
that nhanh c4c y twéng khi chiing vira xuat hién. Chinh stta thi
ludn d& hon sang tao. PAy 14 nam ciu hdi ban cin dit ra khi
chuén bi viét y Iuc séng clia minh.

NAM VAN P LGN NHAT CUA CUOC POL

Trung tém cudc doi toi sé 1a gi? Pay 14 cau hdi vé viée tho
phuong. Ban sé sdng cho
ai? Ban s& lam gi d& xay
dung di minh? Ban ¢6 \&-
minh Xoay quanh nghé doi ban, ban tho phugng Ngai.
nghiép, gia dinh, thé Khi Ngai khong ¢ do, ban lo du.
thao, thd vui, tién bac, -
vui choi hay nhiéu hoat \%
dong khéc. TAt ca déu 6t nhung chiing khong thé 1a trung tAm
doi ban duge. Khong gi manh mé di dé nim giw d5i ban mdt
khi n6 tan v3. Ban cAn ¢6 mot trung tdm khong chuyén lay.
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Vua Asa bao dan Giuda hay “tim kiém Dutc Chiia la Thién
Chiia” (2Sb 14, 6b). That ra, diéu gi nim & trung tAm ddi ban,
diéu d6 1am chi ban. Khi ban dang tron ddi minh cho Pic
Kitd, Ngai s€ di vao trung tim ddi ban, nhung ban phai git
Ngai & d6 bing viéc thd phuong. Thanh Phaold néi, “Xin
cho anh em, nho long tin, dugc Ditc Kité ngu trong tdm hon”
(Ep 3, 17).

Lam sao ban biét khi nao thi Thién

NGAY BON MUOI  Chia & tai trung tAm ddi minh? Ngai &

SONG THEO d6 khi ban thd phugng. Khi Ngai khong

DUNGMUCPICH ¢ d6, ban lo au. Lo 4u 1a d&n canh béo

cho bi€t Thién Chda da bi x6 ra ngoai.

Chinh ldc ban dat Ngai vao lai trung tAm, binh an sé& lai dén

v4i ban. Kinh Thanh néi1, “Va binh an ciia Thién Chiia, binh an

vt lén trén moi hiéu biét, sé gilt cho long tri anh em duoc két
hop vdi Duc Kité Giésu” (P14, 7).

Tinh cdch dvi toi s€ 1a gi? Pay 1a cau hdi vé nguoi moén
dé. Ban sé 13 ngudi nhu th€ nao? Thién Chia quan tAm dén
con nguoi ban hon céng viéc clia ban. Hay nhd, ban s€ di vao
vinh cttu vé6i céc ddc tinh cia minh chit khong phai v6i nghé
nghiép. Hay liét ké c4c difc tinh ban mudn séng va phat huy
trong ddi. Ban ¢ thé bit diu vdi nhitng hoa trai ctia Thanh
Than (Gl 5, 22-23) hodc Cac Mdi Phic That (Mt 5, 3-12).

Thanh Phéré néi, “Chinh vi thé, anh em hdy dem tdt cd
nhiét tinh, lam sao dé khi da cé long tin thi cé thém ditc do, c6
ditc do lai thém hiéu biét, cé hiéu biét lai thém tiét do, co tiét
doé lai thém kién nhdn, cé kién nhdn lai thém dao ditc, cé dao
diic lai thém tinh huynh dé, coé tinh huynh dé lai thém bdc di”
(2Pr 1, 5-8). Birng nan 1ong bd cudc khi vAp nga. Phai mat ca
dsi d€ kién toan mot nhan cich nén gidong Pic Kitd. Thanh
Phaold néi v6i TimOté, “Anh hdy than trong trong cdch dn nét
d va trong loi giang day. Hay kién tri trong vigc d6” (1Tm 4, 16).
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Dau 1a phédn déng goép cta cudc doi téi? Pay 1a cau hdi
vé viéc phuc vu. Pau 12 s vu clia ban trong Than Thé Pic
Kitd? Khi da biét su két hdp cda on thanh, tAm 1ong, kha ning,
nhan cich va kinh nghi¢m (SHAPE) clia minh, thi dau 1a vai
tro thich hgp nhat véi ban trong gia dinh Thién Chda? Bing
cach ndo, ban c¢6 thé 1am dudc mdt diéu gi d6 méi mé? Cé
mdt nhém doi tugng dic biét ndo d6 trong Than Thé Pic Kitd
danh cho viéc phuc vu cia t6i khdng? Thanh Phaold chi ra hai
101 ich 16n lao khi ban hoan thanh s& vu: “Viéc phuc vu cho
cong ich nay khéng nhitng ddp itng nhu cdu ciia cdc nguoi trong
ddn thdanh, ma hon thé nita, con la nguo% phdt sinh bao loi cdm
ta dang lén Thién Chia” (2Cr 9, 12).

Nén biét ring, dang khi ban dudc tao dung dé€ phuc vu
nhi*ng ngudi khéc, thi ngay céa v4i Pic Giésu, Ngai cling khong
dap @ng nhu cau clia tat cd moi nguoi trén tran gian dugc. Ban
phai chon d6i tugng d€ c6 thé phuc vu hiéu qua nhat dua trén
can ban dinh dang cia minh. Ban phéi tv hdi, “T6i udc ao
phuc vu thanh phan nio nhat?”. Pic Giésu néi, “Khdng phdi
anh em da chon Thdy, nhung chinh Thdy da chon anh em va cdt
cit anh em dé anh em ra di, sinh duoc hoa trdi va hoa trdi ciia
anh em ton tai” (Ga 15, 16a). Mdi ngudi trong ching ta mang
lai nhitng hoa trdi khac nhau.

D&i song toi tu n6 néi len diéu gi? Pay 1a cAu hdi vé sir
ménh clia ban ddi véi nhitng ngudi chua tin. Tuyén ngén s
ménh ctia ban 12 mot phan tuyén ngdén muc dich sdng. N6 bao
ham viéc ban cam két chia sé ching ti clia minh va chia sé
Tin Mung cho nhitng ngudi khéc. Ban cling nén 1iét k& nhirng
bai hoc cudc séng va nhitng niém say mé dao difc ma ban cdm
thy Chiia ban cho ban d€ ban chia sé cho thé gidi. Khi 16n 1én
trong Pudc Kitd, Thi€én Chida cé thé ban cho ban mdt nhém
ngudi dic biét nao d6 d€ ban ti€p can. Pimng quén thém diéu
dé vao tuyén ngon.
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Néu 12 bac cha me, mdt phan cda s ménh cia ban 1a
nudi day con cai bi€t Pic Kitd, gitp chiing bi€t muc dich sdng
va phai ching di thi hanh si ménh trong th& gidi. Ban c¢6 thé
dua tuyén ngdn cda Giosué vao tuyén ngdn cda minh: “Vé phdn
toi va gia dinh toi, chiing toi sé phung tho Diuc Chiia” (Gs 24,
15b).

Di nhién cudc séng clia chiing ta phai di doi véi st diép
chiing ta loan truyén. Tru6c khi phan 16n nhitng ngudi chua tin
chap nhan Kinh Thanh nhu mot céi gi ¢6 thé tin, ho mudén thay
chiing ta 1a nhi'ng ngudi dang tin. P6 1a 1y do tai sao Kinh
Théanh néi, “Chi c6 mét diéu la anh em phdi dn & lam sao xing
vdi Tin Mung cia Duc Kito” (P11, 27).

Pau la cong doan cia tdi? Pay 1a cAu hoi vE tinh than di.
Lam sao chiing té ban cam két dan than cho céc tin hitu va
lién két véi gia dinh Thién Chida? Ban sé thi hanh 1énh truyén
yéu thudng “lan nhau” vdéi céc Kitd hitu khac & dau? Ban sé€ 1a
thanh vién ctia c6ng doan nao? Cang trudng thanh ban cang
yéu mén va mudn hy sinh cho Than Minh Pitc Kitd. Kinh Thanh
n6i, “Dutc Kitd yéu thuong Hoi Thanh va hién minh vi Hoi Thanh”
(Ep 5, 25). Ban cin bay td tinh yéu cda ban danh cho Hoi
Thénh Chia trong tuyén ngdn cia minh.

Khi suy nghi d€ tra 15i
céc cau hdi nay, ban hay dua \,‘t‘/}/\
vao nhirng cdu Kinh Thénh oS .
phit hop v6i ting muc dich. ~ 170C khi phan i6n nhing
C6 rét nhiéu cau Kinh Thanh 1801 chua tin chdp nhan
trong sich nay. C6 thé ban Kzn/h Tﬁzc?nh nhit m‘-j,t Cdi,gi
phdi mat nhiéu tudn hoic the,tm, ho muon thdy
nhiéu thang d€ thio ra tuyén chiing ta ddng tin.
ngén muc dich s6ng theo y \/1'/’}\
minh. Hay cau nguyén, suy nghi vé né, ban bac vdi ban be va
suy niém L&i Chda. C6 thé ban phai viét di viét lai nhiéu 14n
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truSe khi hoan chinh ban chinh thitc. Dau vay, véi thdi gian,
ban ciing ¢6 thé thay d6i d6i chiit khi Chida cho ban hiéu biét
sau xa hon v& con ngudi minh. N&u ban mudn xem qua mot vai
tuyén ngdn maiu cia nhitng ngudi khac, hay email cho tdi (xem
Phu truong 2).

Bén canh viéc vi€t mdt tuyén ngdn chi tiét muc dich séng,
thi that hitu ich khi ban chi c6 nhitng kh4u hiéu ngin gon dé
nhdé va gdy phdn khéi nhim tém tit nim
muc dich d5i minh. NhS d6, ban c¢6 thé
nhic nhé minh mdi ngay. Vua Salomon
khuyén: “Vi khi con giit nhitng loi dy trong
tdm khdm, va sdn sang ndi hét ra ngoai
miéng, thi that la vui thi duong nao” (Cn
22, 18). bay la mdt vai vi du:

* “Muc dich ddi t61 1a thd phugng
bic Kitd hét 1ong, phung su Ngai
v6i ca con ngudi tdi, séng than 4i véi gia dinh Ngai,
trudng thanh nén giéng Ngai va hoan thanh st ménh
clia Ngai trong th€ gidi d€ Ngai duge vinh hién”.

* “Muc dich ddi t6i 12 trd nén thanh phan cda gia dinh
bic Kitd, 1am guong vé cdc nhan difc clia Ngai, mot
ngudi trao ban 4n hué clia Ngai, mot s¢ gia ctiia Loi
Ngai va m0t ngudi ca ngdi vinh quang Ngai”.

* “Muc dich ddi t6i 1a yéu mén Pic Kito, 16n 1én trong
Puc Kitd, chia sé Pidc Kitd, phuc vu Pic Kité qua Hoi
Thénh Ngai va huéng din gia dinh t6i va nhitng ngudi
khac cung lam cong vi€c d6 ™.

* “Muc dich ddi toi 14 d4n than hét minh cho Lénh Truyén
Cao Céa va St Vu Cao Ca”.

* “Muc dich ddi 161 12 nén giéng Puc Kitd; gia dinh cia
t6i 1a HO1 Thénh; st vu cia t6i la .............; s ménh cia
61 12 ....cccoccooeooer; AOng lure clia ti 1a vinh quang Chia”.
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Ban c6 thé thic mic, “Con vé ¥ mudn clia Thién Chda
d61 véi cdng viée cda tdi, hon nhan cia t6i, hodc ndi t6i sinh
sdng, ndi téi hoc hanh thi sao?”. Thanh thuc ma néi, day chi la
nhitng van dé thit y&u trong ddi ban va rat c6 thé dé 1a tdt cd
nhitng gi nim trong ¥y mudn cia Thién Chia danh cho ban.
biéu hé trong nhat 1a chu toan nhitng muc dich ddi ddi cda
Thién Chda bat luan ban sinh s6ng & dau, Iam viéc & dau hoic
s€ thanh hon véi ai. Nhitng quyé€t dinh d6 phai phi hgp véi cace
muc dich cda ban. Kinh Thanh néi, “Long con nguoi dp i bao
du tinh, duy ké hoach ciia Ditc Chiia méi truong ton” (Cn 19,
21). Hay tap trung vao nhitng muc dich Thi€n Chida danh cho
ddi ban; dirng tap trung vao nhitng k& hoach ban ¢6, vi nhitng
muc dich ctia Thién Chda 13 nhitng gi ton tai mai mai.

P4 mot 14n, t6i nghe ngudi ta d€ nghi ring, hay x4y dung
tuyén ngdén muc dich s6ng cda minh dva trén nhitng gi ban
mong ngudi ta néi v& ban trong ngay ban dugc an tang. Thiy
twdng twong nhitng 151 khen ngdi hoan hio Ay va rdi dua vao
d6 dé xay dung tuyén ngdn muc dich s6ng ctia ban. Thanh that
ma néi, d6 1a mot du dinh v6 bd. Vao cudi ddi, ching c6 gi
quan trong véi nhitng diéu ngudi ta néi vé ban. Piéu duy nhat
quan trong 13 nhitng gi Thién Chiia néi v& ban. Kinh Thénh
noi, “Thién Chiia da thit luyén chiing toi va giao phd Tin Ming
cho chiing téi, thi chiing t6i cit vay ma rao gidng, khéng phdi dé
lam vira long nguoi pham, ma dé lam dep long Thién Chiia”
(1Tx 2, 4).

Ngay kia, Thién Chida s& xem xét céc cAu tra 15i cla ban
vé nhitng cAu héi nay. Ban c6 dit Pic Giésu & trung tdm doi
minh khdong? Ban ¢6 trau ddi cdc nhan dic cia Ngai khong?
Ban c6 cdng hién ddi minh d€ phuc vu ké khac khong? Ban ¢6
thong truyén st diép Ngai giao va hoan tat st ménh clia Ngai
khong? Ban ¢6 yéu mén va du phan trong gia dinh Ngai khong?
Chinh cac van dé nay mdi dang k&. Nhu thanh Phaold da néi,
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“Niém t hao ciia chiing t6i gidi han trong pham vi Thién Chiia
da qui dinh cho chiing t6i” (2 Cr 10, 13b).

THIEN CHUA MUON DUNG BAN

Khodng ba mudi nam trude, t6i luu y d€n mot cAu vin
gon trong sach Céng Vu Téng P (13, 36a) von da thay ddi
mai mai hudng di ddi t6i. DU chi ¢6 vai chit nhung nhu mot
dau 4n clia mdt thanh st nung Ita, cudc ddi tdi vinh vién dude
danh dau vé6i dong chit ndy: “Thé’ ma vua Davit, sau khi phuc
vu Thién Chiia trong doi ong, dda an nghi..” (Cv 13, 36a). Gio
thi t6i hi€u tai sao Thién Chida goi Pavit 12 “mdt nguoi dep
long Ta” (Cv 13, 22). Pavit da trao hién ¢4 d5i minh d&€ hoan
thanh nhitng muc dich cta Thién Chia trén trin gian.

Khong ¢6 mdt van bia nao tuyét voi hon nhan xét d6! Thi
tudng tugng trén bia md ciia ban, ngudi
ta s& khic: Mot nguoi da phuc vu nhitng
muc dich ctia Thién Chda trong thé hé
minh. T6i cau nguyén cho ban va tdi
cling dudc ngudi ta néi nhu thé khi ching
ta chét. P6 1a 1y do t6i viét cho ban cuén
sédch nay.

Cum tUr nay la dinh nghia uvu viét
clia mot ddji séng t6t dep. Ban xay dung
vinh cttu va vd bién (muc dich cia Thién Chia) trong céi tam
thdi va gidi han (th& hé cda ban). P6 13 tit cd nhitng gi mdt
cudc séng theo diing muc dich nhim dén. C4c th€ hé da qua
cling nhu céc th€ hé sé& dén khong thé phuc vu Thién Chia
trong th& hé nay. Chi ching ta mdi ¢6 thé 1am duge diéu dé.
Nhu trudng hgp ctia Esther, Thién Chda da tao dung ban “vi
thoi budi nhuw thé nay” (Bt 4, 14).

Thién Chiia vin dang tim ki€m tuyén dung nhiéu ngudi.
Kinh Thdnh néi, “Bdi vi Pitc Chiia dwa mdt rdo khdp hodan
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cdu dé gia tang sitc manh cho nhitng ai giw long trung nghia
vdi Ngai” (2Sb 16, 9a). Ban ¢6 tré nén ngudi ma Thién Chda
¢6 thé dung cho muc dich cia Ngai khong? Ban s& sin sang
phuc vu muc dich ctia Ngai trong th€ hé ciia ban khong?

Thénh Phaold da s6ng mdt cudc sdng theo diing muc dich.
Ngai n6i, “Vay téi ddy ciing chay nhu thé, chit khong chay ma
khong xdc tin; t6i ddm nhu thé, chit khéng phdi ddm vao khdng
khi” (1Cr 9, 26). Ly do duy nhat d€ s6ng ctia ngai 14 hoan tat
nhitng muc dich Thién Chda danh cho minh. Ngai néi, “Vi d6i
Vvdi 16i, séng la Ditc Kitd, va chét la mot méi lgi” (Pl 1, 21).
Thanh Phaolé khéng sd séng ciing ching sd chét. Di thé nao di
nita, ngai vin hoan thanh nhitng muc dich ciia Thién Chia.
Ngai khdng bd cudc!

Ngay kia, lich stt s& khép lai nhung c6i d5i ddi sé ton tai
mai mai. William Carey néi, “Tuong lai s€ ngdi sang nhu nhirng
161 hita cida Thién Chida”. Khi viéc hoan thanh cdc muc dich ctia
ban xem ra khé khan, dirng b cudc hay nan 1ong. Hay nhé dén
phan thudng clia ban, céi s& tn tai mudn ddi. Kinh Thanh néi,
“Mot chiit gian trudn trong hién tai s€ mang lai cho chiing ta cd
mot khéi vinh quang vé tan, tuyét voi” (2Cr 4, 17).

Ban thd tudng tugng mot
ngay nao dé, tdt cd ching ta \/‘d/,}/‘
ding trude ngai Thién Chda dé
twdng trinh cudc séng clia minh
trong niém biét on sdu xa va ngay hien nay.
ngdi khen Pic Kitd. Cung nhau, - %
ching ta s€ néi, “Lay Chiia la
Thién Chiia chiing con, Ngai xung ddng ladnh nhdn vinh quang,
danh du va uy quyén, vi Ngai dd@ dung nén mudn vat, va do y
Ngai muén, moi loai lién cé va duoc dung nén” (Kh 4, 11).
Chiing ta s& ca ngdi Thién Chia vi k& hoach cla Ngai va sdng
cho nhirng muc dich ctia Ngai mai mai.

Ban c6 thé séng
theo diing muc dich
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NGAY BON MUOI
NGHI VE MUC PiCH pOI TOI

Mot diém dé suy tu: S6ng theo muc dich 13 cach
duy nhat d€ séng dich thuc.

Mot cdu Kinh Thdnh dé nhé: “Thé ma vua Pavit,
sau khi phuc vu Thién Chiia trong doi éng, da an
nghi..” (Cv 13, 36a).

M@t cdu héi dé nghién ngdm: Khi nio t6i mdi
danh thdi gio d€ viét ra nhitng ciu tra 15i cho nim
cau héi quan trong ctia cudc ddi t6i? Khi nao t6i mdi
viét ra muc dich séng cia minh?

\— - —~l
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Phu truong 1

CAU HOI THAO LUAN

A N P A . A X L 20
Thém vao c4c cidu hdi cuéi moi chudng, ban ¢é thé st dung

cac cau hoi thdo luan dudi dy trong cdc nhém nhd hodc céc 16p
ngay Chida Nhat.

TOI SONG G POI NAY PE LAM GI?

406

+ Ban nghi th€ nao v& nhitng ¥ nghia clia cAu dau tién

trong cudn sach nay: “Muc dich d5i ban khong quy vé
ban?”.

Theo ban, phan 16n cudc ddi ngudi ta dang dugc diéu
khién bdi nhitng gi? Pdng luc nao dang diéu khién doi
ban?

Cho dén nay, hinh 4nh hay 4n du n3o md ti rd nhat
cudc séng cia ban? Mot cude dua, mot man xiéc hay mot
cai gi khac?

N&u moi ngudi hi€u ring, séng trén trdn gian thuc sy 1a
chudn bi cho vinh citu, thi 161 s6ng cda tit ca chiing ta s&
thay ddi nhu thé nao?

biéu gi khién con ngudi qua gin bé vdi thé gian ma bd
qua viéc song cho nhitng muc dich ctia Thién Chida?
Piéu gi ban con gin b6 va ngin cin ban séng cho nhitng
muc dich cia Thién Chia?
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BAN PUQC TAO DUNG
CHO NIEM VUI CUA THIEN CHUA

o “Song mot doi cho dep long Chiia” khéac véi cach ma
phan 16n ngudi ta hi€u vé viéc “thd phudng” thé nao?

e Lam sao mot tinh ban vdi Chia lai gidng véi bat ct
tinh ban nao va dau la su khac biét?

« Hay chia sé mot diéu gi d6 ban da hoc dugc khi Thién
Chida xem ra xa véng.

* Thd phuong chung va thd phugng ri€ng, v4Si ban, cach
nao d& hon? Cach thd phuong ndo khi€n ban cdm thay
gan giii Chida hon?

 Khi nao dudc coi 1a thich hdp nhat d€ ban bay t3 gian
ddi v6i Thién Chia?

» Nbi sd nao ddy 1én khi ban nghi dén viéc trao phé toan
cudc séng minh cho Pic Kit6?

BAN PUQC TAO DUNG
CHO GIA PINH THIEN CHUA

e Viéc chiing ta “Cam két vdéi nhau ciing nhu cing nhau
cam két vdi Pitc Giésu Kit6” khac nhau thé€ ndo véi cach
ma phan 16n ngudi ta hiu vé sy “théng cong?”.

« Piéu gi ngin can chiing ta yéu thuong va quan tAm nhitng
anh chi em tin hitu khac?

« Piéu gi khién ban d& sin sang chia s& nhitng nhu ciu, tdn
thuong, s¢ hii va niém hy vong ctia minh cho nhitng ngudi
khéc?

* Pau 12 ly do phé bién nhat ma ngudi ta dwa ra d€ bao chira
cho viéc khong gia nhap Hoi Thanh, ban trd 15i ho thé
nao?
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Nhém chiing ta c6 thé 1am gi d€ bao vé va thic ddy su
hiép nhat trong Hoi Thanh?

Ban c6 can 18i cau nguyén dé€ khéi phuc mot moi quan hé
véi ai d6 khodng?

BAN PUGC TAO DUNG PE NEN GIONG PUC KITO

Viéc “nén giong Dirc Giésu” khac nhau thé ndo vdi cach
ma phan 16n ngudi ta hi€u vé€ “tinh mén dé?”.

Pau 12 mot vai thay ddi ban c6 thé thay dudc trong ddi
minh ti khi ban tr§ thanh mdt tin hitu? Nhitng ngudi khéc
nhan xét thé ndo?

T bay gid cho t6i mot ndm sau, ban sé nén gidng Piic
Kit6 hon nhu thé nao? Ngay hém nay, ban ¢6 thé 1am gi
dé huéng t6i muc tiéu d6?

Trong su trudng thanh thiéng liéng clia ban, dau la chd
ban can phai kién tri hon nita vi xem ra & di€m nay, ban
ti€n bo rat it?

Chiia da dung dau khé hoic khé khan d€ gitip ban 16n
1én thé nao?

Khi nao thi ban d& bi cAm db nhat? Trong nhitng budc dé
danh bai cam dd thi budc ndo gitp ban nhiéu nhat?

BAN PUGC TAO DUNG PE PHUNG SU CHUA

408

Viéc “dung dinh dang ciia ban dé phuc vu nhitng nguoi
khdc” khéac nhau thé ndo v6i cach ma phan 16n ngudi ta
hiéu vé “si vu™?

Ban thich 1am gi &€ phuc vu nhitng ngudi khéc trong gia
dinh Thién Chda?

Hay nghi dén nhitng kinh nghiém dau thuong ban da trai
qua ma Chua c6 thé diing d€ ban gitip nhitng ngudi khéc
dang trai qua cling mot canh ngd nhu ban.
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* Viéc so sanh giita minh véi nhitng ngudi khac khién chiing

ta khong phat trién tron ven dinh dang ddc nhat clia minh
th€ nao?

Quyén nang Chia thé hién qua ban thé€ nao mdi khi ban
cam thay y&u dudi?

Biing cach nao, ban ¢ thé gitip mdi thanh vién cda nhém
hoac 16p tim dudc vi tri d€ thi hanh st vu? Nhém ciia chiing
ta ¢6 thé 1am gi @€ phuc vu gia dinh Hoi Thanh?

BAN PUGC TAO DUNG CHO MOT SU MENH

Ngudi ta thudng ¢é nhitng lo 1ing va thanh ki€n ndo mdi
khi nghe dén “truyén gido”? Piéu gi khi€n ban ngin ngai
chia sé Tin Mirng cho ngudi khac?

Pau 12 mdt phan St Piép Cude Sng Chia ban cho ban
dé ban chia sé cho thé& gidi?

Néu t€n mot ngudi ban chua tin dé nhém ciia ban c6 thé
cAu nguyén cho ngudi dé.

Nhém chiing ta ¢6 thé cliing nhau 1am gi d€ gép phéan
hoan thanh S& Vu Cao C4a?

Viéc ciing nhau doc qua cudn sich nay da gitip ban tap
trung hay dinh huéng lai muc dich cudc séng thé nao?
Hay néu mot vai nhan thic hitu ich nhat ddi v6i ban?
Chia mudn ban nhé dén ai d€ chia sé cho ho st diép
cudc sdng tf cudn sach nay?

Ching ta s€ nghién cttu gi nita day? (Xem Phu truong 2
véi nhitng gdi ¥).

Email cho chiing t61 chuyén cia nhém ban:

stories @purposedrivenlife.com
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Phu truong 2

TAI LIEU THAM KHAO

TAI LIEU CUA SONG THEO PUNG MUC PiCH

Tai céc hi€u sach hoac & www.purposedrivenlife.com:

The Purpose-Driven® Life Journal. Sach kém theo cuén
nay (Zondervan/Inspirio).

2. The Purpose-Driven® Life Scripture Keepers Plus. 40 thé
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gdm cac cAu Kinh Théanh va suy gAm hing ngay phi
hop véi sach nay. C6 hdp dung biang gd (Zondervan/
Inspirio).

The Purpose-Driven® Life Album. Mudi hai bai hat méi
vé muc dich clia Thién Chia do cdc nghé si Kitd hitu
hang diu trinh bay (Maranatha Music).

The Purpose-Driven® Life Video Curriculum. Sau bai
hoc dugc Rick Warren day va st dung trong cdc Hoi
Thénh khi nhan manh su ting trudng thiéng liéng véi
40 Ngay C6 Muc Dich. C6 sich huéng dan kém theo
(www.purposedrivenlife.com).

The Purpose-Driven® Church. Cuén sach dugc gidi
thudng nay chitng td Hoi Thanh cia ban cé thé gitp
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nhitng ngudi khac sdng nim muc dich cda Thién Chia.
Hién c6 & dang sdch va DVD véi 20 thit ti€ng. Hang
tri¢u ngudi da hoc tap tai li¢u nay trong cac H61 Thanh
va cac nhom (Zondervan va Purpose Driven Ministries).

6. Foundations:11 Core Truths to Build Your Life on. M4t
gi4o trinh ndi ti€ng clia Hoi Thanh Saddleback vé nén
tadng Kinh Thanh cho viéc sdng theo diing muc dich. Loat
bai hoc 24 tuan danh cho cdc nhém nhd hoic cac 16p cia
ngudi trudng thanh gdm nhitng ghi chi cho gi4o vién,
sdch huéng din gido vién, sach huéng dan hoc vién, cc
cAu hdi thdo luan danh cho nhém nhd va phan trinh bay
dang PowerPoint (Zondervan).

7. Doing Life Together. Gi4o trinh 30 tuan 1& danh cho nhém
nhd, tp trung vao viéc ap dung cac muc dich ciia Thién
Chia cho d6i ban (Zondervan).

8. Planned for God’s Pleasure. Cudn sich xinh xin va CD
nhac gdi hitng 14y sit diép cda The Purpose-Driven Life
dem 4p dung, thic giuc moi ngudi tim ra y nghia va
tAm quan trong qua viéc suy gim nhitng muc dich clia
Thién Chia danh cho ddi ho (Zondervan).

CHO NHUNG NGUOI THI HANH SU VU
TRON THOT GIAN

Hay email cho toolbox @ pastors.com d& nhan mi&n phi Hop
Dung Cu Sir Vu cia Rick Warren, d6 13 ban tin email hing
tudn danh cho c4c muc su va nhitng ai thi hanh s& vu tron thdi
gian.

DPé ¢6 thém thdng tin vé nhitng kho4 hoi thao Theo Diing
Muc Dich, hay lién lac: Purpose Driven, 1 Saddleback Park-
way, Lake Forest, CA 92630, Pién thoai: (800) 633-8876.
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TAI LIEU MIEN PHI

Hay email cho devotional @ purposedrivenlife.com &€ nhan
mién phi hing tuan tai liéu cda Purpose-Driven Life Devo-
tional.

Trong nhitng tai liéu dudi day, ban thich nhan loai nao.
Hay email cho free @purposedrivenlife.com

Loai sdch nhd Your First Steps For Spiritual Growth

Lich bai doc Kinh Thénh c4 nhan hiing ngay

Danh sich nhitng quyén sach hay néi vé ting muc dich

Lam sao d€ cAu nguyén cho cac nha truyén gido

Béang Ludng Gi4 ctiia Purpose-Driven® Life

Thong tin vé& Nghi thiic Phuc Hoi

Thong tin vé Nhitng Ngudi Xay Dung Vuong Qudc

Thong tin v€ 40 Ngay Séng Theo Muc Dich, &€ cap dén viéc
trudng thanh thiéng 1i€ng cho HOi Théanh cta ban.
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July 19, 2008

Nha Xuat Ban Ton Giao
Religious Publishing House
17 Ly Nam De

Ha Noi, VIETNAM

To Whom It May Concern,

This is to certify that Purpose-Driven Ministry of Southeast
Asia is granting Chuong Trinh Xuat Ban Kinh Thanh
Vietnam (VBPP) the permission to print the Catholic
Version of the book PURPOSE-DRIVEN LIFE authored by
Rick Warren.

A Protestant version was published by Nha Xuat Ban Ton
Giao in 2004 with the permission XB:53. 2097/XB QLXB
dated June 8, 2004.

The difference between this version and the Protestant
version is that it uses the Catholic version of the Bible in all
its Bible quotations.

Sincerely,

Art Guina (signed)

Regional Coordinator
Purpose Driven Southeast Asia
242471 N. 37" Lane

Glendale, AZ 85310
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